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SURVEY.
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CHAPTER XIX.

Continuation of the description of the Mississipi, from the Ohio to
the White River.—Embarrassing situation.—Justification of
the wvice-governor of Upper Louisiana—Judge St. Clair.—
Rencontre with two suspécted Indians.—Superstition of forest
men.—{mportant advice on the expedition of C’anada —TIron
mine.~dpplication of the observations of M. de St. Pierre.—
Dew,— New Madrid.—1Its bad situation.— Fort. — Further
observations respecting the expedition of Canada.~Population.
—Margot Cliffs—Bad position.—~Fort.—Addvantage of being
master of the stream.—The place best fitted for the erection of
the fort—dttack on Adjutant Warin—Reflections on this
subject, :

Ox my return to St. Lewis from the Tllinois, I learned 'by
leLters from New Orleans, that M. de Jaudenés, Minister
of His Catholic Majesty to the United States, notwith-
standing the passports and letters of recommendahon
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2 SURVEY OF THE WESTERN RIVERS

which he had delivered to me, had vwritten to the Baron
de Carondelet, governor-general of Louisiana, to cngage
him to arrest me; in consequence of which, the latter
had publicly mentioned, thathe bad given orders to appre-
hend me. Letters, also, from another quarter, had reached
mie from Philadelphia a few days before, which informed
ne that the Seeretary of State Pickering had likewise sent
orders to the same effeet, and that Indians had been
dispatched from Canada to assassinate me.  These dif
ferent reports threw me into a great  cmbarrassment,
with respeet to the resolution Thad to take. I could not
without dndiserction ask  permission from M. Zenon
Trudau, commander of the linois, to continue my
rescarches in Upper Louisiana ; 1 might have injured him
by such & request, and should thus bave been deficient
in gratitude towards a man who had treated me with
singular politencss and attention. I had determined,
thercfore, to return by the river of the Ulinois, to cross
the lakes Michigan, Huron, St. Clair, and Frie, and
descend  the Mohawk and the Northern River to New
York; but having caleulated with my Canadians the time
necessary to make this tour, we found that the season
was already too far advanced, it being the month of
September, and that T should be foreed to winter in the
Likes, either at Michilimackinae or at Detroit, By fol-
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OF NORTH AMERICA. -5

lowing this route, I might not only fall into the hands of
the English, but Mr. Mackintosh, also, a trader, who had
just come from Detroit, informed me, that I should
certainly be arrested at the American posts, since my
expedition, having already made a considerable noise,
- might be interpreted in different manners. Thus in both
cases I had to run the risk of losing not only the fruit of
| my labors, but also my liberty. To return by the same
road I had taken, appeared to me weak and dishonorable,
and which would not preserve me from any of the
dangers with which I was menaced. After maturely -
reflecting on every circumstance, I determined to follow
my first plan, and to proceed at all events on my journey,
‘as T had at first purposed; that is, to go dewn the river,
and examine the various streams that flow into it from
the West, as far as should be in my power, without tor-
menting myself about the dangers or persecutions which
attended me in the Spanish possessions, or heeding the
frigates or English privateers which were cruising in the
Bahama Straits, and which interrupt the traveller from
New Orleans to Philadelphia. |
These motives, however powerful, did not alone fix
my decision: I was anxious to avoid the ridicule which
usually attends those who, in similar rcdses, after much
‘trouble and expence, return with excuses for their failure.
A 2
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4 SURVEY OF THE WESTERN RIVERS

T wvas not less apprehensive of those inexorable judges,
who, seated tranquilly by their fire-sides, pronounce dog-
matically on matters of which they are most profoundly
ignorant; who injure by perlidious suggestions, prejudice
the public, and are themselves the harbingers of such in-
justice that they force their victim, however innocent,
to become, asit were, criminal.

I made, therefore, all my preparations; I exchanged
my great barge against a pirogue made of the trunk of a
single tree, much more light and casy to be steered, which
were qualities: very essential for going up the different
rivers which I had to explore, or to descend the Mississipi,
which, on account of its rapidity and the numecrous
obstacles which are every moment to be surmounted,
required a slight vehicle, the motions of which should be
quick and precise.

I dismissed, therefore, a part of my attendants, keeping
only four Canadians, a Spaniard, and my hunter; my boat
being able to contain only this number of men, together
with Mr. Warin and myself.

I made a second journal, which I took care to fill
with praises respecting the administration of the Baron
de Carondelet, with the intention of leaving it open to
the curiosity of all who chose to inspect it, whilst the
truc journal was carcfully concealed. This little stralagem .
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COF NOATH AMERICA. 5

will readily be forgiven me, since it saved me the dis-
agrecableness of being sent to the Ifavannah, where I
should probably have been detained a long time.

Having at length collected as many materials as
possible respecting the countries adjoining the Missouri,
particularly the province of the Illinois; after having
communicated to Mr. Zenon Trudaw,* my well fonnded
apprehensions that the armament which svas preparing
in Canada was destined against Upper Louisiana, and

* 1 owe to justice and to the veneration I feel for the chavacter of
M. Zenon Trudau, Vice Guvernor of Upper Louisiana, a solemmn declava-
tion, which fully clears himn from the accusation brought againat him by
the Baron of Carondelet, Governor General, for having suffered me Lo
penetrate into the tervitory of his Catholic Majesty.

Mr. Zenon Trudau was never informed of my expeditions it,was during
the six weeks that T remained in the American part of the Ilinois, that
1 undertook my excursion upon the Misourt, and before 1 had had the
pleasure of being presented to bim,  The ruth of this assertion will e very
readily conevived, when it is kuown that there are neither forts nor posts,
nor any guard whatever, on the banks of the Missouri, and that the mouth
of this river is more than a mile and an half brouds i (o these eirenmstances
it be added, that | had tuken the precaution {o pass St Charles in the night,
it is not astonishing thal the Viee-Governur should know nothing of the
matter.  The Bavon of Carondelet was, therefuore, in the wrong when he
veproached him so severely on this account, and threatened to dismiss him.

I know few men more atlached to their government, or who serve ib with
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O SURYEY OF THE YWESTERN RIVERS

pointed out to him the means which T thought best fitted
for the defence of St. Lewis, I gave him, on taking leave,
my plan of an intrenched camp, and quitted the finest
country in the svorld, in which there are neither war-
riors, merchants, nor farmers ; which, notwithstanding the
riches it contains, presents nothing but uncultivated lands,
and half~famished inhabitants, with searcely a sufficient
clothing to protect them from the inclemencies of the
weather,

In our passage to Kaskaskias, we learnt that all our
letters coming from  Philadelphia had been intercepted
by the agents of the federal govermment, and that St. Clair,
judge at Kaskaskias, had spread the most idle and inju-
rious tales respecting the Freneh nation, and particularly
respecting myself.*  In consequence of these reports,
Adjutant-Warin and mysclf repaired to his house, ac-
companied by the justice of peace; where, afior expressing
to him my contempt for the baseness of his proceeding,

more fidelity and honor.  With respect to the cireumstanees which pro-
vented my going beyond the viver of the Great Osages, they were eutively of
a private nutuve, and concerned no one but myself.

* 1 had met with this man on the Ohios but as he travelled with more
spod, e had preceded e I was he who denounced me to Captain Pike,
comtander at Fort Massae, where I was arvosted, as I have ulready

related,
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OF NORTH AWERICA. ‘ 7

I caused him to make in writing the declaration which
will be found at the end of this Work, in the number of
the justificatory’ papers.* This Judge St. Clair was an
Englishman, paid by the British government, and one
of the chiefs of the cconspiracy of Governor Blount, the
purpose of which was to put the province of Louisiana
into the power of England, as I had been informed, and
of which I shall have occasion shortly to speak.

It being late when ‘we reached Apple River + (Riviére
aux Pommes), we stopped at this point with the iniention
of passing the night; but scarcely had e landed, when
two Indians of the Chickasaw nation made theixv' ap-
pearance. They were painted black, and had a white
feather stuck on their forehead, which signified that they
were on an expedition. I noticed this to Mr. VWarin.
After having Surveyed' us éttentively for some moments,
they advanced, and proposed to us a piece of buffalo in
exchange for brandy ; we refused, because we had no
more provisions than vyere necessary for our consumption,
and besides we were unwilling to furnish them with

* See Appendix, No, 2. o '

+ It must be observed, that I have already given the description of the
Mississipi, from the Ohio o the month of the Missouvi. This description, '
therefore, recommences from the Ohio,. and continues to the entrance of
ﬂ_le Mississipi into the Gulf of Mexico. |
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b SURVEY OF THE WESTERN RIVERS

spirituous liquors; hut as they insisted, and threatened to
leave us their game for nothing, we took it that we
might not displease them, and gave them a little powdor
and tobacco, which they accepted, without showing any
marks of content or dissatisfaction, and withdrew*—
Ilaving been accustomed in the course of our expedition
to such visits, we paid at first no great attention to this
incident; but after a little reflection, not knowing what
might be the number and the intention of those who thus
followed us, we lelt the banks of the river, and went
to encamp on a small unsheltered island, soparated from
the main land by a channel of about seven or eight hun-
dred vards broad. Ve passed the night there without
any molestation.

The next day we proceeded on our voyage as usnal.
Two leagues from Apple River, we saw on the bank so
great a quantity of game, that we eould not resist the
inclination of landing in order to hunt; which led-vo an
accident that may be mentioned on account of its singu~
farvity.

At the beginning of the hunt we were somewhat dis-
persed; Mr. Warin was on my left, and the hunter on

* 1 will appear shoretly (at these two Tndions followed s as fue as the
dver of the Arkamsas, distant from this spot more than fhrew andred

Beagney wherss they attacked the unforimide VWavin,
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'OF NORTH AMERICA. 9

' the rlght we had scarcely walked a quarter of an ‘hour,

when we heard the hunter utter the most piercing cries.
 We ran to inquire the cause, and found him seated at
the foot of 'a tree, two steps from an enormous rattlesnake
which he had just killed. < Oh!” cried he, on seelng
us, “ I am lost; I am a dead man: thls cursed animal
has just bit me in the heel?” The poor man had actually
lost his senses; his eyes were fixed, and every muscle in
his face expressed terror. 'While we were using our
efforts to tranquﬂhse him, and were bathmg the ‘wound
" with eau de Iucc, of which T had a phlal dartxng his
| haggard looks on me, he exclalmed o General, have
" you got your almanack?”*  On my answermg in ‘the
afﬁrmatlve, he added: * Oh! for God’s sake, lend it me!”
As soon as he had it in his hands, he turhed it over
hastily, to find the sign of the month in which we were.
- Scarcely had he seen it, than imagining it was favorable
to him, he exclaimed, with an enthusiasm which it is
difficult to describe: ““ I am clear enough!” His emotion,
indeed, began gradually to subside; and when he reached
" the hoai, one of his comrades sucked the wound,} ‘to

* I'had purchased a small almanack at Plnladelphla, in which were
the s1gns of the zodiac, and which he often amused himself in reading. ‘

+ This operation is performed by putting water or mﬂkmto the month,
‘which is spit out at each aspiration, :

VOL. II B
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10 SURVEY OF THE WESTERN RIVERS

which we applied a poultice made of eau de Juce. On
visiting it the next day, we observed a swelling and a
violet tint; but the patient felt no pain. This accident
prevented him neither from walking or working; and
at the end of eight days there remained scarcely any
marks of the wound. .
" In placing this event before the eyes of my readex',

I trust that he will not suppose me so credulous, or so
destitute of common sense, as to attribute the cure of
this man to the sign of the zodiac. The cure was cer-
tainly produced by the' suction, and the application of
alkali to the wound; but I am firmly persuaded, that
amidst the remedies which were administered to effect
the physical cure of the patient, the sign of the zodiac
~ had a most powerful effect on his moral feelings. We
may appeal on this important quesuon to the faculty

~ themselves, and ask if they da not also think, that while
"a man is struck with terror, “and his whole frame
in a state of contraction, - if such a situation will not
neutralise the most .effieacious remedies? For my part,
I repeat, that if by chance this sign‘of the zodiac had
appeared sinister to the hunter, 1 have no doubt that the
cffect produced on his imagination, already impressed
with this idea, would have been such that he must
infallibly have perished. Yes, terror is a real discase
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OF NORTH AMERICA. 1

which we ewe only to the vices of education. WWhy are
hot the Indians affected with this sentiment as much as
ourselves? becausc they are trained up to despise death,
and we to fear it. A great part of our early education
comsists of errors, invented by falsehood and vexaggeration,
and propagated by ignorance. Who in hisinfancy has not
~heard or read in fabulous descriptions, that the bite of a
rattlesnake is without remedy,* and that canine madness
18 incapable of cure? These tales are circulated, and when
once engraven on the imagination of youth, are not
easily effaced. FHence that despair which takes possession
of the mind when we meet with any of these accidents,
which have been described to us under such. terrible
colors; despair which: destroys us more speedily than the
most subtle: poisoﬁ. If we can find a cure for terror,
the remedy for many other diseases is not far distant.
In passing before Cape Girardot T saw Mr. Lorimier ;1 (e

he told me, that hvaving been informed I should re-descend
the river, he had resolved to meet me, having very

* Nature.has been: so provident in ercating this reptile, that wherevtr
a serpent is found, a remedy against its bite is sure to be discovered: Withim
a few yards of its haunts. I have ofien made this observation, and there
is not a forester who is not well versed in ﬁnding‘- these specifics.

+ M. Loimier is the chief of the Chawanons and'Loups, of whom we
‘have spoken unde;' the article of Cape Girardol'..\%f{,./.' o A3 ‘

B2 . .
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12 SURVEY OF THE WESTERN RIVERS

important information to communicate, which he had just
received from Upper Canada, by Indian chiefs who were
allies of the two mations which he commanded. Ac-
cording to their report, the English were preparing an
expedition at Montreal, composed of two thousand regular
troops, fifteen hundred militia, and several Indian tribes,
and that all these forces were dirccted against Upper
Louisiana; he added also that reports, although vague,
had been spread, that English agents, dispersed in Tenessce
and Kentucky, were organising another expedition, which
was destined at the same time to attack Lower Liouisiana,
and that the governor of one of these states,* gained over
by England, was in the conspiracy.

As the first part of this report agreed perfectly with
the information I had received during my residence in
the Ulinois, from two Canadians who had come from
Quebec, I had no doubt that a plan was formed for the
invasion of the posscssions of his Catholic Majesty. I
considered, thercfore, from the alliance which existed
between France and Spain, that it yvas my duty, as a
Frenchman, to make use of all the means in my power
to counteract this project. I engaged Mr. Lorimier to

* It will be seen, that this news was iperfectly conformable to the
truth.
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OF 'NORTH AMERICA. . . 13

repair immediately to St. Lewis, and communicate to the
Vice-Governor the new details which he had just given
me, -and assured him at the same time, that I would use
the utmost expedition in giving information to the Go-
vernor-General of Louisiana, residing at New Orleans;
as well as a tall the posts which I should have occasion to
visit in going down the river. T regretted extremely that
amidst the deserts where I was now situated, without any
direct communication vvith Philadelphia, it was impos-
sible for me to give any iminediate information to the’
French and Spanish ministers resident in that city. This
- evil was without remedy: I therefore left Mr. Lorimier,
satisfied with the new proofs of zeal which he had tes-
tified towards me, and vvithout further loss of time
resumed the course of my journey. |

Having reached the mouths of the Ohio, I again
examined, with the most scrupulous attention, both its
banks, the isle in front of the river, and the opposite
banks of the Mississipi. 'This second examination con-
firmed me in the opinion I had already formed on this
subject; that it will be impossible for a long time, unless -
by immense labor and incalculable expence, to raise forts
or fmilitary works on any one of these points, where if
we may judge from the marks on the trees, the waters
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1% SURVEY OF THE WESTERN RIVERS

sometimes rise more than twenty-five feet above the
banks of the Ohio.

Eightcen miles from the mouth of the Ohio, on the
left, is a cliff, called the Yron Mine. This cliff is two
hundred feet perpendicular, but does not extend more
than a thousand yards along the river; from the exami-
nation we made of its direction, which is north-east, it
can only be a ramification of the chain of heights of
which we have spoken in our description of the country
of the Illinois, and which in this latitude hegins to take
a direction towards the south-east. Strata of clay of
different shades may be distinctly seen in the cliffs, some
of the color of ochre, others of a red or rose color, and
some of a yellow saffron. These strata are intermixed
with a very fine sand, of a black er rusty color, which is
in general the indication of iron mines. But whether
our researches were ill direeted, or that we wanted suf-
ficient knowledge of the subject, we were unable to
discover the mineral, although it is the general opinion
that this spot contains a very rich mine of this metal.”

* Naturalists who travel in this country ought to stop at this ivon
mine. I the river is low, they will find at the foot of the cfiff a sand-
hank, covered with petrifactions.  We may without exaggeration add, that

every thing there is pelvified; even the leaves of the trees.
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OF NORTH AMERICA., 1b

About a thousand yards below this spot, the lands on
the left are low and swampy, like those on the right,
which continue the same from Cape Girardot. The chain
of heights falls off towards the south~west, at the distance
of five or six miles from the river.

After passing the Ohio, the current of the Mississipi
is perceptibly less rapid, and its wyaters acquire a sort of
limpid clearness.

The ingenious observation of Mr. Bernardin St. Pierre,
in. his Studies of Nature, on the cuxrent of rivers, is
perfectly applicable here, and explains why the river of
the Mississipi is so imapetuous betvween the Missouri and
the Ohio. . . ‘

The Missouri, as we see in the chart, eormes from the
north-west, and consequently forms with the river, which
runs north and south, an acute angle; hence the Missouri
communicates all its violenco to the Mississipi, becaunse it
is neither interrupted nor impeded by any obstacle. The
Ohio, on the contrary, coming from the east, and falling
into the river almost at right angles, the volume of its
waters and its current, which are powerful enough to
strike against the opposite bank of the Mississipi, inter-
rui)t, and suspend its course. This is 50 evident, that
above the mouth of the Missouri the current of the river

American Journeys — www.americanjourneys.org



16 SURVEY OF THE WESTERN RIVERS

is gentle, because it 1s naturally slow, and below the
Ohio it resumes its ordinary course.

A similar remark has been made in the Missouri, the
current of which is very moderate above the river Plate
but this coming from the south-west, in an oblique
direction, and bringing with it muddy waters and an
impetuous current, imparts the same character to the
Missouri. It is, therefore, to the river Plate, and not to
the Missouri, that this effect should be imputed.*

It is observed, on the Mississipi, that the dews, which
are very abundant when the winds come from the south
and south-west, arc scarcely perceptible when the winds
blow from the north and north-west. The fogs also,
which are very thick on the river from the southerm
winds, disappear as soon as the wind veers to the north.

From the Iron Mine to New Madridt is reckoned forty
miles, The navigation from the mouth of the Ohio to
this point is gencrally good and frec from cmbarrass—
ments.

New Madrid is sitnated in thirty-six degrees thirty
minutes northern latitude, on the right side, at sixty

* Se the particular description of this river.

$ Itis to be vemarked that the two first persons we perceiyed whepd
we landed at New Madeid, were the two Indians whom we had found al
Apple River,
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[ OF NORTH AMERICA. , 17

miles distance from- the mouth of ihe Obhio, instead of
forty-five, as is asserted by Mr. Hutchins in his descrlptlon
of the Mississipi; it is built in the hollow of a great bend,
which the river makes in this - place, and opposite a Iong
salient point, intercepting half its bed, and which, when
the waters are low, narrows the channel considerably,
and-forces vessels to steer very near the right side. This
bank though lable to inundations, i is ' much more elevated
than the bank opposite, which it commands on every.
side. ,‘ L o \
The river, which by its direction strikes with force
upon this perpendicular bank, carries away, at different
periods of the year, a considerable quantity of the ground
on which the town and fort are built ; . this ground‘
bemg composed. of earth, ‘washed down by the waters,
is easily dissolved, and extends twelve miles inland,
without changing either its nature or its level. Nothing
‘can hinder this destructive effect, which will continue
until the river in its progress reaches a léyer of primitive
earth; or rather, the glacis of the chain of heights which.
ruhs in a parallel direction with it, but at twelve or fifteen
- miles from its actual bed. Every annual revolution car-
ries, off from one to two hundred yards of this bank; so
that the ‘fort, built five years since at six-hundred. yards
from the side of the river, has already lost all Jits ‘covered
 voL., | c '
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18 SURVEY OF THHE WESTERN RIVERS

way; and at the time we passed, the commander had
given orders to cmpty the magazines and dislodge the
artillery, having no doubt but that in the course of the
winter the rest of the fort would be destroyed.

This fort is a very regular square with four bastions ;
in each are built four block-houses, connected by a range
of palisadoes twelve feet in height, behind which is a
good raised way; the whole is surrounded by a ditch
twelve feet deep and thirty broad, with a small covered
way, well staked and palisadoed.  The artillery consists
of eight eight-pounders, placed in the front of each bas-
tion; the garrison consists of twenty soldiers of regular
troops.  VVithin the fort is a small house for the governor,
an ill-constructed barrack for an hundred men, and a
powder magazine covered with planks; there is a well,
also, ‘containing very bad water.

The whole country around New Madrid and the parts
adjacent, being, as we have just observed, quite flat, and
without any slope for the draining of the waters which
are left in scasons of inundation, a great quantity of
niorasses and pools are formed around it, which render
this spot extremely unhealthy; putrid fevers and agues are
very prevalent from the month of June till November.

"There are about one hundred families in this town,

the greater part of which are French, and can cach furnish
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OF NORTH AMERICA. . 19

a man capable of bearing arms; but the Spaniards
have so little dependence on them, on account of their
attachment to France, that when the attack on Upper
Louisiana by Genet was projected, Mr. de Bostel, com-
mander of this post, stopped up the holes of the cellars, to
hinder the militia from hiding themselves. 'We had this
account from Mr. de Bostel himself.x

Notwithstanding these inconveniences, a very fine
will has been lately built, at the expence of government,
on a small creek, called St. Thomas. This mill is a
very ingenious piece of machinery, of the invention of
Mr. Venden, a Dutch engincer. The foundations are
laid on piles, and constructed with great art and solidity;
but the spot on which the building is crected, appeared
to us ill chosen, the local circumstances being such that
this place can never become a military post, or ever
draw a great population.t

¥ Several newspapers have given magnificent descriptions of New
- Madrid: the people of this colony ave naturally lavish in their praises of
the spot they inhabit; and they even pretend to be more induostrious, and their
condition less miserable than that of the colonists in the Illinois, They are,
perhaps, in the right; a tarnished coat is better than rags.

T We bave been since informed that the whole of these works are
carvied off and destroyed by the waters, and that no vestige whatever remains.

c2
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20 - SURVEY OF THE WESTERN  RIVERS

After descending one hundred and seventy-one miles
below New Madrid, and through a country which is
entirely  a desert,  we found on the left side a cliff,
which, ' from its direction and nature, must be a branch
_of the chain of heights that runs parallel with the
left side of the: river, but which have ceased to be
visible. 'This cliff is preceded by a §mé.ll river, or creek,
called by the French, Riviére & Margot; by the Ame-
ricans, VWolf River; and by the Spaniards, Las Casas.
A few yards from its mouth, it divides itself into two
branches: the principal branch, called Margot, comes
from the East; the other, called Bayou de Gayoso,
takes its direction from the South.- Opposite the mouth
of the river is a great island, which is:separated from
the ' left side by a channel from forty to -fifty “yards
" wide, and which forms, -with' this bank, a kind of
haven or port. The land is low and swampy.

The nature of the country isan ~assermblag_e of various
small eminences running towardsthe North Fast,* dis-
tinct from - one another, and each having a platfbrni“
separated by small vallies. On the inland “side, the
slope of these small elevations is gentle and easy; on

the side of the water, ‘they form perpendicular cliffs,

* See the map.
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which, as you descend the river, rise progressively from
thirty’ to sixty feet.  On the first of these heights A; |
in ‘descending, and cvonsequ‘ent]y' on the l'ovvest, 18 situated
the fort which the Spaniards have lately built, called
‘St. Ferdinand. This fort is commanded on the land
side,-at the distance of one hundred and twenty yards,
by the platform B, ‘as well as on the southern side
by that of C. 'The choice of the natural position of this
fort 'is faulty, and the plan of its construction no less
reprehensible, since it has too considerable an'extension
for the surface on which it is placed ; and the front of
the .two bastions on the land side occupy more than
half of the inclined part of “the platform.  From. the
platform B, notwithstanding an inclosure of vstakesﬁvvhicfl
are twelve feet in height, the whole of the interior of
of the two' bastions is seen, and consequently the ‘Test
of the fort. -
. The form of this fort is a square with four hastions,
surrounded, as we have observed, with stakes, without
ditch, palisadoes, or even banquettes, and.containing
only eight eight-pounders.
The buildings, indeed, consist of a handsome house

for the commander, an ill-constructed . barrack for the
troops, and a powder magazine covered ‘with tiles.  One
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22 SURVEY OF THE WESTERN RIVERS

hundred and fifty men and three galleys form the defence
of this place. Such is the fort which has cost to the
Court of Madrid so much money, and respecting which
so many statcments, projects, and plans have been given,
and which originated in ignorance, or were, perhaps,
suggested by treachery.

We know that in a newly settled country, covered
with wood, the bad choice of a position may be excused,
because before the land is somewhat cleared, it is difficult
to find out the true heights of the country which we wish
to defend, especially when it is irregular and undulating:
but the mode of construction of this fort is inexcusable.

Il this establishment at first had no other object in
view than to keep in awe the Chickasaws, a powerful
nation hostile to Spain; it is only since the Americans .
bave poured in on this part of the continent, and have
shown themselves, like their ancestry, ambitious and
enterprising, that the Spanish Court has been anxious to
render this post capable of stopping them in their projects
of invasion.

‘We repeat once more, thatit is not below the Ohio
that a position should bave been chosen to defend its
outlets; hut above this river, since the ground did mot
permit of any works being erected opposite to its mouth.
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I have already observed, thatto be masters of the Missis~
sipi, it is necessary to command the course of that river,
and for the following reason:

Every vesscl or armed galley ascending the river, is
obliged to employ the greater part of its crew in rowing.
These oars, fixed at distances of five or six fect, from
one end of the vessel to the other, embarrass the working
of the guns, which are placed in the intervals. In going
up, the vessels are always obliged to present their heads,
which is a very disadvantageous position: in some parts
of the river also, the current is so extremely rapid,
that it is impossible to stem it wwithout keeping close to
the shore, where the enemy, posted on points higher
than the vessel and concealed behind trees and rocks,
might kill great numbers without resistance; since not
being seen by those in the boat, it would be impossible
for them to know where 1o point their artillery, and
even if the enemy were seen, the shot would bre without
cflect, since it would be firing upwards.

A vessel which descends would require, on the con~-
irary, but two or four oars, and a pilot te stecr. The
whole crew might, therefore, be employed in the service
of the artillery or musketry; the vesscl might keep the
middle of the river, or approach ecither bank, or take
whatever passage or position should be most advantageous
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for énnoying the enemy; while the vessel in falling down
would present its broadside, and might attack or avoid a
combat. Such evident advantlages require no comment.

The fort, since it was determined to build one on this
bank, notwithstanding its inutility, ought to bave been
placed ‘on the platform D, which commands the rest;
from thisposition, whatever should advance by the three
small passes formed by the islands situated above the
cliffs, and which opposite to these cliffs form only one,
would readily be discovered, and the fort could also
very casily defend the small road, and the mouth of the
river Margot ; and as the platform D is greater than those
of A, B, C, the fort might have had as large an cxtent as
should bave been required. But we shall clearly show,
in our gencral system of the defence of Louisiana, that
every kind of fort on this bank, the object of which is
the protection of the colony, would be mére injurious
than useful, and that forts arc necessary only as stations
for travellers, or to protect commerce and navigation;
on this hypothesis block-houses arc sufficient, because all
the keys of the different positions on the left side are
too far distant from the banks of the river; these, for
gxample, are more than twenty miles.*

oL aT. an il At gl Ldiae
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+" Sixty miles below Margot Cliffs, on the right side, is
the river St. Francis. ' This river comes from the north-
- north-west, and not from the north-west, as it is marked
in all the charts. It is navigable three hundred miles for
-canoes. Half of my boatmen having fallen sick in this
place of a fever and dysentery, I was obliged to steer the
‘boat ‘myself; these circumstances prevénted me from
-go,ing»‘ up this river, concerning which e have hitherto
had so few details. . . |
Ninety - miles below the river St. Francis, and on the
same side, is the mouth of the White River.
. .As this ri-Vérsap»pears on ‘the’ charts to be confounded
~with that of the Arcks:or Arkansas, -the mouth of “which
is separated from -the White ‘River by only ‘a slight
distance, and -an union with which -is formed by ‘a
channel about six leagues from - its mouth, Adjutant
‘General Warin and myself resolved to take a minute
survey of the outlets of these two rivers. We deter-
amined, therefore, that he should ascend, with the bark
and two men, the White River as far as the opening of
‘the channel, which he should cross, and wait for me at
the point .where it ‘communicates with the river of the
‘Arkansas; whilst I should " continue with the canoe
‘1o descend the Mississipi, as far as the mouth of that
iver, and then re-ascend to the point where its,rvizvaterz's'

VoL, IL : D
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have made a passage, and communicate with the White
River.  The first who arrived was to wait the comin s
of the others T gave Mre. Warin provisions and storeg
for vight days, and we separated at five in the morning.

