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MESSAGE.

TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRI

ENTATIVES OF THE

UNITED STATES.

IN pursuance of a measure proposed to congress
by a message of January 18th, one thousand eight
hundred and three, and sanctioned by their appro-
priation for carrying it into executiou, captain Meri-
wether Lewis, of the first regiment of infantry, was
appointed, with-a party of men, to explore the river
Missouri, from its mouth to its source, and, crossing
the highlands by the chortest portase, to seek the
best water communication thence to the Pacific
ocean ; and lieutenant Clark was anpointed second
in command. They were to enter into couference
with the Indian nationson their route, with a view
to the establishment of commerce with them. They
entered the Missouri bMay fourteenth, cne thousand
eight hundred and four, and on the first of Novem-
ber took up their winter quarters near the Mandan
towns, 1609 miles above the mouth of the river, in
latitude 47° 21" 47" north, and Iongitude 99° 24’ 45"
west from Greenwich. On the eighth of April,
one thousand eight hundred and five, they proceed-
ed up the river in pursuance of the objects prescrib-
ed to them. A letter of the preceding day, April
seventh, from captain Lewis, is herewith communi-
cated. During his stay among the Mandans, he had
been able to lay down the Missouri, according to
courses and distances taken on his passage up it,
corrected by frequent observations of longitude and
latitude ; and to add to the actual survey of this
portion of the river, a general mayp of the country
between the Missisippi and Pacific, from the thirty-
fourth to the fifty-fourth degrees of latitude. These -
additions are from information collected from In-
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dians with whom he had opportunities of communi-
cating, durivug his journey and residence with them,
Copies of thismap are now presented to both houses
of congress. With these I communicate also a
statistical view, procured and forwarded by him, of
the Indian nations inbabiting the territory of
Louisiana, and the countries adjacent to its northern
and western borders; of their commerce, and of
other interesting circumstances respecting them.

In order to render the statement as complete as
may be, of the Indians inhabiting the country west:
of "he Miss's ppi, I add doctor Sibley’s account of
those residing in and adjacent to the territory of
Orleans.

I communicate also, from the same person, an
account of the Red river, according to the best in-
formation he had been able to collect. ‘

Having been disappointed, after considerable pre-
paration, in the purpose of sending an exploring
- party up that river, in the summer of one thousand
eight hundred and four, it was thought best to em-
ploy the autumn of that year in procuring a know-
ledge of an interesting branch of the river called
the Washita, This was undertaken under the direc-
tion of Mr. Dunbar, of Natche=, a citizen of dis-
tinguished science, who had aided, and continues to
aid us, with his disinterested and valuable services
in the prosecution of these enterprises. He ascend-
ed the river to the remarkahle hot springs near it,
in latitude 54° 31" 4. 16, longitude 92° 50" 45” west
from Greenwich, taking its courses and distances,
and correcting them by frequent celestial observa-
tions. Extracts from his observations, and copies
of hig map of the river, from its mouth to the hot
springs, make part of the present communications.
"The examination of the Red river itself, is but now

Coumencmg. .
TH: JEFFERSON.
Fedruary 19, 1806.



Ezxtract of a Letter from Caplain Meriwether Lewis,
to the President of the Uniled States, dated

FORT MANDAN, April 17th, 1805,

DEAR SIR,

HEREWITH enclosed you will receive an
invoice of certain articles which I have forwarded
to you from this place. Among other articles you
will observe, by reference to the invo: ice, 67 speci-
mens of earths, salts, and minerals, and 60 speci-
mens of plants ; these are accompanied by their re-
3pcc~twe labels, expressing the days on which ob-
tained, places where found, and also their virtues
and properties, when known. By raeans of these
Iabels, reference may be made to the chart of the
Missonri, forwarded to the Secretary of War, on
which the cicampinent of cach day has been care-
f'ully marked : thus the places at which these spe-
cimens have been obiained, may be easily pointed
out, or again found, should any of them prove va-
uable to the community on firiher investigation.

You will also receive herewith enclosed, a part of
capt. Clark’s private journal; the other part you
will tind enclosed in a separate tin box. -~ This jour-
nal will scrve to give you the daily details of our
progress and transactions.

I shall dispatch a canoe with three, perbaps four
sersons from the extreme navigable point of the

Missouri, or the ports age between this river and the
Columbia river, as cither may tirst happen. By the
return of this canoe, I shall send you my journal,
and some one or two of the best of those kept by
my men, [ have sent a journal kept by one of the
sergeants, to captain Stoddard, my agent atSt. Louis,
1 order as much Mm,m..;h 10 mult glvim chances
of saving something. We Lhave encouraged ourmen
1o keep jonrnals, and seven of them do to whom in
this respect we give every assistance in our power.

I have trunsmitted to the secretary at war, every
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information relative to the veo«rraphy of the country

which we possess, together with a view of the Indian

nationsyiéentainin g information relative to: them, on

thosepoiits with which I conceived it 1mwta11t

e government should be informed.

By reference to the muster rolls forwarded to the

war department, yon will see the state of the party H
m addition to which we have two in r;pa‘eters, one

megro man, servant to capt: Clark 5 Tndian WO
man, wife to one of the mterpreters, and a Maudan

man, whom we take with a view to restore peace be-

tween the SnaLe Iudlans, and those: nthisne ghbour— ‘
hood, . mtin '
sons... By means of
shall be”enabled to converse with all the Indlfms
that we shall probably meet with on the M1ssour1.*
I have forwal ded to the secretary at war

it w theut ev;dently, in my opinion, hazard-
' mg the fate of the enterprise in which I am engag-
ed; and erefore did not hesitate to prefer the
: ethat I may have incurred by.the.detention
5@ papers, to that of mkmv m anyidegree the
cess of the expedmon To methe detention.of
~ these papers has formed a serious so urce of disquiet

- and anxiety ; and the recollection of your particular
me: on this subject, has made it still more
I am fully aware of the inconvenience
ve arisen to the Wdl depal tment, from
vouchers previous to the last ses-
}Qmm to.avert 1{: ‘Was qut of «my

, powex to devis
From this place we shall send the barge and crew,
early fo-morrow mormnm W'lﬂ] or (Iprq to proceed as

\merican Journ w.americanjourr
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expeditiously as possible to St. Louis’; by her we
send our dispatches, which I trust will get safe to
hand. Her crew consists of ten able bodled men,
well armed, and provided with a sufficient stock of
provision to last them to St. Louis. Ihave butlittle
doubt but they will be fired on by the Siouxs; but
they have okdged emselves to us that they will not
yicld while there is aman of them living. Qur bag-
gage is all embarked on board six small canoes, and
two peroques ; we shall set out at the same moment
that we dispatch the barge.  One, or perhaps both
of these peroques, we shall leave at the falls of the
Missouri, from whence we intend continuing our
voyage in the canoces, and a peroque of skins, the
frame of which was prepared at Harper’ sferry. This
peroque is now in a situation which will enable us
to prepare it in the course of afew hours. As our
vessels are now small, and the currént of the river.
muchmore moderate, we calcuiate upon travelling
at the rate of 20 or 25 miles per day, as far as the
falls of the Missouri Beyond this point, ot the first
range of rocky mountains, situated about 100 miles
ﬁnther, any caleulation with respect to our daily
progress, can be littie more than bme con;eoture
The circumstance of the Snake Indians possessing
large quantities of ‘horses, is much in onr favour, as
by means of horses the transportation of our bag-
gage will berendered easy and expeditious oy erlfmd
from the Missouri to the Columbia river. Should
this river not prove navigable where we first meet
Wlth 1t our present intention 18, 1o continue our
march by land down the river, untilit becomes so,
or to the Pacific ocean. The map, whichhas been
forwarded to the secretary of war, will give you the
idea we entertain of the connexion of hcse rivers,
which has been formed {rom the corresponding testi-
mony of a number of Indians, who have visited that
country, and who have been sanately and careful-
ly examined on that subject, and we therefore think
it entitled to some dw‘re ¢ of confidence, - Since our

American Journey mericanjournevs.org .



'plaCe, we h:we subsisted prmmpally
wiich our guns have supplied us am-~
dhave, thus been enabled toreserve the parch-
and a considerable.

ply, and
ed medl; portable soup
park :md ﬂ;our,A

rough which
€ 16 apprehend.
We do not calcu]at“ on completmg our voyage
thhm the present year. shut expect to reach the Paci~
head of the Mis-
- perhe &, bef inter. You
mayt herefor eexpec me tomeet you at Montachello
in September, 1806. On our return we shall pro-
bably pass downthe Ye]low 9tone rlver, thch, from

bt

5 255.. AS tO myself i1 %
ially, | never . enjoyed a mere perfect state of
“good he ' than T have since we commenced our

voyage. My inestimable friend and companion, cap-

tain Claxk has also enjoyed good health genexally
-At this moment every individual of the party is'in
dth and excellent spirits, zealously attach-
€enterprise, and anxious to pyoceed ; not
a whisper of discontent or murmur 1< fo be heard
among them ; but all in unison act with the most
perf *t‘ harmony ‘With such.men 1 have every
: 0 hope, and but Lttle to fear..
omgood as 1o present my most affectionate re-
ny friends, and be assured of the sincere
able attachment of
Your most obedient servant,

MERIWETHER LEWIS,
Captain of 1st U. S. regzmwt of infanitry.
Ta: Jerregson,
Preéndeﬂtqf' \meric: -l] o urnu,, '1 A}!.. HL.!MJI. urn

gard 0
and wn



A STATISTICAL VIEW
OF THE
INDIAN NATIONS
INHABITING

THE TERRITORY OF LOUISIANA

AND THE

COUNTRIES ADJACENT TO ITS NORTHERN AND WESTERN

A

oz g r

v

BOUNDARIES.

Wbty i

EXPLANATORY REFERENCES.

The names of the Indian nations as uisually spelt and pro-
nounced in the English language.

- Primitive Indian naines of nations. and tribes, Englishy ora

thography, the syllables producing the sounds by which
the Indians themselves express the name of their respecs
tive nations. ‘ o

Nick-names, or those which have generally obtained amohg
the Canadian traders.

The language they speak, if primitive, marked with a *
otherwise derived from, and approximating to the,

Number of Villages. .

Number of tents or lodges of the roving bands.

Number of warriots.

The probable number of souls.

The rivers on which they rove, or on which their villages are
situated. ‘

The names of the nations or companies with whom they
maintain their principal commerce o traffic.

The place at which their traffic is usually carried on.

The amount of merchandize necessary for their annual cona
sumption, estimated in dollars at the St. Louis prices.

The estimated amountin dollars, of their aunual returns at
the St. Louis prices. ,

The species of peliries, furs, and other articles which they
annually supply or furnish.

The species of peltries, furs, and other articles which the
natural productions of their country would enable them to
furnish, provided proper encouragement was given them;

The places at which it would be mutually advantageocus to
form the principal establishments, in order to supply the
several Indian nations with merchandize. :

The names of the Indian nations with whom they'are at war.

“The names of the Indian nations with whom they maintain

B
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a {riendly alliance, or with whom they are united by in-
tercourse or marriages :
8. Miscellanecus remarks.
NOTATIONS.

- over g, denotes that @ sounds as in caught, taught, &c.

A'over a denotes that it sounds as in dart, part, &ec.

a without notation has its primitive sound, as in ray, hay, &e¢.
except only when it is followed by r or w, in which case

it sounds as 4. :
; set underneath dedotes a small pause, the word being divid.
" ed by it into two parts. -
THE INDIAN TRADE. The sums stated under
and opposite “L” are the amounts of merchandize annpally
furnished the several nations of Indians, including all inci-
dental expenses of transportation, &¢. incurred by the mer.
chants, which generally averages about one third of the whole
amount. The merchandize is estimated at an advance of
125 per cent, on the sterling cost, It appears to me that the
- gmount -of merchandize which the Indians have been in the
Habit of receiving annually, is the best standard by which to
regulate the quantities necessary for them in the first instance;
they will always consume as much merchandize as they can
pay for, and those with whom a regular trade has been car-
ried on have generally recelved that quantity.
The amount of their returns stated under and opposite
~ “M” are estimated by the peltry standard of St. Louis,"
which is 40 cents per pound for deer skins; (i. e.) all furs
and peltries are first reduced by their comparative value to
Ibs. of merchantable deer skins, which are then estimated at
40 cents per lb.
These establishments are not mentioned as being thoughs
impertant at present in a governmental point of view. ;

A. Grand Osige, -
B. Bér-har-cha,

C. Grand Zo.

D. *®

. Two.

eocol

»

1.200.

5.000.

At the three forks of the Arkansas river, and eighty
leagues up the Osage river, on the south side.

Merchants of St. Louis.

. At their villages.

SO

P
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L. 15.000.
‘M. 20.000. e
N. Principally skins ¢f the small deer, black bear, some bea-
ver, and a few otters and rackoons.
O. Small deer skins,-black bear, and a much larger propor-
tion of beaver, otter; rackoon, and muskrats.
P. About the three forks of the Arkansas river, 600 miles
from its junction with the Missisippi.
Q. With all their Indian neighbours, except the Little Osage,
until the United States took possession of Lionisiana.
R. With the Little Osage onls. o
S. Claim the country within the following limits, viz. com-
mencing at the mouth of a south branch of the Osage
river, called Neangua, and with the same to. its source,
thence southwardly to intersect the Arkansas about one
hundred miles: below the three forks of that river;
thence up the prineipal branch of the same, to the con-
fluence of a large notthwardly branch of the same, Iying
a considerable distance west of the'Great Saline, and
with that stream nearly to its sourcey thence north-
wardly, towards‘the Kansas river, embracing the waters
of the upper portion of the Osage river, and thence
obliquely approaching the same to the beginning. The
climate is delightful, and the soil fertile in the extreme.
The face of the country is generally level, and well
watered ; the eastern part of the country is covered
with a variety of excellent timber; the western and
middle country high prairies. It embraces within its
limits four salines, which are in point of magnitude and
excellence, unequalled by any known in' North Ame-
rica: there are also many others of less note. The
principal part of the Great Osage have always resided
at their villages, on the Osage river, sifice they have
been known to the ishabitants of Louisiana. About
- three years since, nearly one-half of this nation, head-
ed by their chief the Big-track, cmigrated to the three
forks of the Arkansas, near which, and on its north
side, they established a village, where they now reside.
The Little Osage formerly resided on the 5. W. side
of the Missouri, near the mouth of Grand river ; but
being reduced by continual warfare with' their neigh-
hours, were- compelled to seek the protection of the
Great Osage, near whom they now reside. . There is
no doubt but their trade will ncrease o they could fur-
nish a much larger quantity of beaver than they do. I
. think two villages, on the Osage river, might be prevail-

merican Journeys — v mericanjourncys.org
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ed onto remove to the Arkansas, and the Kansas, higher
up the Missouri, and thus leave a sufﬁcﬁent scope of coun-
try for the Shawnees, Dillewars, Miames, and Kicka-
poos. - The Osages cultivate corn, beans, &c.

. Little Oshge.

Qod'-za-tau.
Petit Zo.

. Osige.

One.

300.

. 1.300.

Near the Great Osages.
Merchants of St. Louis,

. At their village.

5.000.

. 8,000.

The same as the Great Osages.

. The same as the Great Osages.

- The same as the Great Osages. .

. With all their Indian neighbours, except the Great Osage,
“With the Great Osage only.

See Page 11, 5.
Kanzas. R
Kar'sa.

K&h.

. Osage.

One.

300.

1.300. ‘

Eighty leagues up the Kanzas river, onthe north side.
Merchants of St. Louis.

. On the Missouri above the mouth of the Kanzas river,

not stationary, and at, their village.
5.000.

. 8,000,
- The same as the Osage, with buffaloe grease and robes.

The same as the Osage.
On the north side of the Kansas river, at a bluff one and
.- a half miles from its confluence with the Missouri.
With all nations within their reach.
They are sometimes at peace with the Ottoes and Mis-
souris, with whom they are partially intermarried.
The limits of the country they claim is not known. The
country i.n American :u‘un‘_"- f‘.1\1'\»,‘:|;:5 -’iu’,n;‘l,llI‘inl“_“}..li‘.-thcnce to the
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Missouri, is a delightful one, and generally well water.
ed and. covered with excellent timber : they hunt on
the upper part of Kansas and Arkansas rivers: their
trade may be expected to increase with proper manage_
ment. At present they are a dissolute, lawless bandit-
ti ; frequently plunder their traders, and commit depre.
dations on persons ascending and descending the Mis-
souri river : population rather increasing. These peo-
ple, as well as the Great and Little Osages, are station-
ary, at their villages, from about the 15th of March to
the 15th of May, and again from the 15th of August to
the 15th of October : the balance of the year is appro-
priated to hunting. They cultivate corn, &c. ‘

Ottoes. o S

Wid-doké-tah.tah,

La Zéto.

Missouri.

Ottoes and Missouris, one.

120.

500, - :

South side of the river Platte, fifteen leagues from its
mouth. ‘

Merchants of St. Louis. : o

On the Missouri, below the river Platte ; not stationary,
and at thelr villages. ,

4,000, including the Missouris, .

8.000, including the Missouris.

Principally deer skins, black bear, a greater proportion of
beaver than the Osage, some otter and rackoons.

Skins' of the deer, black bear, beaver, otter, rackoon,
muskrats, and wolves, buffaloe robes, tallow and grease,
bears’ oil, deer and elk tallow, elk skins dressed and in
parchment, all in much larger quantities than they do at

- present.

The Council Bluff on the S§. W. side of the Missouri, fif-
ty miles above the mouth of the river Platte.

With the Mahas, Pon'cérs, Sioux, the Great and Little
Osage, Kansas and Loups. ,

‘With the Panis proper, Saukees and Renars.

They have no idea of an exclusive possession of any
country, nor do they assign themselves any limits, I
do not believe that they would object to the introduc.
tion of any well disposed Indians: they treat the trad-
ers with respect and hospitality, generally. In their oc-
cupations of hunting and cultivation, they are the same
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with the Kansas and Osage. - They trunt on the Saline,
Nimmehaw rivers, and west ‘of thenitin- the plains.
The -country in which they hunt lies well; it is ex-
. tremely fertile and well watered ; that part' oF it. which-
~‘Borders on the Nimmehaw and Missouri possesses a
.1:.good portion of timber: population rather incréasing.
" They have always resided near the place their village is

- ff'sxmated and are. the descendants of the Missouris.

e

Mlssom'ls. Sy L
» New'-darschd.. .. - . L ey
Missouri. ‘
%*
See page 13, E.

80.

300. ;

‘With the Ottoes.

Merchants of St. Louis.

Same as Ottoes, see page 13, K.
See 13, L

*”m@wwbc??;
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ff, oty the'S. W. side of the Missourt,
ﬁfty miiles above the mouth of the river Platte.
. ‘With the Mahas, Poncars, Sioux, the. Great and Lmle
Osage, Kansas and Loups.
-With the Panis proper, Saukees and Renars.
These are the remnant of the most numerous pation in-
* habiting the Missouri, when first known to the French:
.+ . Their anciént and principal village was situated in an
. ¢ s extensive and fertile plain on the north bank of the Mis-
.. souri, just Below the entrance of the Grand river. Re-
peated attacks of the small pox, together with their war
with ‘the Saukees and Renars, has reduced them t6
their present state of dependence on the Ortoes, with
“whom they remde., as. well in thelr vﬂlage a6 on their
‘hunting excursions. - Fhe Ottoes view them as their
mfmors, and. sometimes  treat them amiss. These
_peopleare the real proprietors of an extensive and fer- -
coumry lying on the Missour, above their ancient
e ‘ foraconmderable distance, and as'low as the
mouth of the Osage river, and ihence to the Missi-
sl,ppx.
A E‘a.mas proper.

-
-

2

o %




B. Pa-nee.
C. Grand Par.
D. ¥
E. One.
F- N .

G. 400.

H. 1600,

I South side of the river Platte, thirty leagues from
its mouth.

J. Merchants of St. Louis.

K. On the Missouri, below the river Plat.te, not statxonarv,
and at their village.

L. 6.400, including the Panias Repubhcan.

M. 10.000, including the Panias Republicad. ..

N. Fine beaver principally, a considerable proportxon of bca—
ver, some robes and a few rackoons.

0. Sx,ms of the beaver, otter, rackoon, muskrats.and wolves,
buffaloe ‘robes, tallow and grease, elk skms and grease,
also 2 number of horses.

P. The Council Bloff, on the S. W. sxde of the Mzs-a
souri, fifty miles above the mouth of the river Platte.

Q. With the Pania-pique, great and little Osage Kansas,
La Play, Sioux, Ricaras and Paducas.

R. With the Loups, Mahas, Poncars, Ottoes, M 1ssouris and
Ayauwais.

S. With respect to their idea of the possession of soil, it is
similar to ‘that of the Ottoes: they hunt on the south
side of the river Platte, higher up and on the head of
the Kansas. A great proportion of this country is
open plains, interspersed, however, with groves of tim-
ber, which are most generally found in the vieinity of
the water courses. It is generally fertile and well water-
ed; lies level, and free of stone. They have resided
in the country which they now inhabit, since they
were known to the whites. Their trade is a valuable
one, from the large proportion of beaver and otter which

" they furnish, and it may be expected yet to increase,
as -those animals are still abundant in thelr country.
"The periods of their residence at their village and hunt-
ing, are similar to the Kansas and Osages. Their
population is increasing. They are mgnd‘lv and hos-
pitable to all white persons ; pay great‘respect and de-.
ference to their traders, with whom they are punctual
in the payment of their debts. They are, in all re-
spects, a friendly. well disnosed peovle. }They CLI'EW'ite

merican Journe 1M erican journeys.or
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A. Panias Republican.
B. Ar-rih-pa-hoo’
C. Republic.
D. Pania. ] .
E. Panias proper and Panias Republican live in the same

village.

G. 300.
H. 1.400.
I. With the Panias proper.
J. Merchants of St. Louis..
K. See page 15 K.
L. See page 15 L.
M. See page 15 M.
N. See page 15 N.
O. See page 15 O.
P. See page 15 P,
Q: See page 15 Q.
R. See page 15 R.
8. Are a branch of the Fania proper, or, as they are frequerite
Iy termed, the Big Paunch. About ten years since
they withdrew themselves from the mother nation, aund
established a village on a large northwardly branchh of
“. . the Kansas, to which they have given name . they af-
terwards subdivided and lived in different parts of the
country on the waters of Kansas river; but being
“harassed by their turbulent neighbours, the Kansas, they
rejoined the Panias proper last spring. What has
been said with respect to the Panias proper is applicable
to these people, except that they hunt principally on the
Republican river, which is better stocked with timber
than that hunted by the Panias.

A. Pinias Loups (or Wolves).

B. Skecle-ree.

C. La Loup.

D. Pania.

E. One.

G. 280.

H. 1.000. o ~

I.: On the N. E:side of the Wolf river, branch of the river
Platte, 36 Teagues from its mouth. .

J. Merchants of St. Louis.

K. Atthe village of the Panias.

L. 2.400. :

M. 3.500.
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See page 15 N.

See page 15 O.

See page 15 P,

With Pama-plcque, Creat and Little Osage Kansas,
Le Plays, Sioux, Ricaras, Bahas, Poncars, Ottoes, anci
Missouris. -

Panias proper, and Panias Rep iblican,

- These are also a branch of the Panias proper, who separat-
ed themselves from that nation many years since, and
established themselves on a north branch of the river
Platte; to: which their name was also given: these peo-
ple have likewise no idea of an exclusive right to any
portion of country. “They hunt on the Wolf river above
their uilarre, and on the river Platte above the mouth
of thatriver. This country is very similar to that of the
Panias proper; though there is an extensive body of

. fertile well timbered land between the Wolf river below
“their village and the river Corn de Cerf, or - Elkhorn
river,. They cultivate corn, beans, &c.. The pdrtmulars

related of the other Panias is also applicable to them.
They are seldom visited by any trader, and therefore
usually bring their furs and peltry to the village of the
Panias proper, where they traffic with the whites.

LUO

Sﬂ’;ﬁ

A, Mahas.

B. O'-m&~-ha.

C. La Mar.

D. Osage, with diffevent accents; some words pecuhar to
themselves.

E.

F. 60.

150.

600. }

The river Quicuire and the head of the Wolf river.

QO

J. Merchants of St. Louis.
K. At their old village, though no trade htterl}.
L. 4.000, including the Pon'cars.

.2

7.000, including the Pon'clrs.

See page 15, N,

The same as the Ottoes’ and Missouris’, with the addition
of the skins of the Missouri 'mtelope, {called cabri, by
the inhabitants of the Hiinois.)

See page 15, P.

Great and L;t tle ()s.«ge, Kansas, Loups,. Ottoes, His-
souris, and all the Sious; except the Yankton Ahnd.

. With the Panias proper, Panias Repubumrs, Yanktons

Ahna, Saukees, Renars, and Ayouwais:

¢

o7

oF



18

S, They have no idea of exclusive possessi_q{l of soil.  Abont
ten vears since, they boasted 700 warriors. . They have
lived in a village, on the west bank of the Missouri, 236
miles above the mouth of the river Platte, where they
cultivated corn, beans; and melonst they were warlike,,
and the terror of their neighbors. In the summer anck
auntumn of 1802, they were visited by the'SmalL‘pox:,
which reduced their numbers to something less tha¥z
300 ; they burnt their village; and have become a Wander~
ing nation, deserted by the traders; and the consequent
deficiency of arms and ammunition has invited frequent
aggreSSians from their neighbours, Whiéhﬁa’j;e tended to
reduce them still further. Theyrove principally on the
waters of the river Quicurre, or Rapid river. The
country is generally level, high, and open: ‘it is fertile,
and tolerably well watered. They might easily’ be in-
duced to become stationary: they are well *disposecd
towards the whites, and are good hunters : ‘their country
ahounds in beaver and otter, and their trade will increases
and become valuable, provided they become stationary~,
and. are at peace. The Tetons Bois brile’ killed ancd
took abeut 60 of them last summer. :

. Pon'chrs.

Poong-cér,

1a Pong.

. Maha.

HOwE

.

20.

50.

200.

‘With the Mahas.

Merchants of St. Louiss

No place of trade latterly.

. See page 17, L.

. See page 17, M.

See page 15, N. .

See page 17, O.

See page 15, P.

See page 17, Q.

. -See page 18, R. ' '

8. The remnant of a nation once respectable in point of
numbers. They formerly resided on a branch of the
Red river of lake Winnippie : being oppressed by the
Stoux, they removed to the west side of the Missouri,,
on Poncar river, where they built and fortified a village,
and renained some years; but being pursued by their

o o

e

PO O
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Riciris,
Star-rih-hé.
la Ree.
Paiiia, with a different accent, and a number of words
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ancient enemies the Sioux, and reduced by continual
wars, they have joined, and now reside with the Mahas,
whose language they speak.

[—

peculiar to themselves,

Three.

500,
2.000 o
On the 5. W, side of the Missourl, 1.440 miles from its

mouth.

Merchants of St. Louis.

At their villages.

2.500.

6.000, o : C o :
Buffaloe robes principally, a small quantity of beaver,

small foxes and grease.

Buffaloe robes, tallow and grease, skins of beaver, small

and large foxes, wolves, antelopes and elk in great abun-
dance: also, some otter, deer and grizzly bears.

About the mouth of the river Chyenne, on the Missourt,

or at the mouth of the Yellow Stone River.

With the Crow Indians, Snake Indians, Panias Loups,

Assinniboins, Nemosen, Alitan, la Plays, and Paunch
Indians. ’

Chyennes, Wetepahatoes, Kiawas, Kanenavich, Staetan,

Cattako, Dotame, Castahanas, Mandans, Ah-wah-
haway’s, Minetares, and partially with the Sioux.

Are the remains of ten large tribes of Panias, who have

been reduced, by the small pox and the Sioux, to their
present number.  They live in fortified villages, and
hunt immediately in their neighbourhood. “The country
around them, in eyery direction, for several hundred
miles, is entirely bare of timber, except on the water
courses and steep declivities of hills, where it is shelter-
ed from the ravages of fire.  The land s tolerably well
watered, and lies well for cultivation.  The remains of
the villages of these people are to be scen on many
parts of the Missourd, from the mouth of Tetone river
to the Mandans. They claim no land except that on
which their villages stand, and the fields which they

“cultivate.  The Tetons claim the country around ther.

Though thev are the oldest inhabitants, they may proper-
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Iy be considered the farmers or tenants at will of that
Tawless, savage and rapacious race the Sioux Teton, who
rob them of their horses, plunder their gardens and
fields, and sometimes murder them, without opposition.
If these people were freed from the oppression of the
Tetons, their trade would increase rapidly, and mightbe
extended to a considerable amount. They maintain 2
a partial trade with their oppressors the Tetons, to whom
they barter horses, mules, corn, beans, and a-species of
tobacco which they cultivate; and receive in return
guns, ammunition, kettles, axes, and other articles which
the Tetons obtain from the Yanktons of the N. and
Sissatones, who trade with Mr. Cammeron, on the river
St. Peters. These horses and mules the Ricaras obtain
from their western neighbours, who visit them frequent-
Iy for the purpose of trafficking. '

A, Mandans.

B. Man-dan, §Ma-too-tenka, Ist village.

C. Mandans, {Roop-tar’-ha, 2d village.

D. * some words resembling the Osage.

B, Two. -

E.

(. 350.

H, 1.250.

1. On both sides of the Missourl, 1612 miles from its
mouth. ‘ '

J. The Hudson Bay and N. W. companies, from their es-

‘ tablishment on the Assinniboin. ' -

K. At their villages.

L. 2.000.

M. 6.000. : ,

N. Principally the skins of the large and small wolves, and
the small fox, with buffaloe robes, some skins of the large
fox and beaver, also corn and beans. ,

G. The same as the Ricars (see page 19 O.) except the
grizzly bear. They could furnish, in addition, the
,ﬁkms of a large species of white hare, a very delicate
ar.

E. A;;?ir near the mouth of the Yellow Stone river.

3 V{rf.' Y j.xlo nation except a defensive war with the Sioux.

. ¥ ith all nations who do not wage war against them.

8. These are the most friendly, well disposed Indians inha-
bztmg the Missourl.  They are brave, humane, and
hospitable.  About 25 years since they lived in six vil-
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lages, about forty miles below their present villages, on
both sides of the Missouri. Repeated visitations of the

- small pox; aided by frequent attacks of the Sioux, has re-
© duced them to their ‘present number.,  They claim no

particular tract of country. They live in fortified villa-
ges, hunt immediately in their neighbourhood, and culti-
vate corn, beans, squashes, and tob 1CCO, thch form artls
cles of traffic with their neighbours the Assinniboin:
they also barter horses with the Assmniboins for arms,
amunition, axes, kettles, and other articles of European
manufacture, which these last obtain from the British
estabhshments on the Assinniboin river. The artw}es
which they thus obtain from the Assinniboins-and the
British traders who visit them, they again exchange for
horses and leather tents with the Crow Indians, Chyen-
nes, Wetepqhqtoes, Kiawas, Kanenavich, Stactan, and
Cataka, who visit them occasionally for the purpose of

traffic. Their trade may be much increaseds Their

country is snmlar to that of the Rlc'lras. Poptﬂatmn ine
creasing.

A. Ahwihhiway.
B. Abh-whh-hi-way.
C. Gens des Soulier.

> lw]

Homo

Menetarres.
One.

50.
. 200. ) ’
L On the 5. W. side ot the Missouri, three mlles above the

Mandans.

J- See page 20, J.

K. At'the Vi'mdan and Menetare villages.

L. 300,

M. -1,000. :

N. See page 20, N.

0. See page 20, O.

P. See page 20, P. .

R. Defensive war with the Sxou}x, and offensive w1th the

Snake Indians snd Flatheads.

R. With all who do not wage war against them, except the

Snake Indians and Flatheads.

S. They differ but very little, in any particular, from the Man-

dans, their nelgnbourq, exgept in the unjust war which
they, as well as the Minetares, prosecute against the de-
fenceless Snal.e Indmns, from Whuch, T'believe it will be
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_ difficult to induce them to desist. Tl‘ev claim to have
once been a part of the Crow Indians, whom they atill
.acknowledge as relations. They have resided on the
Missouri as long as their tradition will enable them to
1nform. .

A. Minetares.
Me-ne-tar-re, 1st village.

B, E-hat-shr, {Me-ne-t'uue -me-te-har-tar, 2d vil-
, lage.

C. Gross Ventres.

*

. Two.

o

. 600,

. 2,500.

I On both sides of Kmfe riv er near the Mlssouu, 5 miles

above the Mandans. .

J. See page 20, J.

K. Attheir v111ages and hunting camps.

1. 1.000.

M. 3.000.

N. See page 20, N.

Q. The same as the Mandans, (see p. 20, C. )Wlth the addi-
tion of the white bear.

P. Seep. 20, P.

Q. Defensive war with the Sioux, and offensive with the
Snake Indians and Flatheads.

R. With all, except the Snake Indians and Flatheads, who do
not wage war agzunst them.

S. They claim no particular country, nor do, they assign

themselves any limits: their tradition relates that they

have always resided at their present villages. . In their

customs, manners, and dispositions, they are similar to

the Mandans and Ahwahhaways. The scarcity of fuel

induces them to reside, during the cold season, in large

bands, in camps, on diffcrent parts of the Missourj, as

high up that river as the mouth of the river Yellow

Stone, and west of their villages, about the Turtle moun-

tain. I believe that these people, as well as the Man-

dans and Ahwahhaways, might be prevailed on to re-

move to the mouth of Yellow Stone river, prowded an

establishment is made at that place. Thay have as yet

furnished scarcely any Leaver, although the country they

hunt abounds with them ; the lodges of these animals

are to be seen within a mile of their villages. These

O it
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people have also suffered considerably by the small-pox :
but have successfully resisted the attacks of the Sioux.
The N. W. company intend to form an establishment in
the course of the next summer, and autumn on the Mis-
sourl, near these people, which, if effected; will most
probably prevent their removal ‘to any point thch our
government may hereafter Wxsh them to reslde at.

A. Ayauwais.

B. Ah-e-o-war.

C. Ne Perce’.

D. Missouri.

E. One.

F.

G. 200.

H. 8c0. : :

I. 40 leagues up the river Demoin on the S E. side. :

J. Mr. Crawford and Oﬂler merchan*s from Mzchlhmackz—

“pacs

K. At their wllage and huntmg camps.

L. 8800 - -

M. 6.000.

N. Deer skins principally, and the skins of the black bear,
beaver, otter, gray fox, rackoon; muskrat, and mink.

Q. Deer skins, beaver, bl‘xck bear, otter, gray fox, rackoon,
muskrat, and mmk 3 also, elk md deers tallow, and
bears’ oil. ‘

P. At the mouth of the Kansas.

Q. Particularly with the Osage, Kansas, and Cthpeways, la
Fallorine, and those of Leach and Sand Lakes: some-
times with the Mahas and Sioux W ahpatone, Mindawar-
carton and ‘Wahpacoota.

R. With the Ottoes, Missouris, Siouss, Yankton-ahmh and
all the nations east of the :stsmppl and south ot the
Chippeways.

S. - They are the descendants of the ‘ancient Missouris, and
claim ‘the country west of them to the Missouri; but as
to its precise limits, or boundaries, between themselves
and ‘the Saukees and Foxes, I couldnever learn: They

- are a turbulent savage race, frequently abuse their tra- -
ders, and commit depredations on those ascending and
descendmg the Missourt. Their trade cannot be ex-
pected to Increase miuich. : '

AL Saukees.

B. O’saw-kee,

C. la Sauk.

D.*.

E. Two.



F.

G. 500.

H. 2.000..

I. On the west s;de of the Mlss181pp1, 140 leagues above
St. Louis. .

J- Merchants from M ichilimackinac and St. Louis.

K. At their villages, on the Missisippi in sundry plac;s, and
at Eel river on the Waubash.

L. 4.000.

M. 6.000

N. See p. 22, N

0. Seep. 22,0 : el

P. At Prairie de Chien, (or dog plain.) "

Q. With the Osage, Chippeways generally, and Sioux, except

3 the Ya xl\ton ahinah.