On the second day, at hall past four in the evenin -3
[ reached the place of rendezvous, and finding no one,
encamped with my boatmen. The next morning, ag
nine, 1 perceived the bark coming up the channel,
and when it approached, found Adjutant Warin lyin g
along the hoat, and suflering so much that he could
searcely speak or breathe. One of the hunters who at—
tended hiw dnformed me, that at five in the evening of
the day we separated, having reached the point where
the channel of the Arkansas throws itself into the White
River, they had resolved to pass the night on that spot;
that whilst his comrade was gone to hunt, and he himself
was gatbering wood at a very small distavce from the
vampy, two Chickasaws (the same we had several times
et} approached Adjutant Warin, and gave him a
picce of bear's flesh; that having accepted it, he offered
them in exchange powder and tobacco, which they
refused, and asked him for rum; after making soxme
diflienlty, M. Warin gave them cach a glass, when they
sehed for another, which he positively refused. Seeing
that they could not obtain it, one of them, with a club
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in his hand, leaped into the canoe to seize on a small barrel
of rum, when Adjutaxit ‘Warin, in order to prevent his
carrying it off, took up his carabine; the Chickasaw at
that instant struck at his head with his club, W_hich he
avoided by throwing himself back, but unhappily received
the blow on his breast, which stretched him lifeless in
the canoe; that he, the hunter, hearing the noise, ran
to the river, where secing what had passed, he levelled
his musket at the Indian in the canoe, and broke his
arm, upon which they both took flight.

‘Without endeavouring to seek for any extraordinary
cause of this deplorable event, I cannot help remarking,
that these two Indians vvere the same who had followed
us from the country of the Illinois, five hundred miles;
that at each of our principal stations, we always found
they had preceded us; that they wwere painted black,
with each a white feather on their heads, a sure sign of
war or an expedition; that therc was only one armed
with a carabine, and it is to be remarked, that it was
the unarmed Indian who attacked Adjutant Warin ; it
seemed as if they were fearful of raising alarm by the
report of a musket. On the appearance of the hunter,
and his firing, which wounded onc of them, they fled ; nor
did be who had his carabine loaded, and who was not
wounded, firc either at the Adjutant or the hunter, who

. n_a N
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CHAPTER XX.

Continvation of the river Mississipi, from the Flhite River to.
Nogales.—FF hite River—Channel of communication with that

. of the drkansas.~—River of the Arkansas.—1Its red and
brackish waters—Fine country—Sketcho—dnimals and crys~
tallisation.~—Singular country—Great quantity of animals.~—
Louisiana, with respect to its military relations—The places
where the rivers of the drkansas and the Osages take their
sources.— Supposition.—Negligence of the court of Spairn.—
Unsatisfactory reasons alledged by its agents.—Means to be
taken to remove these difficulties.— Obstacles. — Bad jfort.—
Abuse of avthority —Population.—Indian anecdole~—Nalure
of the country between the drkansas and the Yazoo~—River
Yazoo.

T'se White Biver is from an hundred and twenty to an
hundred and forty yards broad at its mouth; its direction
is north-west, and it is navigable six hundred miles for
boats of six thousand weight, but only in high Wwaters,
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that is, eight months in the year. Being much hemmed
in, its bed narrows as the waters decrease, and discovers
a great number of small falls or rapids. Its current is
very strong when the waters are high, and more gentle
when they are low.

Eighteen miles from its mouth, and on the right side,
is the opening of a channel about forty yards in breadth,
and through which a part of the veaters of the river of
the Arkansas empties itself. It is cight miles long, and
Is navigable only in high waters. During the months of
July, August, and Scptember, it is almost dry, and we
were enabled to ascend only by an extraordinary swell
of the water. Although the current be gentle in this
channel, it is cxtremely dificult to go up, on account of
the great quantity of sand-bauks and drift-wood with
which it is encambered.

At the mouth of the White River is a small post of
three men, which is a detachment from that of the
Arkansas. The object of this post is to stop the entrance
of this river, but it can be of no use with respect to
the nayigation, because when the waters are low, it is
scparated from the channel by a great sand-bank, which
extends more than two miles; a passage might, thercfore,
be eflected by keeping to the left side of the river,
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without being seen by the post, which, it must also be
observed, has no means of resistance. _

After passing the White River, and. proceeding teh

miles, we veached the point where the river of the
Arkansas empties itself on the same side. This river is
three hundred yards wide at its mouth, comes from.the
porth-wesl, and runs parallel to the White River. Tt is
- navigable nine hundred miles for the largest barks, except
during the three dry months; at that season the navi-
“gation extends only one hundred and twenty. miles,

~ Eighteen miles from its mouth, on the left, is the
entrance of the . channel of communication, .whiol;; 1ts

~awaters have opened with the White.River, - "

' During the space of sixty miles from its: mouth both
sides of the river are low and swampy; but at this
distance, where are sitnated the fort and the village of
the Arkansas, the country begins to be more elevated.

Ninety miles higher are five rapids, which are pas-
sable only in small canoes, when the waters are low; but
when they are high, these rapids are entirely covered
and imperceptible..

When the waters are low, the current of this river

" 15 almost as violent as that of the MiSSissipi;.- whieh s not
the case when they are high, since the waters as they
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extend flow more gently; the White River in similar
circumstances is directly the reverse.

The river of the Arkansas rolls over a bed of sand,
and washes a red soil, which gives a tint to the waters;
and as it crosses, six hundred miles from its mouth, a
range of rocks composed of pure salt, the water preserves
a brackish taste, which renders it disagrecable and un-
wholesome,

After passing the line where the swampy country
ends, the river of the Arkansas waters, perhaps, one of
the finest countries on the globe. The land is of a
chocolate color, with a vegetable mould from cight to
cighteen feet deep, and a gentle undulation, which, by
facilitating the draining of the waters, concurs to the
salubrity of the air, '

We can only repeat what others have already said
or written respecting this charming country, which the
more carefully we examine, the greater beautios wo
discover. On the horizon, mountains, the summits -of
which are lost in the clouds, and from whose base,
stretched in lengthened perspective, lie plains of immense
extent and fortility; the Arkansas winding, and varying
every moment the form of these fine natural meadows;
hills, sprinkled somctimos with beautiful groups of wood,
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at other times with tufts of -the laurel or magnolia ;
rivulets falling in torrents, or cascades from the moun~
tains, and after numerous meanders throwing themselves
into the river, are but a slight sketch of this delightful
region, from which the traveller with difficulty with~
draws his reluctant steps.

Six ‘hundred miles from the mouth of this river are
heights forming a chain, the continuation of that which
we have already described in the country of the Hlinois ;
here this chain falls back. towards the south-west and
is filled only with minerals and crystallizations.

Between the sources of the river of the Arkansas and
those of the Great Osages, is a valley, the extent of
which may be estimated at one hundred and twenty
miles. In the centre is a lake, the banks of which are
perpendicular in its whole circumference, and 'composed
of a rock of white salt, more pungent than common
salt. From this lake flows a little river, traversing the
plain m its whole extent, the banks of which river are
nearly of the same nature as those of the lake. -

The whole surface of this valley is covered with a
small fine and thinly scattered grass, across which i
perceived an almost impalpable dust; this is an eﬂlo-
rescence .of salt in a state of contmued reproductlon,

VOL.,II. . . B ‘
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since if it be swept away, the surface on the morrow 18
avgain covered. ‘ | :

In this plain are found also holes of different forms,
some perfectly round, others oval or triangular, and often
very deep, and filled with a saline water. The inside: ofi
the banks are lined with this salt, left by the evaporation;
of the water, ,frorh its level to that of the soil*

| Nurﬁerbus droves of wild bullocks, bears, roebucks,
panthers, and elks, cover this plain, and in such numbers
that it cannot be crossed without great danger; for this
reason, the Indians never hunt but at a certain season of
the year, when they can assemble to the amount of a
. thousand or twelve hundred warriors.t . . . . . .

- . . . . - ¢ . - . . - - s -

- . - - “w - e e . . - - L]

* The Indians who inhabit these couniries (the Great Osages) make
consxderable use of this salt, of which they extract great lumps with pointed
sticks, thrust into the crevices, and which serve for pincers; the Indians
- give a round form to these lumps, tie them to the end of lianas, and dip
them' in their food till it has attained a sufficient degree of saltness. We
brought away with us several specimens of this salt. ‘

+ We are obliged here to leave an hiatus in our description. The
governor of Louisiana, M. de Carondelet, having kept five chapters of our
journal, one of which contains a detailed acconnt of this interesting country.

See the proces-verbal on this subject, with the justificatory papers.
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‘When we take a military survey of the structure of
this pa_ri of Louisiana, we must ‘admit that the two
‘rivers, the Arkansas and the Great Osages, are the two
‘keys of Mexico; for though the mouths of these two
¥ivers are separated by a space of more than six hun-
~dred ‘miles, the one throwing itsclf into the Mississipi,
and the other into the Missouri, nevertheless, as that of
the Great Osages flows from the south-west, and that
“of the Arkansas from the north-west, the sources of cach
are so contiguous, that they are separated only by the
narrowest part of the plain or valley, of which we have
just given the description, and at the cxtremity of which
1s Santa Fé. |

From the point where the navigation ends to Santa Fé
is reckoned sixty miles; and from that where terminates
the navigation of the Groat Osages, is reckoned one
hundred and fificen or one hundred and twonty miles.

Thus, supposing two bodies of troops should assemble,
one in the state of Indiana, at the mouth of the river of
the Illinois, and opposite that of the Missouri, and the
other in the Tenessce, at the cliffs of Margot, a little

~above the river of the Arkapsas; the first ascending the
Missouri and the river of the Great Osages, the second
that of the Arkansas; they might both reach; in a few
‘days, the same given point (Santa Fé), having nearly the
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same navigation, and the same space to traverse. The
difficalty which the right coluinn might find in ascending
ninety miles the Missouri, and in travelling overland
sixty milos more than the column on the lefl, would be
counterbalanced by the fuacility with which it might
ascend the river of the Great Osages, which is much lesg
rapid than that of the Arkansas; having onco reached
the head of these two rivers, the country presents no
ehstacles whatever cither from mountains or rivers: we
may, therefore, judge of what importance it is to Spain
that these two outlets should be shut.

It might be imagined, that a comniunication so casy
and direct with the capital of the country of metals, so
well known, and bordering on the United States, would
have fixed the’attention of the Spanish governnent, and
that different surveys, respecting the nature of this country
watered by these two rivers, would have been made by
engineers, in order to obtain certain data, on which a
system of general defence might be established; or at least
that some provisional measures of safety would have been
tuken to hinder and stop, by strong works and a respec—
tuble garrison, the navigation of this river. But all this
has been neglected, nor has any person been employed by
the povernment to go up this river for the purpose of
taking military surveys; we are even ignorant of the nature
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of the country that lies three hundred gjmiles below the
mouth of the river of the Arkansas. ‘The oppositien
made by the natives against exploring this river is but
- amere pretext to juslify so culpable a neglect. |
The Great Osages, which are the only nations that
inhabit"the sources’ of the river of the Arkansas, are
esteemed by those who have visited them,  the most
gentle and hospitable of all the nations on ‘the west of
the river Mississipi; with great veneration for the Whltes
‘and particularly the French. |
It-is true, nevertheless, that possessing that part
of -the continent ‘which is most productive inw'ahimalé;
they are ;eXtremely”Vigilant; and permit no stranger to
enter their territory Withoutlthéir"c’bnsent; ~despoiling
and killing such as they meet, which keeps them in
perpetual ‘war with all the surrbunding nations. This
inconvenience is obviated by a direct address to’ them-
selves, and by taking them for guides. Mr. Choteau, an
inhabitant of St. Lewis, who has obtained the privilege
of trading with the Great Osages, among whom he has
resided for five years, proposed to me whilst at Fort
Carondelet, 10 go up to the sources of this river, accom-
panied by two chiefs; to traverse the space which lies
between these sources and those of the Arkansas, and follow-
ing the course of .this latter river, descend into the Mis-
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~sissipi.  This jogrney would have employed three months

at - most, and there would have been less danger in
adopting this mode, than in traversing many of the
United States. |

But no .doubtw the disgrace of seeing such a survey
taken by a stranger, or rather jealousy, the companion
of ignorance, were obstacles far more difficult to sur-
mount than the pretended opposition of the Indians;
these considerations led us to return without having been
successful in rendering this service to Spain,

Two ill-constructed huts, situated on the left, at
the distance of seventy-five miles from the river of the
Arkansas, surrounded with great palisadoes, without ditch
or parapet, and containing four six-pounders, bear the
name of fort. The garrison entrusted with its defence,
consists of a captain and fificen men, three of whom, as
we have already mentioned, form a detachment at the
mouth of the White River.*

* At the ime we pa_qsed, an eljx‘gineei' had b’ee!:l sent to the post of jhe
Avkansas, thl} orders té bu'ild another fort or block-houga.' He proposed
to occupy a pivece of ground sitnated half a mile Eehind the fort, which was

. standing, and oohseqﬁently at the same distance from the rivex"’,r-"unde;«' pre-
tence that the bank was continually washiug away. Butin this arrangeme;at,
the officer forgot that to defend the passage of ariver, the banks of vy,hi.ch ,

are steep, the more distant he removed, the less able would he beé to direct
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It may easily be 1mag1ned how small a portion of
respect such means as these are fitted to excite, either in the
-neighbouring powers or the Indian nations: the following
anecdote, of which we were Wltnesses, will giveusa ]ust
idea on this subject.

Two Chickasaws, the real tyrants of the river, met
an Indian of the nation of the Mascous, with Whom they
were at war ; pursuing him to the palisado of the fort,
they killed and scalped him under the eyes of the com-
mander, who dared not defend the poor wretch or Urant'
him an asy]um.

’ The commander, on the observation we. made him
that th1s act was a violation of the terr1tory of His Cathohc

his fire into the middle of its bed. Besides, block-houses or other WOI']\S
of that kind, wlneh were sufficient formerly to overawe the Indlans, are
now become altogether useless, because at present it is much more material
to construct defences against the United States than against Indian nations,
the greater part of whom are degenerated or destroyed. The only dangeroué '
enemies for Spain, the only to Be feared, are the Americans, as well for
their population and their spirit of enterprise, as their local situation, which
gives them ample means of conveying artillery of every bore. Such fortifi-
. cations become, therefore, a_derision ; solid works in earth, well constructed'
and judiciously placed, should be raised, il the populatlon on the Spamsb
#ide puts it in a situation of building others still. more (Im able.

American Journeys — www.americanjourneys.org



40, SURVEY OF THE WESTERN RIVERS

Majesty, which appeared to us extremely reprehensible,
replied that he had cxpress orders not to mingle in any
- quarrel which the Indians might have with each other ;
that the Chickasaws were a very powerful nation; and
that if ho had prevented the murder, perhaps in a fort-
“night the post and all the Whites would have been de-
stroyed. ‘

The more probable reason of this conduct (for it is not
likely that such an order should have heen given) is, that
this commander, as well as others scattered through Upper
Louisiana, trading yrith the Indians to the detriment of the
inhabitants, are more earnest in gaining over the greatest
number of nations possible, in order to obtain a larger
quantity of furs, than anxious to make the territory of
their king respected ; because they well know, that, if
they reststed their caprices and insults, these Indians would
keep off from their counters, and would carry elsewhere
the produce of their hunting. In this manner sovereigns
are often degraded by their subjects. |

A little behind this fort is a  small village, which
may contain from forty to fifty Whites; these settlers,
having no means of defence against the Indians, who
are eontinually pillaging their cattle and robbing them
of the fruits of their industry, are in general poor and
miserable.

American Journeys — www.americanjourneys.org



OF NORTI . AMERICA. 41

A single farm, belonging to Mr. Wolf, a German,
evinced what might be expected from a country thus
fertilee. He was employed in gathering in his corn
harvest, which yielded him two hundred fold. The quality
of the wheat was certainly equal to that of the best
departments of France ; 'which leaves no doubt, that
under ‘a government favorable to agriculture, this cul-
tivation would be attended with the greatest success. But
with an administration so vicious as the present, Mr. Wolf
was compelled to display a constancy and firmness of
character which are rarely to be found.

Having received a deputation from the chiefs of the
great village of the Arkansas, I determined to pay them a
visit, and be myself the bearer of the customary presents.
In the course of our journcy, which was nearly eleven.
miles, we passed several Indian camps; among others,
one of the Mascou nation, then at wwar with the Chicka~
saws. I took advantage of this circumstance, to rencw
my experiment of pulsation on oné of the chiefs of this.
nation, with a young Spaniard whom I had found at the
Cliffs, and to whom I had given a passage as far as New
Orleans: they were both of the same age and size: the
experiment, made at eight in the morning and repeated
three different times, gave on the average sixty-eight to

YVOL. IT, F
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the Spaniard, and fifty-nine to the Mascou; the differen ge
was consequently nine,

We proceeded on our way, and came in an hour ang
an hall opposite the village of the Arkansas, situated on
the other bank. My interpreter was very much astonished
Lo see no one to conduct us to the place of embarkation 3
and the more so, as he had had the precaution to give
notice to the chiefs the preceding cvening, of the day
and hour we were to arrive. I observed to him, that the
Indians were never servile in any action of their lives,
and that the only thing which surprised me was, that
they had left nothing on the bank that could furnish
s with the means of passing the river, which was very
wide, especinlly in this place; but that in looking wwe
should perhaps find a canoe.  'We then gave our horses
to the Spaniard to hold, and went in search along the
banks of the river. We had scarcely proceeded filty steps,
before we discovered a small skiff tied Lo a great pole, K
recognised in this action the character of the Indians, and.
casily interpreted their thoughts, which scemed to say ¢
“ Here is a canoe, here arce oars; il you are not old.
women,* wake use of your arms.” My companion agreed

" This expression on the part of the Indiany indicates cowardice, weak-

nessy and dn graeral every thing thal wants strepgth and courage.
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fo the justness of my observation; we took, - therefore,
each an oar, and crossed the river amidst the accla-
mations of the Indians, who were waiting for us on the
opposite bank. After the usual ceremonies, we were con-
ducted to a dance, the object of which was the celebration
of a marriage* On our return, we were ferried over
by women. |
- From the river of the Arkansast to that of Yazoo is one
hundred and fifty-eight miles. In this distance, excepting
two passages, one called the Island & la Téte .de Mort and
the other the Island aux-Chicots, which are encumbered
with drift-wood, heaped up sixty feet-high, and siarrowing
the channel, ‘the whole of the navigation is good; the
current of the Mississipi, from the river of the Arkansas,
bhecomes evidently more gentle. : ‘ SRR |
From the Cliffs at Margot to the river of the Arkansas,
and from hence to that of Yazoo, both sides of the Mis-
siséipi are swampy, and covered with great reeds or

* There is a kind of soft and melancholy langunor in the Indian tunes,
and particnlaifly in those of the amatory kind, which excite by altractive
and irresistible emotion to a pleasure before unknown ; this feeling is, height~

ened by the silence which reigns in these solitary abodes.

+ It was in the river of the Arkansas that we saw the first alligators,
and it appears that they are never met with above this latitude.

r 2
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cypress trees; itls to be ohserved, that the latter are found
only helow the Arkansas, and that no wood of this kind
grows above that river,

The mouth of the river-Yazoo is situated thirty-two
degrees twenty-eight minutes north, and is about three
hundred yards wide. This river divides Upper from
Lower Louisiana. |

At the mouth is a considerable island, which forms
two passages; and as the land is very low, it is difficult
to distinguish the entrances.

In high waters, the Mississipi drives back the Yazoo
fifteen miles, and overflows the country on both sides.
The course of this river is necarly north-cast, which at
its confluence with the Mississipi forms a very acute angle.

An hundred and thirty miles above its mouth it divides
into two branches; the western branch is called Cold
‘Water River (Riviere 4 'Eau Froide), and the other the
Eastern River or the river of Yazoo. From the point
of its division it traverses an undulated country, which
becomes very mountainous mear its sources. It reccives
a great number of rivalets, of which several are sufli-
ciently large for the purpose of cvery kind of manufacture;
in this number are the Lowbassha, the Jockengpitofa, and
the Salt Llatche.
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* The land above Cold River is no longer swampy, and
the higher you advance the more fertile it is found.
There are even svome points which have been cleared
by the Indians. The country, as far as the sources of
Cold River, is one of the most healthy in America: from
Cold River to the mouth of the Yazoo, on the contrary,
the inundations render the climate very unwholesome.

From the mouth of the Yazoo to Cold River, the
country is covered with bamboo canes of a considerable -
height; from thence to its source is wood of different
kinds, but neither the cedar, the pine, nor the green oak:

In the mountains where it takes its rise, very rich
iron mines have been discovered. In general, the course
of the Yazoo and the district of the Natchez are con-
sidered as the finest part of North America,

The river Yazoo is navigable for barges or boats as
far as Cold River, or the Western Branch, that is, an
hundred and fifty miles above its mouth, except in seasons
when the waters are extremely low. There are a few
rapids, but when the waters are high, they can be
distinguished only by those who are well accustomed
to the river. From Cold River, the Yazoo is still navi-
gable seventy miles, to a point sixty miles below the
~village of the Chickasaws, but only for barks carrying
four or five thousah_d weight. From this point its bed
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narrows, and great obstacles are to be . surmounted;
sometimes there are not even SIx inches of water: its
course is gentle and slow, which renders it very easy of
~ ascent. N , o L

 The Eastern Branch, or 'Yazoo,' River, directs its,course
towards the river of Tennessee, from which it is separated
only by a chain of mountains,, rather lofty, which are
ramifications of the Alleganies or Blue Mountains, and
which- will render this carrying-place or communication
extremely difficult. From the sources of the Yazoo, or
rather from the end of its navigation to the nearest point
of the river Tennessee, is two hundred and sixty miles;
but from the different turnings of the mountains and the
viver, this distdince may be reckoned at three hundred.
There are two roads employed by the hunters and traders
from the end of the.navigation of the Yazoo, to reach
the river Tennessee: the first passes by the great village
of the Chickasaws, from thence to Hope Chapaw Creek;
when at this latter place, you can only reach Cumberland
River on foot, on account of the steepness of the
mountains. |
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- RECAPITULATION OF DISTANCES. -

v © .. Miles,

From the end of the navwauon 0{' the Yazoo -
to the village of the Chickasavvs . 8o
From the village of the Chmkasaws to Hope
Chapaw Creek . . 70

¥rom Hope Chapaw Creek. to Cumberland 100

- 2bo

- The second road is that used 'by the traders ,-" this road
also passes by the village of the Chickasayys, but it then

goes to Duck’s Creek, and from thence to Knoxville. It
}s passable for loaded horses, but with great difficulty.
Miles.
~ From the end of the navigation of the Yazoo
to the village of the Chickasaws . .80
From the village of the Chickasaws to Duck’s
Creek . . . . 1bo
From Duck’s Creck to N ashv1lle - 100
330
18

The fur trade which is carried on by the Yazoo,‘

of very liitle importance. At present, the Indians, sur-
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CHAPTER XXI.

Conlinuation of the military deseription of the course of the
Mississipi, from Nogales to Biton Rouge~—Nogales.—Fort of
the Great Battery.—Fort Sugar Loaf—Fort of Mount Figie.
~Llort Gayoso and 8t Ignatius.— Reflections.— Turtles, —
Black RiverBayoude Pierres—Islands of Bayou do Pierres.
—Nalchez,—Nature of the country —Xort of the Natchez—
Gayosa Battery.—State of the forte—Qbservations.~—Lown
of Nateheg, e Papulation, — Conmynunicution. — Climate, —
Conspiracy of  Governor Blount.—White cliffs—Rock of
Avion~The Tonicas—Pointe - Coupide—~ Population,—~ Fort.
—ClLfls of Pointe-Coupde,

THE post of N ogales, called by way of irony the Gibraltar

of Louisiana, is situated on the lefl of the river, near a

deep creck, and on the summit of different eminences

connected with cach other, and running North East.

These heights form a kind of spur, branching from the
VOL. 11 ¢
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chain of hills, which is no longer wvisible at the cliffy
of Margot, and which falls away on the side of the
Floridas.> ‘

These cminences rise gradually towards the country,
during the space of forty miles,T from the banks of the
viver to the peak of this small chain.

The first of these eminences, that is of those that touch
the banks of the river, do not form dliffs like thase of
the Iron Mine and at Margot; they. slope away, on
the conirary, very gradually, and it is at the extremity
of one of their glacis that the first work A, called fort
of the Great Battery, is placed. But as after building
this first fort it was perceived, in clearing, that at about
two hundred yards behind a small elevation comma{n‘ded
the battery, a block-house, B, was crected, on which were
placed four howitzers ‘pointed at the battery.

On the side of the river this battery is closed by
a wall of masonry, twelve feet high and four thick,
in which are crannies and embrasures: on the land
side, a ditch four feet in breadth and three deep, and
a palisado twelve feet high, surround the battery and
the block-house.

* See the plan.

T See the point B, on the chart of the Mobile,

A
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- Twelve pieces of cannon, four twelve - pounders,
and eight eight-pounders, mounted on rotten platforms,
compose the artillery. A house for the commander,
barracks for two hundred men, and a powder magazine,
are erccted in this inclosure. On the left of this first
work, at the distance of six hundred yards, is another
small mound C, insulated and separated from the fort
of the great battery by a great defile D, and which
is about twelve feet deep and twenty broad.

To obviate this second inconvenience, another block-
house has been erected on this kind of Sugar Loaf, in
which are placed four four-pounders. This small work
is surrounded by a bad ditch and a palisado, and
is called fort Sugar Loaf. These two first works look
upon the river. ‘

About @ thousand yards behind these two works,
is a chain of small heights, which, connected vyith each
other, form together a large and cxtensive platform E,
that commands the whole of the space from the
river, as well as the battory A, and fort Sugar Loal B.

Three works have been erected on this platform.
The first, ¥, called fort of Mount Vigie, and on which
depends the defence of this post, is placed in the middle,
50 as to form a recess with the battery A, and fort Sugar
Loal B; but though it supports fort F, it cannot,

G a
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however, overlook the battery A from the elevation
of fort B; so that after having carried the battery and
the block-house, it would be very easy to form a lodg-
ment at the foot of the eminence B, without risking
a cannon shot from the other works. ,

The form of fort Mount Vigie is a perfect square,
without bastion, with a parapet of four feet of earth,
surrounded with a ditch and a palisado; on each.of its
fronts are placed two eight-pounders.

In the middle of this fort is ‘a block-house, which
serves for barracks; a well is also sunk.

To the right and left of fort Mount Vigie, at the
distance  of nearly four hundred yards, on a spot a
little more clevated than the fort, two small block-houses
arc built, which serve for lunettes; they have mo
guns, and are surrounded neither by ditch nor palisadoes.
The block-house placed on the left, G, is called fort Gayoso,
and that on the right, 1, fort St. Ignatius.

Such is exactly the present state of the defence of
Nogales.  If behind these three last works any new
clearings should be made, it will infallibly result, from
‘the nature of the ground, that the works F, G, H, will
be commanded by some other points; in this case, new
redoubts or block-houses will probably be built, till going
on from one blunder to another, the point B, the natural
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‘key of this position,* be attained ; this with a small share
of intelligénce mlght have been percelved at first. _
Fighty soldiers and a captain are intrusted with the
defence of these different forts, which would require at

-least a thousand men.

- In whatever manner this position be oceupied, with
the viéwiof protecting Louisiana agdinst the Americans,
it will- always be ineffectual, unless possesswn be gained
“of the whale chain of heights: since, at present, only a
small part can be supported, and this part is yweak, and

' commanded 'by other points, Wwhich are in'the power of
th'e?*z&mérican's, “and whiéch Tender them masters of: the

‘suiiimits, .as well'as the sources of the tivers. Thus the

-whole ‘of this puny fabric would be destroyed; for anattack
“tay bé made, not only by descending the Yazoo, but equally
well in falling ‘down the Mississipi ; since the Americans
can easily land at Nogales, and that with so much the
‘more security, as the whole of these eminences are

~ avoessible on every side: such posts, in short, are good

only when they can be supported, and defended by a
‘strong - population, which is the grevat advantage the
inhabitants of the United States have over the Spamards

- From what has been said, it follows that the left bank
of the river being well peopled, and the right a desert,

* See the Chart of the Mobile.
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Aevery military establishment formed- on this bank, with
any other view than that of fixing the limits, is on the
part of Spain altogether useless, as long as its political
situation with the United States remains. -unchanged.