R kansas, Ottoes, Missouris, Pamas, Diahas, Poncars, and
: Ayauways, and all the nations east of the Mlssmlppx,
and south of the Chippeways, also with the Yankton
ahnahs. :

S. Saukees and Renars, or Foxes. These nauons are so
perfectly consolidated that they may, in fact, - be con-

.- sidered as one nation only. They speak the same lan-
_gnage: they formerly resided on the cast side of the
- Missisippi, and still claim the land on that side of the

river, from the mouth of the Oisconsin to the linois
river, and eastwar towards lake Michigan ;- but to what
particular boundary, I.am not informed: they alse
claim, by conquest, the whale of the country belongmg
to the ancient Mlssouns, which forms one of the most
valuable portions of Louisiana; but what proportion of
this territory they are willing to assign to the Ayouways,
who also claim a part of it, I do not know, as they are
_ at war with the Sious, who hve N.and N. W, of them,
except the Yankton-ahnah. = Their boundaries in that
guarter are -also undefined:. their trade would become
~much more valuable if peace was esLabhs::ed between

- them and the nations west of the Missouri, with whom

. they. are at .war: their population “has remained nearly
the same for many. yearss “they raise an abundance of
corn, beans, and melons: they sometimes hunt in the
country west of tbem, tOW"‘ldb ‘the T\fhcsonn, but their
prmcrp'ﬂ hunting is on -both sides of the Missisippi,
from the mouth of the Olsconsin to the mouth of the
Illinois river. These people are extremely friendly to
the whites, and seldom injure their traders; but they
are the most implacable enemies to the Indian nations



A, SIOUXS PROPER.

B. L.

WAl'-pa-tone. | 10.000

18,000

16,000

6,000

30.000

3.000,

5.000

N,

Deer sking prin-
cipally, skins of!
the black bear,
otter, fisher,
imarten,rackoon,
gray. foxes,
muskrats, and
minlks.

Ditto.

Ditto, with n
nych larger pro-
portion of otter,

Ditto, with a
muchlarger pro-
portion of bea-
ver, otter, and
black bear.

Buffaloe robes
and wolf skins.

Deer & rackoon
principally,

some black bear,
beaver, & otter.

Min'-da,-wir’ - | 8.700
car-ton,
Wal/-pa-coo-ta,] 3.800]
Sis-sa-toné, {17,000
|
£l
o
17
[
<
o]
Yank’-ton, 1.800)
(ot the north
or plains.)
Yank’-ton 41/~ | 38.000)
néh’/,
Té-ton. 5.000
Té-ton,~o-kan- | 1.500
dan-dis.
Sé-ton,~-min-na-{ 2,000
kine-az’-zo0,
Té-ton,sih-0-nél 2,900

Q.

Skins of the small deer
black bear, otter, bea-

ver, fisher, marten, rac-
koon, gray fox, musk-
rat, and mink ; also, elk
and deers tallow and
bear’soil,

Ditto.

Ditto.

Ditto,

Ditto, & buffaloe robes,
tallow, dried meat, and
grease in addition.

TBuffaloe robes, tallow,
dryed meat and grease,
skins of the small deer,
black bear, wolves, elk,
rackoon, ¢lk and decvs,
tallow and bearsoil.

[ Buffaloe robes, tailow,
zrease and dried meat,
skins of the beaver,small
and large foxes,small &
large wolf, antelope,
elk, and deer in great
abundance ; also, elk

and deers tallow, and a|-

On the west side

of the Missisippi,
about the mouth
of St. Peter’sriver,
or falls of St, An-
thony.

Ditto.

Ditto.

About the head of|
the river St. Pe-
ters, at the portage
between that river
and the Red river
of lake Winnipie.
Ditto, and on the
Missouri, near the
mouth of Chyenne
river.

At the Couneil
Bluff, or mouth of
river Chyenne,

At or near the
mouth of the Chy-
enie river,

Principally with the

voine, & those of Leach
& Sandy lakes; defen-
sive with the Saukees,
Renars, and Ayauwas.

Ditto.

With the Chippeways
generally, & sometimes
an offensive war on the
nationsmost convenient!
to them on the Missouri,
With the Chippeways
generally, the Assinni-
boims, Christenois,
Mandans, Minetares,
Abhwahhaways, and
Chyennes,

Ditto.

With the Ricaras,& na-
tionson lower portion of
the Missouri, & W.of it
within their yeach, ex.’
cept the Mabhas & Pon-!

Missouri, and west of

few grizzly bears.

7,000} Buffaloe robes,
grease & tallow,
dressed buffaloe
skins, & $ome
dried meat,

2.5001 Ditto,

3.000{Ditto,

3.500'Ditto,

50, the Mandans, Ah-

netares, »fmmmziaom:mv_

Chippeways, La Follo-

cars—with Chipeways, the
With all the nations on;With all the other bands
thelower portien of the of Sioux, and with none
itelse
within their reach; M;..__:,wﬂu the Ricaras, whom
they keep in perpetual

R.

With the Sioux bands

and all the natious east
of -the Missisippi, and
southof the Chippeways,
who ‘never wage war
agninst the nations on
the Missourt.

Ditto.

Ditto,

Ditto, and partially with
the Ricaras,

With the other Sioux
bands and partially with
the Ricaras,

Mahas, Poncaras, Sau«
wmmmuwm:u«mkwwuzsﬁ._mmﬂ
the nations east of the
Missisippi & south of the
Chippeways; also, with
other bands of Sioux,

except  partiaily

wahbaways, the Mi-'dread of them, and plun-

Christenois and Chip-

“eways,

der without reserve,
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A. SIOUXS PROPER.

A"

das.

1i, frem the mouth of Teton
river to the mouth of the Chy-
€118 TIVeT,

B, C. D. ¥. G. H. 1. KR X
Wah-pa'~tone. La Soo. * Darcotar 80 200 700 On the north side of the 1i-| Mess'rs Camp-|  On the Missi-
B or Sioux, ver St. Peters, 15 leagues{bell, Diekson,|sippi and St, Pe-
from its mouth. and others, wholters rivers, at
trade to Michi-|sundry places not
) limackinac. stationnry.
Min'~da,-wht’/- | Gens de Do. 120 | 500 | 1.200 On the Missisippi at the] Ditto. Ditto.
car-ton, Lake. mouth of the river St. Peters, i
Wéh'-pa-coo-ta, {La Soo. Do. 6ol 1501 400] On the south-west side of] Ditto. Ditto,
the river St. Peters, 30
leagues above its mouth, in
Arrow Stone Prairies. ‘
Sis-sa-toné, La Soo. -Do. 30 200 800 On the heads of the river] Mr. Camma-| An  establish-
St. Peters and Red river of{ron, amerchantiment at the head
Lake Winnipie. who trades ex-{of St. Petersriver,
tensively to Mi-{about 130 leagues
chilimackinae. [from its month,
= | Vank/-ton, (of}{La Soo. Do. 200 500 | 1.600 | From the heads of the river! Ditto. Ditto.
&1 the morth or St. Peters and Red viver to the
gl plans.) Missouri, about the greal bend.
% | Yank/-ton-ah- {La Soo. Do. 80 200 700 'From the river All Jacque] Principaily On  the river
Al nal, eastwardly, on the lower por-{with Mv. Craw-{Demoin at their
tion of the river Sivux andlford, of the ri-[bunting camps, &
heads of Foids river, Little,iver Demoin. snetimes at the
Sioux and Demoin rivers, Ayauwais village
. Prairie de Chien,
Téton. Bois britté.i Deo. 120 300 200 On the east side of the Mis-} Mr, Loisell &| At the Cedar
souri, from the mouth ofjCo. of St. Lou-|Island, & nearthe
White river to Teton river. [is. wmouth o! the Chy-
enne river, on the
Missonri,
Téton-,0-kan~dan-{La Soo. Do. 50 120 360 On each side of the Missou-i Ditto. Ditto, and at

the Rickaras.
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- with;whom they are at war. To them is justly attributa.
_ble the almost entire destruction of the Missouris, the
Illinois, Cahokias, Kaskaskias, and Piorias.

e e

B

. Foxes,

. Ot-tar-gir-me.
la Renar,
Saukee.

One. -

HEUow

300.
1.200. .
Near the Saukeés. .
Merchants of Michilimackinac and. St. Louis. -
See p. 24, K.
2.500,
« 4.000. .
See page 24, N.
See page 24, O. - L
At Prairie de Chien (or dog plain.)
See page 24, Q.
. See page 24, R.
5. - See page 24, S.
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S. WAHPATONE. Claim the country in which they
rove on the N.” W, side of the river St. Peters, from their
village to the mouth of the Chippeway river, and thence north-
castwardly towards the head of the Missisippi, including the
Crow-wing river. Their lands are fertile, and generally well
timbered. They are only stationary while the traders are
with them, which is from the beginning of October to the last
of March. Thelr trade is supposed to be at its greatest ex-
tents  They " treat their traders with respect, and seldom
attempt to rob them. This, as well as the other Sioux bands,
act, in all respects, as independently ol cach other as if they
were a distinet nation.

S. MINDAWARCARTON. ’Tis the only band of
Sioux that cultivates corn, beans, &e. and these even cannot
properly be termed a stationary people.  They live In tents of
dressed leather, which they transport by means of horses and
dogs, and ramble from place to place during the greater part
of the yewr.  They are fyiendly o thelr own traders; but the
inveterate enemics to such as supply their enemies, the Chip-
peways, with merchandize. They ulso cluim the country in
which they huni, commencing at the entronce of the river St
Peters, and extending upwerds, on both sides of the Missisip-

. Ia) L
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pi river, to the mguth of d}eCrow—wing rive'r. T }}e land is
fertile, and well watered ; lies level and sufficiently timbered.
Their trade cannot be expected to increase much.

S. WABPACOOTA. Theyrove inthe country south-
west of the river St. Peters, from a place called the Hardrvood
to ‘the mouth of the Yellow Medicine river: never stationary
but when their traders are with them, and this does not hap-
pen atany regular or fixed po}nt. At present they treat thei‘r
traders tolerably well. Their trade cannot be expected to
increase much. A great proportion of. theu; country is open
plains, lies level, and is tolerably fCl'tl}f;‘. They maintain_a
partial trafic with the Yanktons-and lr‘:tons to the west of
them; to these they barter the articles whichthey obtain firoin
the traders on the river St. Peters, and receive in retuyrn hor-
ses, some robes and leather lodges.

S. SBISSATONE. They claim the country in which
they reve, embracing the upper portions of the Red viver, of
lake Winnipie, and St. Peters: it s a level country, intersect-
ed with many small lakes ; the land isferile and free of stone ;
the majority of it open plains. This country abounds more
in the valvable fur animals, the beaver, otter and marten, than
any portion of Louisiana yet known. This circumstance fuir-
nishes the Sissatones with the means of purchasing more mer-
chandize, in proportion to their number, than any nation in
this quarter. A great proportion of this merchandize is reserv-
‘ed by them for their trade with the Tetons, whom they zn-
nually meet at some point previously agreed on, upon the wa-
ters of James river, in the month of May. This Indian fair
is frequently attended by the Yanktons of the North and Ah-
nah.  The Sissatonés and Yanktons of the North here supply
the others with considerable quantities of arms, ammunition,
axes, knives, kettles, cloth, and a variety of other articles ; and
receive in return principally horses, which the others have
stolen or purchased from the nations on the Missouri and
west of it. They are devoted to the interests of their trs-
ders.

S. YANKTONSofthe NORTH. Thisband, althou sl
they purchase a much smaller quantity of merchandize than:
the Sissatones, still appropriate a considerable proportion of
what they do obtain in a similar manner with that mentioned
of the Sissatones. This trade, as small us it may appear, hras
been sufficient to render the Tetons independent of the tradle
of the Missouri, in a great measure, and has {arnished the
with the means, not only of distressing and plundering the
traders of the Missouri, but also, of plundering and massaci-c-
ing the defenceless savages of the Missouri, from the mouth
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of the river Platte to the Minetares, and west to the Rocky
mountains. The country these people inhabit is almost on=
entire plain, uncovered with timber ; ; itis extremely level ; thn
soil fertile, and generally well Watered

S. YANKTONS AHNAH. Thescare the best dxs;,os-
ed Sioux who rove on the banks of the Missouri, and these
even will not suffer any trader to ascend thenver, if they can
possibly avoid it: they have, heretofore, invariably arrested
the progress of all those they have met wnh, and g generally
compelled them to trade at the prices, nearly, which they them.
selves think proper to fix on their merchandize : they seldom
commit any further acts of violence on the whites. They
sometimes visit the river Demoin, where a partial trade has
been carried on with them, for a few years past, by a Mr.
Crawford. Their trade, if well regulated, might berendered -
extremely valuable. Their country 13 a very Cfertile one ; ; it
consists of a mixture of wood-lands and prairies. The land
bor gerxng on the Mi Lssouu is principally plains with but little
timber,

S. TETONS BOIS BRDLE T hese are thL
- TETONS OKANDANDAS. vilest miscreants
TETONS MINNAKINEAZZOQ. { of the savage
TETONS SAHONE. race, and must

ever remain the pirates of the Missouri, undl such measures
are pursued, by our government, as will make them feel a
dependence on its will for their supply of merchandize. Unless
these people are reduced to order, by coercive measures, I am
ready to pronounce that the citizens of the United States can
never enjoy but partially the advantages which the Missouri
presents. Relying on a regular supply of merchandize, through
the channel of the river St. Peters, they view with contempt
the merchants of the Missouri, whom the; never fatl to plun—
der, when in their power. Persuasion or advice, with them,
is viewed as supplication, and only tends to inspire them with
contempt for those who offer either. The tameness with
which the traders of the Missouri have heretofore submitted
to their rapacity, has tended not a little to inepire them with
contempt for the white persons who visit them, through that
channel. A prevalent idea among them, and one which they
make the rule of their conduct, is, that the more illy thev
treat the traders the greater Guantlty of merchandize they will
bring them, aand that they will thus obtain the articles Lmy
wish on better terms ; t‘xey bave endeavoured to inspire the
Ricaras with similar sentiments, butha np.‘iv without any con-
siderable effect.  The country in which these four bands rove
is.one continued plain, with scarcely 2 tree to be seen except
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on the water-courses, or the steep decliv.itics of hills, which last
are but rare: the land is fertile, and lies extremely well fc?r
cultivation ; many parts of it are but quly watered, Yt 1s
from this country that the- Missouri derives most of jts co-
Iouring matter; the earth is strongly impregnated with glauber
salts, allum, copperas and sulphur, and when saturated with
water, immense bodies of the hilis precipiiate themselves into
the Bissourl, and mingle with its waters. The waters of this
river have a purgative effect on those unaccustomed to use it.
I doubt whether these people can ever be induced to become
stationary ; their trade might be made valuable if they were
reduced 1o order. They claim jointly with the other bands
of the Sioux, all the conntry lying within the following limits,
viz, beginning at the confluence of the river Demoin and IVIis-
sisippi, thence up the west side of the Missisippi to the mouth
of the St. Peters river, thence on both sides of the Missisip-
pi to the mouth of Crow-wing river, and upwards with that
stream, including the waters of the upper part of the same ;
thence to include the waters of the upper portion of Red river,
of lake Winnipie, and down the same nearly to Pembenar
river, thence a south westerly course to intersect the Missoui-
1i at or near the Mandans, and with that stream downwarcls
to the entrance of the Warrecunne creek, thence passing the
Missouri it goes to include the lower portion of the river
Chyenne, all the waters of White river and river T eton, ivi-
cludes the lower portion of the river Quicurre, and returns to
the Missouri, and with that streama downwards to the mowith
of Waddipon river, and thence eastwardly to lutersect: the
Missisippi at the beginning. ‘
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The subdivisions of the Darcotar or Sioux nation, with-the nemes of
the foincipal chiefs of each band and subdivision.

NAMES OF THE SUBDI-

NAMES OF THE NAMES OF THE CHIEFS. | REMARKS.
‘BANDS. VISIONS.

Mindawarcarton| Mindawarcarton. # Ne-go-hun-dah. Those mar-
Kee-uke-sah. Tar-tong-gar-mab-nce, |ked with a
Tin-tah-~ton. Cha-tong-do-tah, star, ave the
Mah-tah-ten, prineipal

chicfs of

Wahpatone. Wah-pa-tone. * Tar-car-ray. their res-
O-ta-har-ton. War-bo-sen-dat-ta. pective
oo bauds, as

Wahpacoota. Wah-pa-con-ta # War-car-to. well as theiy
Mi-ah-kee-jack-sah. |Chit-tah-wock-kun-dew owy subdi-

pe. ) “|visions,
Sissatone. Sissatone. * Wack-he-en-do-tay. L

Yankton, {of the

north,)

Yanktonahorah,

Teton, (Bois
briilé.)

Teton, O-kan-
dan-das,

Taoton, min-na-
kine-az-zo.

Teton, sad-o-uc.

Caw.ree.

K ee-uke-sah.
Saheown.
Hone-ta-par-teen,
Hah-~hat-tones.
Hone-~ta~-parteen~woz
Za-ar-tar, )

Yankton-sa-char-hoo

Tar-co-im-bo-to.

E-sah-a-te-akestar-
par.
War-chink-tar-he.
Choke-tar-to-woanb.
Qz-ash,
“iMe-ne-sharne,

Shewo,
O-kan-dan-das,

Min-na-kine-az-zo.

Wan-nee-wack-a-ta-
a-ne-liy,

Tar-eto-ch-pavh,

Suh~o-ue,

Tavk-chan~de-see-
char,

1Suah-o-ne-hont-a-par-(Sharh-ka-has-car.

i opar,

Tar-tung-gan-naz-a.

Said indi- |
vidually to]

#*Mah-to~-wy-ank-ka. .
Arsh-kane.
Pit-ta-sah. be very
Mah-pe-on-do-tak,” - [friendly to
Tat-tung-gar-weet-e-co [the whites,
i : He posséss-
es grent ine
fluence in
s band &

nation.
#*Nap-pash-scan-na- Accepted a
mah-na. medal & flag
of the U. 8,
War-ha-zing-ga. . . . | Do.amedal.

# Tar-tong-gar-sar-par. | Do. do. and
llag of U, 8.
A great
seoundrel 5
we gave him
a medal be~
forewe were

Man-da-tong-gar. .
T'ar tapg-gar-war-har,
Mah-zo-mar-néc.
Wal-pal-zing-gar.

# ()-ase-se~char, acquainted
Wah-tar-pa. with his cha-~
- racter.

# Wock-ke-a-chaunlk-
in-dish-kah.

Chan-te-wah-nee-jah.

# Ar-kee-chee-tar,

War-min-de-o-pre-in-
doo-tar,
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A, Chyennes.

B. Shar“ha.

C. la Chien.

D, #

E.

F. 110.

G. 300.

H. 1200.

1. About the source of the river Chyenne, in the black hills.

J- Mr. Loiselle & Co. of St. Louis.

K. On the river Chyenne, not stationary, and at the Ricaras
village.

L. 1.500.

M. 2.000.

N. Buffaloe robes of best quality.

O. Buffaloe robes, tallow, grease, and dried meat, skins of
the beaver, small and large foxes, small and large wolf,
antelope, elk and deer in great abundance ; also, elkand
deers’ tallow, a few grizzly bear, skins of the white bear,
and big horned antelopes.

P. At, or near the mouth of the Chyenne river.

Q. A defensive war with the Sioux, and at war with no other

within my knowledge.

R. With all their neighbours except the Sioux.

S. They are the remnant of a nation once respectable in point
of number: formerly resided on a branch of the Red
river of Lake Winnipie, which still bears their name.
Being oppressed by the Sious, they removed to the west
side of the Missouri, about 15 miles below the mouth
of Warricunne creek, where they built and fortified a
village, but being pursued by their ancient enemies the
Sioux, they fled to the Black hills, about the head of the
Chyenne river, where they wander in quest of the buf-
faloe, having no fixed residence. - They do not cultivate.
They are well disposcd towards the whites, and might
easily be induced to settle on the Missourt, if they couldk
be assured of being protected from the Sioux. Their
namber annually diminishes. Their trade mny be mnde
valuable.

A, Wetepahi'toes.
B, Weateopi hi'to.
C. Wete-pahatoes,
D, #*

F. 70, including the Kifwils.
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. 200, including the Kiawas.

. 700, including the Kiawas.

On the Paduca fork of the river Platte.

No trader.

L. M. N.

. The same as the Tetons, (see first table) also horses.

At or near the mouth of Chyenne river.

A defensive war with the Sioux, and at war with no other

within my knowledge.

. With all their wandering neighbours to.the west, and
particilarly with Ricaras, Mandans, Minatares, and
Ahwahhaways, whom they occasionally visit for the pur-
pose of trafficking their horses, mules, &ec. for Europe-
an manufactures.

S. They are a wandering nation, inhabit an open country, and
raise a great number of horses, which they barter to the
Ricaras, Mandans, &c. for articles of European manu-
factory. - They are a well disposed people, and might
be readily induced to visit the trading establishments on
the Missouric From the animals their country produ-
ces, their trade would, no doubt, become valuable. These
people again barter a considerable proportion of the ar-
ticles they obtain from the Menetares, Ahwahhaways,
Mandans, and Ricaras, to the Dotames and Castapanas.

Klawas.

Ki'd-wa.

. Ki'fwhs.

#*

W DWORET G

&

. See page 30, F.
. See page 30, G.
See page 31, H.
On the Paduca, and frequently with the Wetepahatoes.
No trader.
L: M. N.
. See page 30, C.
At, ornear the mouth of Chyenne river.
. See page 31, Q.
. See page 31, R.

What has been said of the Wetepahatoes is in all respects
applicable to these people also. Neither these people,
the Wetepahatoes, nor the Chyennes, have any idea of
exclusive right to the soil.

b

.

HORS-EOmEYOR

?’PU,@.

-

. Kanenavish.
Kan.e-nd'-vish.

@



€. Gens-des-Vache.

D, *

E.

¥, 150.

G. 400.

H, 1.500.

I. On the heads of the Paducas fork of the river Platte, and
S. fork of Chyenne river.

J. No trade.

X L. M. M.

O. See page 30, O.

P. At, or near the mouth of the Chyenne river.

Q. See page 31, Q.

R. See page 31, R.

See page 31, 5.

P »

Stactan.
Sta-e-tan.
. Kites.

*

&

40,

» 100. . ’

H. 400,

I. On the head of the Chy enne, and fmqucntly with the.
Kanenavish. ;

I K. L. M. N.

O, See page 31, O.

P. At, or near the mouth of Chyennc river,

Q. See page 31, Q. .

. See page 31, R

See page 31, S.

YO

Cataka.
Cat’-a-ka.
Cat'aki.

.

25,
75.
300.

“Between the heads of the north and south forks of the river
Chyenne.

K. L. M. N
. See page 30, Q.
At, or near the mouth of the Chyenne river.

FEOMEDORE um

g O
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Q. See page 31, Q.
R. See page 81, R,
S. See page 31, 5.

Nemousin.
Ne'.mo-sin.
Allebome.
*

HEOEE

=

15.

350.

200,

On the head of the north fork of the river Cnyeme.

No trader.

L. M. N.

See page 30, Os

At ot near the mouth of the Chyenne river,

A defensive war with the Ricaras and Sioux.

The same as the Wetepahatoes (see page 31, R. ) except
the Ricaras.

These differ from the others (viz. Wetepahatoes, Kiawas,
Kanenavish, Stactan, and Cataka) in as mpch as they
never visitthe Ricaras; inall other respects they are the
same, sce page 31, S.

a-*p:ca

pwa

©

=0

19

Dotame.
Do-ta-me.
Dotame.
.)k.

MY oW

&

10.

30.

120.

On the heads of the river Chyenne,
No trader.

ittt

X. L. M. N.
0. See page 30, O.
P. At or nénr the mouth of the Chyemne viver.

See page 31, Q.

See puge 31, R.

The information I possess, with respect to this nation, iz
derived from Indian information: they are said to be a
wanglering nation, inhabiting an open country, and who
raise a great number of horses and mules.  They are a
mc.wh, well disposed people, and might, from the posi-
tion of their country, be casily induced to visit an esta-

o

>
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blishment on the Missourl, about the mouth of Chy-
enne river. They have not, as yet, visited the Missouri.
A. Castahana.
B. Cas-tasha-na.

C. Castahana.
&

. 300.

. 1.300.

. 5.000.

Between the sources of the Padoucas fork, of the rivers
Plattz and Yellow Stone.

No trader.

L. M. N.

. The same as the Chyennes (see page 30, O)and the

skins of the lynx; or Iouverm, and martens in addition.

P. At or near the mouth of the river Yellow Stone, on the

Missouri.

Q. A defensive war with the Sioux and Assinniboins.

R. Sec page 31, R.

S. What has been said of the Dotames is apphcable to these
people, except that they trade principally withthe Crow
Indians, and that they “would most probably prefer visit-
ing an establishment on the Yellow Stone river, or at its
mouth on the Missouri.

Crow Indians.

Kee-kit-sg,

Gens des Corbeau.

. Minetarre.

@mww

bl

O s

3

Rty

.

350,

. 900.

H 3.500.

I On each side of the river Yellow Stone, about the mouth
of the Big-horn river.

. Mo trader.

.

0yt

£ ?1“"'

™. N.

O See page 54, O.

© P. At, or near the mouth of the river Yellow Stone, on the

Tissouri.

Q. Defensive with the Sioux-and Ricaras.

R. The same as the Wetepahatoes, (See page 31, R.) ex-
cept the Ricaras.

» These people are divided into four bands, called by them-

selves Ahdh'dr-ropir-no-pah, Noo' —t’x,-Pd~rces-cal and

72]
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E-hirtesir. = They annually visit the Mandans, Mine-
tares, and Ahwahhaways, to whom they barter horses,
mules, leather lodges, and many articles of Indian ap-
parel, for whichthey receive in return, guns, ammunition,
axes, kettles, awls, and other European manufactures.
When they return to-their country, they are in twrn vi-
sited by the Paunch and Snake Indians, to whom they
barter most of the articles they have obtained from the
nations on the Missourl, for horses and mules, of which
those nations have a greater abundance than themselves.
They also obtain of the Snake Indians, bridlebits and
blankets, and some other articles which those Indians
purchase from the Spaniards.  The bridle-bits and
blankets I have seen in the possession of the Mandans
and Minetares. Their country is fertile, and well water-
ed, and in most parts well timbered.

A Paunch Indians.

B, Alla-ké'.we-8h.

C. Gens de Panse.

. R

F. 300.

G. 800. .

H. 2.300.

I. On each side of the Vellow Stone river, near the rocky
mountains, and heads of the Big-horn river.

J. No trader.

K. L. M. N.

O. See page 34; O.

P. At, or near the mouth of the river Yellow Stone, on the
Missouri. ,

Q. Defensive with the Sioux and Ricaras.

R. The same as the Wetepahatoes (see page 31, R.) except

. the Ricaras.
S. These are said to be a peaceable, well disposed nation.
- Their country is a variegated one, consisting of moun-
tains, vallies, plains, and woodlands, irreguiarly inter-
_spersed. They might be induced to visit the Missouri,

at the mouth of the Vellow Stone river; and from.the
great abundance of valuable furred animals which their
country, as well as that of the Crow Indians, produces,
their trade must become extremely valuable. They are
a roving people, and have no idea of exclusive right to
the soil,
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L. ¢ Do B On the Mouss
AMaene-to’- | GQens des 100 {200 750 1 river, i)f:t&'\'euln
ph. Canoe. | & ‘th? Assinpi-
2 boin and  the
. 2 Missouri.
2 TN . . & e X
7: E10-seé- Gens des | = 100 | 2501 850 qr.;[;:glll‘{"le E‘EW
SRl ghh. Tee. 5 sonrt, about gl
(o e B = mowth of Littie
] g A hssonri. tn ths
= z Missonrt, to the
é E’: Assinniboin, at
o B the mouth of
12 R Cupelie rivey,
<« MAR £, 9__ 200 1430 | 1.600 ‘ﬂ{n s‘ne_s Mis-
< PAnéto. = i souri, ;ﬂm’l.]t thie
= £ mouth of  the
i White  Farth
z2 viver, and on
2 the head of Ase
- sinniboin  and
; Capetle rivers,
. J. " L. M. N.
Ma-ne-to’~ {4 ¢ blishments | 4.500 7.000
péi. uw'g | on ﬂu.a sainul- -
A S Z [ boin river, . Duffaloe megt
= | &|O-seé- 3 £ Bstablishments | 6.000 | 6.500 | dried or pound-
,c?-: %] gih, ~ T jon the Assinni- 1‘3(], am'{ grease
= Z - E g | boin and Capelle i bladders priu-
z* - rivers. cipally ; a]‘m,
= o o wolv a few
17 I beaver and buf-
t E - faloe robos.
< | Mah'~to,~ | ™ | Ditta,andocea- | 8.000 | 8,000
pi-nd-to. | 54 |sionaly at the
S | establishments
S+ | on the river Sas-
~ { kashawan,

j 3. Q0. P, . .
Ma-ne-to’~ Buffaloe robes, Reeiproeal- With all
pi. { tallow, dried by with the | their own

-~ awd pounded , Siouy 3 offen- | tribess Ches-
neat & grease, _E'ﬂ sive with the | tenocs,
o skins of thelarge | o = AUearns, Cos- | (braneh of
1] and small fox, | ¢ kS tahann, Crow, | the  Ruiste-
< small and targe [ €% Paneh, and [ nans)  and
=) wolves,  ante- 3 3 Suake  Indie | particlly with
# lopes, {or eabri}] 5 2 ans, and all | the ippe~
& apd ek ip great | 8 2 those  south- | waysof Pem-
] . ahundance ; also, | 57 woest ol the' ] bena, Algon.
- some  brown, $E Missouri, quins,  of
< white, and  gviz- f:‘L within  their | Povtage  de
aiy bear, deer & | 27 | veach, Praivie, Man-
iyux. s LE dons,  Miue-
E f-,‘ tares, & Ah-
walrhay

BN -to- Ditto,  with

pa-ni-to. | more bears and

sone marten,
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B. ¢4 D. EjF] ¢ H 1. J-
0 jib/-4-way. i R 400]1.6000] On an islandin} N. W .
. asmall lake, call-{ Compa-~
;r: ed Leach Lake,| ny -
b formed Dby the
B K Missisippi river.
@l Dito, z Chippe- 200§ 706 About the head| Ditto.
g £ way. of the Missisippi
= 3 and around Red
5 Al Lake,
R . On the Red pi.] N. W,
<}l pitto. Ditto. 10! 350ver of Lake Win-; and
nipie, and about{ X. Y.
the mouth  of{Compa-
Pembanar ri nies.
B, K. L. M. N. Q.
Ojibaway.| At their vil-] 12.000] 16.000} Beaver, ot-] Beaver, o~
lages " and ter, black bear,jter, black bear,
hf{uting rackoon,  fox,lrackoon, gray
. camps on the arten, mink,{fox, marten,
{;' Missisippi. fisher, and decrjmink, fisher,
< skins, and deer skins,
21 Ditto, At an esta-] 8.000f 10.000] Ditto, and| Ditto, and
B blishment on bark canoes.  |bark canoes.
é Red Lake, &
= at their hunt-
o ing camps,
.1 Ditto. Establish- | 7000t 10.000{ Ditto, princi~]  Ditts, ex-
< meunts - near| | pally beaver &fecept canoes,
the mouth of otter, butvo ca~jwith wolverinea
Pembanar ri- noes, some. wol-land lynx  in
ver, and at verine andlynx. faddition.
their hunting
camps. i
B. P Q. .
Ojibaway. On the north With all the] Al the tribes of
’ side of the Missi-jtribes  of Sioux,|Chippeways, zine
} sippi, at  Saudy[Saukees, Renars,[the nations inba-
= Lake. and Ayouwais. biting lakes Stip e~
fd rior, . Michigan, &
B the country  erast
= of the Missisippi.
é‘: Ditto. On  the Red| ! The Sicux on-
" Lake, mnear thelly.
g head of the Missi-
A sippi.
| Ditta, On the Red ri-] 4 The Sioux, & Ditto, and with
ver of Lake Win-| partially with the[the Christenoes &
nipie, about the] Assinniboius. Algonquins.
mouth of the As-
sinniboin river,
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S. CHIPPEWAYS, of Leack Lake. Claim the country
on both sides of the Missisippi, from the mouth of the Crow-
wing river to its source, and extending west of the Missisippi
to the lands claimed by the Sioux, with whom they still con-
tend for dominion. . They claim, also, east of the IMissisippi,
the country extending as far as lake Superior, including the
waters of the river St. Louis. This country is thickly cover-
ed with timber generally; lies level, and generally fertile,
though 2 considerable proportion of it is intersected and broken
up by small lakes, morasses and swamps, particularly about
the heads of the Missisippi and river St. Louis. They do
not cultivate, but live principally on the wild rice, which they
procure in great abundance on the borders of Leach Lake and
the banks. of the Missisippl. Their number has been con-
siderably reduced by wars and the small pox. - Their trade is
at 1ts greatest extent.

Of Red lake. - Claim the country about Red lake and Red
lake river, as far as the Red river of lake Winnipie, beyond
which last river they contend with the Sionx for territory-
This is a low level country, and generally thickly covered with
timber, interrupted with many swamps and morasses. This,
as well as the other bands of Chippeways, are esteemed the
best hunters in the north-west country; but from the long re-
sidence of this band in the country they now inhabit, game is
hecoming scarce ; therefore, their trade is supposed to be at
its greatestextent. The Chippeways are a well disposed peo-
ple, but excessively fond of spirituous liquor.

Of river Pembena. These people formerly resided on the
east side of the Missisippi, at Sand lake, but were induced,
by the north-west company, to remove, about two years since,
to the river Pembena. They do not claim the lands on which
they hunt. The country is level and the soil good. The
west side of the river is principally prairies or open plains; on
the east side there is a greater proportion of tiumber. Their
trade at present is a very valuable one, and will probably in-
crease for some years. They do not cultivate, but live by
hunting. Thev are well disposed towards the whites.



A, ALGONQUINS,

. | E.|F. | G.| . [
Chippe- 100 { 300 On the | N. W.
ways. seuth side and

of Rainy | X. Y.
Lake, Bai~ | Compa-
ny Lakeri- | nies.

ver, & the

Lakeof the
Wood. .
Ditte. | Algon- | Chippe- 200 | 600§ About the | Ditto.
quins. | ways. ’ mouth  of

the Assin-
niboin, on!
Red river,

ONQUINYG,

« AL

A

B, K. L. M. N.
;i Ojibaway. Establishments on | 4000 | 6.000 | Principaiiy birch
the -rivers Winnipie 1 bark cances.
and Rainy Lake,and :
at  their hunting l
camps.
Ditto. Establishments on | 8.000 | 11.000 Beaver, otter,

o

the Assinniboin a

it Fort de Prairie, bear, large  fox,

|
f rackoon, - black

4
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8. ALGONQUINS, of Rainy Lcke, &c. With the

precise limits of the country they claim, I am not informed.

They live very much detached, in small parties. The coun-

try they inhabit is but an indifferent one; it has been much

hunted, and the game, of course, nearly exhausted. They
are well disposed towards the whites. Their number is said

to decrease. - They are extremely addicted to spirituous k-

quor, of which large quantities are annually furnished them

by the N. W, traders, in return for their bark canoes. They
live wretchedly poor.

Of Portage de Prairie.  These people inhabit. a low, flat,
marshy country, mostly covered with timber, and well stocked
with game. They are emigrants from the lake of the Woods
and the country east of it, who were introduced, some years
since, by the N. W, traders, in order to hunt the country on
the lower parts of Red river, which then abounded in avariety
of animals of the fur kind. - They are an orderly, well dispos-
ed people,. but like their relations on Rainy lake, extremely
addicted to spirituous liquors. Their trade is at its greatest
extent.

A. Christenoes or Knistenaus.

B. Chris-te-no.

C. Cree.

D. Chippeways, with a different accent, and many words
peculiar to themselves.

E.

¥. 150.

G. 300.

H. 1.000.

1. On the heads of the Assinniboin, and thence towards the
Saskashawan.

J. Hudson’s Bay, N. W. and X, Y. companies.

K. Establishments on the Assinniboin, Swan Lake river, and
the Saskashawan. :

L. 15.000.

M. 15.000.

N. Beaver, otter, lynx; wolverine, marten, mink, }VOlf, small
fox, (or kitts) dressed elk, and moose-deer skins.

0. The skins of the beaver, otter, lynx, wolf, wolverine, mar-
ten, mink, small fox, brown and grizzly bear, dressed.
elk and moose-deer skins, muskrat skins, and some bufe

aloe robes, dried meat, tailow and grease.