- Our Canadlans discovered in this place a number of
turtles’ eggs, buried in the sand, along the banks of
the Mississipi, when the waters are low. A Spaniard of
our suite, who had lived a long time at Nogales, .gave me
the followmg account of the manner in which these depbts
are formed. K

¢« This animal,” 'sald ‘he, ¢ looks out in summer for
sandy banks, on which it can lay its eggs; it is led by
instinct. to choose the break of day: it then goes out of
the water with great precaution, raises itself on its hind
legs, looks around, and when sure of being se@n;by no
one, crawls to the place which it judges most suitable,
that is, to the spot which the waters never veach in this
season, Whatever may be the accidental frﬁshes ‘When
it comes to the point on which it has fixed, ‘it raises

itself «anev%, looks round with attention to see if it be not
observed, and when it has this persuasion, it makes with
its fore feet a hole, where it deposits its eggs, ,cov,e,rs‘,th_em,
and rubs the place which conceals its treasure gently with
~its belly; it then returns, ‘making a great ctircuit, careful
always to take the side opposite to that by which it
came,”
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These turtles are scarce in the Mississipi; but are
found in greater abundance in the Arkansas, and generally
in the western rivers that fall into the Mississipi, from
this latitude to the sea; thesc turiles are very large, but
less than thase which are found in the gulf of Mexico.

The Canadians find out these depots from the polish
left by the rubbing of the turtle on the sand, which is
casily distinguished from the sand in its natural state, in
which are irvegularities, and slight undulations produced
by the agitation of the waters.

From Nogales to Big Black River is thirty-nine miles.
‘T'his river is situated on the left, and runs nearly parallel
and in the samo direction as that of the Yazoo. .

This river is not more than sixty yards wide at its
mouth ; but in ascending it some miles, it is an hundred
yards broad, and is navigable sixty or eighly miles for
boats carrying from four to five thousand weight.

Its sources, for it has many, form different branches;
some are very near those of the Mobile; those in the
south-cast take their rise in the height B,* and those in
the north-cast in a little rivulet L5, or a chain of mountains,
which runs parallel with it, and which separalos its
waters from those of tho Yazoo.

* See the map of the Mobile.
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The coursc of this river is often interrupted by rapids
and small cascades. 'Thirty miles from its mouth, a great
bank of rock bars almost the whole of its bed, and leaves
only a passage of twenty fect wide and four deep.

In freshes these impediments are not perceived ; but
when the waters are only at a middling height, the greater
part re-appears, and renders the navigation extremely
difficult. |

This river runs through a country which is irregular -
and very hilly, especially on the right side and towards
its sources. 'The left side is even, and with fewer heights
and rocks.

Ten miles below Big Black River, and on the same
side, is Bayou de Picrres, or Stony River; this is only a
large rivulet, which does not flow more than twenty or
twenty-five miles inland. The bed being full of great
rocks, it is navigable only for very small canoes. The
country on the right, through which it runs, is low and
very fertile; that on the left is more lofty, broken by
heights and small vallies.

At the mouth of Stony River 1s a vvx*otched hut; but
there are scveral American settlements a mile above.
Although at the mouth of this river the Mississipi forms
no cliffs, it is, however, sufliciently elevated to prevent the
country from being inundated in high waters.
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Fifteen miles from Stony River, in the middle of the
Mississipi, are two islands, called Les Isles du Bayou de
Pierres, and by the Americans Stony Creek . Islands.
These islands, which are in front of the creek, fill up
a great part of the bed of the river, and form three
remarkable passages, of which there is only one navigable
in the same year, the two others being choked up with
drift-wood. This year it was the left which was open
for the navigation; next spring that will perhaps be
obstructed in its turn, and one of the other passages
be alone navigable. Nothing certain, therefore, can be
indicated to travellers, with respect to such difficulties.*

Tvventy-eight miles below these islands we reached
the Natchez. The district of the Natchez begins at the
river Yazoo, and ends at the Tonicas; it is one of the:
most ancient, populous, and important settlements of
Lower Louisiana.

The town and fort are situated at an hundred miles.
from Nogales, on the left side of the river, and on a fine
clevated plain, which we shall call the Fourth Spur from
the Ohio, that branches off’ from the chain of principal.
heights, which we have so often mentioned. Its direction

* See the general observations on the navigation of the Mississipi at the
end of the work,
YVOL. XL, ) ) X
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is north-east, like those of the three preceding, which are
the Fron Bank, the cliffs of Margot, and Nogales; but
it differs from that of Nogales, as it is less elevated,
sinks perceptibly towards the country, and at ten or
twelve miles distance is no longer visible.

This space formus also very comsiderable cliffs; whick
extend neavly four mules, and are from an hundred and
eighty to twoe hundred feet high; which: places. this settle~
ment out of the reach of inundations, rendersa landing
very difficadt, or at least prevents it from being effected:
near the chief place of residence.

The principal eminence A* is eight hundred: yards«
from. the bank of the Mississipi; its form is round, its
slope gentle on the land side, but somewhat steep: towards

©u the: right;, looking from the side of the river, is.a:
large and deep defile B, which begins at: more than a
mile inland, and: divides into tyvo branches C, one of
which, that en, the leff, tumsns andi cizeumseribes; a part:
of the eminence A, Tts breadsh: near. the river-is: nob less:
than two hundped yards, and. its depth one hundred;.
its.sides are almost perpendicular, andi embarrassed with:
trees, thorns, and thickset hedges; but towards its upper

* See the plan,
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extremily it grows shallow. Behind this defile, the
country is irregular and intersected by a number of small
defiles, which empty their waters into the first.

‘The principal eminence A, on which the fort is
situated, neither commands ner is commanded by any
surrounding height. It is also out of sight of the great
defile ; but this defect was remedied by raising the fort
twelve feet with earth inclosed in a casc made of planks,
and strengthened with ‘great beams. As this factitious
parapet was preceded by meither ditch nor palisado, the
present governor, Mr. de ‘Gayoso, has consiructed an
inclosure of planks at forty yards distance, and has lately
began, in front-of this railing, a small covered way, of -
which nothing as yet appears but the tracing of the ditch.

Behind the fort, at a thousand yards distance, towards
the head of the great defile, a small battery D has been
erected, the form of which is a long square, open at the
neck. The object of this battery is to prevent the ap~
proaching a small mound situated opposite, which if it
does not command the eminence on which the fort is
placed, isat least on the same level.  This battery looks
also into the deepest part of the great defile; it has neither
ditch nor palisadoes, and is intended for four»pounders.
This fort is called Gayoso Battery

H2
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- The form of the fort is an irregular hexagen, contain-
ing eight eighteen-pounders and éight twelve-pounders,
barracks for two hundred men, a well which is not less

‘than eighty feet deep, and a powder magazine. The
whole is in a most wretched state; the buildings are
falling into ruins, the platforms rotten, as well as the
gun carriages; the cases w}uch support the parapet are
likewise so decayed, that were the fort to make use of
its exghteen pounders, "a part would infallibly crumble
into ruins. ' Fifty soldiers, commanded by a captaln,
form the ordinary garrison of the fort.

Of the four positions on the river, and which we have
Jately described, this is, without doubt, one of the most
perfect, for the following reasons:

+ ~ First, That by means of the great defile an intrenched.
~camp might be formed, in oc,cupymg'all the small heights
or undulations which surround theprincipal eminence,
and inclosing, by this' separation, all the small defiles,
‘which are so favorable to the approach of the enemy:

"' :Secondly, That this position being 'situated at only
an huﬁdr'ed' leagues. from New Orleans, it may be sup-
-ported and.aided from that place,. at least for some time:

Thlrdly, That .the Americans, not being favored in
this geocraphmal pom't by any considerable river, theh

American Journeys - www.amerlcan_lourneys‘org



OF NORTH AMERICA. 61

leads directly to this spot, can convey no artlllery without
making a great circuit: |
Fourthly, This eminence not being externally connected
with the principal chain of mountaihs, the Americans
have not the same advantage of locality as the preceding
positions offer, by seizing on the commanding points;
they would, therefore, be compelled, in order to place
themselves on a level with the fort, to force several outer
works, which in this position Would retard their ope-
rations and multiply their dangers.
But all these feeble advantages, which are partial and
purely 1(_)0&(1, cannot remedy the defect which ‘exists in
the general structure of the country; this leads us to
repeat, that all the po.éitions on the left side of the river,
yifin whatever péint of i}iew they be oonside‘r_ed , orin what~
‘ever mode they may be occupied, without the alliance of
the PWestern States, are far from covering Louisiana:
‘they are, on the contrary, highly injurious to this colony ;
and the money and men-which might be employed for
‘this purpose, would be ineffectual.” |
At a guarter of a mile, on ther left, from the fort, and
on the sloping part of a small height in front of the river,

* Tt is almost useless to observe, that this survey was made in 1796,

when Louisiana was threatened by the Umted States.
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is the town of Natchez, which contains about an hundred
houses, built of wood, and pain't&d of different colors,
The town is surrounded by a great mumber of fine farms
and orchards, displaying in every part a high siate of
industry and prosperity, The population of the district
of the Natchez is reckoned at abwi; ten thousand sowls,
of every sex and age, :

~_This population furnishes twothonsand militia, formed
into companies, part .of which, in the pay of Spain, isin
actual service. Indepemdently of this militia, there are
also two hundred dragoons, wolunteers, yvell ﬁmoamted,
and who could -easily he mg:neased to five hundred.

In this p@pulatmn may be dmtmgmshed three classes
of emigrants; the first is composed of those who first
established themselves when this colony belonged to Great
Britain; the second, of these commonly called Tories or
Loyalists, whe, ai the period of the American revolution,
took arms for the king of England, and who fled thither
at the peace of 1783; the third class is compased.of those
who since the peace, discontented with the federal go-
vernnpient, ape come hither to form settlements, having
purchased lands at a very low price. |

- These three classes are absolutely divided in political
opinions: the first is purely English; the second is Anglo~
American royalist ; the third is republican, but the weakest
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mﬂmbm They are; however, 'in: gzenera] agreed on
~ all guestions. tespecting the: fedeval gowermazent,. which
they: equally detest, and against which: theirr hated is
- eannied to such a point, that i ever it should be their
Tot to form part of the: United: States when. the limyits: are
 fimédy. conformable: to: the treaty bBetvreen: this: government
ki Spiaing, they would. transpert: themselves under: the
dominion: of the: latter; whatever: repugnance: they might
f;ﬁeﬁiv to:liwe: under a government, which in: their opmmm
1ves ne nﬂmmﬁlwhaﬁactm : '
S colony, aswvell as all the posts. dstablished on ifie
» I3 i sudb 'v[ct‘”i;i +thre-great: imeonveniente: of kia ing
mo naadm opﬁn wari bl - thee: mghummg states;: they camw
v mmumcate, therefore, neither with: Georgia nor Ten~
;1 andistit] less with the Floridas. Every thing'must
| ndﬁ go fromy New Orlbans by the river; which is
 theisole omutlet: and:only. market.

~I£ the being tuhus,msulataed;. and: thereby: depriving: the’
‘engmy: of all means of -teaching: them, kas some ad
,‘vami@ge&,d militarily speaking;. they are dearly purchased!
o3 the smgnatmm wibich: is vhusx produced: in ' trade and:
ftmdustnyz “

There is, nevertheless,, .2 pathwway ‘to Poiniés Coupée;.
‘whexe the great: road, el is. to lead to Nevw Qrleans,.
;:};Wlll begin ; but this pati ;\}‘%\?m@pﬁacmcﬂbla omy for lorse'
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and foot passengers, and it requires five or six days to
reach the placc of destination. There is no habitation
on the road, and several rivers to pass; from these
inconveniences we may easily perceive how useless such
a communication must be to commerce.

The climate of the Natchez, though hot, is much less
so than has been asserted; and the duration of these
heats, so much exaggérated, is very short. They begin
about the month of June, and at the time of our wvisit
(October 22), it was cold enough to render the warmth
of a firc agreeable.

"The winter is in general very mild: snow is sometimes
seen, but it never remains long enough on the ground to
hinder the cattle from grazing.

During: my abode at the Natchez, I imparted to
Mr. de Gayoso, governor of this province, the account
I had received relative to the hostile preparations which
were making in Canada. He appeared to me very much
surprised at this communication, of which he acknov-
ledged that he had not received the slightest information;
and he was much more astonished when on the following
day T procured him the most positive and circumstantial
details, which I had gained by accident, and to which,
I will venture to say, his Catholic Majesty and ¥rance

owe the preservation of this colony.
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The day fixed for my departure, one M...... an
inhabitant of Tennessee, wwith whom I had become
acquainted in the course of this expedition,* gave me,
in. writing, information of which the following is the
substance. ' o o

First, That a thousand inhabitants of this province,
destined to attack the posts of Baton Rouge, of Nogales,
and Margot Cliffs, belonging to his Catholic Majesty, had
been cnrolled by Chisholm, an English agent in Tennessce.

Secondly, That Chisholm had made a general survey
of Louisiana and the two Floridas, and determined thc
Creek and Cherokee nations to turn their arms against the
Spanish possessions. ,

Thirdly, That Chisholm had obtained a list of fiftcen
hundred English Loyalists of the Natchez, of which
List he M..... was in possession, who were engaged to
take arms in favor of the English as soon as they should
be in readiness to attack Lower Louisiana, and march,
after this conquest, upon Santa ¥'¢, in ascending the river
of the Onachitas.

~ Fourthly, That a body was forming on the lakes, in
Upper Canada, composed of fiftcen hundred English,
troops of the line; seven hundred Canadilans, hired mi-

* I had met with him in Kentucky.

VOL, IL I
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litia; and two thousand Indians of the lakes, who were
to be commanded by the Indian chief Brent. N

Fifthly, That this body was to descend by the river of
the Illinois, attack St. Lewis and New Madrid ; to bear
down on Santa Fé, following the course of the rivers
St. Francis and the Arkansas.

Slxthly, That Chisholm had procured six ﬁeld pieces,
‘which he had embarked on the river Tennessee, and
that these were the pieces destined for the expedition of
M. Genet. _

Seventhly, That the rendezvous for the Americans
was fixed at Knoxville, in the Tennessee, for the first
of May. ‘

Eighthly, That Chisholm, Who had concerted the
whole of these measures, after having made his report
to the minister Liston, at Philadelphia, had set out the
 twenty-eighth of March for London, in the brig Fanny,
in order to inform the government of this project, and
demand vessels and money for the execution.

" Ninthly, That, in shert, as a proof of what he ad-
* vanced, M...... had given us the following original
letter, written by Chisholm, in -which he recommended
to him to repair, at the time agreed on, to Knoxville,

to act in conformity to the plan.
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 Mzssrs, M..... and Cr.....

_ 7 “ You will take notice that it will be
“ necessary for you to be in the state of Tennessee on
“ the first days of May next, to put our project into:
““ execution; you may depend on my earnest attention,
“ and that every thing agreed on between us shall be
“ falthfu]ly fulfilled, conformably to the existing planu

“I am, Gentlemen,
€. Your very humble: servant,

“ Joun Cuisgorm.”

M...,. added to these details, that. the governor of
Tennessee was: absolutely gained. over by Ehghndy and
yielded every support in his power to this. project. He
gave  me besides a list of several persons of distinction,
who held: the first places, and who were in the interest.
of ‘the Anglc—federal party. I shall not mention their
names, because the greater number are out of place, and
their party being overthrown, they have no: longer, the' .
means of persecution;* besides, although -appearances

* "There. are- certain individuals, who, to give. themselves an air of
importance, after having lived, during the time. they were in the United
12 '
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were against them, it is possible that they may be in-
nocent,

However alarming this information, it scemed certain
that the expedition could not take place till the spring,
which gave Spain more than time sufficient to take such
precautions as were necessary to render it abortive,

‘We shall shortly sce how I was welcomed by the
Governor-General of Louisiana, for the important service
I had just rendered his government,

"The distance from Natches to Biton Rouge is estimated
at one hundred and twenty miles.

In this space are several remarkable points, such as the
Cliffs, the Rock of Avion, the Heights of Tonicas, Pointe
Coupée, and the Cliffs of Pointe Coupée.

Fifteen miles from the Natchez, on the same bank,
are small cliffs, of a color white as chalk, and perpen-
dicular, They appear to form a branch of those of the
Natchez, though they are altogether separated by low
and swampy grounds. They do not extend more than

Stales, with the enemies of France, flattering their opinions, and con(‘armipg
ter their tastes in the most servile manuer, tolk of the perseeutions which
they underwent, while they were scarcely even the objects of the slightest
smimadyersions The French who were really perseeuted, and who sacri-
ficed thenmelves for their country, are those who have said nothing of the

AL treatinent they recelved,
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six hundred yards along the river, and are lower than
those of the Natchez. Their oblong form, their gentle
slope, small extent, and geographical situation, render
them, 1militarily speaking, susceptible of no point of
defence.

The rock of Avion is situated thirty miles from the
White Cliffs, and on the same bank; it is an insulated
promontory, which, to the eye, has no connexion with
the heights of the Natchez; it is composed of three emi-
nences connected together, two of which front the country,
and the third the river, touching its banks; the slope is
very rapid, and difficult of access, but not perpendicular.
Behind these heights are swampy lands, full of cypress
trecs. The part of the height nearest the river commands
that which looks towards the country. In general, the
rock of Avion is more elevated than the heights of the
Natchez.

Yrom the summit of the rock of Avion, on turning
towards the cast, an immense exlent of country is dis-
covered; the chain of the Natchez is scen running cast-
north-cast, and sometimes north-cast. The whole of the
intermediate country, from this chain to the rock of
Avion, is low, swampy, and intersected with cypress
woods and small lakes.
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- On the western side is descried a great part of the
course of the Red River, coming from the morth-north-
west, and forming at its mouth a very acute angle with
the Mississipi. Ten miles from its mouth, the country
which it tfaverses rises gradually, till it reaches the feet
of* the heights of VWashita; the distance of which to the
banks of the river may be reckoned at forty or forty-five
miles, i a right line. |

The rock of Avion might segve for the establishment
of a very good post, being the only height of this. kind
between the Natchez and Baton Rouge. But we shall
necessarily belong to the United States, if the houndary
line be fixed at the thinty-first: degree and an' half of
latitude. ,

The Tonigas, is not. a,riyer, but a,channel or passage
opened by the waters of the Mississipi: its entpange is
sitiated on the left side, six; miles; helow- the. rock of
Avion, and its;ontlet.at: forty-fiva.miles from its entrances
it is almost: Bifty or sikty. yards hrnoad: at: its mouth. This
passage is.practicable only in high waters and- in. going
up; since it wauld! be too. dangerous to descend; on
account of the rapidity of its. current, and the great
obstacles with which its bed is encumbered,
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Immediately after the outlet of the Tonicas, on the
same side, is a small insulated height, called the height
of the Tonicas; this spot is remarkable only from the
probability, after the observations made, that it is the
point of the frontier line, which is in fature to separate
the possessions of Spain and these of the United States.
- Twelve miles below, we left on the right the highest
mouth of the Mississipi, called Chafalaya; this is the
first outlet, the waters of which, after traversing a very
fertile country, empty themselves into the bay of St.
Bernard. '

The district of Pointe Coupée begins at the entrance
of the Tonicas, and terminates at False River; the first
settlements which we found were, however, thirty miles
" below the entrance of the Tonicas; it is at this point
also that the waters of the river begin to be restrained by
artificial dikes. . |

Thirty-six miles before reaching the church of Pointe
Coupée, we left on the right another channel, opened by .
the waters of the river, and which is only sixteen or
twenty vards broad at its mouth. Itis dry during the
whole summer; and is navigable only for pirogues in
high waters, and only in going up; having, - from  the
embarrassments and rapidity of its current, ‘the same -
inconveniencies for descending as the Tonicas.
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By this passage, the road to the church of Pointe
Coupge is shortened twenty-one miles.

The population of Pointe Coupée, according to the last ‘
enumeration, amounted to about ten or eleven thousand
souls, in which number there are not above three hundred
men capable of bearing arma.

Three miles on the lelt before reaching the church
are the ruins of a fort, of which scarcely a trace remains.
Its figure was that of a square, flanked by four bastions
of carth; the ditch is entirely filled up, and the parapets
effaced; the comanander and one man form the whole of
the garrison.

Fiftecen miles from the church of Pointe Coupée, on
the Ieft, we meet again with a very feeble branch of the
heights of the Tonijcas, which had disappeared ; it seems
that the last ramification of these heights terminates at
this point.

This branch, callecl the cliffs of Pointe Coupéo, extends
a mile along the river, These cliffs are not more than
thirty feet in height, and are formed by a number.of
small perpendicular cliffs, extremely white, and altogether
of the same nature as that of the White Cliffs; they fall
away behind with a gentle slope of two miles, and end
in swampy ground. Their direction is north-cast, like,
the others which we found on this bank.
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CITAPTER XXII.

Continuation of the military description of the Mississipi from
Bdaton Rouge to the river Plaguemine, — Bdton Rouge. —
Military position,— Fort.~Reflections.— Intrenched camp.—
River of Iberville, ~ Observations. — Designation of different
channels.—Communication of lake Pont chartrain, by the rivers
Amit and Tanchipas—Passage of lake Maurepas~—Observé-
tion.—Channel of Iberville~—Inconveniences of its navigation.

—Remarks on the river dnatahama.

THE district of Baton Rouge begins at False River,
and cnds at that of Iberville. It is a nmew sctilement,
amounting to no more than five or six hundred in-
habitants.

The ectymology of Biton Rouge goes back to the
lime when several Indian nations inhabited these countries,
and who, in order to mark their bounds, made use of a
great pole or stick, which they painted red, and which
was placed on the frontier line.
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The post of Bditon Rouge is a small platform A,*
on the Jeft side of the river and from twenty to twenty-
Bve feet above the level of the highest waters. The left
of this post is supported by a small creek B, navigable
for ennoes eight months in the year; in which creek
there is a constant current.  Its right ends by a gentle
slope in a cultivated plain €. Tt is bounded behind at
six hundred yards distance, by a vast grove of cypress
trees 1), in which there are from ten to twelve feet
ol svater in the season of inundations, but which, in dry
weather, forms an impracticable morass.

[n the front runs the river, the banks of which
form, ws we have just observed, the steep B of twenty
or twentyefive feet, sometimes perpendicular, sometimes
aceessible,  but always difficult. At the foot of this
talus, the alluvion has formed the low ground ¥, which
is very unequal in breadth. The soil is sandy, but
solid, and is covered in high waters.

Eight hundred yards from the ereek B, on the summit
of the platform, are the sources of the litile rivalet G,
which throws its waters iato the Mississipi, and which,
i ity eourse, has formed a very deep delile.  The
road pussable for carriages, coming from Pointe Coupée,

* See the Plan,
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and leading to New Orleans, crosses; it and if we except
the little mound H, ywhich must be regarded as factitious,
Being only an Indian tomb, the whole of this platform
is a perfect planimetre, uninterrupted either by woods,
defiles, or any undulation whatever. Its extent may
be about three thousand yards in' length and six hundred
in breadth. . : |

The fort I is situated about eight hundred yards
from the creek B, near the sources of the little rivulet,
and about a thousand yards from the mound H. Tis
figure is that of a star; it has a ditch with a covered
Way, but is so neglected since thé pé“a(:e, that the covered
way has disappeared altogether, and -the cmbrasures
which were on the parapet, serve at present for entrances
to carriages. Nothing remains but the commanders
dwelling and a small barrack; the garrison consists
of fifteen men.

On theAs'uppxositi'on that Louisiana belonged to any
other power than the United States, and that by some
wrong system of policy, in contradiction with the laws
of nature, and the rules of military operations, such
power should be desirous to retain possession of any
territory on the left side of the river, the position of
Baton Rouge, - no,tvvﬂhstandmg its defects, would become
a very important point, since it is the only one which
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cxists between the Tonicas, where the new limits are.‘
to pass, and New Orleans.  On this hypothesis, Biton
Rouge covers this last place against every thing which
could come down from the upper part of the river,
the distance of which 1s only one hundred and twenty
miles; during that space, the land is constantly low,
uniform, and opened by a great communication which
leads to the capital. .

The enemy once master of Baton Rouge, necessarily
gains possession, {rom this situation, of the whole of
this bank to the mouth of the river; since he meets
with no obstacles of any kind to his progress.

From this sketeh it may be perceived, that the
weak part of this position is the left C; and it was
also on this side that it was attacked by the Spaniards,
who took advantage of the small mound II to erect their
batterics against the fort I, and of the steep I to make
their approaches. But the defect of this weak part is
less considerable, as long as those entrusted wyith its
defence are in possession of New Orleans; since the
points of altack are turned on the side of this place,
and those which present most difficultics, are on the
side of the United Slates.

The Americans can never attack the post of Baton
Rouge, but by descending the river, or in coming by
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land along the road, which from Pointe Coupée ends at
the creek B; but to effect this purpose they must force
either the passage of the river or that of the creck 5 since
they eannot turn this position in the rear, on account of
the insurmountable obstacle occasioned by the cypress
marsh, the extont of which is yet unknown.

This being admitted, the object which ought to he
kept in view in the holding this position, is to present
every difficulty, both of nature and art, against whatever
should come from the “Upper Mississipi, either by water

or land. - | ' ’
~ To carry this point into full execution, it would be.
cxpedient ’

First, To occupy the whole platform, which vould
be easy, from its little extent:

Secondly, To keep back the waters of the creek by a
sluice, so as to cause an inundation, which from the
nature of the ground would naturally form a junction
with the waters of the cypress marsh : A

Thirdly, To protect the sluice by a redoubt formed
at the point No. 1, which should contain a good battery, .
so placed as to point its fire on the sluice and the river: .

Fourthly, To ercct a small fleche at the point-No. 2,
to guard the whole of this part of the inundation, and
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chiefly the point of junction between the water of this
creck and that of the cypress marsh :

Fifthly, To leave the principal fort I as it stands at
present; taking care only to give it a different form, so
as to fulfil the double object of supporting the redoubt
No. 1, and the passage of the river. | |

By the first arrangement, the rear, the right, and
front of this position would be perfectly covered, and
nothing would remain but to provide for the left. But
the enemy cannot attack on this point, until the passage
of the river be forced; and it is not probable, militarily
speaking, that this would De attempted, because his
position would become so much the more dangerous,
since a body of troops, marching from New Orleans,
would place the enemy botween two fires, and cut off his
communication with the river.

Nevertheless, as every thing should be foreseen, since
cvents the least probable frequently take place in war,
the right should be covered by a good redoubt, closed
by the defile at the point No. 3, which should connect,
on the road and the river, with another small redoubt
at the point No. 4, where the ground begins to incline
towards the plain and the cypress marsh, and where
the fires of both would cross with those of the redoubt
No. 3,
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A staccado should be formed between the river and
the redoubt No, 3, to bar the passage of the slip of ground
formed by the raised earth E, and a few gallies should be
placed under the protection of the fort No. 3.

To complete this defence, it should he examined how
far it would be proper to rase the mound I, or whether
it would not be preferable, and this is our opinion, to
build a good redoubt to support those of Nos. 3 and 4;
in this case, these should be opened by their gorges.

‘I'his position, defended by a thousand or twelve hun-
dred men, would be very respectable, and force the enemy
to a great exponditure hoth of men and money, in order
gain possession it; motives sufficient to stop any power,
and still more the Americans; since a single yvar against
the Indians, for a few years, would bo suflicient to exhaust
their finances, if we may judge by the expence incurred
for the maintenance of that in which they have lately
been engaged against the Six Nations,* during three cam-
paigns; although their troops never exceeded the number
of two thousand effcetive men, with a very fechle train
of ficld pieces.

From Baton Rouge to the river of Ibberville is reckoned
thirty miles. Before we speak of these two rivers in their

* See Mr. Wolcols statement of the expences. B
YOLs 1L i
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various details, it is necessary to animadvert on a few
errors which exist in every geographical chart of this
part of the wworld.