P. On the Missour], at or near the mouth of the Yellow
Stone river. :

Q. With the Sious, Full, Blood, and Crow Indiass.
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R. With the Assinniboins, Algonquins, Chippeways, Mans
dans, Minatares, and Ahwahhaways. »
S. They are a wandering nation; do not cultivate, nor claim
" any particular tract of country. They are well disposed
towards the whites, and treat their traders with respect,
The country in which they rove is generally open plains,
but i some parts, particularly about the head of the
Assinniboin river, it is marshy and tolerably well fur.
nished with fimber, as are also the Fort Dauphin moun-
tains, to which they sometimes resort. From the quanti-
tv of beaver in their country, they ought to furnish more
of that article than they do at present. They are not
esteemed good beaver hunters. They might, probably,
he induced to visit an establishment on the Missouri, at
the Yellow Stone river. Their number has been reduc.
ed, by the small pox, since they were first known to the
Canadians.
A, Fall Indians,
B. A-lin.sir.
. Fall Indians.
. Minetare.

b O

. 260.

. 660.

H. 2.500.

I. On the head of the south fork of the Saskashawar river,

- and some streams supposed to be branches of the Mis.
sourl.

J. N. W. company. ‘ o

K. Upper establishment on the Saskashawan ; but little trade, ..

1., 1.000.

M. 4.000.

N. Beaver and marten.

O. Skins of the beavers, brown, white and grizzly bear, large
and small foxes, muskrat, marten, mink, lynx, wolverine,
wolves, white hares, deer, elk, moose-deer, antelopes of
the Missouri, and scme buffaloe,

P. Ator near the falls of the Missouri.

Q) Defensive war with the Christenoes.

R. , : o

S.. The country these people rove in is not much known: it

"is said to be a high, broken, woody country. They
might be induced to visit an establishment at the falls
of the Missouri : their trade may, no doubt, be made _
nrofitable,

A. Cattanahaws.

B. Cat-tan-a-hiws.

)
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C. Cattanahaws.

D. *

E. F. G H.

1. Between the Saskashawan and the Missouri,or waters sup-
posed to be of the Missouri.

J. No trader.

K L M. N.

0. See page 42, O.

P. At, or near the falls of the Missouri.

q. R. ‘

S. What has been said of the Fall Indians is, in all respects,
applicable to this nation. They are both wandering

~nations. .
. Black-foot Indians.

§ b>

o

Blackfoot Indians.
F. G. H. :
Between the ‘Saskashawan and the Mlssouu, on ivaters
supposed to be of the Missouri.
No trader.
L. M. N.
See page 42, O.
Azt or near the falls of the Missouri.
R.
See page 43, S.
Blue Mud and Long Hair Indians.

QN%,HM@

wd

P

o

O

. Blue Mud and Long Hair Indians.

F. G. H.

‘West of the Rocky mountains, and near the same on
water courses supposed to be branches of the Columbia
river.

No trader.

L. M. N.

Not known, butfrom the position of their country suppos-
ed to abound in animals similar to those mentioned in
page 42, O.

R

ks

O g

P. . . :

S. Siill less is known of these people, or their country. The
water courses on which they reside, are supposed to be
branches of the Columbia river. They are wandering
nations.

A, Flatheads.

B. Tut-see’-wis,



C. Flat-head Indians.
D. *
El F. G'. H'

J.
K.
o.
P.
Q.
R.

1. On the west side of a large river, lying west of the Rocky

mountains, and running north, supposed to be the south
fork of the Columbia river.
No trader.
L. M X
See page 43, O.

Defensive war with the Minetares.

S. The information I possess with respect to these people has

heen received from the Minetares, who have extended
their. war excursions -as far westerly as that nation, of
whom they haye made several prisoners, and brought
them with them to their villages on the Missouri:
these prisoners have been seen by the Frenchmen resid-
ing in this neighbourhood. The Minetares state, that
this nation resides in one village ou the west side of a
large and rapid river, which runs from south to north,
along the foot of the Rocky mountains on their west
side; and that this river passes at a small distance from
the three forks of the Missouri. That the country be-
tween the mountains and the riveris broken, buton the
opposite side of the river it is an extensive open plain,
with a number of barren sandy hills, irregularly distribut-
ed over its surface as far as the eye canreach. They aie
a timid, inoffensive, and defenceless people.” They are
said to possess an abundance of horses,
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A, ALTATANS.

Snake In-
dians.

Of the
West..

La P!ayé.

S0-50~
na/,
So-so-bi,

I’-4-kir.

A-li-a-
tin.

B. C.

Gens des
Serpent.

and

Aliatd,

LaPlays.

# Aliatan.

Aliatan,

Aliatan:

D.lE.lF. G| H,

1

Among the
rocky moun-
tains, on the
heads of the
Missourt,
YellowStone,

| and Platte ri~

vers.

Among the
| rocky  moun-
talns, . and in
the plaivs at
the heads of
the Platte &
Arkansas 1i-

Very nwmerous.

vers.

- The moim-
tains on the
borders of
New Mexico,
and-‘the- gx-

tensive plains

.at’ the heads
of the Arkafi~

1sas and Red

‘rivers,

NS..

A. ALIATA

Snake Indians.

Of the West.

La Plays.

\:d,
=

The place at which this
trade is carried on is not

With the Spaniards of
kuown.

New Mexico,

Q.

The same with the Tall,
Cattanahaws & Black Foot In-
diaus, except buffaloes ; but
they have in addition immense
gquantitics of horses, mnles,
and asses.

Immense quantities of hors-
es, mules, asses, buffaloe, deer,
etk, black bear, &' large hares;
and in the northern regions of
their country, big horn and
Missouri antelopes, swith many

animals of the fur kind.

A. ALTATANS.

Snake Indians.

Of the West.

La Plays.

®

At or near the
Falls of the Missou-
v

On the Arkansas,
as high up as possi-
ble. It would be
best that it should be
west of the souree of
the Kansas, i it
should be necessary

eventosupplyitsome
distance by land.

Q.

Defensive war with
the Ricaras, Sioux,
Assinniboins, Chris-
tenocs,  Minetares,
Ahwahbaways, and
ail the nations inha-
biting the Saskatha-
wan river.

Defensive war with
the Greatand Little
Osages, Paniapique,
sansas,  Panta Pro-
per, Panta Republi-
can, Paunia Loups,
Ricaras, and Sioux.

R.

Mandans &
Crow Indi-
aas, and all
those who do
ant  attack
them.

At peace
with all who
do not wage
war - against
thetn.
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S. ALIATANS, Snake Indians. These are a very nu-
merous and well disposed people, inhabiting a woody and
mountainous country : they are divided into three large
tribes, who wander at a considerable distance from each
other ; and are called by themselves So-so.na, So.so'bubar,
and Y.a-kar; these are again subdivided into smaller though
independent bands, the names of which I have not yet learnt ;
they raise a2 number of horses and mules, which they trade
with the Crow Indians, or are stolen by the nations on the
eastof them. They maintain a partial trade with the Spa-
niards, from whom they obtain many articles of clothing and
ironmongery, but no warlike implements.

OF the West. These people also inhabit a mountainous
country, and sometimes ventute in the plains east of the Roc-
ky mountains, about the head of the Arkansas river. They
have more intercourse with the Spaniards of New Mexico,
than the Snake Indians. They arc said to be very nume-
rous and warlike, but are badly armed. The Spaniards fear
these people, and therefure take the precaution not to furnish
them with any warlike implements. ~In their present unarm=
ed state, they frequently commit hostilities on the Spaniards,
They raisea great many horses, = . 7. S

La Playes. These principally inhabit the rich plains from
the head of the Arkansas, embracing the heads of Red river,
and extending with the mountains' and ‘high lands eastwardly
as faras it is known towards the gulf of Mexico. = They
possess no fire arms, but are warlike and brave. They are,
as well ‘as the other Aliatans, a wandering people. Their
country abounds in wild horses, besides great numbers which
they raise themselves. These people, and the West Alig-
tans, might be induced to trade with us on the upper part of
the Arkansas river. I do not believe that any of the Alia-
tans claim a country within any particular Himits.

A. Pania Pigle’. :

B,

C. La Paunce Piqle.

D. Pania Proper.

DN 28 G. H. I J. K. L. M.

N. . P Q. R.

S. These people have no intercourse with the inhabitants of
the Illinois ; the information, therefore, which I have
heen ensbled to obtain, -with respect to them, Is very
imperfect.  They were formerly known by the name of
the I¥2ite Panias, and are of the same family with the
Panias of the river Platte. They are said to be a well
disposed people, and inhabit a very fertile country 3
certain it is thar thew onine: o deliskeld limate,
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A. Paducas.

B.

C. La Paddo.

D, *

E.. F. G. ~H. 1. it K. L. M.

N. 0. P. Q. R.

S. This once powerful nation has, apparently, entirely disap-
peared ; every inquiry I have made after them has
proved ineffectual. In the year 1724, they resided in
several villages on the heads of the Kansas river, and
could, at that time, bring upwards of two thousand men
into the field, (see Mons. Dupratz’ history of Louisiana,
page 71, and the map attached to that work). - The in-
formation that I received is, that being oppressed by
the nations residing on the Missouri, they removed to
the upper part of the river Platte, where they after-
wards had but little intercourse with the whites. They
seem to have given name to the northern branch of that
river, which is still called the Paducas fork. - The mést
probable conjecture is, that being still further reduced,
they have divided into small wandering bands, which
assumed the names of the subdivisions of the Paducas
nation, and are known to us at present under the appel-
lation of Wetepahatoes, Kiawas, Kanenavish, Katteka,
Dotame, &c. who still inhabit the country to which the
Paducas are said to have removed. The majority of
my information led me to believe that those people
spoke different languages, but other and subsequent in-
formation has induced me to doubt the fact.



HISTORICAL SKETCHES
OF THE
SEVERAL INDIAN TRIBES IN LOUISIANA,
SOUTH ©F
THE ARKANSA RIVER,
AND BETWEEN
THE MISSISIPPI AND RIVER GRAND,

e

CADDOQUES live about 85 miles west of the main
branch of Red river, on a bayau or creek, called by them So-
do, which is navigable for peroques only within about six
miles of their village, and that only in the rainy season.
They are distant from Natchitoches about 120 miles, the
nearest route by land, and in nearly a north-west direction.
They have lived where they now do only five years. The
first year they moved there the small pox got amongst them,
and destroyed nearly one-hall of them; it was iu the winter
season, and they practised plunging into the creck on the first
appearance of the eruption, and died in a few howrs.  Two
years ago they had the measles, ol which several more of
them died. They formerly lived on the south bank of the ri-
ver, by the course of the river 375 miles higher up, at a beau-
tiful prairie, which has a clear lake of good water in the mid-
dle of it, surrounded by a pleasant and fertile couniry, which
had been the residence of their ancestors from time imame-
morial.

They have a traditionary tale, which not only the Caddos,
but half a dozen other smaller nations believe in, who claim
the honour of being descendants of the same family @ they
say, when all the world was drowned by a flood that inundat-
ed the whole country, the great spirit placed on an eminence,
near this lake, one family of Caddogques, who alone were sav-
ed ; from that family all the Indians originated.

The French, for many yeurs before Lonisiana was trans-
ferred to Spain, had, at this place, a fort and some soldiers ;
several French families were likewise scttled in the vicinity,
where they had erccted a good flour mill with burr stones
brought from France. These French families continued
there till about 25 years ago, when they moved down and sct-
tled at Campti, on the Red river, about 20 miles from Natch-
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itoches, where they now live ; and the Indians left it about
14 years ago, on account of a dreadful sickness that visited
them, They settled on the river nearly opposite where they
now live, on a low place, but were driven thence on account
of its overflowing, occasioned by a jam of timber choking
the river at a point below them.

The whole number of what they call warriors of the an-
cient Caddo nation, is now reduced to about 100, who are
looked upon somewhat like knights of Malta, or some distin-
-guished military order. They are brave, despise danger or
death, and boast that they have never shed white man’s blood.
Besides these, there are of old men and strangers who live
amongst thers, nearly the same number, but there are 40 or
50 more women than men. This nation has great influence
over the Yattassees, Nandakoes, Nabadaches, Inies or Ya.
chies, Nagogdoches, Keychies, Adaize and Natchitoches ;
all speak the Caddo language, look up to them as their fa-
thers, visit and intermarry among them, and join them in all
their wars. '

- The Caddoques complain of the Choctaws encroaching
upon their country; call them lazy, thievish, &c. There
has been a misunderstanding between them for several years,
and small hunting parties kill one another when they meet.

The Caddos raise corn, beans, pumpkins, &c. but the land
on which they now live is prairie, of a white clay soil, very flat:
their crops are subject to injury either by too wet or too dry a
season. They have horses, but few of any other domestic
animal, except dogs: most of them have guns, and some have
rifles ¢ they, and all other Indians that we have any knowledge
of, are at war with the Osages.

The country, generally, round the Candos, is hilly, not very
rich; growtha mixture of oak, hickory, and pine, interspers-
ed with prairies, which are very rich generally, and fit for
cultivation. There are crecks and springs of good water fre-

uent.

YATTASSEES, live on Bayau Pierre, (or Stony creek)
which falls into Red river, western division, about 50 miles
above Natchitoches. Their village is in a large prairie about
half way between the Caddoques and Natchitoches, surround-
ed by a settlement of French families. The Spanish govern-
ment at present, exercise jurisdiction over this settlement,
where they keep a guard of a non-commissioned officer and
eight soldiers.

A few months ago, the Caddo chief with a few of his young
men were coming to this place to trade, and came that way
which is the usual road. The Spanish officer of the guard
threatened to stop them from trading with the Americans,

e
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and told the chief if he returned that way WIdthh_the goods he
should take them from him: ’l?he'chmt and his party were
very angyy, and threatened to kill the v.:hole guard, a“fl told
them that that road had been always tl}exrs., and .that if the
Spaniards attempted to prevent their using it as their ancestors
hed always done, he would soon make it a bloody road. e
came here, purchased the goods he wanted, and might have
returned another way and avoided the ‘Spamsh guard, and was
advised to do so; but he said he would pass by them, a_nd'let
them attempt to stop him ltythey dared.  The guard said no-
thing to him as he returned. L

This settlement, till some few years ago, used to belong to
the district of Natchitoches, zm_d.the rights to their lands gi-
ven by the government of Louisiana, before it was ceded to
Spain, Its now being under the government of 1 axus, was
only an agreement between the comzmmrdﬂzmt ?t Natchitoches
and the commandant of N acogdoches, The French formexrly
had a station and factory there, and another on the Sabine 11~
ver, nearly one hundred miles north-west from the Bayau
Pierre settlement. The Yattassces now say the French used
to be their people, and now the Americans.

But of the ancient Yattassees there are but eight men re-
maining, and twenty-five women, besides children; ., but =a
number of men of other nations have intermarried with them
and live together. T paid a visit at their village last summer ;
there were about forty men of them altogether : their original
language differs from any other; but now, all speak Caddo.
They live on rich land, raise plenty of corn, beans, pumpkins,
tobacco, &e. have horses, cattle, hogs, and poultry.

NANDAKOES, live on the Sabine river, 60 or 7O miles
to the westward of the Yattassces, near where the Vrench for-
merly had a station and factory.  Their language is Caddo :
about 40 men only of them remaining. A few years ago they
suffered very much by the small pox. They consider them-
selves the same as Caddos, with whom they intermarry, and
are, occasionally, visiting one another in the greatest harmony:
have the same manners, customs, and attachments.

ADAIZE, live about 40 miles fiom Natchitoches, below
the Yattassees, on a lake called Lac Macdon, which commu-
nicates with the division of led river that passes by Bayau
Pierre. They live at or near where their ancestors have liv-
ed from time immemorial. They being the nearest nation to
the old Spanish fort, ar Mission of Aduige, that place was
named after them, being about 20 miles from then, to the
south. There are now hut <0 men of them remaining, bt
more women, Their language differs from all other, and iz

so difficult o s \yelen o IEYS = WAWAMCTRATOUIIES 0t wation  Can
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speak ten words of it; but they all speak Caddo, and most of
them French, to whom they were always attached, and joined
them against the Natches Tndians, After the mussacre of
Natches, in 1798, while the Spaniards occupied the post of
Adaize, their priests took much pains to proselyte these Indi-
ans to the Roman Catholic religion, but, I am informed, were
totally unsuccessiul. '

ALICHE, (commonly prenounced Eyeish) live near Na-
cogdoches, but are almost extinct, as 2 nation, not being more
than 25 souls of them remaining: four years ago the smail
pox destroyed the greater part of them. They were, some
years ago, a-considerable nation, and lived on.a bayau which
bears their name, which the road from Natchitoch to Nacog-
doches crosses, about 12 miles west of Sabine river, on which
a few French and American families are settled,  Their na~
tive language is spoken by no other nation, but they speak and
understand Caddo, with whom they are in amity, often visit-
ing one another. ‘ '

KEYES, or KEYCHIES, live on the east bank of Trini-
ty river, a small distance above where the road from Watchi-
toches to St. Antoine crosses it. There are of them 80 men:
have their peculiar native language, but mostly now speak
Caddo ; intermarry with them, and live together in much hare
mony, formerly having lived near them, on the head waters of
the Sabine. They plant corn and some other vegetables.

INIES, or TACHIES (called indifferently by . both
pames.) From the latter name the name of the province of
Tachus or Taxus is derived, The Inies live about 25 miles
west of Natchitoches, on a small river, a; branch of Sabine,
called the Natches, They are, like all their neighbours, di-
minishing ; but have now 80 men. Their ancestors, for a
long time, lived where they now do. Their language, the
same as that of the Caddos, with whom they are in great ami-
ty.  These Indians have a good characier, live on excellent
Iand, and raise corn to sell.

NABEDACHES, live on the west side of the same river,
about fifteen miles above them ; have about the same number
of men ; speak the same language ; live on the best of land ;
raise corn in plenty ; have the same manvers, customs, and
attachments.

BEDIES, arc on the Trinity river, about €0 miles to the
southward of Nacogdoches ; have 160 men; are good hunt
ers for deer, which are very lavge and plenty about them;
plant, and make good crops of corn; language differs from all
other, but speak Caddo; are a peaceable, quiet people, z}nd
have an excellent character for their honesty and punctuality.

ACCOKESAWS. Their ancient town and principal place
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of vesidence is on the west side of Colerado or Rio Rouge,
about 200 miles south-west of Nacogdoches, but often change
their place of residencefor a season ; being near the bay, mz}ke
great use of fish, oysters, &c. kill' a great many deer; which
are the largest and fattest in the province ; and their country
is universally said to be inferior to no part of the province in
soil, growth of timber; goodness of water, and beauty of sur-
face; have a language peculiar to themselves, but have a mode
of communication by dumb signs, which they all understand ;
number about 80 men. 30 or 40 years ago the Spaniards had
a mission here, but broke it up, or moved it to Nacogdoches.
They talk of resettling it, and speak in the highest terms of
the country.