The names of Massiac, Manchaque, Ascantia, Amit,
and Ibberville, which are found in almost every chart,
are so mingled together, that it is become at present almost
impossible for a stranger to know what are the passages
or canals which they describe ; and these errors still exist
even among the inhabitants of the country, when they
speak of this internal navigation. The consequence is,
that they often confound the space which separates the
river from the Jake Maurepas, with that which separates
lake Maurepas from Jake Pontchartrain. In order to avoid
this confusion, we shall distinguish, by particular names,
the country watered by these respective rivers, from lake
Pontchartrain to the mouth of the canal of Ibberville;
and in order to be more intelligible, we shall begin our
description by lake Pontchartrain.*

The channel or passage which leads from lake Pont-
chartrain to lake Maurepas, ought to be called the river
Massiac, and the two passages formed by the Great Island,

* W took ourselves the survey of this river, from the Mississipi 1o the
river Amits the vemainder, from the Amit to the sca, has been furnished
by & pilot well acquainted with this viver and the luakes.
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ought likewise to be distinguished, that on the north-
west by the name of the Small Channel, that on the
south~west, by the name of the Great Channel. The
large island which forms these two passages is called
Massiac Island. The space from lake Maurepas to the
Fork of the Amit and Ibberville Rivers, ought to be called
the river Amit. The distance between the point where
the river Amit makes this fork and the Mississipi, is called
the channel of Ibberville, the word river being improper,
since this channel is supplied only by the waters of the
Mississipi, and that only when its bed is full; that is,
from the beginning of February to the end of June.

I shall now make a few observations respecting the
navigation of these different channels, and the nature of
the adjacent country.

At the entranee of the river Massiac, after leaving lake
Pontchartrain, the depth of water is from three to four
fathom; this depth continues the same half way the
channel, keeping always on the western side. Having
reached this point, we direcled our course along the
middle of the channel, where the depth of water is four
or five fathom, till we reached the point of Massiac
Island, which forms two passages. Though hoth are
equally deep, the South-VWest, or Great Channel, i¢ the
best, having less windings than the Little Channel, and

L 2 %,
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conscquently shorter and less filled with shoals. In the
great passage the depth is never less than five fathom.
The distance from lake Pontchartrain to lake Maurepas
18 cleven miles. | .

There is another communication from lake Pontchar-
train to lake Maurepas, and which is much frequented
by the Indians; this passage is made by going up the little
river Tanchipas, which falls into lake Pontchartrain, the
sources of which river communicate with another small
river, called Nitabani, and which falls into lake Maurepas;
but this passage is practicable only for canoes, and is
cighteen miles in length. This communication, which
15 longer than the other, and more difficult, is but little
resorted to by the inhabitants; it ought not, however,
to be overlooked, as far as respects its military position,
and a post at the junction of the sources of these small
rivers is indispensable.

A mile before leaving Massiac river, and entering lake
Maurepas, care must be taken to keep very near Massiac
Island, to avoid a great sand-bank, which is on the
opposite side, and which extends nearly two miles. By
steering in this manner during these two miles, seven feet
water will be found on the bar; but the moment this bar
is passed, the soundings give fifteen and sixtecn feet,
which is an indication of the entrance into lake Maurepas.
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In order to traverse lake Maurepas with safety, we
must keep close to the north side, about the distance of a
mile or a mile and an half. In following this course,
the soundings are always {from cight to fifteen fathom, on
a gravelly bottom ; the distance in crossing from Massiac
River to the Amit is about eight miles. The lands hor-
dering on lake Maurcpas are all very low, often swampy
and covered with wood, which renders it very diflicult
to distinguish the mouth of the river Amit, the dircction
of which, in going out from the river Massiac, is west-
south~west. It is situated in the bottom of a bay, and
its entrance may be known by the great quantity of
drift-wood accumulated on both sides, and forming con-
siderable masses, the greater part of which is dry when
the vvaters are low. The marks on the trees show that
when the waters are high, both banks of the river Amit
are covered to the depth of a foot and an half; this kind
of ground continues a league, reckoning from, the mouth
of the river; the land then rises a little, and is no longer
liable to the same inconvenience, at Jeast in ordinary
freshes.  Half a league higher the country lowers again,
and is full of marshes and bogs; here the waters, from
the mark on the trecs, appear to rise to the height of
three feet, which proves that the lands are half as low
again as those which arc at the entrance of the river.
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From lake Maurepas to the point where the river
Amit throws itself into the channel of Ibberville, a
distance of forty-one miles, we meet with a considerable
number of small tributary rivers; as these are all very
carefully noted in the chart, it is very important for those
who navigate this river without a pilot, to follow it
exactly; since all the lands watered by the river Amit
being extremely low, covered with wood, and the mouth
ol these different rivers presenting, on the first inspection,
the same breadth as the bed of the river Amit, it is easy
to mistake, and to ascend one of these instead of the
Amit itself,

The nearer we approach the point where the Amit
joins the channel of Ibberville, the stronger the current
becomes; its rapidity is sometimes three miles an hour,
while near lake Maurepas it is scarcely to be perceived.

The channel betwoen the waters of the Mississipi and
the point where the Amit joins, which we have designated
by the name of channel of Ibberville, is but sixty yards
wide at its mouth, and is mavigable enly when the waters
ol the Mississipi are at their greatest height, the scason
of which we have already mentioned. This distance is
reckoned cighteen miles. 'When the watcrs of the Miss
aissipi flow into the channel of Ibberville not to return,
which lasts only four months, this channél is navigable;
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but the instant the waters of the river diminish, the
navigation is interrupted by the immense quantity‘ of
drift-wood which is accumulated at this point, and which
‘50 embarrasses the channel, that it is sometimes choked
up. Independently of this obstacle, when the waters are
at the lowvest, in the months of August, September, and
October, a part of the channel is entirely dry, which
obliges the boatmen to unload their barges at the mouth
of the river Anatamaha, and carry their goods and vessels
across the land to the Mississipi. This portage is nine
miles. The other portion of the channel of Ibberville,
that is, from the river Anatamaha to the Amit, continues.
to be navigable, because it is fed by the waters of the
river Amit, which flow back to this spot. I have thought
proper to enter into these minute details, in order to give
a clear and just idea of these different currents of water,
which are very important to be known, as well in a
military as a commercial point of view.

Duriog the whole course of the navigation of the river
Amit, the depth of water varies but little, and we con-
stantly found from twenly to twenty-five, and nover less
than eighteen fect. Decked vessels, therefore, and brigs
may go up this river at all times; but as soon as they
enter the channel of Ibberville, and immediately after
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passing the river Amit, the water falls suddenly to ten,
cight, six, five, four, two feet, and at length to zero.

'In the whole of this passage, which may be reckoned
at seventy-nine miles, counting from lake Maurepas to
the Mississipi, the oar alonme can be used; there is too
much water for the poles, and the branches of the trees
which line both banks fall so low, that it is impossible
to hoist a mast, These inconveniences, however, are but
momentary, and it is eagy to conceive that they will soon
disappear, whenever the country shall be cleared and
peopled.

Though these lands are in general low and formed
by depdts, some variations may, however, be remarked
between the river Anatamaha and the river Amit. This
space, fifteen miles in length, is composed of two soris
of ground; during the first six miles, the.land is low and
under water to the depth of ten feet; after which, at
irregular distances of six and cight hundred yards, are
little gentle elevations covered with bamboos, and which
arc never overflowed: these spots are called Tayou-Lasay.

The little river Anatamaha, which signifies in the
Indian language fishy river, is remarkable for the immense
quantity of fish of all kinds with which it is filled, and
vwhich is without doubt the reason why it is frequented
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by such multitudes of alligators; this circumstance renders
the mnavigation very dangerous for ‘persons who venture
alone and without sufficient precaution. - '
"We have just observed, that a part of the channel of
“the Ibberville was choked by the drift-wood which the
current of the Mississipi leaves at every annual overflow,
and by a great quantity of trees that fall into the wvater
from both banks, and which, reaching from one side to
the other, present an impenetrable barrier to the trees
and drift-wood brought down the stream. Several at-
tempts have heen made to open this passage; it was under-
taken by the English at the time they vwvere in possession
of this colony, by sawing, when the vaters were low,
these immense pieces of wood, that at the increase of
the waters they might float away. But unfortunately,
this operation was begun at the head of the channel,
that is, in the part nearest the Mississipi, instead of
beginning below, near the mouth of the river Anata-
maha; from whence it followed that the trees which
remained whole, continued to stop those that were cut;
because it is the water of the Mississipi which flows into
the channel of Ibberville, and which instead of flowing
hack empties itself into lake Maurepas. There is no doubt
but if they had begun in the lower part, this channel
would at length have been cleared. :
VOL. IL M
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CHAPTER XXIII

Continuation of the military description of the Mississipi, from
the river Plaquemines to the Balise—~River Plagquemines.—
Fork of Chetimacka.~Observations.~—Nature of the country.

~—.drrest of the author.~New Orleans.— Canal.— Forts—
Reflection.— Departure for the Balise—Estimated distance.—
Englisk Bend.— Fort Plaguemines. — Qbserpations, — Otter
Passage—South-west Passage—East Passage.~Time neces-
sary to go up to New Orleans—Mistakes on this subject—

Singular country —River of the Mobile.

S1x miles below the river Ibberville, on the right, lics
Plaquemines River, called river as improperly as the
preceding, being only a passage, which the waters of
the Mississipi have made towards the west, to emply
themselves into the gulf of Mexico, in passing by the
Appelouza. Like the Ibberville, this passage is dry after
the rains. s

. M 3
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Thirty-six miles lower, on the same side, is another
outlet of the river, called the fork of Chetimacha, which
also conveys the overflow of the waters of the river inte
the gulf of Mexico, after passing the Attacapas.

RECAPITULATION OF THESE DIFFERENT BRANCEES.

1, Chafalaya, on the western side:

a. River Ibberville, on the castern side:

3. River Plaquemines, on the western side:
4. Chetimacha, on the western side.

We observe with regret, to the disgrace of the dif-
ferent powers which have been in possession of Louisiana,
that no detailed or certain knowledge has yet been ac-
quired respecting the nature of these different channcls.
A few traders or forest men have descended to no great
distance {rom the mouths of these outlets; but no one
with talents fitted for such a survey has yet undertaken
to reach by one of these openings the bay of St. Bernard,
or that of the Attacapas, and in coasting return to the
mouths of the Mississipi by sca: hence it follows that
every one gives a different account, and that the govern-
ment, as well as individuals, have very uncertain notions
respeeting the nature of the country through which these
branches flow, the state of the navigation, the mcans
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“which might be employed to overcome such obstacles as
may occur, -and in short the nature of the posts and
harbours where these channels empty themselves, either
‘in the bay of St. Bernard or that of tlie Attacapas.

~ From the fork of Chetimacha 1o New Orleans is
reckoned sixty miles.

The whole of this space is remarkable neither for- its
military position nor for its channels; it is much more
%0 for the finest settlements of Lower Louisiana, which
succeed each ‘other without any mterruptlon along both
sides of the river to the capital. °

The first we met with were those of the Accadians,
so well known by their industry, their social virtues,
‘and their love for their country. Next to these are the
Germans, the oldest settlers in Louisiana, and who are
inferior to the Aecadians neither for industry nor moral
qualities. | ‘

After these are the vast plantations of our great colonial
capitalists, which are become so advantageous within
these fewk years from the cultivation of the sugar cane;
the growth of indigo and cotton has given place to this
"hew‘production,’ the rapid'sﬁccess of which will prove
an abundant source of riches to the eolony* : I ds

* Sce the ‘Cfxap:_ter on »Agi-igul-mm«., '
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amidst this charming landscape that the traveller is
conveyed gently on by the current of the river to New
Orleans. "

My fellow traveller and myself had reached the distance
of only two leagues from that town, when we were ar-
rested at the house of Mr. Bore, where we had alighted.
I shall not interrupt the thread of wmy marration, by
giving in this place an account of this transaction, which
will be found at the end of this chapter. 4

The town of New Orleans is sitnated on the left side
of the Mississipi, and not on an island as many travellers
have related; although it sometimes happens, that the
water, by means of a chaunel, encircles the ground on
which it is built, as a ditch surronnds a fortified place:
this chanmel was at first made by inundations, and com~
pleted afterwards by manual labor. As this ground, if
we may use the expression, is thus enchased on the left
side, and part of the bank of the river follows the same
direction, without any irregularities or jutting points,
the bed of the river is neither larger nor narrower cither
above or below ; there is no reason, therefore, why this
spot should he called an island, and still less to doubt
whether or no it belongs to the left side.

The spot on which the town is built, as well as the
country surrounding it to an indefinite distanee, is level,
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without heights, mounds, or the slightest undulation,
and both banks are of the same nature. |

The form of the town is that of am oblong square,
five streets in breadth and seven in length, each at right,
angles. The populatlon is composed of about ten thousand
souls, including the free mulattoes and the slaves. The
proportion of whites 1s six thousand, one thousand of
Whom are militia, and two hundred formed into a com-
pany of dragoons. The houses are in general built of
wood, except a few public edifices.

At the upper part of the town, opposite the river, is
the draining channel, which has been opened from the
river to lake Maurepas. It is twenty-four feet broad, and,
eight feet deep. This channel furnishes water to the
ditch which surrounds the town, by means of a sluice.

The defence of this place consists in five small forts,.
and a great battery, the whole of Which'is distributed in
the following manner.

On the side which fronts the river, and at both ends
of the town, are two forts, Nos. 1 and ¢, which look.
upon the road and the river. Their figure is a very regular
pentagon, having a parapet of eighteen feet thick, lined.
with brick, with a ditch and covered way. The ditchis
eight feet in depth, and twenty broad. In each of these
forts are barracks for one hundred and fifty men, and a
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powder magazine. The artillery is composed of twelve
twelve and eighteen-pounders.

Between these two forts, and in front of the principal
street of the town, is a great battery, No. 3, opened on the
side towards the river, and which crosses its fire with
those of the two forts.

The first of these forts, that is, the fort on the right,
and which is the most considerable, is called St. Charles,*
and the other St. Lewis.

In the rear, and to cover the town on the side next
the country, arc three other forts Nos. 4, 5, and 6, which
are less considerable than the two first. There 1s onc ak
cach of the two angles of the square formed by the town,
and a third between these two a little in front, so as to
form an obtuse angle. These three forts have no covered
way, but only stakes and palisadoes. They are each
mounted with eight guns, but of what bore I am igno-
rant; there are barracks, also, for an hundred men.

That on the right is called fort Bourgogne; that on
the left St. Ferdinand, and that in the middle St.J oseph.

The five forts and the battery cross cach other’s fires,
and are connected by a ditch forty feet broad and seven
deep. With the carth of the diteh has been formed, on

* i was in this fort that we were imprisoned.
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the inside, a causeway three feet in height, and on which
were placed great picquets of twelve feet, very near
cach other. Behind these picquets is a small banquette.
On the side of the ditch the earth has been simply thrown
out, which renders the slope gentle and easy. By means
of different communications formed between these ditches
and the draining channel, there is always four feet of
water, even in the driest seasons. .

"It must be admitted that these forts are well kept up;
but at the same time they look rather like mock fortifi-
cations, from their diminutive size, and especially from
their ridiculous distribution, than places of war ; for
there is not one of these forts that is sheltered, and
which five hundred determined men could not carry
sword in hand. Should one of the iwo principal forts,
either that of St. Lewis or St. Charles, be taken, the
others are rendered of very little importance; for by
turning a part of the guns against the town, it would
immediately be forced to capitulate, since it might be
burned in an hour, and all its inhabitants destroyed.
None of the forts can contain above one hundred and
fifty men: but when Mr. de Carondelet adopted this bad
system of defence, it is more likely that he had rather
in view to keep his Catholic Majesty’s subjects in due
subordination than to cover the town ; and if this be

VOL. IL N
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the case, hc has completely attained his object. It is
onc of the misfortuncs of this government, to have
more to fear from enemies within than from those
without.

Continually surrounded by bayoncts during our resi-
dence at New Orleans, it was not possible for us to
reconnoitre in detail the country which surrounds it
and consequently we can give no just idea of the proper
mode of defence, considerin g the importance and situation
of this place. It however appeared to us a point to
examine, whether a well-planned fort with just propor-
tions, and in a statc to sustain a siege, could not be
better placed on the spot where fort St. Lewis is situated
al present, especially by adding a few works to defend
the passage of the chanuel, to the point where it begins
to cnter on the swampy and impassable marshes; a
passage which may be reckoned at twelve or fourteen
hundred yards. In this case, it would be unnecessary
to fortify the town, which cannot be attacked on the
lower side, provided the entrance of the river be defended.

An air always damp, stagnant waters, and marshy
grounds, cannot but have a very noxious influence on the
buman constitution.  Ages must elapse before a country
just emerged [rom the waters can be sufliciently dried,

aud the aiv acquire a proper state of purity. It is then
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only that New Orleans will cease to feel the clfects of
its ovigin.* | |

After having remained in a state of arrest fifteen days
at New Orleans, where I lost my unfortunate fellow-
raveller, who died in consequence of his wounds, and
having rendered him, with the sentiments of the most
tender friendship, the honors due to his virtues and his
talents, I embarked on board a king's galley, and was
conducted to the Balise, where I was to remain Ul 8
vessel should convey me to the United States.

The distance from New Orleans to the mouths of the
viver, that is, to the Balise, is reckoned ninety-nine miles,
During the fivst forty-live miles both sides of tho river
continue to be well inhabited; but the number of good
houses diminishes very pereeptibly as we proceeded, till
we came to the English Bend (Détour des Anglais), where
‘the country beging to bo swampy and uninhabitable.
Y'rom this point there is not a single seltlement, 10 jetiges
or roads; the surrounding marshes are covered with reeds
and rushes, and serve only for shelter to water fowl.

The English Bend is an elbow of the river, which
from this part to the sca makes several windings. This

* OF four persons, including mysel, who arxived at New Orleans,
three died in the course of eight days.
N 2
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point was formerly chosen by the English to defend the
cntrance of the river, and two small forts had been
erected; but the Spaniards have abandoned them, and
have chosen a better position twenty miles lower, called
the Bend of Plaquemines (Détour de Plaguemines), which
is only eighteen miles distant from the first mouth of the
viver, Here a very considerable fort has been constructed,
called fort Plaquemines.  This fort is situated on the left
side of the river, at the mouth of a sinall creek, called
Mardi Grax, on a moving marsh which extends as far as
the sea, and which presenting no outlet by the land can
be reached only by the river. Its form is so irregular,
that it is difficult to give any clear description, especially
having had but a transient view., It is a bastion, closed
by two long branches broken in the middle, which gives
it, at the first glance, the air of a hornwork. The
parapets which front the river are ecighteen feet thick,
tined with brick, and it is surrounded with a ditch twenty
feet Jong and twelve thick.*

The two great branches and the gorge are defended
ouly by a causeway, the width of which has been taken
from the diteh; this ditch is of the same breadth and

depth on cach side as in the [ront; on the cuuseway aro
* Bee the plan of this forts
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placed picquets twelve feet in height. Mardi Gras Creek
furnishes water to all the ditches.

Within the fort are barracks for three hundred men,
a house for the commander, and a very good powder
magazine. On the northern side is a small bank, that
extends a thousand yards along the river, and is directed
upon one of the points of the bastion, in which is a gate
with a drawbridge. This is the only outlet of the fort,
without running the risk of being swallowed up in the
mud.

Twenty-four guns of different sizes form the battery,
and a captain with an hundred men, who are relieved
every month, form the garrison.

This fort is intended to defend the entrance of the
river, and consequenily to cover New Orleans on the side
of the sea. In this point of view it is excellent, and the
spof has been perfectly well chosen ; not only because it
is covered Dy the creek of Mardi Gras, but also because
it is situated precisely at the point where the land on both
sides ceases to be adherent and practicable. It 1s of course
impossible to land on either side the river, either above
or below the fort, and for this reason, no approach cgn
be: made without consteucting works which cannot be
undertaken but writh the necessary materials, such asare
not easily conveyed by vvater: The difficulty would not
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be less were an altlempt made to force the passage of the
river; sinee no other vessels can enter than sloops and
small frigates: independently of the consideration that
the fort would present a very formidable artillery against
vessels of slight construction, by means of red-hot balls
and bombs, which an enemy could scarcely resist. The
viver in this place Is not more than twelve or fourteen
hundred yards in widih, and on the sipposition that a
few armed vessels should foree the passage, transports
would certainly run the risk of being sunk one afler
the other. Tt may also be observed, that as long as this
furt cxists, the conumunication between the sea and the
invading army would be in danger of being intercepted.

Two gallies, therefore, placed under the protection of
the fort of Plaquemines would be sufficient to hinder any
force whatever {rom ascending the river; and we may
add, that an enemy acquainted with the place and dis-
positions would never undertake the invasion,

But these advanlages are not without their inconve-
niences.  These moving or rather foating grounds admi t
of no foundation, on the solidity of which there is any
dependence. The fort, that is the part covered with
brick, though built on piles twenty fect long and two
thick, aund fixed within six inches of cach other, has
already given way more than three fect on the sido of
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the creck, and two on the castern side. The linings of
brick, and which have been constructed scarcely three
yoars, are as much damaged as the other parts. The
banks of the river are every day falling in, mnotvvith-
standing the stakes and the hundred galley slaves employed
the whole year to keep them in repair; these circumstances
lead us to doubt whether the land will take any firm
settlement, at least for a long time.

Eighteen miles below fort Plaquemines, on the left
side, is the Otter Passage (Passe de la Loutre), the most
northerly of the whole.  Six miles below we left on the
right that of the south-west, and twelve miles still lovwer
is the Balise, about four hundred yards up a small creek
which runs inte the Great or Eastern Passage.

It was here that T was landed at the house of the
master pilot, called Ronquille, an honest and intelligent
man, and to whom T am indebted for the permission of
having visited the coast and different paseages of the river.

The Otter or North-Fastern Passage has heen choked
up these forty years past, and is navigable at present only
for canoes. An American vessel, which a few hours before
my arrival had entered it by mistake during the night,
instead of the castern passage, had struck. I accompanied
the master pilot, who' went to carry succour, and we
found it twelve hundred yards within the entrance of the
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passage, ashore on the mud.  As the tide was at cbb, we
waited for the flood to sce if the vessel would not rise:
all efforts wwere useless, and we were obliged to unload
her till she drew but three feet of water, her lading being
four and an half. During this operation, I sounded this
bar for two miles, and never found above three fect and
an half of water.

The Western Passage is somewhat better, and has
heen stopped only ten years,  The master pilot, who had
resided at the Balise since the cession of Louisiana to
Spain, assured we that he had piloted vessels through;
though at present there is not above five, six, and seven
feet water. T sounded it also at different places, and found
no variutions,

The Eastern or Middle Passage is that which is now
used, and, according to his account, is the best which
the river has ever opened,

Its ordinary depth in the bar is fourteen feet, and in
the most favorable season, with wind and tide, is fifteen
feet and an hall measured with the pole and not with
the lead, swhich isrvc!x*y different, on account of the
hending of the eord when the soundings are made with
the latter,

The highest tide is never more than two fcet and an
half or three feet, and comumon tides but a foot and three
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inches. This pass is nearly three mlles long, and from
forty to fifty yards broad; from whence it happens, that a
vessel, stopped in the midst by contrary winds or by any
other accident, and forced to cast anchor; would entirely
block it up. The pass changes its direction moré or less
every month, so as to occasion fresh soundings and bu'oys.
Its direction at this time was south-east. The north-
casterly ‘winds were then preferred by the master pllot
both for coming in and going out.

With Tespect to the time commonly employed in
navigating vessels from the Balise to New Orleans, which,
like every description of this river, has been much exag-
gerated by those who have written on this‘_‘si{ibj'&ot,mthe
~ whole amounts to this: S

The common passage from the mouth of the river up
to New Orleans is eight, nine, and ten days; the shortest
is five, and even four, as I was a witness withrespe(jt'to
an American brig the Active. . B .

‘The tide at all times of the year rises as 111‘7]51 as Pla-«
quemines, which is a third of the way; and as the river
has several windings, it is itnpossible, in Whatever dlrecuon
the wind blows, thatit should be always contrary. If, "
therefore, a vessel be well dlrected and keeps close to, the B
wind; the passage cannot bé longer than ten days

VoL 1L .o
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But there are so many ignorant scamen and so much
bad shipping employed in this voyage, that the captains,
to excuse their blunders, never fail to attribute their
delays and losses to the great impediments they meet with
either in going up or down the river, and hence the
variety of absurd tales which are related. The following
instance, of which I was an eye witness, .is a proof.
A three - masted vessel, drawing thirteen feet water,
Captain Th. .., an American, master, and belonging to
Mr. Plechier, merchant, at New Orleans, remained eleven
days at the Balise before she could go out, though there
were fourteen feet water in the passage, and the winds
were exeellent,  He attempted twice to cross the bar, and
wvice he swas obliged to return to anchor at the Balise, and
at lust unload a part of his cargo, which caused a con-
siderablo expence and loss of time, If it be asked, how
this happened when the winds and tides were hboth
favorable, it may be answered, that the captain was an
ignorant man, that his vessel could neither carry sail nor
keep the wind, that it was ill ballasted, drawing thirteen
feet and an half abicad and but twelve astern, which
prevented him from steering.  Ronquille, who knew the
ship and the captain, as soon as he saw it coming down,
said to me, “ Here is a vessel that will not go out.” ke
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told me the reason, and repeated it before the captain, who
paid po attention to his observations, and who did not
fail to lay the whole blame on the difficulty of the naviga-
tion, for the expence and loss of time which his ignorance
had cost his employers.

It might naturally be presumed, after the great
inundations which take place in the upper parts of the
Mississipi, that the mouths of the river are equally over-
flowed ; this is not the case, although there is scarcely
six inches difference between the level of the water and
the banks. The reason is obvious; for the whole of the
ground which forms the mouths of the river as high as
Plaquemines, arc what is called floating, and rise or sink
with the river. It has even been observed, that there is
less wwater in the pass when the river is very high than
when it is low. The south-west pass is however an
exception to this rule, and does not feel the same effects;
as I found, on examining the whole, that the lands which
surround it are adhcrent to the gulf, as well as all the
islands without the mouths of the river.

There are, nevertheless, ccrtain times when these
floating grounds are overflowed, hut this never happens
but in those convulsions called hurricanes. The sea at
these scasons rises to a prodigious height with respect to

o2
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the land, which is covered from ten to twelve feet, as
happened in 1794.

The whole of the coast, from the mouths of the
Mississipi to that of the Mobile, called West Florida, is
a vast uniform solitary plain; but where an elevation
interrupts this sameness, the country presents a more
smiling aspect, and the air is pure and less humid. This
uniformity is sometimes broken by forests, which extend,
according to the nature of the ground, to the edge of
the gull: these are large trees grouped together, without
symmeltry or order, and with little underwood.* The
soil, near the sca-coast and the mouths of rivers, is either
a dark and unwholesome marsh, or composed of light and
sandy carth which produces nothing. Great tracks of
white sand, in which grow only pines, border these
marshes; the country appears dull during the summer;
in winter this appearance must be much more desolate.

‘With respect to the Mobile, I received the following
account from an officer who resided several years in the
town of that name. The mouth of the bay of the Mobile
is situated in thirty degrees fifteen minutes northern
latitude, and cighty-cight degrees twelve minutes lon-
gitude (rom the meridian of Greenwich, Its bar is formed

* Among these teees the oak s found in greal abundance.
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by a great number of sand-banks at one and two leagues
distance from its mouth, and on which there are com-
monly fourteen or fifteen feet of water.  Although these
sand-banks often change their place and direction, the
depth of water is almost always the same. - ‘ |
- After passing the bar, the soundings increase gradually,
and yield from five to seven fathom. This depth con-
tinues to the point of the Mobile, where on the eastern
side is good anchorage in six and seven fathom of water.
| The inner part of the bay is every where ten and
eleven feet deep, and this depth continues the same till
within three leagues of the town. A
In this bay there is neither rock nor stone; the bottom
being of mud, if any vessel touches it mects with no
damage. | | |
From the point of the Mobile to the town is a distance
of eleven leagues, which is the length of the bay. In this
space the breadth varies from three to five leagues.
~ The town of the Mobile is situated at the extremity
of the bay, on the western side, and in a marshy. soil,
surrounded with large pools or inlets of water, which
render the situationbxtremely unhealthy. - In spite Qf ;
these "inconveniences . and .disadvantages, the . town is”
already considerable ; a small regular fort has been, con~
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structed of brick, as well as barracks for officers and
soldiers.

Several small rivers flow into the Mobile. At three
or four leagues from the mouth of the bay, and on the
castern side, the first that presents itself is the river of
Bon Secours; the sccond, a little to the north, is Fish
River (Riviére des Poissons). Several neat settlements are
already formed along their banks. Five or six leagues
above these rivers, and to the west, are two other con-
siderable rivers, one called ITen River (Riviere aux Poules),
and the other, a little to the north, Dog River (Riviere
aux Chiens). It is at this point that large vessels are
obliged to unload, and that the navigation of boats and
other small cralt begins.

Aboul ten leagues above the town of Mobile, the river
is intercepted by a great island, which forms two passages;
that on the cast is called Tansa, and the other the Western
Passage. The last has a bar, on which are only soven
feet of water. A little to the cast of this same passage,
and two leagues above its enlrance, is the Spanish River
(Riviére Espagnole), in which there is at high tide nine
or ten feet of water.

Three leagues above the Tansa, the river Alibama
throws itscll into the Mobile. 'This river runs north-cast,
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wraverses a space of more than fifty leagues; that is, from.
the confluence of the rivers Caussa and Tapalouse, both
very considerable, and on the banks of which are phe
principal settlements of the Creek nation.
Above the junction of the Alibama and Mobile Rivers,
this last loses its name and takes that of Tombachee.
Ninety-six miles from the mouth of this river is fort
Tombachee. Iorty leagues higher are the sources of
this river, near which is situated the great village of the
Chickasaws. . |
The Tombachee is navigable for goélettes, or other
vessels of the like burthen, forty leagues above Dog River
or Taskuloussa; beyond this point there is depth only
for barges or canocs carrying five or six thousand weight.
From the village of the Chickasaws is a carrying-place
of about three miles, at the end of which are the sources
of Bear’s Creck, which falls into the Tennessee River;
and although this country be very mountainous, it ,W.OUICI
be casy to open a copmunication, in following the direc-
tion of the defiles. The nature of the country and the
lands, from the mouths of the Mobile to its sources, may ,
be divided into three distinet classes. The first, which
“extends from the point of the Mobile to th(f COHﬂﬂenCeff
the Alibama, is swampy for three quarters of a. mllj’e‘
along the banks of the river, and is fit only for the culr
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tivation of rice; this is ground brought down by the
successive overflowings of the river; it is of a blackish
color, mixed with sand.

The second extends nearly a mile and an half farther
inland, and rises about four or five feet, in the form of
a step, above the level of the other. The country is-
equally flat, without the slightest elevation; the lands
are never overflowed, and arc covered with very fine
“wood of an enormous size; such as the white cedar, the
cypress, and the green oak. The color of the carth is
brown or chocolate; indigo, hemp, flax, and tobacco
flourish here exceedingly.

The third in succession is a more clevated and hilly
country. The lands arc covered vwith green oaks, walnut
“trees, and pines of an extraordinary height; but though
they are of a good quality, these lands are very inferior
to those of the two other classes, being fit only for maize,
potatoes, and plants which require a very light soil.

Yurther inland, and towards the wvest, is a country
of a very different nature. Here are natural mcadows
of an immense extent, intersected with marshes, and
which offer excellent pasturage for all sorts of cattle.
But to the cast of the Alibama River, onward to the river
Chatahoochée, is a country covered with bamboos so
large and thick that it is almost impenetrable, '
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The Mobile, generally speaking, ought to be con-
sidered as a river of the first order for commerce, after
the Mississipi, because whenever the population is so
extensive as to admit of a portage hetween its sources and
Bear’s Creck, which falls into the Tennessee, the Mobile
will undoubtedly be one of the shortest and most direct
communications between the sca and the states of Ten~
nessee and Kentucky. | |

" A considerable trade was carried on at the time the
English were in possession of the Mobile; the exportation
on an average, in fars and skins, was about three hundred
thousand francs a year: but since it has been in 'the pos-
scssion of Spain, the govemmcnt,of which has had the
impolicy to grant the English Company the exclusive trade
of this country, there is no more industry, and the
exportations at present do not amount to more than balf
this sum,
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ARREST

OF THE AUTHOR AND OF JOSEPH WARIN,
ADJUTANT-GENERAL, BY M. DE CARONDELET,
GOVERNOR OF LOUISIANA.

Buorore T reached New Orleans, T stopped at Mr. Bore’s,
‘a planter, in Lower Louisiana, whose house is situated two
leagues from that capital* I proposed remaining there
twenty-four hours, to examine with some attention ‘the
interesting experiments which he had made on the sugar
cane, the first which till now had been crowned with
any success. 1 intended, in consequence, to send Adjutant
‘Warin to the Governor the next morning at day-break,
1o inform bhim of my arrival, and to present him vrith the

* It is casy to conceive that all that I describe from the time I left
- Mr. Bore’s ill I reached the Balise, must be very imperfect, since I had

only confided il Lo memory, after classing the dillerent objecls m nxy mind.

American Journeys —www.americanjourneys.org



OF NORTH AMERICA. 115

letters and passports which I had received, as well from
the minister of his Catholie Majesty as from the French
plenipotentiary at the United States.

The 27th, at day-break, ‘and at the mement that
Adjutant Warin was preparing for his departure, I was
informed that the Governor’s barge was arrived with the
Major of the place, Mr. Gilmar, and an officer of the
vegiment of Leuisiana, and that these gentlemen desired
10 speak with me. Being introduced into my apartment,
the Major told me that he came by order of the Governor,
to congratulate mxe on My arrival, and offer me his barge.
After returning him my thanks, I observed that Adjutant~
General VWarin was about te- wait on the Governor i
the course of the moraing, to remit io him the packeis
with: which I was entrusted, and fo inform him that X
intended myself the honor of paying him my respects ot
the following day. The Major replied, that thf‘E Go-
vernor requested I would repair to the fown immed}atelgn
I observed to him, ihat the disorder in my dress™
absolutely required ihat 1 should make some cl‘lamg%f
he then told me, that his instructions Were to briiﬁ.% =0
as I was, I asked bim if it was an order whish he

* T wasin the same dreé?wiﬂiwbi’@hl ha&tmmlMWQ the voods

for ten months:
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signified to me; he told me, yes. I instantly obeyed,
in order to prevent the Major from oﬁ'erihg any greater
insult to my country. Adjutant-General Warin having
expressed to me his desire to remain in my boat to .
take care of the crew, received the same order as myself
to enter the Governor’s harge, leaving all my effects at
 the mercy of the rowers. A quarter of an hour after we
had embarked, we perceived on the dike a troop of fifty
dragoons, 'W‘ho were - directing’ their course towards
Mr. Bore’s habitation.  The Major having perceived
them, made a signal with his cane to order them back,
which’ they appeared perfectly to comprehend. I asked
him what this troop meant. He replied, that it vas
the ordinary patrole. VWhen we came to within four’
hundred yards of the bank which fronts the Governor’s
house, an officer of the place made a signal to the Major,
which led him to exclaixh: “ Ah, it is singular; they
are making me signals to go_ to the fort.” T asked him
if that was the apartment which the Governor destined
for the officers of the French republic, before they had
had 'the honor of 10(—3111{3 presented to him. He told me,
‘that he was obliged to follow his orders; and on this
our conversation ended.
- On’our landing we were conducted, amidst a crowd
Of people, to Fort St. Charles, and put into the officer’s
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guard-room; in which was placed the same officer
who escorted us in the barge. - Two grenadiers were
‘stationed as centinels at the door with' drawn sabres;
one also was posted at the window ; two other grenadiers,
with fixed bayonets, for greater sccurity were placed on
the outside of the door, and another on the parapet
opposite the window. It is to be observed, that during
the night the garrison of the fort was doubled, as well
as the patroles, both horse and foot.

After these sage dispositions, Adjutant-General Warin
was ordered to repair to the Governor’s house, ‘and was
conducted by the Major and Adjutant of the place. The
Governor received him very politely, ang having begged
him to sit down in his cabinet, in the presence of the
Auditor of war, the Interpreter-Gencral, and Secretary of
government, he asked him if he were disposed to answer
the different questions which he was obliged to ask him
relative to the expedition which he had undertaken with
General Collot, ete.

Adjutant-General Warin having replied in the affirma-
tive, and sworn lo declare the truth, he underwent 4
kind of examination; after which he was condugted,
by order of the Governor, to an inn, where- he was
guarded by a corporal and two soldiers, with fixed
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bayoncts, who passed the night with him, though he
was much indisposed.

At one in the afternoon, the Major and Adjutant entered
the guard-room: I asked them if they had received in
writing the order for my arvest; they answered me in
the affirmative. I requested them to give me a copy of
it, which they refuscd. X then begged leave to wriie
a note to the Governor; but the officer of the guard,
Mr. Donois, told me very politely, that this was impes-
sible; that Adjutant Metzingue had given ovders that I
should have neither pen, nor ink, nor even a pencil,
and that every thing, even the bread,* which entered
the guard-room should be cxamined; in shert, nothing
was wanting bul chains.

About four in the evening, the Major, Adjutant, Inter-
preter-General, and Under Secretary, came and deposited
in the guard-reom my baggage, which was huddled toge-
ther, my trunks which svere open, the boxes which
were broken, and put on the seals before me, without
making any inventory, or following the regulations ne-
cessary on such occasions.

* The Governuy formally disavowed this order, and threw the odinm
of it on Mv, Metzingue, who had acled thus fromn a refinement of malignity:
X should be happy to believe it
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The Adjutant, after this ceremony, asked me for my
keys, in the name of the Governor. I told him, that
the whole of the effects contained in the boxes, as well
as the papers in my porte-feuille, belonged to the Republic;
that being only the depositary, I could give up my keys
to no one hut the Governor, and upon receiving an
authentic discharge; by which he rendered himself solely
responsible for the consequences that might result from
the publicity given to my papers, which were equally
interesting the two allied nations.

The Adjutant, notwithstanding this declaration, had
the impertinence to take my bunch of keys from the
table; T oxdered him immediately to return them, adding,
that if he refused, he should learn from me that the
Republic was powerful enough to obtain his head from
his sovereign, if it thought that any offence committed
by him could be of sufficient consequence. The Adjutant
changed color, put back the keys, and withdrev.

At five the same ovening, the Governor sent me word
by an oflicer, that were he not prevented by a head-ach,
he should have waited on me, but that the next morning
at cight he would repair to the fort. |

At the hour appointed, the Governor, attended
by the Auditor of War, the Under Secretary, and
Interpreicr-General, arrived. Afler the usual compliments
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on both sides, the Governor inquired if I were disposed
to answer the questions vwhich might be asked me. I
replied, that I should answer nothing till I had had a
previous and private conference with him, and until he
had read the letters which I had brought him from our
respective ministers. The Auditor withdrew wvith his
suite.

After half an hour’s private conference, in which the
Governor read all his letters, and learned the motive of
my journey, which interested so nearly both nations, and
during which he seemed less concerned st the precipitation
with which he had acted in this affair, than anxious to
find the means to extricate himself, he told me, in order
to save appearances with the Auditor, that he should be
obliged 1o examine me, but the questions he should ask
would be insignificant and matters of mere form.

As soon as the Auditor returned, I underwent an exa-
mination, at the close of which the Governor offered me

a house in the town, where I should remain on my parole,

“with a messenger. I accepted his proposition, and the
Governor very politely lent me his carriage to conduct
me thither.

Having returned next day to pay me a visit, the
Governor asked me if I preferred giving him, under the
prdmise of inviolable secrecy, communication of my -
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papers, to going to the Havannah and wait till the two
courts should have decided with respect to this affair.
Having reflected on the inconveniences attending this last
alternative, on account of the delay which it would cause
to my return to Philadelphia, where. I bad to transact
affairs of importance to the republic, I did not hesitate to
communicate my papers; but on condition that the Go-
vernor should engage, by writing, to give no information
whatever respecting their contents to any person, and
that they should be all faithfully returned to me. The
Governor gave me his word, and sent me in consequence
the letter No. 1, to which I answered by that of No. 2.*
I remained under arrest at New Orleans till the first
of November, during which time the governor and myself

held daily conferences relative to the interests both of

France and Spain. He assured me, that he had read

with the highest satisfaction my memorials, which agreec
perfectly with every thing that he had repeatedly saiJ‘
and written to his court, since he had had the adminis-
tration of this province; he even asked me for certain
observations respecting the danger of opening the Missis-
sipi, which I gave him, on taking a receipt. The GOVQI'HOP.J
made no other answer, than that he was n@)t on suffi-
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cienlly good terms with his minister to write to him;
but in violation of his most sacred engagements, losing
all respect for himself, for an allied power, for his own
government, he caused several of my manuscripts and
most precious charts to be copied, and among others that
of the Ohio.*

In consequence of the proposal which the goverhor
made me in his letter of the date of the twenty-eighth
October, to go to the Balise and wait for a vessel, and
therchy tranquillise the inhabitants, who were alarmed
by my presence, I went on board the king’s galley,
accompanied by a captain of the regiment of Louisiana,
who landed me at the Balise, at the house of the master
pilot, situated in the midst of a morass, from which it
was impossible to go out, except in a canoe, without
danger of being swallowed up by the mud, full of insccts
of every kind and other reptiles, which are the natural
produce of such situations. I remained here till the
twenty-second of Decewnber, when I embarked for Phi~
ladelphia, on hoard the Iphigenia brig.

The Governor, in his letter to the I'rench Minister,
justilied the conduct he had observed tovwards me by the
following considerations:

* Major Gilman, who copied them, gaye me this information.
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First, On the silence of the minister, who had given
him no previous information of my arrival.

Sccondly, The information he had received - from
Philadelphia, that I was employed in a secret mission
~which he ought to distrust.

Thirdly, The report made to him by a subaltern
officer, that T was making a survey of the province.

Fourthly, The alarm into which iy presence had
throvn the inhabitants, especially alter the reports which
Lad been spread by the American newspapers, that Lou-
isiana vas about to become a French province; o

Nothing can be more fatile and coniradictory than
such rcasons: I need only have recourse to the Governor’s
Jetters and conversation fo refute them. When he said
" that he was not informed of my arrival, he probably
fbrgot that in the month of June he received a letter from
Monsicur Jandanes, the Spanish’ minister at Philadelphia, -
which gave him intelligenee of my expedition, and which
he himself had made public: that two months after, not
secing mc arrive, he mentioned on the parade, that
probably the French officers who werc travelling in the
west of America were disgusted and l’l.ad gone back by
the Ohio. Dut supposing that my arrival had never been
announced, this was no reason for arresting and confining
me in a fortress.  Fle must have been vell persuaded that

Q.2

s
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two officers. would not travel through a foreign country,
without providing themselves with the necessary pass-
~ ports; and if he had any doubts, he ought to have made
himself sure. I am sorry that I can offer no jﬁstiﬁcation
for the Governor’s precipitation, which betrayed a kind
of aversion for whatever bore the mark of the republic.
He says, indeed, that he had received different in-
telligence from Philadelphia, which recommended him
to be on his guard respecting my journey; but if the
Governor had been better instructed respecting the po-
litical situation of the United States, he would have
known that there was a very violent struggle between
those who are called the federalists and anti-federalists;
that the first are' the most determined enemies of the
French republic, and that it was natural, when informed
of my expedition, that they should employ, as they
did, every means to preven.t its success. The Governor
was so convinced of this fact, that at the end of a private
conversation on this subject, he could not help telling
me in a fit of impatience, * I have been deceived, but
he who has committed me shall pay for the whole.”
The Governor presents a very futile motive for his
conduct, in the assurance given him that I had made the
survey of Louisiana hostile to his government; since this
pretext has even less foundation than the two preceding.
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He examined all my papers, as well as those of Adjutant
General Warin, and fdund_ 1D my manuscripts nbthing but
observations which were favorable to the interests of his
Catholic Majesty; in my difaugh,ts, a sketch of St. Lewis;
and in my charts, the American part of the THllinois, on
which only the right side of the Mississipi is traced.

I gave the Governor an explanation respecting the
plan of St. Lewis, conformable to what Mr. Zeno
Trudau, and Mr. Gayoso, Governor of the Natchez,
had sent him.*

" * During my stay at St. Lewis, conversing with Mr. Zeno Tradau or
the importance of this post, in case of a war with England, I noticed
to this officer, who was an active and intelligent person, the facilitf which
this spot offered for the formation of an intrenched camp, by means.of a
single sluice. = Mr. Trildm, anxions to conimunicate to his government

whalever mlght be useful, requesied me fo give hun the sketch on paper of v

rhy idea, in order to send it to the governor.x Mr. Warin executed it m1-

mediately before Mr. 'T'rudau, who requested rite to convey it o
the Natchez, I conversed with General Gayoso on the defence of Loumana,’ :

and showed him a sketch of my p]an respecting St. Lewis; he though’t' 1t 80




»
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To the map of the Illinois the Governor had not the
slightest right; yct notwithstanding his promise to restore
me all my papers of every ‘kind, he did not hesitate to
keep it. Itinis vain for him to alledge that the right side
of the Mississipi is traced on it; he knovs perfectly well
that it was only a single stroke taken from Hutchins's
chart, to show the breadth of the river; but at least he
had no right to take {rom it any other part than that .
belonging to Spain.

Did the Governor find likewise any part dependent on
the territory of his Catholic Majesty in the course of the
Ohio? or was hie commissioned to hinder the Irench [rom
taking any knowledge of the United States? It seemed to
me astonishing that he should have been so scrupulous
and severe to the TIrench republicans, with respect to
every thing that concerns Louisiana, whilst he was so
extremcly favorable towards other strangers, and par-
ticularly the Lnglish; by granting to a house of this
nation, Messrs. Todd and Company, the exclusive fur
trade of Upper Louisiana, on the right of the Mississipi.
The Governor was no doubt ignorant that thesc persons
were Canada agents belonging to the great Northern
Company ; that this Company was alrcady in posscssion
of all the sources of the river that empty their waters
into the left of the Missouri; that this company had
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gaimd over to its interests the greater part of the
Indian nations inhabiling the whole of this part of the
territory belonging to his Catholic Majesty, and thereby
depriving his subjects of this branchk of industry, had
reduced them to want and misery.

With respeet to the alarm which my presence excited,
as was represented by the Governor, 1 own that T can
scarcely credit it; especially when I recollect the mul-
“tiplied marks of friendship and goodwill which I expe-
tienced during the time I spent in Louisiana, as well from
the inhabitants as from the Spanish officers, who, mnot
satisfied with treating us politely, gave me letters for
their {riends and relations at New Orleans, which
letters T gave to the Governor, lo the amount of forty.
Il he will have the goodness to produce them, hus
government and mine may casily judge the kind of
inquictude ywhich T occasioned, T overy where met with
persons who were attached to their ancient country,
without ceasing, however, to entertain the most respectful
seutiments for the government under which they lived.

The result of my expedition was so far from causing
any alarm, my mission wore a character of wisdom and
prudence so evident, and my labors were so favorable to
the Interests of the court of Spain, that the Governor was

the first to suggest the means of pulling my person and
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CIIAPTER XXIV.

Continuation of the deseription of the Mississipi—Delails res-

pecting the sources af this river.— Nature of the lands on
 —Poriodical inundations.—Its navigation.—

Gulf of Moxico~—Winds which commonly

the western sidi
Napigation of the
prevail in these cuanlricrs.w].{e(:api!fulatzon.«

ng to the ohservations

e e T
Ttin sources of the Mississipi, accords
venth degree of

made by Mackenzie, are in the forty-se
northern latitude, one hundred and one Jongitude vvest
of London, and about lwo degroes bolow the Lake Qf
the Woods: they rise in a vast morass formed by a
number of small lakes, the chief of which are called Whit@
Bear Lake and the Lake of the Marshes. The first, which
is the most northerly from Upper Louisiana, is also the
most considerable.
VOL. 1T, R
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The direction of the Mississipi from its mouths to a
small river, called Llk River, situated a little below that
of Chepaway, is north and south; but at this point it
makes a bend and runs north-west, parallel with the
Missouri, from which it is separated by a space of an
hundred or an hundred and twenty miles.

"The Mississipi from its sources to St. Anthony’s fall is
only a large rivulet; but immediately after receiving the
river St. Peter, it begins to be navigable, and takes a
majestic course, which it maintains till it reaches the Gulf
of Mexico, without any interruption from cataracts.

From St. Anthony’s fall to the Missouri its current is
gentle, and its waters always limpid.

In the whole of this space, which may be reckoned at
a thousand and fifty miles, the Mississipi receives, among
other rivers remarkable for the facility of their navigation
for commerce, the Cold River, those of 8t. Peter, St. Croix,
Chepaway, Ouiscousin, Moins, and that of the Ilinois.

Cold River flows from the cast, and is separated only
by a very small portage from one of the sources of the
river St. Lewis, which throws its waters into VWestern
Bay, making part of Lake Superior.

The river St. Peter comes from the north-west, and
takes its rise near the rviver Asseniboine, which flows into
the Lake Winnipick. It is by this river that the English
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at Michillimackinac communicate with the Indian nations
on the Upper Missouri, and particularly the Sioux.

The river St. Croix runs from the east, and is separated
only by a portage nine miles from the river Goddard,
which throws its waters into Lake Superior. The English
going from Canada usually descend this river to reach
that of St. Peter.

The river Chepaway comes from the west; its most
northerly branch communicates by a small portage with
Copper Mine River, which falls into Lake Superior. This
river is but little frequented on account of the falls.

The river Quiscousin flows also from the east, and
is separated only by a morass of three miles, navigable
even in high waters, from Tox River, which falls into
Green Bay, forming part of Lake Michigan. The English
take this road to reach Moins River.

"This river is, noxt to that of St. Peter's, on the western
side of the Missigsipi, the most frequented by the Lnglish
in their expeditions among the nations which dwell on
the left side of the Lower Missouri, Its sources commu-~
mieate with the Great River, the waters of which fall
into the Missouri. |

"The most northexly branch of the river of the Illinois,
called River of the Plains, is separated by a very small
portage only from the river Chikago, which falls into the

. w0
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lake Michigan. This is the great communication between
Detroit and the Mississipi.

Thus all the great rivers of the Upper Mississipi,* from
St. Anthony’s Falls to the Missouri, coming from the east,
communicate with lake Superior and lake Michigan, and
those flowing from the west with lake Winnipick and the
walters of the Missouri.

At the sources of the Mississipi the nature of the
country is a mixture of lakes and land drenched in vrater,
which extends below the Lake of the Marsh. These lands
are covered with long grass and underwood, and very
varely with trees.  But from Marshy River to the mouths
of the Mississipi, three classes of lands may be perfectly
distinguished. 'The first, which includes those lying from
Marshy River to the Missouri, forms an undulating
country, covered with the finest woods and with natural
meadows of vast extent, some of which exceed an hundred
niiles, , |
- The quality of the land is superior to any hitherto
known in North America, especially on the elevated
plain which separates the waters of the Mississipi from
those of the Missouri.t

* By Upper Mississipi is understood the space from ils springs lo the
Missouri,

| + See the map of Uppcr‘ Louisiang.
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The second. class stretches from the Missouri to the
heights of Taiou Wapeti, near Cape Girardot. This is
a broken country full of heights abounding in minerals;
but on the other side of these heights the country is less
H_illy, and the soil richer and better watered.

The third class extends from the heights of Taiou
Woapeti to New Orleans. This range of country is low,
aud often sywampy for a greater or less space, in proportion
to its distance from those heights. Towards the south-
west these lands are all productive, and covered with great
bamboos or cypress, to the distance of twenty-five or
thirty miles from the river, where they begin to rise
gradually into fine woods or natural meadows, equal in
fertility to those which we have described in speaking of
the Missouri; particularly on the river St. Fraucis, the
White River, the Arkansas, the Red River, and the river
" of Wachita.

These lands, from the forty-seventh to the thirty-third
aegree, are fitted to receive the same cultivation as that
of -our northern departments; and from the thirty-third
to the thii‘ty—ﬁrst,, as that of our southern departments;
from this degree to the mouths of the river, that is, to
the twenty-ninth degree, the productions may be the
same as those of our colonies.™ | )

* See the chapter on agriculture.
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The river begins to rise towards the end of December,
and overflows in February, March, and April; in May
and June it sinks to the level of its banks, and falls back
into its bed; on the first days of Tuly it begins to decrease,
and continues to the end of August, which is the season
when its waters are at the lowest,

In speaking of this river I have just observed, that its
waters fall back into their bed, which places me in con-
Lradiction with several writers, some even academicians,
who, like professional travellers, think they render them-
selves interesting in proportion to the extraordinary things
they pretend to have seen, or the dangers they have
incurred. Hence those gigantic descriptions and mar~
vellous relations, exaggerated and fabulous, by which the
reader is intimidated or deccived. In the list of these
exrors, is the assertion that the waters of the Mississipi,
when once they have overflowed its banks, never return
to their bed. The following circumstances have given
rise to.this false report. ,

It has been seen in the course of this expedition, that
after having passed the heights of Tonicas, both sides of
the Mississipi are only one vast alluvion, traversed by
different great channels or mouths of the river. In the
whole of this part, from New Orleans to Natchez, where
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the counfry is more clevated, the waters which have
gone out of their bed do not return, because the land on
each side being lower than the banks of the river, and
inclining to the east and west, their waters finding other
channels, fall westward into the Bay of St. Bernard, and
on the east into the lakes Pontchartrain and Maurepas.
But from the Natchez to the Missouri, and oven higher,
where the river ccases to be without banks and expands
into sheets, the waters which flow beyond their limits
return again; because in ascending the river the country
rises on cach side, and the two chains of heights which
we have deseribed approach nearer the banks. The
waters which find, on the contrary, a ground, the plane
of which is inclined tovwards the Mississipi, are naturally
thrown back into its bed, either by the rivers which flow
into the Mississipi, or by the number of large defiles and
crocks on cach side: the whole of this volume of water
discharges itself into the Gulf of Mexico, which is their
common reservoir. 'These waters, therefore, are not lost
in the land, and remain on them no more in the lower
than in the upper part of the Mississipi, as has been 50
confidently asserted: in this movement of the waters,
there is no extraordinary phenomenon; all is sunple, as
every thing which proceeds from the hand of nature:
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< The difficulties attending the navigation of the Mis-
sissipi have scarcely been better explained: these are great
without doubt, but I am convinced tha;c, they have nothing
more extraordinary than was common to great rivers in
Europe before this portion of the world was inhabited R
and the greater part of the accidents which have
hitherto taken place, ought only to be attributed to
‘1gunorance or carelessness, and still more to avarice.

The seasons in which the greatest impediments to the
navigation of the Mississipi occur, are those of its Tise
or fall; consequently in December, January, February,
and in July and August; because in those seasons its
current is much more rapid, and carries down a great
quantity of drift-wood: but when its waters are in a
kind of equilibrium, its current is very slow, and the
greatest part of this wood floats down to the gulf, where
it remains. |

I had an opportunity of ascertaining the truth of these
observations. The greater part of my boatmen having -
‘been_ attacked with the dysentery at Cape Girardot, and
particularly the pilot, I was obliged to steer the hoat my-
sélf as fur as the Natchez, which is a distance of twelve
hundred miles. I found, therefore, by experience, that
the dangers and accidents so much talked of, are with
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a little prudence, much attention, and a few general rules,
reduced to nothing,

I shall here cite a few of these rules, in following
which every traveller may place himself out of the reach
of the most common accidents.

Tirst, The most cssential of all in descending the river
is to take care at every bend to follow the hollow part,
and avoid carefully the points as well as the channels
formed by the islands; it is in these places that sand-banks
and drilt-wood accumulate. In the concave parts, the
current is stronger, and does not suffer the floating ;wo'od
to settle, and there is also a much greater depth of wwater.

Secondly, 'When the river, on the contrary, runs in
a siraight line, and its bed is intercepted by islands,
which [requently bappens, if doubtful what ‘channcl
onght to be taken, you must cease to row or steer a mile
before you reach the island, and leave the hoat to the
current, which infallibly carrics it into ils proper course.
Multiplicd experiments convinced me of this fact.

Thirdly, ¥Vhat is most dangerous and has occasioned
the loss of so many boats, especially of those with whiph
the Amecricans navigate the Ohio and the Mississip 1 fo.
New Orleans, arc the Sawyers, called by the Canadlans
Clicols. Theso are great trees, of Which the roots are
fixed to the bed of the river, or to other-irecs, while the

ey . . Q - )
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higher branches rise above the water, and are beaten by
the stream.  There is nothing more easy than to avoid
these trees; with a little attention they may be always
seen at a considerable distance , cither by their appear-
ance above water, or by the breakers which they form
when under water., I the strcam, in running from the
Ieft to the right, should drive upon the chicof, care must
be taken not to persist in passing above, but, on the con-
trary, to yicld to the current, and pass below, that is,
on the right, leaving the ¢hicot on the left. By taking
such precantions, these obstacles may always be avoided s
the Americans, however, not only neglect to steer their
boats in these long voyages, but their excessive cconomy
leads them to continue their route during the night as
well as the day, by which means a great nwmber are lost :
from these circumstances, the navigation of this river
18 reckoned dangerous, although it is very scldom that
auny such accidents happen to boats manned by Canadians.

With respect to ascending the Mississipi, the most
favorable scason, as we have alrcady observed, is when
the river is very high or quite low. In the first case, as
there is abundance of water In every part, and the boat
is not driven by the stream, none of the inconveniences
are to be apprehended which are met with in descending

the viver,  In the sccond case, the inverse direction of
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that which we have pointed out in descending ought to
be followed; the concave parts must here be avoided by
~ keeping close to the points, because on this side the stream
is less rapid, and these points sometimes offer convenient
banks four or five miles in exient, where the towing line
may be uscd.

‘We have alrecady remarked, that within these twenty
years these impediments have very perceptibly diminished.
Thesc changes have justly been attributed to the immense
numbers which since the peace resort to the Ohio and
the parts adjacent, both sides of which are cleared and
peopled with very great rapidity.