MAYES, live on a large creek called St. Gabriel, on the
bay of St. Bernard, near the mouth of Guadaloupe river: are
estimated -at 200 men; never at peace with the Spaniards,
towards whom they are said to possess a fixed hatred, but pro-
fess great friendship for the French, to whom they have been
strongly attached since Mons. de Salle landed in their neigh-
bourhoed. - The place where there is a talk of the Spaniards
opening a’ new port, and making a setlement, is near them ;
where the party, with the governor of St. Antoine, who were
there last fall to examine it, say they found the remains of a
French block house ;. some of the cannon now st Labahie are

~said to have been brought from that place, -and known by the
engravings now to be seen on them. = " e

The French speak highly of these Indians for their extreme
kindnes and hospitality ‘to all Frenchmen who have been
amongst them : have a language of their own, but speak
Attakapa, which is the language of their neighbours the Caran-
kouas; they have likewise a way of conversing by signs. E

CARANKOUAS, live cn an island, or peninsula, in the
bay .of St. Bernard, in length about ten miles; and five  in
breadth ;- the soil 15 extremely rich and pleasant; on one
side of which there is a high bluff, or mountain of coal, which

“has been. on fire for many years, affording always a light at
night, and a strong, thick smoke by day, by.which vessels are
sometimes deceived and lost on the shoaly coast, which shoals
are said to extend nearly out of sight of land.  From this
burning coalthere is- emitted a'gummy  substance the Span-
iards call cheta, which is thrown on the shore by the surf, and
collected by them in- considerable quantities; which they zre.
fond of chewing; it has the -appearance and consistenice of
pitch, of a strong, -aromatic, and ot disagreeable smell..
~[hese Indians areirreconcileable enemies to the Spaniards, al-
ways-at war with them, and Lill them whenever they cam,
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The Spaniards call them cannibals, but the French give them
a different character, who have always been treated kindly by
them since Mons. de Salle and his party were in their neigh-
bourhood. They are said o be 500 men strong, but I have not
been able to estimate their numbers from any very accurate
information ; in a short time expect to be well informed.
They speak the Attakapa language; are friendly and kind to
all other Indians, and, I presume, are much like all cthers,
notwithstanding what the Spaniards say of them, for nature is
every where the same. ‘

Last summer an old Spaniard came to me from Labahie,
a journey of about 500 miles, to have a barbed arrow taken
out of his shoulder, that one of these Indians had shot in it.
I found it under his shoulder-blade, near nine inches, and had
to cut a new place to get at the point of it, in order to get it
out the contrary way trom that in which it had entered: it
was made of a piece of an iron hoop, with wings like a fluke
and aninche. = . L

CANCES, are a very numercus nation, consisting of a great
many. different tribes, cccupying different parts of the country,
from the bay of St. Bernard, cross river Grand, towards La
Vera Cruz. They are not friendly to the Spaniards, and ge-
nerally kill them when they have an opportunity. They are
attached to the French ; are good hunters, principally using the
bow. They are very particular in their dress, which is made
of neatly dressed leather; the women wear a long loose robe,
resembling that of a Franciscan friar; nothing buttheir heads
and feet are to be seen. The dress of the men is straight
leather leggings, resembling pantaloons, and a leather hunt-
ing shirt or frock. - No estimate can be made of their num-
ber. ‘

Thirty or forty years ago the Spaniards used to make
slaves of them when they could take them; a considerable
number of them were brought to Natchitoches and sold to the
French inhabitants at 40 or 50 dollars a head, and a number
of them are still living here, but are now free. About 20
years-ago an order came from the king of Spain that no more
Indians should be made slaves, and those that were enslaved
should be emancipated ; after which some of the women who
had been servants in good families, and taught spinning, sew-
ing, &ec. as well as managing household affairs, married mait-
iffs of the country, and became respectable, well behaved wo-
men, and have now growing up decent families of children:
have a language peculiar to thémselves, and are understood,
by signs, by all others. They are in amity with all other In-
dians except the Hietans. '
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TANKAWAYS, (or TANKS, as tl}e French call them)
have no land, nor claim the exclusive right to any, nor have
any particular place of abode, but are always moving, alter
nately occupying the country wz}tered by the "Itrlmty,_ Braces,
and Colerado, towards St. 2 Fé, - Resemble, in their dress,
the Cances and Hietans, but all in one horde or tribé, Their
number of men is estimated at about 200 ; are good hunters;
kill buttaloe and deer with the bow; have the best breed of
horses ; are alternately friends and enemies of the S_paniards.
Au old trader lately informed me that he had received 5000
deer skins from them in one year, exclusive of tallow, rugs, and
tongues. They plant nothing, but hive upon wild fruits and
flesh : are strong, athletic people, and exccllent horsemen,

TAWAKENOES, or THREE CANES. They are
called by both names indifferently ; five on the west side of
the. Bra‘ces, but are often for some months at a time, lower
down than their usual place of residence, in the great prairie
at the Tortuga, or Turte, called so from its being a hill in
the prairie, which, at a distance, appears in the form of a
turtle, upon which there are some remarkable springs of
water. Lheir usual residence is about 200 miles to the weste
ward of Nacogdoches, towards 8t. a ¥é.  They are cstima-
ted at 200 men: are good hunters ; have guns, but hunt prin-
cipally with the bow : are supplied with geods from Nacog-
duches, and pay for them in rugs, tongues, tailow, and skins.
They speak the same language of the Panis, or Towiaches,
and pretend to have descended from the same ancestors.

PANIS, or TOWIACHES. The French call them Pa.
nis, and the Spaniards Towiaches; the latter is the proper
Indian name. They live on the south bank of Red River;
by the course of the river upwards of 800 miles above Nate
chidoches, and by land, by the nearest path, is estimated at
about 340 They have two towns near together ; the lower
town, where the chief lives, is called Nitehata, and the other
is cdiled Towanhach. They call their present chief the Great
Bear, They are at war with the Spaniards, but friendly to
those French and American hunters who have lately been
among them.  They ave lkewise at war with the Osages, as
are every other pation. - For muny hundreds of miles around
them, the country is rich prairie, covered with luxuriantgrass,
which is green summer and winter, with skivts of wood on
the river bank, by the springs and crecks,

They hove many horses and nwles. They raise more
corn, pumpking, beans, and tobacco, than they want for thei
own. consumption ; the swplusage they exchange with the
Hictans for buffloe rugs, horses, and mules s the pumpkins
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they cut round in their shreads, and when it is in a state of
dryness that it is so tough it will not break, but bend, they
plait and work it into large mats, in which state they seli it to
the Hietans, who, as they travel, cut off and eat it as they
want it. Their tobacco . they manufacture and cut as fine as
tea, which is put into leather bags of a certain size, and is
likewise an article of trade.  They have but few guns, and
very little ammunition ; what they have they keep for war,
and hunt with the bow.. Their meat is principally buffioe ;
seldom kill a deer, though they are so plenty they come into
their villages, and. about their houses, like a. domestic ani-
mal : elk, bear, wolves, antelope; and wild hogs, are. likewise
plenty in their country, and white rabbits, or hares, a5 well as
the common  rabbit: white. bears: sometimes- come down
amongst them, and wolves of .all colours. * The men gene-
rally go entirely naked, and the women nearly so, only wear-
ing a small flap of a piece of askin., They have a number
of Spaniards- amongst them, of fair complexion, taken from
the settlement of St..a Fé; when they were children, who
live as they do, and have no knowledge of where they came
from. Their language differs from that of any other nation,
the Tawakenoes excepted. Their presént number of men is
estimated at about 400. A great number of them, four years
ago, were swept off by the small pox.

HIETANS, or Comanches, who are likewise called by
both names, have no fixed place of residence ; have neither
towns nor villages ; divided into so many different hordes or
tribes, that they have scarcely any knowledge of one another.
No estimate of their numbers can well be made. - They ne-
ver remain in the same place more than a few days, but fol-
low the buffaloe, the flesh of which is their principal food.
Some of them occasionally purchase of the Panis, corn, beans,
and pumpkins ; but they are so numerous, any quantity of
these articles the Panis are able to supply them with, must
make but a small proportion of their food. They have tents
made of neatly dressed skins, fashioned in form of a cone,
sufficiently roomy for a family of ten or twelve persons ; those
of the chiefs will contain occasionally 50 or 6O persons:
When they stop, their tents are pitched in very exact order,
so as to form regular streets and squares, which in a few mi-
nutes has the appearance of a town, raised, as it were, by en-
chantment ; and they are equally dexterous in striking their
tents and preparing for a march when the signal is given; to
every tent two horses or mulesare allotted, one to carry the
tent, and another the poles: or sticks, which are neatly made
of red cedar; thev all travel on horsshack.  Their horses
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hey never Uil Ioose to graze, but letv?ys keep them tiec?
with a long cabras or halter ; and every two or three dayss
they are obliged to move on account of all the grass neay
them belng eaten up, they have such numbers of Ilor:ses. They
are good horsemen and hav? good horscs, most of which are
bred by themselves, and being accustomaed h‘o.m whcu very
young to be handled, thcy' are rcmm-kal:)ly docile and gentlc.
They sometimes cz}tch wild horses, w’n}ch are every where
amongst them in immense droves. ‘1 hey 'hun't down the
buffaloe on horseback, and kill them either with toe bow or @
sharp stick like a spear, wh.m"h they carry in 1:11011' hands..
They are generally at war with th.e szmm.rds, oltgr‘l commit~
ting depredations upon the mlmbxt{n_ltfs of St. a l'c and St.
Antoine ; but have always been friendly and civil to any
French or Americans who have been amongst them. They
are strong and ath]etip, and the ?1(161“1}' men as fat as though
they had lived upon English beet and porter.
1t is said the man who kills a huflaloe, catches the blooct
and drinks it while warm; they likewise eat the liver raw,
before it is cold, and use the gaul by way of sauce. They are,,
for savages, uncommonly cleanly i their persons : the dress
of the women is a Jong loose robe, that reaches from their
chin to the ground, tied round with a fancy sash, or sirdle,
all made of neatly dressed leather, on which they paint figures
of different colours and significations: the dress of the men
is, close leather pantaloons, and a hunting shivt, or frock of
the same.  They never remain long enough in the same
place to plant any thing: the smuall Cayenne pepper growss
spontaneously in the country, with which, and some wild
herbs and fruits, particularly a bean that grows in great plen~
ty on a small tree resembling a willow, called masketo, the
women cook their buffaloe beef in a manner that would be:
grateful to an English squive. They alternately occupy the
immense space of country from the Frinity and Braces, cros-
sing the Red river, to the heads of Arkunsa and Missouri, to
river Grand, and beyond it, about St. a F¢, and over the di~
viding ridge on the waters of the Western ocean, where thay
say they have seen largt peroques, with masts to them; in de-
scribing which, they make a dr: wing of a ship, withall its
sails and rigging ; and they describe o place where they have
seen vessels ascending a river, over which was o draw bridge:
that opened to give them a passage.  Their mative Janguage
of sounds differs from the kanguage of any other nation, ancl
none can either speak or understand it; but they have a lan-
guage by signs that all Indians understand, and by whichthey
converse much amoag themselves, They haye a number oF
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Spanish men and women among them, who are slaves, and
who they made prisoners when young.

An elderly gentleman now living at Natchitoches, who,
some years ago, carried on a trade with the Hietans, a few
days ago related to me the following story:

About 20 years ago a party of these Indians passed over
the river Grand to Chewawa, the residence of the governor.
general of what is called the five internal provinces; fay in
ambush for an opportunity, and made prisoner the governot’s
daughter, a young lady, going in her coach to mass, and
brought her off.  The governor sent a message to him (my
informant) with a thousand dollars, for the purpose of recover-
ing his daughter: he immeédiately. dispatched a confidential
trader, then in his employ, with the amount of the 1000 dol.
lars in merchandize, who repaired to the nation, found her,
and purchased her ransom; but, to his great surprise, she re-
fused to return with him to her father, and sent by him the
following message : that the Indians had disfigured her face
by tattooing it according to their fancy- and ideas of beauty,
and a young man of them had taken her for his wife, by whom -
she believed herself pregnant; that she had become reconcil
ed to their mode of life, and was well treated by herhusband ;
znd that she should be more unhappy by returning to her fa-
ther, under these circumstances, than by remaining where she
was. Which message was conveyed to ber father, who re.
warded the trader by a present of 300 dollars more for his
trouble and fidelity ; and his daughter is now living with her
Indian hisband in the nation, by whom she has three chils
dren. , ‘

NATCHITOCHES, formerly lived where the town of
Natchitoches is now situated, which took its name from them.
An elderly French gentleman, lately informed me, he re-
membered when they were 600 men strong. I believe it is
now 98 years since the French first established themsclves at
Natchitoch ; ever since, these Indians have been their steady
and faithful friends.  After the massacre of the French inha-
bitants of Natches, by the Natches Indians, in 1728, those In=
dians fled from the French, after being reinforced, and came
up Red river, and camped about 6 miles below the town of
Natchitoches, near the river, by the side of a small lake of
clear water, and erccted a2 mound of considerable size, where
it now remains. Monsieur St. Dennie, a French Canadian,
was then commandant at Natchitoches ; the Indians called
him the Big Foot, were fond of him, for he was a brave man.
St. Dennie, with a few French seldiers, and what militia he
could muster, joined by‘the Natchitoches Indians, attacked
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the Natches in their camp, early in the morning; they de-
fended themselves desperately for 6 hours, but were at length
totally defeated by St. Dénnte, and what of them that were
not killed in battle, were drove into the lake, where the last of
them perished, and the Natches, as a nation, became extinet,
The lake is now called by no other name than the Natches
lake. There are now remaining of the Natchitoches, byt 13
men and 19 women, who live in a village about 25 miles by
land above the town which bears their rarae, near a lake, cal.
led by the French Lac de Muire. "Their original language s
the same as the Vattassee, but speak Caddo, and most of thep
French, -

The French inhabitants have great respect for this nation,
and a number of very decent families have a mixture of their
blood in them.  They claim but a small tract of land, on
which they live, and 1 am informed, have the sam’e‘rights ‘o
it from government, that other inhabitants in their neighbour-
hood have. They are gradually wasting away; the small
pox has been their great destroyer. They still preserve their
Indian dress and habits ; raise corn and those vegétables com-
mon in their neighbourhood.

BOLUXAS, are emigrants from near Pensacola. They
came to Red river about 42 years ago, with some French fa.
milies, who left that country about the time Pensacola was ta-
ken possession of by the English.” They were then a consi-
derable numerous tribe, and have generally embraced the
Roman catholic religion, and were ever highly esieemed by
the French. They settled first at Avoyall, then moved high-
er up to Rapide Bayau, and from thence to the mouth of Ei-
gula de Bondieu, a division of Red river, about 40 miles be-
low Natchitoch, where they now live, and are reduced to
about 30 in number. Their native language is peculiar to
themselves, but speak Mobilian, which is spoken by all the In-
dians from the east side of Missisippt. They are honest,
harmless, and friendly people.

APPALACHES, are likewise emigrants from West Flori-

da, from off the river whosc name they bear ; came over to Red
river about the same time the Boluxas did, and have, ever
since, lived on the river, above Rayau Rapide. No nation
~have been more highly estcemed by the French inhabitants;
no complaints against them are ever heard ; there are only 14
men remaining ; have their own language, but speak French
and Mobilian.

ALLIBAMIS, are likewise from West Florida, off the
Allibami river, and came to Red river about the same {ime of-
the Boluxas and Anmalachae  Powt alithows haye lived on Red
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river, about 16 miles atiove the Bayau Rapide, till last year,
when most of this party, of about 30 men, went up Red river,
and have settled themselves near the Caddoques, where, I am,
informed, they last year made a good crop of corn. The
Caddos are friendly to them, and have no objection to their
settling there. They speak the Creek and Chactaw languages,
and Mobilian; most of them French, and some of them En-
glish.

There is another party of them, whose village is on a small
creek, in Appelousa district, about 30 miles north-west from,
the church of Appelousa. They consist of about 40 men.
They have lived at the same place ever since they came from
Florida; are sald to be increasing a little in numbers, for a
few yearspast. They raise corn, have horses, hogs, and cattle,
and are harmless, quiet people. '

CONCHATTAS, are almost the same people as the Ali-
bamis, but came over only ten years ago; first ived on Bayau
Chico, o Appelousa district, but, four years ago, moved to
the tiver Sabine, scttled themselves on the east bank, where:
they now live, innearly a south direction from Natchitoch, and
distant about 80 miles. They call their number of men 160,
but say, if they were all together they would amount to 200.
Several families of them live in detached settlements. They
are good hunters, and game is plenty about where they are.
A few days ago, a small party of them were here, consisting
of 15 persons, men, women and children, who were on their
return from a bear hunt up Sabine. They told me they had
killed 118; but this year an uncommon nunber of bears have
come down:. One man alone, on Sabine, during the summer
and fall, hunting; killed 400 deer, sold his skins at 40 dollars 2
hundred. Thebears this year are not'so fat as common ; they
usually yield from eight to twelve gallons of oil, each of which
never sells for less than a dollar a gallon, and the skin a dollar
more; no great quantity of the meat is saved ; what the hun-
ters. don’t use when out, they generally give to their dogs.
The Conchattas are friendly with all other Indians, and speak
well of their neighbours the Carankous, who, they say, live
about 80 miles south of them, on the bay, which, I believe, is
the nearest point to the sea from Natchitoches. A few fami-
lies of Chactaws have lately settled near them from Bayau
Beauf. The Conchattas speak Creek, which is their native
language, and Chactaw, and several of them English, and one
or two of them can read it a little.

PACANAS, are a small tribe of about 30 men, who live
on'the Quelqueshoe river, which falls into the bay between At-
takapa and Sabine, which heads in a prairie called Cooko prai-
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tie, about 40 miles south-west of Natchitoches. These peo-
ple are likewise emigrants from West Florida, abou} 40 years
ago. Their village is about 50 miles south-cast of the Con-
chattas ; are said to be increasing a littde in number; quiet,
peaceable, and friendly people. Their own language differs
from any cther, but speak Mohilian.