There is no doubt, therefore, that in proportion as all
the great rivers tributary to the Mississipi, especially the
Missouri, hecome inhabited, a part of these obstacles will
diminish; because it is the vast forests which attract the
clouds, and keep up the constant humidity that feeds
the small rivalets. It has been remarked, that beyond the
Alleganies a much greater quantity of rain falls, one year
with another, than on this side of the mountains, where
vast plains have been cleared and cultivated. When the
same ecircumstance shall take place with respect to the
Western States, the rains will be less frequent, and the
greater part of the rivulets will be dried up; the rivers

52
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thus Turnishing less water 1o the Mississipi, its inundations
will diminish progressively,

By means of the elearings, the banks of the rivers
being no longer covered swith trees, these immense quan-

pities of drilt-wood will disappear, and the Mississipi, the

Ohio, awd the Missouri will beeome as free from embar-

racements as Hudsons River, the Delaware, and the
Potomae, which certainly presented the same inconve-
nictees wlen visited for the first time by civilised men.

Bolore wwe leave this subject, we shall make a few
ehservitions respecting the navigation ol the Gull of
Mesien 3 the difticulties and dangers of which have bheen
also represented as one of the great incanvenivnees which
would necessarily form an obstacle to the prosperity of
this part of the continent. This opinion has been enter-
tained by men whose talents and publie character so justly
command respeet and admirationy by Mr. Jefferson, for
instanee, in his work on Virginia,

What renders the navigation of the gulf of Mexico
diflicult and dangerous, arve the currcunts; but it s proper
to state inowhat part of the gall they are really dangerous.

Below the tventyesevently degree, the currents flow
fnto the gully above this kitade, they {lony out.  The

Buether we penvivate into the gulfy alter passing the
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twenty-seventh degree, the greater variation is found
in the direction of the currents, a variation sometimes
-every twenty-four hours. In this part, the navigation 1s
very dangerous, because no practice can establish certain
rules. 'This is so true, that when a vessel, coming from
the bottom of the gulf, has passed the twenty-seventh
degree, the seaman regards his voyage as completed, and
considers himself as out of all danger.

Above the twenty-seventh degree, as I have just
observed, the currents flow outwards, but with this
difference, that they mever vary. At the twenty-ninth
degree, near the mouths of the Mississipi, the currents
run from east to west; that is, the waters of the rivers
‘divide, half in the bay St Bernard, and the other half
in Pensacola, but this lasts only during the time of the
soundings, after which the currents run straight upon the
channel of Bahama. ~

But as vessels never go out from the river except with
ven if they should be becalmed, good

steady winds, ande
d, there is not the slightest

anchorage is every where foun |
: . . either on Pensacola or into the
danger of being thrown either ‘
bay of St. Bernard; so that no accidents take place but
~below the twenty-seventh degrec-
With res_pe‘ct to the winds that prevail in the valley
the Mississipi, the obscrvations which we made day by
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day agree with the information we reccived from the most
experienced pilots,

‘T'he winds on the Ohio are in gencral variable; but
it is, however, to he observed, that they blow more
commonly from the south than the north, and very rarely
from ibe north-cast.

The south-casterly winds are very common during
the summer, and always bring rain ov thick fogs.

The south-vwest is very clear and hot; the wind from
the south brings hurricancs,

In Upper Louisiana, towards the Illinois, and above,
the westerly winds produce storms, which follow the
chain of heights that berder the river and run towards
the south-south-yvest,

The winds on the Missouri blow cleven months in
the year from the north-west, and are most powerful in
the vicinity of the Yellow mountains, Towards noon, they
sometimes rush with such violence that the navigator is
obliged to land; the wind, however, falls as the sun
goes down,

In Lower Louisiana, below the thirty-third degree,
from the month of November to that of March, the
north-uorth-yrest and north-cast winds prevail. Some-
times the winds turn to the south, but never more
than for twenty-four hours, when they are always fol-
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lowed by rain; they afterwards constantly return to the
north-west. o o |

April, May, and June, are remarkable for calms and
great droughts. July, August, and September, are, as in
the islands, the season of winds, which blow from every
point of the compass; the winds, except at this period,
blow always from the south~vvest. ‘

It is in August that hurricanes take place; they com-~
monly begin in the north-north-east, blow at first with
violence for a few hours, after which there is-a dead
calm which lasts a fow minutes; the winds then pass
to the south-south-wyest, rage with fury, and drive the
water upon the land more than six feet above its hanks;
but these hurricanes are never felt inland, I mean those
of this dircction, beyond the thirtieth degree. VWhen
these blasts are accompanied with thun‘der, there isnothing
to fear from the hurricane. o

The natural monuments of Upper and Lower Lou-
isiana are cvidences of the antiquity of these countries;
Lowor Louisiana, from the immense quantity of earthy
depdts which have been carried down by the Mississipi;
Upper Louisiana, from the arrangement of the layers of
earth, the traces of vegetables and animals found at

different depths, the high tracks of meadow. ground along
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the elevated plains which separate Louisiana from New
Mexico, where are still seen scattered rocks which seem
to be the wrecks, or rather the most elevated points, of
a chain of mountains which exist no longer, because the
waters have covered them again with their mud.

‘With respect to the fictitious monuments of which
certain travellers have given such magnificent descriptions,
the most numerous are the mounds -of different heights,
which have served as fortresses to the Indian nations,
and which are called Mammelles. These mounds are
‘scattered in all directions; and in digging are found stone
hatchets, tomahawks, and earthen vessels, some of which
are still whole. Tombs, consisting of stones heaped
together, are sometimes met with; and it is said, that at
no great distance from fort St. Charles, in the country of
the Illinois, there are others of hewn stone; and that in
the same place is a beautiful grotto in a rock. In other
places, we were assured that there are traces of buildings
of hewn stone of an enormous size; but we saw nothing
“of this kind, nor any of those characters which have been
mentioned, and which, it is said, have no resemblance
with any writing hitherto known. |

‘What is called Palissa is the figure of a great 1mag1na1‘y
animal, which the Indians have rudely deplctured in red,
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in the slope of a great rock on the eastern side of the
Mississipi, near the river of the Illinois. The subter~
rancous grottos, of which travellers have recounted so
many cxtraordinary things, are caverns hollowed by the
waters, and in which strong concrctions have been formed.
The mud that is deposited in these cavities receives the
marks of the feet of animals, which, remaining in this
layer, petrify and become homogencous with the rock.
These grottos are very numerous. In the river of the
Arkansas is a great rock, called the Sugar Loaf, around
~the base of which are several of those cavities, There
arc others on the banks of the rivers, inte which canoes
can enter.  Some of these caverns, it is said, are so deep,
that it requires an hour’s walking to reach the end; others
pierce even the mountains. Ithas been asserted that there
arc rocks cut perpendicularly, with crannies in the top;
but this is a fable : for these rocks have been formed by
the eurrents of water, the cuttings have been made Dy
the falling down of the earth, and those crannies are
oily the protruding parts which the waters could not
- reach,
I shall not close these observations like the greater part

of travellers, whose presumption leads them to beliex.re |
that they have scen, done, and said every thing. I will

YOL. 11, T
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frankly acknowledge, on the contrary, that this work is
very incomplete, because the countrics which we had
traversed were immense ; that o examine them in detail
required as many years as we employed months, and as
much facility as we found obstacles. ‘

But we may be permitted to ohserve, notwithstanding
the multiplied imperfections of this work, that if the
critical period in which we undertook it be considered;
if we reflect that we had to struggle against the jealousy
and hatred of the federalists and English ; to excite no
uneasiness in the Spanish government, ‘which the beha-
viour of a few vagabonds that had preceded us in the
same route, but with perfidious views, had too well
justified; if it be recollected that we were watched and
surrounded by spies and assassins, and even arrested; we
‘may venture to hope that this series of observations will
‘merit some attention, especially if, as we trust, it should
be an incitement in others to complete it. It was neces-
sary, also,-to brave other perils : huta true Frenchman is
unacquainted - with danger when any service is to be
- rendered his country.

As a supplement to the information we have gathered
respecting these countries, we shall treat in general of

its productions, woods, commerce, policy, limits, as well
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CHAPTER XXV,

Productions of Louistana~—Timber.~Errors in Burope respecting
the timber in the United States~State of Lowisiana and the
Tloridas. — Inferior quality of the woods in the norih.
wThe woods of the west proferable.—~Timber for building.—
Green oak—IFhite and black oak—~Cedars ~Cypress.—~—Pines.

—Tilms—~Otlher sorts af wood—Cayenne wood~Other spon-

tanecons productions qof Louisiana.

As the productions of the earth ave the first, we might
even say, the only elements of commerce, it is with these
that I shall begin this chapter. |

It is well known that the forests of the Baltic, which
for so long a time supplied the whole marine of Europe,
are beginning to he exhausted ; that this state of consump-
tion will naturally increase the price of timber; and
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that England, in order to obtain what she wants, has
considerable advantages over the rest of the maritime
povvers. .

It 13 gencrally believed in Europe that the continent
of America, and by the continent is understood the United
States, can, by means of its vast forests, supply the marine
of Europe with timber, when it can no longer be found
in the forests of the north. The enormous difference
between the population of the United States and the
extent of their territory, is no doubt the foundation of
this opinion.

But the consumption of wood is immense in the United
States; the new clearings in which the wood is almost
always burnt; the construction of American vessels, which
conswmes so much the more, as these vessels last a much
shorter time than those of Europe ; their buildings;
the fences which inclose fields from one end of the con-
tinent to the other; in short, the waste of every kind
made by an improvident people, have destroyed such a
quantity of wood, that scarcely any is to be [ound wiihin
an hundred miles of the sea, or near navigable rivers,
Fire wwood is dearcr in the towns of America than in those
of Enrope. Exeepling in the forests of South Caroliva and
Georgia, the tmber, independently of its doubtlul gnality

% . ) . A oo [T e!
fur the construetion of vessels, 15 not of suflicient grevin
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for greal ships; in Georgia cven, the builders for the
Woited States found with difficulty green oak of sufficient
size to build the six [rigates which Congress had decreed
threc years before; in short, the litile that had escaped
the general devastation has lately heen purchased by the
federal government. These facts, known by all those
who areacquainted with the United States, are convineing
prools that the hope emertained in Burope of finding
great resources here for its naval constructions is alto-
gether erroncous.

Buat the resources which are no longer to he found in
the territory of the United States, are met with in abun-
dance in the forests of Louisiana and the Floridas. The
great ferulity of the soil produces timber of the f{inest
kinds and the largest dimensions; and as these immense
countries are almost all uninhabited, and as Spain has
hitheoerio extracted but litde timber, we may consider the
forests as untouched, or at least as offering resources which
will not be exhausted for a long series of years.

"I“here are, however, in North America and lovards
El udson’s Bay, some forests which no doubt are yet un-
touched: butalthough they may furnish a cerlain portion
of vvood it for building, it is m?xly in very small quanti-
ties. It bas gencrally heen ohserved, that, in the northern
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latitudes, the forests are so thickly peopled with trees as
to hinder the circulation of the air and keep the ground
in a continual state of humidity, which prevents the trees
from rising beyond a certain height, or of keeping such
under as injure their growth. Their humidity also renders
the sap watery and casy of fermentation, on which account
the timber is very liable to rottennoss.

"T'his is not the case in the more southerly latitudes, such
as the banks of the Missouri, the Arkansas, St. Francis, the
Osages, Yazoo, Ibberville, the Red River, the Washites,
the Mobile, and throughout the whole country to the
west of the Mississipi.

The ground there imbibes the waters which it receives,
without retaining them on its surface, as in the north.
Fed by a more substantial sap, the trees rise with force
and quickness sufficient to disengage themsclves from
such as would hinder their growth; the air circulates
around them, and aids their vegetalion, their force, and
their beauty. These forests are less peopled with trees;
but those which grow there are fine, tall, straight, and
of proper dimensions. Their sap is oily, which renders
their fibres hard and compact, and preserves them from
the rottenness so common in the forests of the north.
Under these lofty trees the gronnd is often covered with
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rich and thick herbage. Such in general are the forests
of these countries, the immense extent of which may,
however, give room to some exceptions.

The most valuable wood for naval constructions which
grows in the Floridas and in Louisiana, is the green oak,
the white and black oak, the red cedar, the pine and eln.

The green oak grows in East Florida, on the Mobile,

the Washites, the Red River, and the Yazoo, on the
‘Attacapas, and in the vicinity of New Orleans, where it
is in great abundance ; but this tree is not found above the
thirty-first degree, or at least the small number beyond
this latitude are stunted and of bad growth. '

The quality of the green oak, its solidity and duration,
are generally known. The vessels which are constructed
with this wood, are of long duration. A remarkable
and authentic instance will confirm the opinion which
has heen formed respecting the firmness of this timber.
When the Fnglish in the last war were desirous of
‘fortifying Pensacola, they were oblig’ed to destroy a small
fort built of green oak, erected in 1680 by the French,
at the time of their first settlement. They found the
wood as sound and untouched 1in all its parts, as if it had
been cut the preceding day, and the whole without any
waste was employed in forming the new intrenchment-

VOL. 1L, ) u
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This fact was related by an English engineer eharged with
the construction of that work. B

A picce of green oak, thirty feet long and thirty-four
inches square, costs the King of Spain four livres the foot,
delivered at New Orleans. . Mr. Serile, master builder m
the service of Spain, a man of considerable talents and
reputation in his line of business, attributes this dearness
10 the want of hands; he asserts that he could reduce this
price a third, if he could disposc of a few sailors to make
trains. ‘ |

The white and black oak grow throughout the whole
continent of Upper Louisiana; these are in severalyparts
thinly planted and lofly.

The custom of the Indian hunlers of sctiing fire in
ihe spring to the leaves which have fallen in the winter,
and to the shoots, contributes, with the nature of the soil,
to the insulated growth of the trees; and in those paris
which are burnt, the trees are much moredistant from each
other.. There are also vast natural meadows in which
there are no treos, and which are covered with a long,
thick, and rich herbage. This almost total absence of trees,
in parts so cxlensive and in a soil so rich, can be attributed
only to the fires made by the Indians, to which they often
can neither give the direction nor the limits they wish ;

#
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and who, = indeed, embarras themselyes very little
respecting the greater or less extent of ground which ‘is
consumed. But it results from these frequent glades in
the midst of these forests, that the trees which border
them being more exposed, receive from the impulsion of
the wind a curved form, which renders them still more
fit for that part in the construction of vessels for which
~ they are employed. “
Mr. Serile asserts, that these kinds of oaks are pre-
: ferable to those of Europe for ribs, knees, and ‘curbs.
The cedar grows on the banks of the Missouri and the
rivers Plate and Arkansas. Itis of a reddish marble color,
and almost alWays of fine dimensions ; the quality of its
timber is good, though -inferior to that of Cuba,  being
more brittle. , : -
The cypress grows on both sides the Mississipi, ﬂom‘
its mouth to the river Arkansas, and in all the marshy
“grounds of these latitudes. This tree rises above seventy
foet on a diameter of eighteen .or twenty-four inches; its
trunk is straight and . without knots. The Spaniards
se them for masts; they are less serviceable for. -yards,
these terminate almost in a point, the heart of
is exposed, and the piece is liable

u
because as

the tree, more porous,
i its.end. The cypress contains a great quantlty

U3

™
-

to break a
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of soft substange between the bark and the wood, but
as the trees arc large, there siill remains, after taking
away the imperfect part, a thickness of good wood greater
than the proportions requisite for the use in which it is
employed.* The cypress plank, ten feet long, a foot wide,
and an inch in thickness, sells at Now Orleans only
for twenty-four or twenty-five sous tournois.

The pine grows very generally through the whole of
Louisiana; those on the Red River, the White River,
and the Arkansas are of the greatest height, straight, and
without knots : they have the same elasticity as those of
Riga, only they are more heavy and less liable to break
than the cypress, and can be more easily repaired; the
cypress, however, lasts longer than the pinc.

The pine in the Illinois and in the Missouri is less
tall, more knotty, and the wood is drier than those above-
mentioned. The price of a pine, coming from the Red
River, the White River, and the Arkansas, and delivered
at New Orleans, is a piastre the foot; hitherto noue have
been extracted from the Illinois for the Spanish}marinc.

The elm grows also in almost every part of Louisiana:

* The principal defect of the cypress is being too heavy; the Spaniards
employ it only in the construction of their first-rate vessels.
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its wood is used for pullies, pumps, carriages for cannon,
and every kind of wheelwright’s work; but that which
grows on heights and in light grounds is the best.

Nearly the same kinds of wood are without doubt
found in every part of the United States bordering on the
Mississipi, as in the Spanish possessions on the same river;
but these parts, from their population and the clearings
which are made, are in every rospect superior to those of
Spain, and conscquently are exposed to the same degra-
dation as the other parts of the States nearer the sea.
Besides, if ever this timber should become uscful for the
marine belonging to the power which should have pos-
session of New Orleans, it cannot be obtained without
purchase; and whether it be employed by this marine,
or any other in Furope, it can have no other outlet than
the Mississipi, which is the common receptacle, together
with the Ohio, of all the rivers by which this wood can
be transported.

Independently of this ship timber, which is the most
precious and essential for a great naval power, Louisiana
produces an immense quantity of other kinds of wood,
which though not of so great a value as the last, are not
less useful and important. OF this sccondary class are five
or six different kinds of walnui-trees, the black and white
mulberry, the apple-tree, pear, plumb, cherry-iree, the
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ash, the willow of different kinds, the thorn, poplar,
beech, sassalras, the acacia of various sorts, the plane,
laurel, fir, fig-tree, pomegranate, peach, chesnut, orange, i
lemon, olive-tree, and a variety of others which it would
take too long to enumerate.  Trees of an unknown species
are every day discovered in the territory of the United
States; and it cannot be doubted that the forests of Loui~
siana, much better wooded and more extensive, contain a
considerable number, which will be discovered in propor-
tion as they are explored, and which will furnish new
resources hoth for the wants and arts of life.

But without pretending to indulge in any fancied spe-
culations with respect to the time when such discoveries
shall take place, the wood alrcady known in Louisiana,
of which a part has alrcady been enumerated, offers
immensc and necessary resources for the annual consump-
tion of the western colonies. In this province may be
found every kind of timber fit for building, wood for the
covering of houses, staves, and all kinds of resins: these
various objects, so necessary for the colonies, are of a
quality infinitely superior to those which the United Statos
can furnish ; the conveyance is more quick and certain;
and free of those expenses which must always be expected

fromn the charges of forcign merchants.
o O
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Much has been said of the wood of Cayenne; if it be
‘truc that this country produces timber fit for the con-
 struction of vesscls, it must be in small quantities, and
‘would require much attention in the choice. . Professional
men who are acquainted with the forests in the regions of
the torrid zone, know that a great part of the wood which
is there produced is gencrally of a weak, lax fibre, and
what is called soft, that is, which a few weeks after
the trees are felled, crwmble into a kind of rotten dust,
while those of the inc:orr:qu)t%blo species are found too
heavy, and not sulliciently flexible.

The other spontancous productions of Louisiana are
numberless and of every kind.  Nature scems as prodigal
to the west of the Mississipi as she is sterile from the
Atlantic to the cast of this river. In Upper Louisiana
are found greystone, millstone, silex, marbles, gypsuim,
pyrites, and pumumice stone. [n the country from the
river St. Peter to the Natchez are salt springs, lead and
iron mines, coal, and slate quarries in abundance. In the
higher parts of the Osages and the Arkansas, arc salt rocks
of the finest crystallization. It is stated as a fact, that in
the mountains known by the name of the Yellow Moum
tains, forming the separation of the waters of the Mississipi
and the Southern QOcean, there are mines both of tin‘

and copper.
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CIIAPTER XXVL

Of the productions arising from cultivation.—Disproportion of
territory with population.—dgriculture in a languishing state,
—fixportation—Cultivation of indigenous productions. — Fruit
trecs—Vine~—Cultivation in Lower Louisiana.—Observations.
—Tndigo abandoned. ~Inferior quality of cotton.—Sugar canes.
~Detail of a sugar plantation.—Canes of Otaheite preferable
to those of Batavia~Success of Mr. Bore.~Other prodwctzons

~Low price of cattle.

&\’ nmerEvER population is in dlSPI‘OPOItIOH with the

lands which remain uneultivated, the cultivation must-

necessarily be limited and imperfect. This is evident from
the state of Upper Louisiana, the soil of which, n general
good and now, produces abundantly with the sllghtest

labor,
VOL. 1L X )
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Indolence, or rather that love of repose which is natural
to men living in hot climates, does not suffer the inhabitants
of Upper Louisiana to reap [rom their lands all the ad-
vantages which commonly result from industry stimulated
by interest. 'The measure of their toil is that of their
wants, which when limited to what is necessary are
soon satisfied : every kind of cultivation extending he-
yond this point, would appear to them so much the more
uscless, as the objects of exchange arc few in number,
and because commerce, which produces new wanls, and
gives [resh springs o industry, is almost extinet in Upper
Louisiana. Agriculture has also other obstacles to contend
wilh: the rivers which traverse these countries abound in
fish; the forests are stocked with game, and afford the
inhabitants the casiest means of supplying their wants ;
hesides a great number trade with the Indians, and the
greater part among them, fond of roving, undertake very
distant expeditions.

Although the state of agriculture be not very flourish-
ing, more, however, is produced than is necessary for
the consumption of the inhabitants. Louisiana exported
in the year 1795 three thousand five hundred barrels of
flour, at four piastres the hundred weight, and tywenty-one
thousand measures of maize, from the territory of Saint
Lewis: two thousand nine hundred barrels of Houx at the
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same price, and thirteen thousand measures of maize- from:
St. Geneviéve; seven thousand barrels of flour, and thirty-
five thousand measures of maize, from Anse 4 la Graisse.*
The Illinois territory. belonging to the United States -
furnished, in the.same year, three thousand barrels of

flour and thirty thousand measures of maize.. This flour

is indeed inferior to that of the United States, owing to

the imperfection of the corn mills..

Tt is also to be observed, that the Arkansas and the
Chawanons, two Indian nations, . the first inhabiting the
banks of the river of that name, .and the second the west .
of the Mississipi, thirty leagues from Cape Girardot,
iﬁcrease, | by the prodnce of their cultivation, the expor-
tation of which I have just spoken.

In Upper Louisiana are also. grown 1ye, oals, peas,
flax, hemp and potatoes, Though this last root comes
originally from Europe, wild potatoes are found through
the vwhole extent of the Illinois : these potatoes.are .
small, and of a sour taste; but by cultivation they
beeome both larger and palatable,

" Fruit trees are fzery abundant in Upper Louisiana; |
" in this country, originally inhabited by the French,
and which has continued to be so. by their descendants,

% New Madrid.

X 2
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the trees of Eﬁrope have been planted, and cultivated
with care. Apples, pears, and nuts are good, and in so
great plenty, that quantities are sent to New Orleans, and
even to the Havannah,

- This 'country produces naturally trees and plants
svhich may he perfected by cultivation. It is a rich soil,
and varies in its productions ; the riches which it con-
tains would readily unfold themselves to the researches of
human industry.

In this astonishing variety of production, the vine is
also to be numbered, with which the country is covered ;
but it is the wild viﬁe, and few experiments have been
made to cultivate it with success. This plant appeared to
me altogether different from that which I saw in North
- America: its stalk was not more than two feet and an
half or three feet in length; it grows most frequently in
rocky and stony places, and is found always in clumps,*
resembling,f in its- -foliég‘e -and appearance, the vine of
Madeira or Champagoe; the grape is black, small, and
very swect. There is no doubt but this vine would
increase both in size and q:ualii;y by cultivation. A French-

* This vine is of the same kind as that we found on the Ohio, near
Cumberland River, and which we have mentioned in the course of this .-

work.

American Journeys — www.americanjourneys.org



OF NORTH AMERICA. 165

man planted several cuttings in his garden ; in three
years time the fruit became much larger and more
abundant ; and probably his experiment would have
sacceeded better, if instead of letting them grow in
“clumps, he had separated the stalks, shortened and
supported them with sticks. But the nature of the soil,
the temperature of the climate, the quality of the fruit,
even wild, and the cxperiment, though imperfect, leave
no doubt that this vine, well cultivated, would produce
fine grapes, and that good sets brought from Europe
might also be cultivated with great success.

Cultivation is alrcady more prosperous in Lower than
in Upper Louisiana, and will continue to augment in
proportion to the imcrease of the population, and the
encouragement given to the industry of the inhabitants
by foreign markets. | |

I ought to remark, that between the last settlements
of Upper Louisiana and the first in Lower Louisiana, that
is, from the river Saline to the Natchez, there is a space
of nearly scven or eight degrees of latitude, where scarcely
any human traces are to be seen, and which present to
the eye of the traveller, on the Spanish side, nothing but
a few wretched buts belonging to hunters. ~This space,
however, is covered with the richest lands, the finest

woods, and watered by numerous navigable rivers.
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The difference of climate hetween Upper and Lower
Lowsiana, and the heat which prevails in this last country,
admit the cultivation of productions which cannot ripen in
ihe latitudes of Upper Louisiana,

Indigo has long been cultivated, and though very
inferior to that of Guatinale and the Antilles, is preferablo
to that of Georgia and the Carolinas. The harvests,
however, ave very precarious, because this plant requires
a dry soil ; while the indigos planted in Lower Lonisiana,
which is overflowed almost every year, often perish hefore
they ripen,  Independently of the variety of accidents
which render the cultivation of this plant very hazardous
in the country where the indigo grows, the root of that
of Louisiana is liable to be pricked by a small worm,
which, from the extreme humidity of the ground, abounds
in this part and destroys the plant.  The harvests have
been known to fail two or three ycars successively;
this misfortunc happened in 1794, and no indigo wvas
made on any plantation. The low price of the indigo
of Louisiana in the European markets, especially since
India furnishes this article in such large quantitics and so
rich in quality, does not indemnify the planters of indigo
for their expenses and the [requent [ailure of their har-
vests.  IL is on this account that they have entirely
abandoned the cultivation of that plant; and in Louisiana
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I saw the mndigo works in ruins, and the planters reduced
to growing maize and yams, Sawving planks with mills
which they had built, and framing timber for houses,
which they send to the Havannah and the Islands, pre-
ferring the very moderate gain which they reap from
this hard labor, to the uncertain and continually decreas-
ing profits to be obtained by the cultivation of indigo.
Cotton is cultivated with success in Louisiana; its
wool is as {ine and as whitc as that of the Antilles, but
shorter. One of the causes which contribute to disgdst
the inhabitants vyith this cultivation is, that it is laborious,
and employs a great number of hands; that the cotton
trec, which in the Antilles resists the temperatare three
years, perishes in Louisiana from the rigor of the winters,
though they are of short duration, if they be not re-
planted every year. The adhesion of the grain to the
collon requires great carc and a considerable time to
separate it, and the coarse kind of mill which is used
for this operation, shortens still more the cotton wool,
~and renders it inferior in value, in the markets of
Europe, to the cotton of Surinam, Cayenne, the VVeSt
Indian Islands, and the Indies. o y
Nevertheless, we are led to think that Lhe coLton
planters of Louisiana, more enlightened and ,prudent,
will not abandon the cultivation of this article, which, if
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it requires care, wvill in return yield certain harvests,
and which, except what regards the preparation of the
soil, may be confided to children. WWith respect to
the adhesion of the grains of cotton, this depends altoge--
ther on the kind of seed which is employed, the choice
of which may be taught by experience.

The same inconveniences attending the separation of
the cotton in Louisiana, arc found in Georgia and Caro-
lina. The mills, coarscly made and ill combined, broke
and shortencd the wool so much, that the value was
diminished a quarter: a better machine has lately been
introduced into the United States, which is no doubt
suseeplible of greater perfection, and the cotton has
already resumed its old price. It'is, thercfore, to be
hoped, that the industry of the Louisiana cotton planters
- will be duly excited, and that, if encouraged by a proper
attention on the part of government, to commerce and agri-
culture, and instructed by the experience of others, they
will find the means of carrying to its highest perfection
a produce of so much irm'portance, and for which there
is 80 great a demand.

Tho sugar cane is at present the most favored object
of cullure in Lower Louisiana ; it is natural to the
country, but the attemplts which have heen made at

different periods o ameliovate its growth have heen aban-
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doned. Louisiana, from the neglect of the indigo grounds,
and the discouragement of the cotion planters, was'
reduced to great distress, when Mr. Bore, an old ¥French
inhabitant, distinguished as much for his attachment-to’
his ancient country as the activity of his genius, under-
took, contrary to the opinion of the whole colony, to
re-establish the eultivation of the sugar cane.