ATTAKAPAS. Thisword,I am informed, when translat-
ed into English, means man-cater, but is no more applicable
to them than any other Indians. The district they live in is
called after them, Their village is about 20 miles to the
westward of the Attakapa church, towards Quelqueshoe.
Their number of men is about 50, but some Tunicas und
Humas, who have married in their nation and live with them,
makes them altogether about 80. 'They are peaceable and
friendly to every body ; labour, occasionally, for the white in-
habitants ; raise their own corn; have cattle and hogs. Their
language and the Carankouas is the same.” They were, or
near, where they now live, when that part of the country was
first discovered by the French.

APPALOUSAS. It is said the word Appalousa, in the
Indian language, means black head, or black skull.  They are
aborigines of the district called by their name. Their village
is about 15 miles west from the Appelousa church; have
about 40 men:  Their native language differs from ali other ;
understand Attakepa and speak French; plant corn; have
cattle and hogs. :

TUNICAS. These people lived formerly on the Bavau
Tunica, above Point Coupee, on the Missizippi, east sidte ;
live now at Avoyall; do notat present exceed 25 men. Their
native language is peculiar to themsclves, butspeak Moliiliun ;
are employed, occasionally, by the inhabitants as boatmen, &c.
i amity with all other people, and gradually dimioishing in
numbers;

PASCAGOLAS, live fn a small village on Red river,
about 60 miles below Natchitoches; are emigrants from Pas-
_cago!a river, in West Florida; 25 men only of them remaiti-
ing; speak Mobilian, but have a language peculiar to them-
se}ves; most of them sperk and understand French.  They
raise good crops of corn, and garden vegetables ; have cattle,
horses, and poultry plenty.  Their horses are much Fke the
poorer kind of French inhabitants on the river, and appear to
live about as well.

. TENISAWS, are likewise emigrants from the Tenesan
rver, that falls into the bay of Mobile ; have been on Red
1-1_ver.,:1b.0ut 40 years; are reduced to about 25 men.  Their
villege is within one mile of the Puscagolas, on the opposite
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“s’ide, ut ‘1c.ve lately sold their land; and have, or are about
moving, to Bayau Beauf, about 25 miles south from where
they lately lived: all speak French and Mobilian, and live
much like their neighbours the Pascagolas.

C’IACTOOS live on Bayau Be'wr, about 10 miles to the
southward of Bavau Rapzch., on Red river, towards Appalous
sa: a small, honest people ; are abor'gmn of the country
where they lwe; of men about 30; diminishing: have their
own peculiar tongue ; speak Riobilian. The lands tne} claimy
on Bayau Beauf are inferior to no part of Louisiana in depth
and richness of soil, grow vthof timber, pleasantness of surface,
and goodness of water. . The Bayau Beauf falls into the Chaf-
feli, and discharges, through Appelousa and Attakapa, into
Vermilion Bay:

WASHA “. When the French first came into the Mis.
sisippi, this nation lived on anisland to the south-west of Neuw
Orleaus, called Barritaria, and were the first tribe of Indians
they became acquainted with, and were always friends. They
afterwards lived on Bayau La Fosh; and, from being a con-
siderable nation, are now reduced to five persons only, two
men and three women, who are scattered in French familics;
have been many years extinct, as a nation, and their native
language is lost.

CHACTAWS. There are a considerable number of this
nation on the west side of the Wms'slppx, who have not hee
home for several years. About 12 mifes above the post en
QOacheta, on that river, there is a smali village of them of about
30 men, who have lived there for several years, and made
corn; and likewise on Bayau Chico, in the northern part of
the district of Appalousa, there is another village of them of
about 50 men, who have been there for about 9 years, and say
they have the governor of Louisiana’s permission to settle
there. Besides these, there are r:n‘.'..a:mg Santing parties of
them to be met with 2il over Lower Louisiana.  They are at
war with the Caddoques, and liked by npeither red nor white

cople.

AI;IxLN AS, live on the Arkensa river, south side, In
three villages, about 12 miles above the post, or station.  The
name of the first vﬂ.hgu is Tawaninu, second Oufotu, and the
third Oca/)a, in all, it is believed, they do not at present ox-
ceed 100 men, and diminishing. They are ot war with the
Osages, but friendly with all other people, white and red; are
the original proprietors of the country on the river, to ail which
they cl'um, for about 300 miles above them, to the junction
of the river Cadwa with Arkensa; above this lork the { L:wc
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claim. Their language is Osage. They generally raise corm
to sell; are called honest and friendly people.

The forementioned are all the Indian tribes that L have anv
knowledge of, or can obtain an account of, in Louisiana,
south of the river Arkansa, between the Missisippi and river
Grand. At Avoyall there did live a considerable tribe of
that name, but, as far as I can learn, have been extinct for
many years, two or three women excepted, who did lately
live among the French inhabitants on Washita.

There are few of the Humas still living on the east side of
the Missisippi, in Ixsusees parish, below Manchack, but scarce-
Iy exist as a nation. )

That there are errors in these sketches is not to be doubted 3
but in all cases out of my own personal knowledge I have en-
deavoured to procure the best information, which I have faith-
fully related ; and I am confident any errors that do exist are
too unimportant to affect the object for which they are intend -
ed.

I am, sir, &ec.
(Signed) JOHN SIBLEY.
GENERAL H. DEARBORN.
- Natchitoches, April 5, 1805
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TO

GENERAL HENRY DEARBORN,
SECRETARY OF WAR.

SIR,

YOU request me to give you some account of Red ri-
ver, and the country adjacent: I will endeavour to comply
with your request, to the best of my knowledge and capacity.
My personal knowledge of itis only from its mouth to about
70 or 80: miles above Natchitoches, being, by the course of
the river, near 400 miles. - After that, what I can say of it is
derived from information from others, on whose veracity I
bave great reliance ; principally from Mr. Francis Grappe,
who is my assistant and interpreter of Indian languages ;
whose father was a French officer, and superintendent of In.
dian affairs, at a post, or station, occupied by ‘France, where
they kept some soldiers, and had a" factory, previous to" the
cession of Louisiana to Spain, situate nearly 500 miles, by
the course of the river, above Natchitoches, where he, my in~ -
formant, was born, and lived upwards of 30 years ; his time,
during which, being accupied alternately as an assistant to his
father, an Indian trader and hunter, with the advantage of
some learning, and a very retentive memory, acquired an ac.
curate knowledge of the river, as well as the languages of all the
different Indiantribes in Louisiana, which, with his having been
Indian interpreter for the Spanish government for many years
past, and (I believe) deservedly esteemed by the Indians, and
all others, a man of strict integrity, has, for many years, and
does now, possess their entire confidence, and a very exten-
sive influence over thém; and I have invariably found, that
whatever information I have received from him, has been
confirmed by every other intelligent person, having a know-
ledge of the same, with whom I have conversed. ‘

NOTE. Contrary to geographical rules, as I ascended
the river, I called the right bank the northern one, and the
left the southern.

THE confluence of Red river with the Missisippi is, by
the course of the latter, estimated about 220 miles from New
Orleans. - Descending the Missisippl, after passing the Spa-
nish line at the 31st degree of north latitude, it makes a ve-
markable turn to the westward, or nearly north-west, for some
distance before you arrive at the mouth of Red river, as
though, notwithstanding the immense quantity of its waters



already, from its almost numberless tributary streams, it was
still desirous of a farther augmentation, by hastening its union
with Red river, (which, perhaps, 19 second only in dignity to
it) that they might from thence ﬂo*w: on and joiu the ocean
together, which, for many leagues, Is forced to give place
to-its mighty current. But there are reasons for believing
the Red river did not always unite with the Missisippi, as it
does at present ; and that no very great length of time has
elapsed since the Missisippt ieft its ancient bed, some miles to
the castward, and took its course westwardly for the purpose
of intermarsyving with Red rivers The mouth of the Chaffe-
i, which 1s now, Iy speaking, one of the outets of the

it the ocean, is just below, in sight of the
4 river with the Rissisippi ; and from its re-
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river Hissl
Junction of
sembiunce to Red wiver in size, growth on its banks, appear-
ance and texture of soil, and differing from that of the Missis
sippi, induces strongly the belief that the Chaffeli was once
but the continuation of Hed river to the ocean, and that it
had, i its bed, no conuexion with the Missisippl.  There is
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no doubt but the RMissisippi has alternately occupied different
places in the low grounds through which it meanders, almaost
{rora the high lands of one side to those of the othier, for the
average space of near 30 miles. These two great rivers hap-
pening to flow, for a distance, through the same mass of
swamp, that anpually Is almost all inundated, it is not extra-
ordinary that their channels should find their way together ;
the remarkuile bend of the Missisippi, at this place, to the
westward, scems to have been for the cxpress purpose of
forming this unlon ; after which it returns to its former
course. ‘

in the month of March, 1803, I ascended Rediver, from
its moutl to Watchitoches, in an open'boat, unless when I chose
to land and welk across a point, or by the besuty of” the river
bank, ihe pleasantness of is groves, or the varlety of ils
shrubs and flowers, I was invited ashore to gratify or please
my curiosity.  On entering the mouth of the river, I {ound
its waters turgid, of a red colour, and of a brackish taste;
and as the Missisippi was then falling, and Red river rising,
found a current, from its mouth upwards, varying consiclera-
bly in places, but averaging about two miles an hour, for the
first hondred miles, which, at that time, I found to ke about
the same in the Missisippi ; bus, when that riveris high, and
Red river low, there is very lile curvent in the latter; for
sisty or seventy miles: the river, for that distance, is wvery
crooked, increasing the distunce, by it, from a straight line,
more than two-thirds ; the general course of it neurly west:
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that I was able to ascertain, from hearing the morning gun at
Fort Adams, for three or four mornings after entering the ri-
ver, which was not at the greatest height by about fourteen
feet ; and all the low grounds, for near seventy miles, entire-
ly overflowed like those of the Missisippi, which, in fact, is
but a continuation of the same. Some places appeared, by
the high water mark on the trees, to overflow not more than
two or three feet, particularly the right bank, below the mouth
of Black river, and the left bank above it ; the growth,on the
lowest places, willow and cotton wood, but on the highest,
handsome oaks, swamp hickery, ash; grape vines, &c.

I made my calculation of our-rate of ascent and distances
up the river, by my watch, noting carefully with my pencil
the minute of our stops and settings off; the inlets and out~
lets, remarkable bends in the river, and whatever I observed -
any way remarkable. . About six miles from the mouth of
the river, left side, there isa bayau, as it is called, comes in,
that communicates with- a lake ‘called lake Long, which, by
another bayau, communicates again with the river; through
which, when there is'a swell in the river, boats can pass, and
cut off about 30 miles, being only 14 or 15 through it, and
about 45 by the course of the river ; and through the lake
there is very little or no current ; but the passage is intricate
and difficult to find ; a stranger should not attempt it without
a pilot; people have been lost in it for several days; but not
difficult for one acquainted ; we, having no pilot on board to
be depended on, kept the river. :

~ From the mouth of Red river to the mouth of Black ri-
ver, I made it'31 miles: the water of Black river is clear;,
and when contrasted with the water of Red river, has a black-
appearance. From the mouth of Black river, Red river
makes a regular twining to the left, for about 18 miles, called
the Grand Bend, forming a segment of nearly three-fourths
of a circle ; when you arrive at the bayau that leads into
lake Long, which, perhaps, is in a right line, not exceeding
15 miles from the mouth of the river. From Bayau Lake
Long, to Avoyall landing, called Baker’s landing, I made 33
miles, and the ‘river is remarkably crooked. At this place
the guns at Fort Adams are distivetly heard, and the sound
appears to be but little south of east. We came through a
bayau called Silver Bayau, that cut off, we understand, six
miles ; it was through the bayau 4bout 4 miles. Until we
arrived at Baker’s landing, saw no spot of ground that did
not overflow ; the high water mark generally from 3 to 15
feet above its banks. After passing Black 1iver, the edge of
the banks near the river are highest ; the land falls, from the
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river back. At Baker's landing I went ashore ; I unders
stood, from Baker’s landing, cross the point to le Glass® lands
ing; was only 3.or 4 miles, and by water 15 ; but I found it
6 at least, and met with some difhculty in getting from where
I landed to the high land at Baker’s house, for water, though -
at low water it is a diy cart road, and less than a mile. X
found Baker and his family very hospitable and kind ; Mr.
Baker teld me he was a native of Virginia, and had lived
there upwards of 30 years. He was living on a tolerable
good high piece of land; not prairie, but joming it.  After
leaving Baker’s house, was soon in sight of the prairie,
which, I understand, isabout 40 miles in circumference, long-
er than it is wide, very level, only a few clumps of trees to
be seen, all covered with good grass.  The inhabitants are
settled all around the out edge of it, by the woods, their
houses facing inwards, and cultivate the prairie land. Though
the soil, when turned up by a plow, has a good-appearance,
what I could discover by the old corn and cotton stalks, they
made but indifferent crops ; the timber land that I saw clear-
ed and planted, produced the best; the prairie is better for
grass than for planting. ‘The inhabitants have considerable
stocks of cattle, which appears to be their principal depen-
dance, and I was informed their beef is of a superior quali-
ty : they have likewise good pork ; hogs live very well; the
timbered country all round the priirie is princi pally oak, that
produces good mast for hogs. Cornis generally scarce ; they
raise no wheat, for they have no mills.. I was informed thac
the lower end of the prairie that I did not see, was much the
richest land, and the inhabitants lived better, and were more
wealthy ; they are a mixture of French, Irish, and Ameri~
cans, generally peor and ignorvant.  Avoyall, at high water,
is an island, elevated 30 or 40 fect above high water mark ;.
the quantity of timbered land exceeds that of the prairie, which
is likewise pretty lavel, but searcely a second quality of soil.
Le Glass’ landing, as it js called, I found about 2 mile and a
half from the upper end of the prairie; the high lands bluff
to the river.  After leaving this place, found the banks rise
higher and higher on each side, and fit {or settlements ; on
the right side pine woods sowmctimes in sight. [ left the boat
again about eight miles from Le Glass’ landing, right side ;
walked about two and a half miles cross a point, to a Mr.
Hoomes’ ; round the peintis called 16 miles. I found the
lans through which I passed high, moderately hilly; the
soil a good sccond quality, clay ; timber, large oak, hicko-
ry, some short leaved pine; and several small streams of
clear running water. This description of lands extended
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back 5 or 6 miles; and bounded by open pine woods, which
continue, for 30 miles; to Ocatahola. - I fourd Mi. Hoomes®
house on high biuff very neat the river ; his plantdation thé
same description of land through which I had passed, pro-
duung good corn, cotton, and tobacco, and he told me he had
tried 1t in wheat, which sicceeded well, but hdvmw no mills
to  manufacture it; had only made the ﬂxpemment. DML
Hoomes told me all the lands round his, for many mxles,
were vacant.  On the south side there is a large hody of rih,
low grounds, extending to the borders of Appalousa, watered
and drained by Bayau Robert and Bayaw Beauf, tivo hand-
some streams.of -clear water that rise in the highlands be-
wween Red river and Sabine, and afier meandering through -
this immense mass of low grounds of 30 or 40 miles square,
fall into the Chaffeli, to the southward of Avoyall. I be-
lieve, in-point of soil, growth of tlmber, goodness of water,
and conveniency to navigation, there is pota more valuable
body of land inthis part of Louisigna. -From Mr. Hoomes’
to the mouth of Rapide Bayau, is, by the river, 35 miles. A
few scattering settlements on the right side, but none on the
feft ; the right is preferred to setile on, on account of their
stocks being convenient to the high lands ; but the settlers on
the right side own the lands on the left side too ; the lands
on'the Bayau Rapide are the same quality as those on Bayaus
Robert and Beauf, and, in fact, are a continuation of the same
body of lands. Bayau Rapide is somewhat in the form of =
half moon; the two points, or horns, meeting the river about
20 miles from each other: the length of the bayau is about
30'miles; of the back of it there is a large bayau falls 1 in, on
which' there 1s a saw mill, very qdvantageouslv situated, in
v*spek.t to a never fuiling suppl*y of water ; plénty of timber;
and the plank can be taken from the mill tail by water. T hic
bayau is excellent water ; vises in the pine woods, and dis-
chargea itself each way into the river, bv both ends of Bayau
Rapide. ~Boats cannot pass through the bayau, from the ri-
ver to the river again, on account of rafts of timber choking
the uppeér end of it, but can enter the lower end’ and ascend
it more than half th"ough it

On.the lower end of the bayau, on each side, is the prin-
cipat Rapide settlement, as itis called; no counmry vf hatever
¢an exhxblt handsomer plantations, or better lands,  The Ra-
pide is a fall, or shoal, occasioned by a soft rock in the bed
of the 1iver, tha& e\:tendﬂ from side to side, over which, for
about five months’ in the year (viz.) from July to Dec ember
thern is not sufficient water for boats to pass without lighten-

,- bt at all other seasons it is the same as any other 1*"1t of
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the river. This rock, or clay, for it resembles the latter al.
most as much as the former, is so soft it may be cut away
with a pen-knife, or any sharp instrument, and scafycely turn
the edge, and extends upand dgwn the river bt}c afew yards';
and I have heard several intelligent persons give it as their
opinion, that the extraordinary expense and trouble the mh:fx-
bitants were at, in one year, in getting loaded boats over this
shoal, would be more than sufficient to cut a passage through it;
but it happens at a season of the year 1when the able planters
are occupied at home, and would maike no use of the river
were there no obstructions in it ; but at any rate, the naviga-
tion of the river is clear 2 longer proportion of the year than
the rivers in the northern countries are clear of ice.  But this
obstruction Is certainly removeable, at a very trifling expense,
in comparison to the. importance of having it done ; and no-
thing but the nature of the government we have lately emerg-
ed from, can be assigned as a reason for its not having been
effected long ago.
After passing the Rapides there are very few settlements to
be seen, on the main river, for about 20 miles, though both
sides appeared to me to be capable of making as valuable set-
tlements as any on the river; we arrive then at the Indian vil-
lages, on both sides, situated exceedingly pleasant, and on the
best lands ; after. passing which, you arrive at a large, beauti-
ful plantation of Mr.. Gillard; the house is on a point of a
high pine woods bluff, close to the river, 60 ar 70 feet above
the common surface of the country, overlooking, on the east,
or opposite side, very extensive fields of low grounds, in high
cultivation, and a long reach of the river, up and down; and
there is an excellent spring of water issucs from the bluff, on
which the house is situated, from an aperture in the rock
that seems to have been cloven on purpose for it to flow, and
a small distance back of the house, there is a lake of clear
water, abounding with fish in summer, and fowl in winter. I
have seen in ail my life, very few more beautiful or advanta.
- geously situated places, - :

_ Six miles above Gillard’s, you arrive at the small village of
?olu;;a India.ns, where the river is divided into two channels,
forming an island  of about fifty miles in length, and three or
four in brea;ith. The right hand division is called the Rigu-
Ia de Ban{lxeu, on which are no settlements ; but, I am in-
f9rm{:d, ’wzll admit of being well settled ; the left hand divi
sion 1s the boat-channel, at present, to Natchitoches: the
other is likewise boatable. Ascending the left hand branch

for about 24 miles, we pass a thick settlement, and a number

- of wealthy inhabitante, This is called the Piyer Cune sottle-
. Urnevs.ory
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ment; called so, I believe, from the banks some years ago,
being a remarkable thick cane-brake.