It was toywards the end of October that 1 visited
Mr. Bore’s* plantation. He vvas then employed in cutting
the cancs which had been planted the beginning of
February, as at St. Domingo, but closer to each other,
at least so it appeared to me, than in the Antilles. I found
them still green, the knols at very small distances,
and the stalks slender. Notwithstanding this state of
unripeness, he was rolling, that is, pressing the. canes
in the mill. This mill, like those of St. Domingo, is
turned by five mules : the juice was of a green color,‘
contuined a considerable quantity of acid, and was’
evaporated in six’ boilers of unequal sizc, the only in-
struments of this kind Mr. Bore could find in the colony.*
The syrop, less yellow than that of the Anulles, ywas®

* Tt was at the house of this respectable»oitizen that T was avrested Dy

order of the Goverpor of Louisiana, as I have already related, -

VoL, I, . 4

American Journeys — www.americanjourneys.org



’l~7f) SURVEY OF TIIE WISTERN RIVERS

sweet and good. The pale color sometimes observed in
the syrops at St. Domingo, is attributed to the drought,
and sometimes also to the excessive humidity of the
scason during the growth of-the sugar cane. In Lou-
isiana, this paleness must proceed chiefly {from the imper-
fect ripeness of the cane, which on account of the winter
can remain only nine months in the earth; whilst in
the Antilles, where this plant. is continually exposed to
a byurning sun, the planters never think it ripe but at
the end of 'Lhirtéen, fourteen, and fifteen months. I'rom
the great quantity of acid and watery particles it con-
tains, the sugar « f Louisiana loses much more by evapo-
ration, and crystallizes with more difficulty than in the
Antilles,

The moist sugars in Mr. Bore’s plantation are good,
crystallise well, and have a rich grain; but they still
contain a thick watery matter, which cannot be totally
purified by cvaporation.

The raw sugar is of the first quality, and such was
the dpinion of the planters to whom I showed sam-
ples. It has so much hody, that some of them thought it
had been refined. This perfection is a proof of the
extreme fertility of the soil, and of its necessary pro-
perties for the nourishment of the plant. The only
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diﬂicul'l‘.y is to sclect the kind of cane which will soonest
ripen. |

Experiments had heen made in’St. D’omingo, previous
“to the revolution, on the sugar cane of Batavia; the small
nuwmber of planters by whom it had been cultivated,
found it superior to the common cane, from the certainty
as well as abundance of its produce. These experi-
ménlts wvere interrupled by the troubles which took place
in the colony, and it is therefore diflicult to lay down
any sure data. ‘We are ignorant of what it would be
highly interesting for Louisiana to ascertain, whether in
the space of nine months it can altain a sufficient degree
of maturity. |

At Guadaloupe, in the Lnglish colonies, and parti-
cularly at Anligna, the cane of Otaheite is cultivated.
This cane has been introduced only within four years,
and its advanlages over the common cane are various ;
it ripens in ten months instead of fourteen; in dry sca-
sons, when the common canc cannot shoot, the canc of
Otaheite is not retarded in its growth; it flourishes in
fen lands, where the common cane cannot grow ; the
cane ol Olaheite gives more julee than the common canc,
and from an eqliél quantity yields more sugar, which
is of the finest color. The only disadvantage of this
cane, comparcd with the other, is, that its wood is Dot

Y2
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so fit to heat the coppers, and that it considerably
impoverishes the ground; but these Inconveniences are
glight for a soil so fertile and so rich in wood as Loui-
siana. The superiority of this cane has been so well
éscérta’ined m Antigua, that no other is at present culti-
Srated; it is also very general in the English colonies, espe-
'cially‘in Jamaica; and vessels freighted only with this
'plant have been constantly sent from Antigua to this last
colony within these two years, in spite of the dangers of
the war. It is highly probable that the cultivation of
this cane would very well suit the soil and climate of
Lower Louisiana; but time and successive experiments,
aided by the light thrown on this subject by well in-
structed boards of administration, and scientific men in
Europe, can alone determine definitively the choice of
the, lllll'lblt’ll]ls, who, encouraged by Mr. Bore’s success,
seem much pre]udzced in favor of this species of -culti-
'Vation There is, however, so great a want of refiners
in Lower Louisiana, that the only workman in the
colony, ~and who is in Mr. Bore’s service, refines for
other planters when his master’s work is finished. It is
scarcely necessary to observe, how much sugar must be
lost from the want of this class of workmen.

Mr. Bore. thinks that the success of his plantatlon is
owing to the care he takes to convey the waters of the
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Mississipi into his grounds, by means of sluices which he
opens and shuts at pleasure. These irrigations keep the
grounds constantly moist in the months of March, April,
and May, which are the seasons of the.great droughts in
Louisiana, and which Mr. Bore has found to be extremely
hurtful to the growth of the canes. This mode is prac-
tised in almost every plantation, the nature and position
of the grounds fitted for sugar being nearly every where
the same in Lower Louisiana, and the -waters of the
Mississipi rising regularly from March to July.

The sugar cane which Mr. Bore cultivates, and which
is thc common cane of the country, yields only from eight
to nine hundred weight of moist sugar per acre; while
the same extent of ground in St. Domingo produces from
twenty-five hundred to three thousand weight. 'This
difference arises, as I have already observed, from the
great evaporation. :
| His establishment, which consists of a mill, stove,
outhouse, the whole built with brick and covered with
tiles, including the cylinder and boilers, cost him only
four thousand piastres. It is true, that in these buildings
he employed his negroes, women as well as. mcﬁ,. the
number of whom was forty. It must also be observed,
that the bricks, tiles, and lime, were found on h1s estate;

that the carpenters work was made at home ; and that
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=

the construction of the whole was the labor of cighteen
months.  This expense will appear, no doubt, very
trifling for so large and important a manufactory. At
8t. Domingo, such an establishment would have cost two
hundred thousand livres.

The produce of Mr. Bore’s establishment amounted to
twelve thousand piastres; and he employed only forty
negroes, men and women, having no greater number :
a very considerable part of his cancs, therefore, were left
to rot, for want of hands to gather them,

A longer abode at Mr, Bore’s would, as I have already
obseryed, have yiclded me more information: there were,
however, several important questions which he confossed
he yas not prepared Lo answer, being still but a novice
in this kind of cultivation. Tong experience, the com-
parison of the produce of several yeavs, the observalion
ol the influence of different scasons on the different kinds
of culture, on the various sorts of canes, the most econo-
mical mode of labor, and the comparison of the expenses
with the profits, could alone give these questions a satis-
factory solution.

But one fact of great importance is ascerlained ;—
that the soil of Lower Louisiana is fitled for the growth
of the sugar cane, that it is capable of producing fine and
goodi sugar, that such sugar is actually produced, and
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in as greal a quanlity as is possible, considering the num-
ber of hands employed.®

 Maize and oats ave also grown in Lower Louisiana,
and all kinds of produce may he cultivated with success,
whenever sullicient encouragement is given by a sure
wmarket, which can arise only from an active trade.

Great quantities of rice grows in the swamps belonging
to almost every habitation in Lower Louisiana.  Tobacco
is also an article of produce, particularly in the Nattshi-
loches, at Pointe Coupée and the Natchez. The first of
these settlements farnishes tobacco of the best quality,
esteemed the finest and most valuable for the market.
Two willions weight are exported annually. In the
other settlements the tobacco is good, but inferior; for
which reason less is grown. "

Pomegranates, lemons, oranges, and olives, rlpen 11,
the sun of Lower Louisiana ; the heat of which, however,
15 not so gr :at as to prevent the whiles [rom working the
ground, which takes place in the Two Parishes of the
Accadians and Germans, both of which scttlements are
the oldest and most considerable in Lower Louisiana.
These spots are in latitude 29.° 35.” but the inha-

* In 1790 there were two sugar plantations ; at present there are up-

Y wards of Lwo humdreds
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CHAPTER XXVIIL

Pur trade—Places most convenient Jor this commerce—The English
in sole possession of this trade — Great importance of
Canada to the English— Benefits arising from the fur trade—
Total failure of this branch of commerce to the merchants of
Louisiana—Exclusive privileges obtained by the English—
Their persevering activity— Roads by which they trade—MHo-
nopoly of the trade of Florida—Forts on the Spanisk territory
belonging to the English — Adyantages of New Orleans—
Reflections — Erroneous opinions respecting the fur trade—
Philodelphia and Baltimore ruined by ‘the trade of New

Orleans,

"T'as imumense territory to the north of the great lakes of
America, and to the westward of the Mississipl, bounded
by the Frozen Sea and the Pacific Ocean, Is the region
which has so long and s0 abundantly supported the fur
trade. The articles of this commerce had also been long

voL. T Z
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supplied by those countries which horder on Canada, and
‘nearer 1o the Atlantic; but in proportion as the European:
removed their settlements farther from the coasts, the
fur animals retreated; and the Indian nations, driven
by force, or under the inflience of terror, soon followed
‘their example. A few, indeed, to the south of the great
lakes and east of the Mississipi, yet remain ; but these
are so circumscribed in their possessions that scarcely
any can subsist’ by hunting. Th&_eXlS_tenQe__Qf the whole
1s extremely precarious; and although a few of these
‘tribes may from time to time tr@de(for»skins‘ of bears and
roebucks, they cannot be considered as contributing to B
~ what may properly be called the fur trade. The resources
of this branch of commerce are, therefore, found atpre-
‘sent beyond the great lakes and to the west of the MISSIS'
51pp1 ‘ ’ ’ ' ‘
T shall confine mysef in this chapter, to thaL part
~which is contained within the limits of Lomsnna

The trade which is actually carried on‘belongs almost:
exclusively to English companies; that 1s, to England:
‘sincé the English manufactories aloneé. supply the articles
of exchange for this commerce, even to the French meg-
‘chants of Upper Louisiana .who carry on this ‘trafie.
“Hence it naturally follows, that the furs from the Spanish
lerritory, and belonging to Spanish subjects, are trans-
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pmml to Canada, where they increase the commercial
wealth of the English nation, and swell the amountof 1Ls _
fiseal revenues,

Trade no doubt belongs of right Lo those nations
who are sovercigns of the country in which are found
anch contmodities as form  the object of its commerce;
but it belongs, in fact, to that nation which can best éx-
tract sueh praductions, and export them with the greatest -
advantage for the trader and the consumer. This order
of things, so beneficial to the great mass of society, cannot

for a long time be restricted by any prohibitory law. '1110

wines even of Mexico and Peru, in spite of the numerous

soldiery which guard them, would Do ransacked by foreign

nations, did not the Spanish government monopolize the
working. |
W A
\When at the peace which fol llowed the war of 1757,

e, thc cabinet of Vemaﬂles thought,
or affected to think, that in yielding Canada to England

it gave up nothing but a territory of no real advantage,
ontinnal drawhack without
n war.
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"When we consider that during for'l;y yéars Canada has beex
English ‘territory, and that this power has not once im-
posed the slightest direct revenue; that no tax has becn
levied to defray the expenses of its government, but that
all has been dishursed from the Exchequer ; and that
those expenses, including the sums paid the Indians,
amount annually to three hundred thousand poundé ster-
ling; it may well be imagined that England deems _th‘e
possession of this colony of sufficient importance to iis in-
terests. Having no pretensions, at the peace of 1763, to
the cession of Louisiana, England beheld with satisfac-
tion the transfer of this colony to Spain, from a conviction
that the Spanish government was less able than the French
to direct the resources of this important colony to advan-
tage, or throw obstacles in the way of the projects which
the English cabinet had formed of applying theseresources
to its own profit, and becoming at some future period
the proprietor of the soil. This intention was clearly
manifested in 1780, when the garl*iéons of Florida marched
again‘s;:_ New Orleans, whilst a body of English and In-
dians invaded the Spanish settlements in the Illinois,

- England, having at this epocha lost all hope of reco-
vering by main force her American colonies, formed the
project of surrounding them by her new possessions; of
checking and haraseing thein an each <ide hy land, whilst
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‘her marine annihilated their trade on the shores of the
Atlantic; thus keeping them ina state of perpetual blockade.
The possession of Louisiana would have completed the list
of resources which were drawn from Canada, and which it
was hoped might be increased.  Thisstation also furnished
the means of menacing the Antilles, and of attacking them
under any favorable circmnstmccs- besides, it had Lhe
advantage of being not “far distant from New Mexico ;
since, in twenty-five days march across a chain of vast
meadows, thinly wooded, well watered, and intercepted
neither by mountains nor large rivers, an army might be
transported [rom St. Lewis to Santa-I'é. The other go-
vernments of Lurope ought to have this circumstance con-
tinually in view, and be convinced of the imporiance of
oppnsuw by the most powerful obstacles the execution
of a project, which Great Britain might not hastily be
disposed to lclmqmbh.

Though England failed in her attempt, in 1780, to
wrest Louisiana from Spain, she did not give up the
means of enriching hersell by its texritory ; and the genius
of that country, dirccted with so much earncstness and
constancy towards the increase of its commerce, with no
other rival than the apathy of the Spaniards, found little
difficulty in the execcution of its designs. What is here

stated respecting the policy of Ingland, is equally appli-
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cable to the principles which govern the United States of
Amcrica. ”

It is not casy to make a pecuniary estimation ol the
amouut of the furs which England receives from Ame-
rica: the companies of Canada preserve the same silence
on this subject as all other merchants with respect to their
trade, and the political interests of England favor the
mystery. We know, however, that in 1795 the duties
paid on furs at the custom -house of London amounted
to nineteen thousand pounds sterling;  that the duties
on furs, cxcept on hear sking, are very low ; and that
the companies in Canada are very speedily and abun-
dantly enviched by this commeree, as arc their cor-
respondents in England, who spread these furs throughout
Europe, and even as far as China, The most wealthy of
these companies trade to the north and west of the lakes,
because in these vegions the furs are finer and found in
greater abundance than elsewhere: but the merchants
who trade below the lakes in the Spanish provinces
speedily enrich themselves, and it is of these only that
we are now treating.  Persons who appeared to be well
informed on this subject, assured-me that the north-wyest
company draw goods annually from Great Britain to the
amount of sixteen handred and fifty-six thousand livres
tournois, aud that the furs which they esported sold for
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three millions five hundred thousand livres ; upon which,
after deducting the freight, assu’fance, commission, and
oiher charges, there remained every year on an average
a profit of fifteen hundred and forty - four thousand
livres.

The profits of the merchants under the Spanish
Government settled at St. Lewis, and who deal in furs,
are nothing in comparison with those of the English
merchants; these trade on considerable capitals, and fim-
port from Ingland the various Europcan goods of which
they stand in need, by means of an agent who is satisfied
with his commission; or when pressed, obtain them from
Montreal, at an advance of thirty or forty per cent. on the
English prices. If their operations oblige them to delay
their payments, they pay interest for the money at five
per centin England or America.  The Spanish merchants,
on the contrary, trading on small capitals, never. find, and
especially at New Orleans, such goods as they want, but -
are obliged Lo send for them to Montreal, where they are
supplied by the English merchants; with whom having
slender credit, they are always constrained to sell to those
Lnglish companics the furs vwhich they have collected. It
is by moans such as these that the profits of those compa-
nics accumulate, and thereby swell the mass of the richesof

Great Britain: and the immensc advantages thus aceruing
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to the English companies furnish them with the means of
pushing their trade to the greatest extent possible.

The nation of the Sioux, broken into a considerable
number of tribes along the river Saint Lewis, which
emptics itself into Lake Superlor, furnishes the English
“traders with three hundred packets of roebuck skins, each
worth one hundred livres. These packets are the Specie,
or course of exchange, by which other furs are estimated.
Tke nation of the Sauteux, part of which lies between
the fiftieth and fifty-second degrees of latitude, and ninety
to"ninety—ﬁlve west longitude from the meridian of
London, and who dwell chiefly on the banks of the Red
River, . supplies the English company with about an
hundred packets of fine furs. The same company draws
about seventeen hundred more from the remainder of the
country, situated to the south of Lake La Pluie, the lake
of the Woods, Lake Wlnmplc, and to the north of the
sources of the MlSSlSSlPl

- The English Companies push their trade, also, ‘much
farther to the south west of the countries which I have
menhoned one of those companies* obtained from the
government of Lou131ana, some years since, the privilege
of trading along the Missouri and to the west of the

¥ Messrsﬂ:. Toopp and Co.
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Mississipi, where they formed several establishments, and -
from which branched off a number of small forts at
certain distances from each other, making progress in
proportion as they discovered the means of irading with
any new nations. The English merchants have spared
neither labor nor expense for the purpose of extending
their commerce as far as possible ; sending persons out on
dis;(;overy, providing them with evei'y thing necesssary
for an expedition of two or three years, and furnishing
them with goods both for trading and making presents.
Were the whole of these goods expended in the journey
without any return of furs, the expedition is always ac-
counted profitable, if those who undertake it picrce through
new tracts, discover mew rivers, and -especially mew
nations: a second expedition, on such occasions, isthen
sent out, more numerous and more abundantly stored,
which returns laden with articles that indemnify, by their
immense profits, all the expense which had previously
beenincurred, It is confidently asserted, that the English
have penetrated as far as that great chain of mountains
which runs parallel with the Pacific Ocean, and which
seems to separatc the countries siluated on the eastern
side, as these are divided from the Atlantic by the Alle-
gany mountains. Several Indian nations, attached to the
English merchants from the intercoursc of trade, aid
VoL, IL Al
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them in their commerce by traflicking themselves with
nations more’ remote ; to whom they carry European
goods, and bring back to those merchants the produce 0£
their expeditions. - * ’ |

The great store of goods for exchange belonging to the
Enghsh companies is at Mlchlhmackmack % 'This is the
point of departure for the traders who go in search of
furs, and of those also who convey these furs to Canada.

The communication of the English companies from
Michilimackinack to Montreal is not by the navigation of
lakes Ontario, Erie, ete. Where there are few carrying
places; they go up the river Otawas, join lake Nipissing
and lake Huron by French River, and thus reach lake
Michigan, at the entrance of which is Fort Michilimack-
inack. ThlS route is intersected by six carrying places'
the canoes are of bark, carrying only from three to four
tons and nine men. This mode of comveyance is much
Imore expensive and sometlmes less expeditious than the
nawgatmn of the lakes, employmg six Weeks, but 1t is

* Michilimackinack, in the Indian language, signifies a tortoise. Tt is
a post established on a peninsula, and which defends the entrance of the luke
’\Itc]naan But the English, compelled to evacuate and- give up this
stalion to the United States, have established another on the island St.J oseph,
which defends and commands the whole of the entrance of lake Supenex

"This, in every point of view, is a very prefer able posmon.
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‘preforred by the companies, because, however difficult
the route, they - know precisely the number of days
yhich it requires for the journey, and which they cannot
ascertain on the lakes from the great variation of the
winds. ~ This is an cssential condition with the mer-
‘chants of Canada, since the river St. Lawrence, ‘being
‘navigable.only during a short and determined time, admits
‘ofno delay for the stated periods of receiving furs and
sending them to Europe. |

- By combinations thus well calculated, by labor so ]Udl—-
ciously dirccted, by cxpenses so wisely hazarded and so
‘liberally supplied ; in short, by unremitting ardor in dis-
covering the fittest means of extending their trade, the
" English have at present gained possession of every ‘branch
of commerce in the Spanish territory. Every point in
that region, as far as Western Florida, is supplied {rom
London by means of two English companies that are
settled at the Bahama islands, and who, having obtauned
from Spain the exclusive privilege of sending goods to
Louisiana, import in exchango the small number of skins
which they take from the Indian nations inhabiting
Florida and Georgla o :

To complete this faithful contrast between the useful
and landable activity of the English and the ruinous
apathy of the Spaniards, we should add that the establish-

Ad 2
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ments which the English companies have formed in
Louisiana are always guarded by armed menin their pay.
These establishments, which serve as temporary stores for
goods and as forts for the protection of caravans, are -
situated on the rivers Owpas, Catopy, the Red River,
St. Peter and Moins* River, and are protected by small
works constructed: with earth, and by block houses, against
any attacks from the Indians : thus England actually
has soldiers and forts on the territery of the King of
Spain, and in greater number than those of His €Catholic
Majesty.} It may readily be conceived, that in proportion
asthe English trade extends itself (as it has already done)
to the more rich and populous 'parts of Upper Louisiana,
this military force will increase; and that on some future
occasion it may be applied with suecess to other v1ews far "
more dangerous than thﬂse of the fur trade. |
~ This- state: of affairs excites regret and 'indignation,
when we reflect how contrary ‘it is to the natare of
things; and that, from the nﬁmﬁer’bf rivers Kwhic]i" water
Louisiana, from their direction and fa0111ty of nawgatmn,
the route of New Orleans seems to have been ev1dently'
marked out for the whole of this kind of produce. |

* See the map of Upper Louisiana.

V + There are seventeen 1men at St. Lewis, and two at St. Geneviéve.
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Lake Winnipic is separated from fort Michilimacki-
nack by seventy-two carryirng_-places ; and from this place
of general stores to Montreal, there are (as I have already
said) thirty-six others. The seven months, during which
the river St.Lawrence is closed, require such extreme
exactness with respect to-the conveyances, that fifteen days
of delay only would occasion the failure of the trade for-
the whele year. The subjects of the King of Spain, on the
contrary, would have only to traverse a earrying-place of
twelve miles. from: this same lake Winnipic, and from the
river Asseneboine to.the Missouri. The productions of
the countries: bordering on these lakes ‘might be convoyed
to New Orleans by the rivers. which fall into the Mississipi,.
the Missouri, and the other great rivers adjoining, and
which: are navigable from an hundred: to. eight hundred
leagues, without rocks;, falls, or rapids; these rivers seem
to have becn formed only to- convey to: the gulf of Mexico
the various riches of the countries whiech they water,

‘and to carry back in exchange the commodities of which.,

they stand in need. _
The perusal of the chapter on the Missouri, and the
f Upper Louisiana, will fully-

inspection, of the map o
but as I have not.

justif y my observations on this subject :
cntered into details on navigation in this chapter, it 18

sufficiont to state that the Mississipi, the Missouri, and the
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various rivers which are tributary to them, are Witﬁill"'thg
reach of such Indian tribes as are already known, nétibﬁs :
of warriors, or hunters, settled in these countries hitherto
jso litile frequented, and rich in animals of every kind ;
that these nations are mild, friendly, and hospitable, ‘some
,.“(_)f W]:_lomvmingler the labors of agriculture wvith those of
- hunting ; that a great number have as yet no concern in
the fur trade; that amidst those countries already disco-
‘vered, and Beyond their limits, many tribes yet unknown
no doubt exist ; that, independently of the Mississipi and
‘the Missouri, a considerable number of other riveré_ from
'St' Lewis to Néw Orleans empty themselves into the Mis-
sissipi after a course of greater or less extent, and on the
“banks of which dwell various other nations: from whence
I conclude, that whatever be the injuries dome to the
 interests of Spain by the introduction of the Enghsh com-
pénies into the territory of His Catholic Maj esty, the ovil
18 not yet. 50 extensive - or so inveterate as to be without
‘remedy ‘But it is now- time to think of those dangers,
*and of the means of removing them; since a few more
years of apathy would render ineffectual these means
“which are now so sn'nple and easy, as may be demon-
“strated by the geographical and topogl aphlcal posmon
of Upper and Lower Loulsmna.
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The principal measure to be adopted, and which will
render every successive cffort easy, is, that a constant
and direct commerce be maintained between Europe and
New Orleans; that this place be continually furnlshed
with every kind of merchandise for the exchange neces-
sary for the trade, and such as should be suited to the
wants of the colony and the neighbouring states situated
on the rivers, the waters of which flow into the Missis-
sipi or into the gulf of Mexico. I have already men-
tioned that the subjects of tho King of Spain inhabiting
Louisiana, not finding at New Orleans the articles neces-
sary for trade or their own consumption, procure them at
fort Michilimackinack. These goods, purchased at Mon-
treal at thirty per cent. ahove the London prices, cost at
Michilimackinack twenty per cent. more for commission,
and a further sum of twelve to fifteen per cent. for théir
conveyance to St. Lewis : the goods, therefore, brought
to St. Lewis by the way of Canada, amount to seventy-
five per cent. above the London market. |

The carriage from New Orleans costs only five piastres
the hundred weight; and we may suppose that there
arc fow bales or chests of goods of that weight coming
from Europe which are not worth wuch more than an
Liundred piastres: but in estimating them only at this
rate, which is far below their real value, they would not
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cost more than thirty-five or thirty-six per cent. above the
European prices ; .supposing also that the freights from the
ports of France or Spain to New Orleans are not less than
those from Lendon to Montreal.

The establishment at New Orleans of houses of com-
merce, which in receiving goods from Europe must neces-
sarily be under the direction of rich capitalists, would
allow the tradors of Louisiana the same advantages and
the same credit as the Engiish companies roceive from the
merchants of Montreal or Londen. This establishment
would sccure the carriage of the whole fur trade from
Louisiana to New Orleans by the Mississipi.* England
has a positive advantage over all the other nations of
Europe, which it is easy to take out of its hands by imi-
tating its policy: this advantage arises from the well con-
bined measures taken for the conveyanoe of its goods, |
from the system of navigation which it has established,
from the low price of its insurances, and the quickness of
its expeditions : but this advantage cannot over-balance the

means of conveying, without any concurrence, by a navi-

* Nothing can more cffecinally remedy a parf of those inconvenicncies

than the industry of the American merchants 5 but unfortavalely they are

bliged 1o draw the arlicles of exchange from the Inglish manufactories,
our own heing tolally unprovided,
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‘ ’gatioﬁ free” from obstacles;-every kind: of merchandise to
“the most distant nations, and of receiving, by the same
route and with still greater facility, every sort of produce
'in exchange.” England imports almostall its raw materials;
the price “ of workmanship” would inhance the value of
1ts manufacmrES, -did mot the great use of machines make
up for the loss which would arise from manual labors
Tl rest of the gévernments of Europe, ,with little atten-
‘tion, might provide themselves with' the same resources;
and the difference of the value of labor regulating that
“of ‘the price of goods in the market, the advantage in our
favor would be immense. 1
If the government of the United. States fix its boun-
~dary line as was laid down by the treaty of 1783, this
-line, touching -the most north-sweste;'ly point of the lake
~ “of the Woods, would cut off the English from all connexion
with lake Winnipic; -unless they -make a round by
Hudson’s Bay and go up York river, with which it com-

municates, and that route would considerably increase the

'diﬂiCulty and expense. But even should the Americans

“pot fix their boundary in this. manner, oT 'Sl}ould the

“communication betwween the lake WVWinnipic and lake
“Superior not be taken away from thevEngliSh,' the advan—
tages of commerce would be no less in favor’ of New
Orleans, by the establishment of large warehouses and a

Bh

VOL. IL . e . .
) American JOU]‘II(‘«}'S — WWW.AIMCericanjourncys.org



194 SURVEY OF THE WESTERN RIVERS

general magazine at St. Lewis. The enormous difference
in the price of goods going up -the Mississipi, and the
‘great facility which this river gives for a speedy market
for furs, would shut up all comnrunications between the
~comrpanies trading to the -east of its course and Montreal
‘with much more eecrtainty than any pmhlbluon or
ireaty.

"The privileges of . the English eompanies to trade on
the territory of His Catholic Majesty are but temporar
these privileges expire at the end of three years ; and as
they are not yet very numerous, they may either not be
increased or be entirely annulled. The merchant, as is
well known, views his country in his interest ; he becomes
attached. to the powver which provides him the largest and
speediest gains. The English companies employ English-
men 'neither as:agents, trad.e»rs, nor soldiers ;  but Canadians
only, whose decided attachment for their nation is so
well known, that it.is become proverbial to say, that,
under.‘-th>e government and rule of the English, they never
cease to call themselves ’Fr.en_chmeﬂ. . They never sce a -
- Frenchman without emotion: .and if the French or mer-
chants of Louisiana engaged in the fur trade, they would
casily draw off the Canadians from the English com pamies.*

Y ol | . . . e o
* Althongh the English merchanls are now in possession of Lonisiana,
the French merchants may still reap considerable advantages from this hono= °

rable altachment of the Canadians.

American Journeys — www.americanjourneys.org



OF NORTH AMERICA, 195

The inhabitants of Louisiana had obtained from the
Court of Madrid, after the peace of 1783, permission to
purchase in the diflerent ports of-France such goods as
they wanted, by paying a duty of six per cent on the
importation, and as much for the exports: Lhis permis-
sion was continued to the period of the French Revo-
lntion. The vessels which came. from Bourdeaux were
freighted wvith every article wanted in the colony ; those
which sailed from Iavre de Grace imported from London,
as articles of traffic with the Indians, clothes and blankets,
which since the cession of Canada* are not to be found in
France. This facility gave still a little animation to the
commerce of Louisiana, and rendered it less disadvan-
tageous to the inhabitants, hut the merchants of New
Orleans wanted capital; 7 trade was deprived of that

_protection, encouragement, and liberty, which are alwways
essentially necessary in growing establishments so - far
distant and so little known ; — prolcction and Lilserty
which it was not possible to hope for from Spain, be-
cause it'demands an enlightened and unremitting attention,

* I have collected the dimensions, kind, and quality of the differcnt
goods which are preferved by the Indian nations.

* % This is no longer the cases since New Orlcans is now filled~with
rich merchants,

1
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which ‘can never be expected from the Spanish character,
nor from the principles of that government, till it has .
shaken off the lethargy which benumbs all its facul-
ties.

'The fur trade is not the only advantage which Lou-
jsiana offers for commerce. The preceding articles of this |
work show what vast resources might be found in the vast '
quantities of fine timber which grow on. this’ colony, and
in the productions of agriculture of every. kind in the
various latitudes of these countries. 'The. gratuitous ces~
sion of lands with good titles (a condition mentioned here
from the general defect on this point in the United States)
would draw a great number of emigrants from Europe,
Liouisiana vrould soon become peopled, the banks of the
Mississipi would be inhabited in their whole extent, and
in a short space of time the resources of -the country
- would be successively.brought into action : mdependently,
of the cornmodities which .vvould then be furnished. for
exportatmn by .a more extensive and‘better c[llth‘atIOI’l-,‘
the mines, quarries, and salt-pits, whieh are very abun-
dant in this country, would be explored ; and a rich pro-
vision of commerce would be found in its hemp, flax,
tar, and oils. Louisiana would supply the vyarts of the
«colonies even better than the other States of Ame;rica‘.“
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The whole of the productlons, in short, of the rivers
Quicousin, the Tllinois, the Ohio, and the Yahoo, havnlg\:
no other outlet than the MlSS]SSlPl, ‘must pass by New
Orleans and necessarily. increase iis commerce |
The Illinois of the United States receive at present
~ their goods from Michilimackinack ; Kentucky, Tenesse,
and the north - west territory, from Phlladelphm or
Baltimore : on account of the want of storehouses well and
regularly furnished at New Orleans. ' -
The merchants of Lhe ports in the Atlantic States |
and’ those of Montreal, finding their own interést in
thls mode of supply, pretend that it is not only the surest
but the most economical for those countries. " No one
in’ “the Unlted States was interested in contradmtmg this
assertion, or in examining how far it was founded ;
since, wvere the truth once cleared up, a part of the
Phlladelphla and Baltlmore trade would bo ruined. —
ThlS asseruon, however, cannot bear the slwhtestn
examination, as we have already shown n the chapter
on Kentucky. |
- No danger can be 1ncurred m desoendmo the I‘IVGI‘,
provided the pilots be attentive to avoid the trees and
other impediments which are always to be found in rivers
running through uninhabited countries; and in ascending

the river, no other mconvemence exists than the length of
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the navigation.* With respect to the expense of con-
veyance, the carriage from Philadelphia to the Illinois .
is twelve piastres the hundred weight; six for the three
hundred and cighteen miles by land from Philadelphia to
Pittsburgh, where the navigation of the Ohio begins,
and six for transport on this river and that part of the
Mississipi which beats are obliged to ascend. t The
expenses from Baltimore are the same; the difference of
the distance of forty miles to Pittsburgh is compensated by
the bad state- of the roads, and the crossing of the
mountains. The expense from New Orleans to the Illinois

15, -as I have already said, five piastres the French hun-

dred - weight, which is seven piastres difference in favor
of New Orleans, without reckoning the difference in the
Wught goods, in short, are. conveyed from Philadel-
phia or Baltimore to Franckfort in Kentucky, at thirty-
three. pet cent above -the price at these two markets;
while the conveyance to the Illinois by 'Nevv Orleans is
not more than four or four and an half.

It is true that the conveyance from Phlladelphla to
the Illinois may be made in fifty-five or sixty days, whilst

* See the chapter on the navigation of the Mississipi.
4 The current of this river is the most rapid from the Obio to the
M1ssoum, the cause of which I have explamed in the chapter Whlch treats

of this navigation.
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that from New Orleans requires from seventy to seventy-
five ; but this small di-ﬁ'erence in favor of the carriage from
Philadelphia is more than balanced by the badness of the
roads, in which a waggon with four or five horses can
carry only. twenty-five hundred weight ; by the loading
‘and unloading, as well as the warehousing, which takes
place ‘at Pittsburgh; and by accidents on the journey,
which always diminish in a greater or less-degree the value
of the goods. Sueh are the inconveniencies of this mode
of . conveyance, svhilst the Mississipi may be ‘nav'igated as -
vvell as the Illinois in all seasons without a single portage,
by boats, carrying frem ap bundred to an hundred and
twenty thousand We,lght, and even by vessels of a still
greater bunthen.*

" "The morchants of New York believe, that when the
different canals opened by the State shall be finished, the
goods by the North River, the Mohawk, Lake Oneida,
and all the great lakes, will be conveyed for five piastres
‘the hundred weight to Michilimackinack ; but the trouble
of carrying-places, of loading and unloading on the road,
will still be more sensibly felt, as well as the uncerté.inty
of the navigation of the lakes. Admitling even that this

expectation of the merchants of New York should be

" * Galleys carryirig twelve guns may easily go up lhe AMissouri,
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LIST

or

ARTICLES OF EXCHANGE,

FITTED FOR THE COMMERCE OF THE WESTERN STATES, OF
UPPER AND LOWER LOUISIANA, AND THE FUR TRADE
WITH THE INDIANS. o

- e L Ay

WESTERN STATES.

WESTERN S'i‘ATES . OBSERVATIONS.

~ WINES. |
Teneriffe and Fayal. - | No French wines, unless sent as a
Lisbon, in quarts. ‘ . sample.
Spanish, ditto. R '
Malaga, of an inferior quality, '
~ ditto | Small parcels of Madeira.
French and Spanish brandies.
Holland gin, in casks, long

bottles, and chests.

VOL. II, ce
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WESTERN STATES. OBSERVATIONS.
ARMS.
Cheap cutlasses. Called briguets.

Lon g-barrelled guns for hunt-

ing and military uses.

‘A few caralines.
Large pistols.

Brass two and three-pounders

DRY GOODS.

Coarse blankets.

A few fine.

Woollen goods for clothing.

Ginghams.

Cloths from fifty sous to nine
livres the ell; a few from |
fourteen to forty-two livres.

Printed cotton goods, irom
thirty sous to three livres
the ell.

Known by the name of Tall’s fusils
of Bourdeaux.

Chiefly blue, grey, and quaker
colors.

Some pieces of the first quality

might be added by way of spe-

cimen.
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WESTERN STATES,

OBSERVATIONS,

Common woollen ‘oarpets.x
Thread and worsted stock-
ings, from twenty sous to
four livres the pair.
Very coarse muslins. ,
A few black, white, blue and
- quaker cqlored taffetas.
Black and colored silk hand-
 kerchiefs for cravats,
Ditto, for shawls.

Cotton shawls.

‘Assortment of common rib-
band. "

‘Assortment of tape.

~ Assortment of black velvet

- ribband.

Assortment of silk and cotton
thread.
Cloth lining
A few pieées of black satin.

For curtains and pillows. .

Figured borders; a few fashion
able for samples.

Common, for breeches and women’s -
. gOWDS.

ce <
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WESTERN STATES.

OBSERVATIONS,

Cloth for shirts.

Cloth of Bretagne.

Black, violet and olive’ co-
Tored velveret. B

Velvets for collars or breeches.

Black, grey, and a few white

- silk stockings. ,

Cambrics, from four to twelve

‘ ‘lixfrews the ell.

Lawns, from four to twelve

~livres the ell.
Men’s and women’s gloves.
Black lace, from seven sols to
fourlivres.
Oiled cloths of different colors.

Straw hats.

Cutlery of every sort.

It is doubtful whether we can fug-
nish as cheap as Ireland; Irish
shirts may be had at three livres.

Coloredi, but large; a few white.

Of differ‘ent patterns, to cover tables;
it is doubtful if we can furnish
as cheap as Germany.

Taking care to export only such -as
“are equal to the English; unfor-
tunately we have few, éspecially’
at low prices.

American Journeys = www.americanjourncys.org



OF NORTH AMERICA.

———

505

—

WESTERN STATES. " OBSER VATIONS.
A few fashionable dresses,
_Women’s shoes.
Cheap clocks.
Silver watches, from thirty to

forty-eight livres.
A few gold watches, from five
to six louis. A
Silver tea-spoons.
Shoe-buckles.

Tea equipage.

Common china, English form, |
Looking glasseé, from eight
inches to twenty-two. |

Window glass.

A few common ditto
Damask table cloth.
White paper._

A few éheap prints.
Mercery of every kind.

Jewellery, rings, and ear-rings.

Shirt pins, wrist buttons, at

the lowest prices,

Very light, English fashion.

Thin patterns and cheap.
Connnbﬁ; I fear we cannot furnish
" them so cheap as England.

Same price as England.

Mahogany fl*&tﬁes, slightly gilt.

In great qﬁanti‘cy, ‘six inches by
eight, or eight by ten. ‘

Nine by seven, English measure.

Low rate, and large pa"t'éerns. -

And every article for compting
houses, o
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UPPER AND LOWER LOUISIANA.

VUPPER AND LOWER LOUILSTANA.

OBSERVATIONS,

In general the same articles as
for the Western States, to
which may be added a few
articles of luxury, such as
fashionable dresses, hous-
hold lurniture, ete, but at
low prices.

Tadics’ fashionable shoes.

Ladies’ colored silk and cotlon
slockings, with embroidered
clocks,

Elegant silk and cotton shawls.

Fine paper for rooms.

Ladies parasols.

Fine shirtings and sheetings.

Good cambricks and lawns.

A few light coaches and ca-
briolets.

Great coats of linen and oiled
taffety.

French wines of every price
and quality, both in casks
and botiles,

N.B. As the Americans
have a direct commerce with
India, they can{furnish all the
produce of the Tndian mann-
factories 25 per cent. cheaper
than the Luropeans,

States.

For Lower Louisiana only.

These carriages ought to be con~
structed for hot climates ; {hat
is, with open iops, etc.

Note. With respect to Uppex
Louisiana, nothing costly ; nearly
the same articles as for the Western
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FOR THE FUR TRADE.

FOR THIE FUR TRADE,

OBSERYVATIONS,

Red and blue woollen cloths.
Large red coats, worsted
lace. '
Coarse hats, bound with
 worsted lace, and covered
with showy feathers.
London muskets.

Carabines, of the form we

* have specified.

White powder-horns.

Powder and balls.

Shells.

Drinking cups of china or
bone.

Blue goblets.

Small drinking cups, colored
blue, black, and white.

Assortiments of brass wires.

‘Framed looking glasses. -

Horse-bells of various sizes.

Copper rings and ear-rings.

Box combs.

Awls and steels.

Gun-drawers.

Gun flints.

But small quantities of the hlue.

Those of Tull, made at Bordeaux,

might be substituted ; these arc
preferable, but not much in use.
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FOR THE F'UR TRADE.

OBSERVATIONS,

Black silk handkerchiefs.

Square blue cotton landker-
chiefs.

Large Indian three-cornered
coverlids.

Ready made shirts,

Copper sancepans of all sizes.

Pick-axes, hatchets, and large
nails.

Tomahawks.

Speaxs in form of a half pike.

Short sabres.

Large and small scalping
knives with sheaths,

Vermillion.

Silver and metal Medals,

Thiskind of coverlidis lost in our
manufactories. '

Few white, but plenty colored;
the more chequered and varie-
gated, the belter.

These medals serve as pregsents for
the chiefs. It ought to he ob-
served, that they should have
only one figure upon them; for
when an Indian secs more, he
will notaccept the medal: I have
but one heart, he tells you, Iean-
not love more than one person!
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CHAPTER XXIX.

Qbservations on the history of the United States—Origin of their
independence—Different parties since the Revolution—Influence
of the English party on General W ashington—Treaty of
1795—Defects of that treaty— Persecutions under the gaf{emf-.
ment of President Adams——Constitzgtion shaken—Hostilities:
against France—The Federalists unmasked—=Separation pro--

poscd—Project of the English against Louisiana.

WI—IEN I visited Louisiana, of which France had been
an early but unproﬁ_téble owner, and which has since
been a bur'densomev possession to Spain, the opinion
had long prevailed that this province would: again change
its master, and that (ac‘cbrding to the circumstances
of the first crisis which should take place in North
America) it would be France or England who would
become the proprietors, before the United States wyere
suficiently powerful to risk placing themselves in
pd

VoL, II.
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competiti’on. It was, therefore, interesting to acquire
a knowledge of the rights, the hopes, and the resources of
each of those governments: nor should it, perhaps, be
deemed superfluous to present, in a political description
of this country, a sketch of the circumstances under
which the question relative to its possession ought to be
decidrd ; for it is natural to ask, why the United States,
judgcd at first to be the power which would favor the
views of one of the other two candidates for possession,
should be the power to whose lot it should definitively
fall.  This government becomes, therefore, an object
on which the historian or observer is necessarily led to
fix his attention. |
~ Although the English colonies in North America ap-
peared to be established on;principles' altogether different,
some under govefﬁments depending on the Crown, others
by charters and privileges granted to companies, and
finally by absolute infeudations (such as ‘Pennsylvania,
which was given to William Penn, with the reserve
of the sovereignty to ‘the Crown) the basis of those
governments was still the .same as that of the English
constitution, which is thought to be representative but
which is not so in reality.

If the claim of voting taxes for the service of the
mother country was not founded, they had the right of
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T their

home administration. At a distance from the seductions

levying taxes on themselves for the expenses

of courts and from too direct an influence of the Crown,
they contrived to modify the administration of the colo-
nies so well, by those forms which are called ”republican -
because they are just, that the spirit of the nation pro-
ceeded rapldly towards independence and liberty. Popu-
lar resistance to the government frequently occurred,
whenever it was believed, with or without reason, that
there was cause of complaint, After the fall of that
despotic government, improperly called an Engiish re~
public, the independence of the sectaries of Cromwell,
- colonised in Virginia, discovered itsclf in every ocrisis
of danger from the reign of Charles II. It soon became
more difficult to foresee how such explosions might be
prevented, than to forebode their progress; especially
‘when they found fresh food and incitements in a growing
Populatlon From the begmmng of the seventeenth cen-
tury, therefore, the future division of the colonies and the
mother country was openly announced, and the predic-
tions on this point were so precise, that modern prophets.
have had no other merit than to renew and bring them
into action. But the small intercourse of the colonies
with each other rendered a general and. complete revolt
for a long time dangerous, and, in the first perlod of the

nr]gf"_
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;

accession of the Hlouse of Hanover, which held the reins
with a vigorous hand, the success would have been very
precarious. ‘It vas of late only that the Duke of Choi-
seull undertook, examined, and determined, with persons
whose names remain unknown to us, the plan of the
separation, which wasto be realised at the first favorable
moment. It fell to the lot of the unfortunate Lewis X'VL
to execute this design of the French cabinet, which
had been too long decided on as advantageous to the
‘State to permit him to place, in opposition to its excou-
tion, either his own political sentiments or his personal
repugnance. It is asserted by the Americans, that it
was General Lee who first proposed absolute independence
and a republic: this General, so singularly modest, was
less celebrated during his life than after his death, on
account of the discovery that has been made of his being
the aathor of the celchbrated *“ Letlers of Jonrvs.”

But political disputes, like religious controversy, silence
without convineing. A great party of royalists remained
yet to be-converted. Consirained to wear a mask, and to
adopt a catch-word, they styled themselves Zederalists
out of respect to the new Government, whilst their
opponents sometimes assumed the name of democrats,
and always of republicans ; they werce the forics and
whigs of America : the first were artful and successful,
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the latter conliding and consequently dupes. 'The federas
lists ‘soon procured their own nomination to the -chief ~
places in ‘the legislature, were raised to the most impor-
tant employments in the administration, and honored
even by Washington, then become thevprinci’pal defender
and chief of the new state. These two opinions soon
divided the whole of the inhabitants of the United
States into two classes nearly equal; and however incre-
dible it may now appear, that so many men, who had
scarcely terminated a war of liberty in the most -ele-
vated sense, should in so shortaspace of time have adopted
sentiments so contrary; such was nevertheless the truth.
Popular opinion is at the mercy of every breeze, and
what are termed principles are often only passions. The
look of a hero, who is the. object of public admiration, is
sometimes suflicient to determine a people to adopt his
affections or his dislikes. This was the case with the great
Washington and the people of the United States: from
a pusillanimous policy, erroneous but never accused of
corruption, the chief of the new republic appeared insen-
stble to :the insults which England ‘had begun to offer,
and which were.either concealed, tolerated, or -excused.
He not only suffered (and, when there is power of resist-
ance, to suffer is to will,)) individuals formerly known,
some by their clamours, others 1)y'their‘opén hostilities
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against the republic, to obtain popular favor in elections,
but gave himself up by degrees to the direction and in-
fluence of ministers, who were party men too violent to
respect even the decencies which were required from their
station. When the war in 1793 broke out between
England and France, he did more: he quietly suffered
the English to enjoy many peculiar privileges in the United
States, in contempt of the neutrality which he ought to
have observed. Itmay easily be imagined, that when the
federalists perceived this disposition in their first magis-
lrate, a man whose authority was indisputable, theya did
not fail to encourage such a propensity; and thus was that
illustrious personage himself the first dupe of a faction,
which, assuming the title of federalist, instituted itself to
‘destroy the federation, and his name: became a corrupted
currency which perverted many vell meéning but weak
citizens. | '

From that period federalism became in some sort
organised in society, and was openly profes;sed, because
the absolute freedom of the press, which treats with as
little respect conventions. made by the state with foreign
powers as its own internal laws, permits individuals to
write if they think proper in a contrary sense to that of
their constitutional representatives,
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England, whose capital and credit yield such powerful
support to the commerce of the United States, ranged
first under its banners the various classes of merchants,
and especially the bankers, These establishments, which
have such an enormous influence in every commercial
country, wereso many powers leagued with the federalists,
attacking and annihilating the industry of their adver-
‘saries. The English government distributed throughout
its fleets, and the banking houses of the threc kingdoms,
lists formed by the federalists; and thus the republican
traders of the United States, bjr losing their vessels and
their credit, were punished for the political opinions:
which they dared to profess, even under a government
whose independence was acknowledged.

Who would imagine, that while the party in favor
of England wvas so active, so violent, and so powerful,
Washington would have taken upon himself the task of
denying its influence hefore the French Government? —
‘Mr. Monroe was charged with this singular ccmmission ;
‘and immediately after, in the midst of the war, Washington
pretended to establish, in the face of his contemporaries and
posterity, this new maxim : that the treaty of commerce,
the most advantageous to one of two belligerent powers,
was no derogation in a neuiral state to the sense of its
engagcments. But such a paradox attracted the attention
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of enlightened men, the crror was so completely de~
monstrated, that it soon hecame impossible to defend
it on any principles of rcason, and the only resource left
was the assertion, that there was ne other alternative than
a treaty of commerce or a war with England. The mass
of the people were not at first affrighted at this alternative,
but measures were taken by degrees to decide them in favor
of the treaty. From the hamble itinerant preacher to the
proud episcopalian, [rom the lowest usher in the meanest
school to the most celebrated orator in the legislature,
the journalists, pamphleteers, and spokesmen at clubs, all
were active in detailing the miseries of war, and exciling,
under the respectable names of religion and humanity,
the feelings of weakness, avarice, and fear.

This last expression may appear singular whon applied
to a hero, and above all when we reflect how ill-founded
were these apprehensions, since it would have cost England
too- high a price to have received a second lesson from
America.- Engaged in a ruinous war with France,it would
have been necessary for England, in declaring war with
America, to have found a vemedy for the despair of some
Lhundred thousands of impoverished families, who live
in England on the produce of manufactures imported into
the United States, consisting of avticles of every kind,
from the dress and furniture of the inhabitants of tovns
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to the hatchet of the woodman and the plonghshare of
the farmer. These articles are likewise exported from
the United States to the Antilles, 1o all the European
Colonies, and among the Indians. The whole of these
demands would instantly have ccased, and would soon -
have been supplicd by thousands of manufa(_:toriés raised
by degrees in the Uniled States, or by importations from
the other nations of Lurope. The payment of thirty or
forty thousand Piastres, private debts due by American
merchants, would have been suspended; more than
two thousand American privateers would have swept the
English. commerce from the seas; Canada would imme-
diately have been lost; the English colonies, which draw
all their resources from the United States, would have
become vast cemiteries; and above all, France, with
whom England was at that moment deeply engaged in
war, would have gained immensely by so formidable
a junction, which the British Ministry could not have
provoked without jpcurring the charge of treason. Various
other considerations, which might be added, afford a
striking example, that Cabinets the most renowned for
their sagacity are not always exempt from error.

‘But after all, there must have been some foundation
for these fears, and this the ministerial party vwere
eager to explain. The devastation of part of the coast,

VOL. 1I. E¢
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the bombardment of a few towns, and the pillage of
a few Indian hordes: such were the miserable expedients,
which, had they taken place, would have produced no
other cousequence than that eof inspiring eternal hatred
between the two countries; they would have stamped
a mark of disgrace on the glory of a great nation; and the
points they could have insured would have been too
inconsiderable and imsulated. to have diminished -the
power or resources of the Americans. VVith respect to
the Indians, their most formidable tribes were in the
power of France, the rest were allies of the United
 States, and the enemies they had to reckon against' them
were small in number. Upon: the whole, the situnation
“of the twoe countries vras évidently such, that England
having verv’few reseurces and the United States many,
~ the hypothesis of a declaration of war from En«land
“that is, the attack of the weak on the strong, was an
opinion altogether absurd. -
- But whether it Weré absurd o

t, 1t became the
prevailing opinion.— Absurdities and chimeras are the
“habitual dangers of popular govérnments! - This strange
assertion was believed, and a panic terror, that dis-
. graceful malady which sometimes takes place among
nations the mostViHustrious,“and from which even the

Romans were not exempt, so seized on the Americans,
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that they became seditious from fear; and a great
nuinber of tumultuous meetings took place, in which .
this pretended salvation™ treaty was loudly called for.
The militia -even petitioned ;' and "those of the most
fanatical State in the Union (Connecticut) declared them-
selves ready to march, not against the enemy of the Stat »
but against the Congress, to force its sanction. Whe%"
at length the vielence of their clamours had risen’ to
such an height as to shelter the glory of Woashington
beneath. the cloke of necessity, this great man took the
pen ‘and signed; but.it must be observed, that he sacri-
ficed, on,this occasion, his own opinion to that of the
public. S - |
According to the stipulations of this treaty, which
were as insufficient ag they were humbling for the nation,
and in which the most sacred of rights, that of persons,
was sacrificed to certain state maxims of unalienable
aHogiame, thousands of sailors, who had been pressed
and torn with violence froin their country, were con-
strained to remain in the service of the English marine.
Scarcely was any stipulation made to prevent the execution
of arbitrary sentences relativée to vessels seized on the
simple suspicion of being freighted with contraband mer-
chandise.  So little value was placed on the preservation

E¢ 2
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of the honor and respect due Lo the flag of a great, [ree,
and independent nation, that the smallest Finglish vessel
of the royal marine had a right to visit, stop, and take
possession of a whole fleel of merchantmen.  One of the
most important articles of exportation from the Southern
’f:mim, colton, was eatirely forgotten 3 and the admission
o the cqual navigation of the Mississipi, which was not
yet a tervitorial right of the United States, but only a
privilege granted them by Spain, was given up to England
without the participation of the Court of Madvid. By
this arrangement, the federal government gave back the
privilege which it had just obtaiued for itsell, of navi-
gating this river, to a nation which had not only renounced
it by formal treatics, but swhieh preserved neither port
nor asingle acree of land.

This treaty blasted a leal of the Jaurels gained by
Washington, and which had been the recompense of so
much wisdom, prudence, and civie virtue. If the
persons who thuas perfidionsly influenced him, at a period
so delicate and dificult of his politieal life, bad on the
contrary advised Lhim to observe a liem and just neulrality
towards England, and a friendly conduct tovwards Prance,
we are led to think that he would have sullicd neither

his own glory nov that of his country.
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Underthe successor of General W ashington, My Adams,
~the history of federalism presents little else than a tissue
of intrigues for the introduction of despotism. The time
in which it was possible to suppose that any great crrors
could be committed by a republican government was past;
Mr. Adams, nevertheless, accepted the sacrifice of a law
of his country as the first incense of adulation. The
state was delivered up to him, bound asit were hand and
foot, on condition that he would satisfy first his own
‘hatred, and then avenge that of the federalists against the
repubhcans leaving to farther examination what should
be done with the republic.

But as no fdrmal accusation could be brought against
the ‘_‘_repub‘li‘ca"nt p'e_trty; this vengeance of the federalists
‘was directed against the cause wvhich they supported :
liberty wvas attacked in its very entrenchments. The
journalists Wei"_e exvolu‘ded from the galleries of the Congress
by a simple order of police; and by this interdiction of
the newspapers, which in the United States fll the office
of a public magistracy, the guardian of the rights of the
people, the first blow was struck at the vitals of the
constitytion. The sccond was a direct law against the
liberty of the press, a right established on the altar of
this same constitulion, and considered by the citizens of

every rank as the palladium of their liberty. If, indeed,
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the unlimited -liberty of the press can exist any where
without danger, it is certainly in a nation among whom
we find neither those classes who for- want of other
employment are active in spreading -sedition, nor those
political fanatics who by their extravagant notions attack
the fundamental principles of civilisation.

- The people of the United States can be compared Wlth |
no other: composed for the most part of proprietors,
deeply imbued . wvith principles of merality, enlightened
with respect to the interests of their country, reflecting
and deliberatihg‘always before they act, were the govern-
ment to relax, they would accelerate its progress with
wisdom and prudence. Unlike our populace in this point,
who are for “the most part igonorant and corrupted,
acquainted With no basis or principle of true liberty, full
of “impetuosity, - acting first and then deliberating on
what ought to have been done. |
. This suspension- of -the -constitution can be justified
only ‘when it beqomesxa measure of public safety. In
this instance, on.the comrary, it appeared to have been
made entirely an instrument of party ; for the judiciary
body, devoted to the federal interest, employed all its
influence to gratify ‘the revenge of this faction. Tho
republicans unanlmously disdained to involve the tribunals

in their own hehalf, and chose rathm , Whencvel they
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were calumniated, to appeal to the public, than have to
reproach themsclves with the sentence of a corrapted
judge. |
Mr. Adams took advantage of this measure to wreak
his vengeance for his insulted dignity on some idle scrib-
bler, who had been guilty of writing a few libellous
inveetives against him; but he permitted, with great
equanimity, the cireulation of every kind of calumxiy
and abuse against Mr, Jeflorson, the Vice-President,. who
was treated, by the federalist writers as the vilest of men;
though there are fow who have equalled him either in
wisdom or virtue.
A member of Congress expiates with the. ruin of his
fortune apd a severe imprisonment, a letter of censure on

some measures of administration ; and a persccution was
commenced against Mr. Cooper of Manchester, which
would present, were it known, as barbarous a violation
of all the forms of justice as that of the inquisitions of
state and religion, which herctofore so much disgraced
Europe. | R T

But the impatience of the federalists, and above al
the plans of Mr. Adams, required something more than
seeret oppression, by patient submission to which the
citizens they bated were destined Lo perish, together with
the republican constitution. To effect this, it tvas neces-
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sary lo arm, and I'rance was held out as the preteﬂce for
that measure. ,

The piracies committed by the English, and tole-.
rated by the United States, in virtue of their humble
treaty of 1795, had obliged the French Government,
especially in the colonics, to put themselves on the fooling
of equality, according tothe rights of nations. ‘Mr.Adams
seized ,with eagerness an oppor.tunity of avenging this
concurrence ; and in order to affect his purpose, he caused
a decree to be passed in Congress to attack I'rench ships;
and to render the rupture irreconcileable, he formally
broke the alltance of 1787, notwithstanding the advan-
tageous articles which it contained for the United States.
The most important article of this alliance, without
doubt, was the renunciation of France to the re-acquisition
of Louisiana and Canada. In this mode, the Anglo-
federal faction destroyed with the torch of hatred the
indirect title to one of the most valuable posscssions of
their country. L ' ‘

If the free option of peace or svar had becen proposed
to the French Goverl_imen t, asis praciised among civilised
pations, the dépredations in the Antilles, which afterwards
took place, would have been stdpped; nor would the
French have suffered themselves to be so deccived by
Mr, Adams’s ambassadors, the courtesy of whose conduct
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. wvas only to mislead with more facility ; Mr. Adams

could have found no pretence to arm by sea and land,
nor would he have dared to alarm the people with
the fear of an invasion by the French; an invasion by
a power at fifteen hundred leagues distance, at war with
all Europe, and who were in the lﬁllysical impossibility
with a ruined navy of conquering a nation, which, as
long as it remains united, must for ever be out of the
reach o