After passing this settlement of about forty families, the ri-
ver divides again, forming another island of about thirty miles
in length, and from. two to four in breadth, called the Jlk
Brevel, after-a reputable old man now living in it, who first
settled it. This island is- sub-divided by a bayau that com-
municates from one river to the other, called also Bayau Bre-
vel. The middle division of the river, is called Little river,
and is thickly settled, and is the boat-channel : the westward
division of the riveris called False river, is navigable, but not
settled ; the banks are-too low; it passes.through a lake called
Lac Occassa. - When you atrive at Natchitoches, you find ita
small, irregular, and meanly built village, half a dozen houses
excepted, on the west side of that division of the river it is
on; the high pine and oak woods approach within two or
three hundred yards of the river. . In the village are about
forty. families, twelve or fifteen are merchants or traders,
nearly all French. - The fort built by our troeps sice their
arrival, called fort Claiborne, is situated on a small hill, one
street from the river, and about thirty feet higher than the ri-
ver banks. All the hill is occupied by the fort and barracks,
and does not exceed two acres of ground.  The southern and
eastern prospects from it are very beautiful. One has an ex-~
tensive view of the fields and habitations down the river, and
the other a similar view over the river, and of the whole vil-
lage. . This town thirty or forty years ago, was much larger
than at present, and situated on 2 hill about half a mile from
its present scite.. Then ost of the families of the district liv-
ed in the town, but finding it inconvenient on account of the

_stocks and farms, they filed off, one after another, and settled
~up and down the river. The merchanis and trading people
found being on the bank of the river more convenient for
loading and unloading their boats, left the hill on that account ;
and others, finding the river ground much superior for gar-
dens, to which they are in the habit of paying great aitention;
foliowed the merchants; after them the priests and com-
mandant ; then the church and jail (or calleboose), and now
nothing of the old town is left, but the form of their gardens
and some ornamental trees. - It is now a very extensive com-
mon of several hundred acres, entirely tufted with clover and
covered with sheep and cattle. The hill is a siff clay, and
used to make miry streets ; the river soil, though much rich-
er, is of a loose, sandy, texture ; the streets are neither miry
nor very dusty.” ‘Ouf wells do not afford us good water, and
the river water, in summer, is too brackish to drink, and ne-
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ver clear, Qur springs are about_ half a mile back from the
river, but the inhabitants, many of them, have large cisterng,
and use principally rain water, which is preferred to the springy
water. The planters along on the river generally use rain
water ; though when the river is high, and the water taken up
and settled in large earthen jars, (which the Indian women
make of good gquality and at a moderate price), it can be
drank tolerably well, but it makes bad ten.

Near Natchitoches there are two large lakes, one within o
mile, the other six miles to the nearest parts. — One of them
is fifty or sixty miles in circumterence, the other upwards of
thirty : these lakes rise and fall with thc.rwcr. When the ri-
ver is rising, the bayaus that connect with the lakes run into
the lakes like a milltail, till the lakes are filled; and when the
river is falling, it is the same the contrary way, just like the
tide, but only annual. On these creeks good mills might be
erected, but the present inhabitnn.ts know nothing of mills by
water, yet have excellent cotton gxrls'xvctl‘kccl by horses. Ido
not know a single mechanic in the district, who is a native of
it, one tailor excepted. Every thing of the kind is done by
strangers, and mostly Americans.  Though Natchitocheshas
been settled almost one hundred years, 1t is not more than
twelve or fifteen years since they cver had a plow, or a flat to
cross the river with; both which were itroduced by an Irish
Penasylvanian, under a similar opposition to the copernican
system. 'Tis almost incredible the quantity of fish and fowl
these lakes supply. It is nnt uncommon in winter for a sia
gle man to kill from two to four hundred fowl in one evening ;
they fly between sundown and dark; the air is filled with
them ; they load and fire as fast as they ean, without taking
any particular aim, continning at the same stand il they think
they have killed enough, and then pick up what they havekil-
led ; they consist of several duck, geese, bramt, and swan In
summer the quantities of fish are newrly in propordon.  One
Indian will, with 2 bow and arrow, sometimes kil thew faster
than another, with two harses, can bring shem in; they weigh,
some of them, thirty or forty pornds,  The lakes likewiseafs
ford plenty of shells for ime; and at low water, the grestes
of themis o most fvuriant meadow, where the inhabitngs foz.

ten their horses,  All round these lokes above high waer
mark, there Is a border of rich hnd, generally wide cnougls

for a ficld.  On the bank of one of them, there is plenty of
stone conl, and several quarrivs of tolerable good bailding
stone; at high water boats can go ont of the viver into theus.
Similar lakes are foand all along Red river, for five orsix
hundved miles, which, heshles the uses alveady mentionedd,
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nature seems to have provided as reservoirs for the immense
quantity of water beyond what the banks of the river will cons
tain ; otherwise no part of them could be inhabited: the low:
grounds, from hill to hill, would be inundated. ~ About twvelve
miles north. of Natchltochm, on the north-east side of the ri-
ver, there is a large lake called Zac Noiz; the bayau of it
communicates to the Rigula de Bondieu, opposite Natchitoch,
which is boatable the greater part of the year. Near this
lake are the salt wmks, from which all the salt that is used in
the district, is made ; and which is made with so much. -ease,
that two old men, both of them cripples, with ten or twelve old
pots and kettles, have, for several years past, made an abun-
dant supply of salt for the whole district: they inform. me
they make six bushels per day. I have not been at the place,
but have a bottle of the water brought to me, which I found
nearly saturated. The salt is good. I never had better ba-
con than I make with it. I am informed, there are twelve sa-
line springs now open ; and by digging for them,. for. onght
any one knows, twelve hundred might be openéd: A few
months ago, captain Burnet, of the Missisippi territory, com-
ing to this place by 'W. ashlta, came by the salt works, and pur-
chased the rxght of one of the old men he found there, and
has lately sentup a boat, with some large kettles and some ne-
groes, under the directionof his son; and expects, when they get
all in order, to be able to make thirty -or forty bushels a day,
Captain Burnet is of opinion, that he shall be able to supply
the Missisippi territory, and the settlements on Missisippi,
from Point Coupee, upwards, lower than they can get it ia
New-Orleans and bring it up. - Cathartic salts, and magnesia,
might likewise be made -in large -quantities, Af -they undext”
stood it. The country ail round the Sabine and Black lake
is vacant, and from thence to Washita, a distance of about one
hundred and twenty miles, which I am informed affords con-
siderable quantities of well timbered good uplands, and well
watered. There is a small stream we cross on the Washita
road, the' ngth call it Listle river, the French Dogdimona,
aﬂ”ordmg a wide rich bottom : this sneam falls into the Aca-
tahola lake ; from thence to Washita it is called Acatahola ri-
ver; its course is eastwardly, and falls into ‘Washita, near the .
mouth of Tensaw, where the road from Matchitoches to
Natches, crosses it: from the conflience of these three rzvers,
downwards, itis called Black river, which falls. into Red river,
sixty miles below. There is a. good .salt spring near the Acas
tahola Iake.

"Ascending Red river, above Natchitoches, in, qbout three
miles arrive “at the upper mouth of the Rigula de Bondieu:
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there are settlements all along ; plantatic_ms adjdirzing.‘ .mei
the upper mouth of the Rigula de Bondieu, the river 1s in one
channel through the settlement called Grand Ecgre, of about
six miles; it'is called Grand Ecore, (or in English the Great:
Bluff) being such a one on the leift h:'md side, near one hun-
dred feet high. The face next the river, almost perpendicu~
lar, of asoft, white rock ; the top, a gravel loam, of considera-
ble extent, on which grow large oaks, hickory, black chcrrY,"
and grape vines: At the bottom of one of these bluffs, for
there are two near each other, is a large quantity of stone-coal,
and near them several springs of the best water in this part
of the country ; and a lake of clear water within two hundred
yards, bounded by a gravelly margin. I pretend to have no
knowledge of military tactics, but think, from the river in this
place being -all in one channcl,.the goodness of the water,
high, healthy country, and well timbered all round it, no height
near it so high, its commanding the river, and a very public
ferry just under it, and at a small expense, would be capable
of great defence with a small force. The road from it to
the westward, better than from Natchitoch, and by land only
about five miles above it, and near it plenty of good building:
stone. These advantages it possesses beyond any other place
within my knowledge on the river, for a strong fort, and safe
place of déposit. Just about this bluff, the river makes a
large bend to the right, and a long reach nearly due cast andt
west by it: the bluff overlooks, on the opposite side, several
handsome plantations. I have been induced, from the ad-
vantages this place appeared to me to possess, to purchase it,
with four or five small settlements adjoining, including both
bluffs, the ferry, springs and lake, the stone quarries, and
coal; and a field of about five hundred acres of the best low
grounds, on the opposite side.  After leaving Grand Ecore,
about a mile, on the left side comes in a large bayau, from the.
Spanish lake, as it s called, boatable the greater part of the
year.  This lake is said to be about fifty miles in circumfer-
ence, and rises and falls with the river, into which, from the
river, the largest boats may ascend, and from it, up the mouths
of several large bayaus that fall iate it, for some distance,
one in particular called bayan Dupong, up which boats may
ascend within one and a half mile of old fort Adaize. Leave
ing this bayau about two miles, arvive at a fork or division of
the river ; the left hand branch hears westwardly for sixty or
eighty miles; then castwardly, mecting the branch it left, after
forming an island of about cne hundred miles long, and, in
some places, nearly thirty miles wide. Six or seven years
ago, boats used to puss this way imo the main river again 3
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its communication with which being above the great raft or
obstruction ; but it is now choaked, and requires a portage of
three miles ; but at any season, boats can go from Natchito-
ches, about eighty miles, to the place called the point, where
the French had a factery, and a small station of soldiers to
guard the Indian trade, and is now undoubtedly a very eligi-
ble situation for asimilar establishment.  The country bound-
ed to the east and north, by this branch or division of the
river, is called the Bayau Pierre settlement, which was begun,
and some of the lands granted before Louisiana was ceded to
Spain by France, and continued under the jurisdiction of ‘the
commandant of Natchitoches until about twenty years ago,
when,byanagreementbetweena Mr.Vogone, thencommandant
of -this place, and a Mr., Elibarbe, commandant at Natchito-
Fhes, the settlement called Bayau Pierre, was placed under the
jurisdiction of the latter, and has so continued eversince. The
settlement, Ibelieve, contains about forty families, and general-
Iy they have large stocks of cattle: they supply us with our
cheese entirely, and of a tolerable quality, and we get from
them some excellent bacon hams.  The country is interspers-
ed with prairies, resembling, as to richness, the river bottoms,
and, in size, from five to five thousand acres. The hills are a
good gray scil, and produce very well, and afford beautiful
situations. The creck called Bayau Pierre, (stony creek) pds-
ses through the settlement, and affords a number of good
mill seats, and its bed and banks lined with a good kind of
building stone, but no mills are erected on it. Some of the
inhabitants have tried the uplands in wheat, which succeeded
well. They are high, gently rolling, and rich enough; pro-
duce good corn, cotton, and tobacco. I was through the
settlement in July last, and found good water, either from a
spring ov well, at every house. The inhabitants areall French,
onc family excepted. A few miles to the westward, towards
Sabine, there is a Saline where the inhabitants go and make
their salt.  On the whole, for health; good water, good liv-
ing, plenty of food for every kind of animal, general conve-
niency, and handsome surface, 1 have seen few parts of the
world more inviting to settlers,

Returning back again to the fork of the main river we left,
for the purpose of exploring the Bayaa Pietre branch, we find
irregular settlements, including Campti, }vhere a few fﬁmx}xes
are settled together on a hill near the river, north-east side.
For ahout 20 miles the river land is much the same every
where, but the Campti settlement is more 1?'{01{61’1 §v1§h baﬁy—
aus and lagoons than any place 1am acquamged. with on the
river, and for want of about a dozen bridges 1s inconventent

K
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to get to, or travel through. The upper end of this settle-
ment is the last on the main branch of Red river, which,
straight by land, does not exceed 25 n}lles- above _Natchim.
ches. At the upper house the great raft or jam of timber be-
gins ; this raft choaks the main channel for upwyard_s of 100
miles, by the course of the river ; not one entire jam frqm
the beginning to the end of it, but only at tlle.p01nt;s, with
places of several leagues thal:1 are deeirv. The river is very
rooked, and the low grounds are wide and rich, and I_ am
informed, no part of Red river wxl! z‘zﬂprd better plantations
than along its banks by this raft, which is represcuted as be.
ing so important as to r'endcr.thr? couniry ab_ove it of lx.ttle value
for settlements ; this opinion is foundeq entlrcly upon jncorrect
information. The first or lowest part of the raft is at a bend or
point in the river, just below the upper I?Iantayion, at which,
on the right side, alarge bz}yau, or d1?'151p11 of wthe river, call-
ed Bayau Channo, comes 1n, which is frec of any obstruc-
tions, and the greater part of the year boats of any size may
ascend it, into lake Bistino, through which, to its communi-
cation with the lake, Is only about three miles; the lake is
about 60 miles long, and lays nearly parallel with the river,
from the upper end of which it communicates again with the
river, by abayau called Daichet, about 40 miles above the
upper end of the raft ; from the lake to the river, through
Bayau Daichet, is called nine miles ; there is always in this
bayau sufficient water for any boat to pass ; from thence up-
wards Red river is free of all obstructions to the mountaius.
By lake Bistino, and these two bayaus, an island is formed,
about 70 miles long, and three or four wide, capable of afford.
ing settlements inferior to none on the river. From the above
account you will peracive, that the only difficulty in opening a
boat passage by this raft, through the lake, which is much
shorter than by the course of the river, and avoid the current,
and indeed, was the river nmobstructed, would always be pre-
terred, is this small jam of timber at the point, just helow the
bayau Channo, as it is called.

After the receipt of your letter Thadan opportunity of sce-
ing some of the inhabitants who live near this place, who in-
formed me, that that small raft was casily broken, and that
they had lately been talking of doing it. I persuaded them to
make the attempt, and they accordingly appointed the Friday
following, and all the neighbours were to be invited to attend
and assist. They met accordmply, and effected a passage nest
w one bank of the river, so that boats could pass, but did
not entirely brake it 5 they Intend o take another spell at it,
when the water falls alitde, and speak confidently of suc
ceeding.
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The country about the head of lake Bistino, is highly spo-
ken of, as weil the high lands, as the river bottem. There
are falling into the river and lake:in the vicirity, some hand-
some streams of cleéar wholesome water from towards Washi.
ta, one in particular called bayau Badkah by the Indians,
which is boatable at somé¢ seasons; this bayau passes through
a long, nartow, and rich prairie, on which my informant
says, 500 families might be desirably settled; and from
thence up to where the Caddos lately lived, the river banks
are high, bottoms wide and rich as any-other part of the ri-
ver. From thence it is much the same to the mouth of the
Little river of the left; this river is generally from 50 to an
100 yards wide; heads in the great prairies, south of Red ri-
ver, ‘and interlocks with the head branches of the Sabine and
"Frimity rivers ; and in times of high water is boatable 40 or
50 leagues, affording a large body of excellent, well timber-
ed and rich land, the low grounds from 3 to 6 miles wide:
but the quality of the water, though clear, is very inferior to
that of the “stréams - that fall into Red river on .the north
side. - The general course of the' Red river from this upwards
is nearly from west to'east, till we arrive at the Panis towns,
when it turns northwestwardly,  Alier leaving the mouth of
the Little river of the left, both banks are covered with
strong thick cane, for about 20 miles ; the low grounds very
wide, rich, and do not overflow ; the river widesing in pro-
portion as the banks are liable to overflow; you arrive ata
handsome, rich prairie, 25 miles longon the right side,and 4
or 5 miles wide ; bounded by handsome oak and hickory
woods, mixed with some short leaved pine, interspersed with
pleasant streams and fountains of water. The opposite, or
left side is a continuation of thick cane; the river or low
lands 10 or 12 miles wide.  After leaving the prairie, the
cane continues for about 40 miles'; youthen arrive at ancther
prairie, called Little prairie, left side, about § miles in
lengih and from 2 to '3 in breadth; opposite side con-
tinues cane as before ; low lands wide, well timbered, very
rich, and overflowed but little ; the river still widening. Back
of the low grounds, is'a well timbered, rich upland country ;
gently rolling and well watered ; from the Little prairie, both
banks cane for 10 or 12 miles, when the ok and pine woods
come bluff tothe river for about 5 miles; left hand side,
canc as before ; then the same on both sides, for from 10 to
20 miles wide, for about 1§ miles, when the cedar begins on
both sides, and is the principal growth on the wide, rich ri.
ver bottom for 40 miles ; in all the world there is scarcely to
be found 2 more beautiful growth of cedar timber ; they, like
the cedars of Libanus, are large, lofty, and straight,
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You now arrive at the mouth of the Little river of the
right; this river is about 150 yards wide: the water clear as
crystal ; the bottom of the river stony, and is boatable at
high water, up to the great prairies near 200 miles by the
course of the river; the low grounds generally from 10 to 15
miles wide, abounding with the most luxuriant growth of rich
timber, but subject to partial inundation at particular rainy
seasons. After leaving this river, both banks of Red river are
cane, as before, for about 20 m'ﬂes_3 w.hen. you come to the
round prairie, right side, about § miles in circumference, At
this place Red river is fordable at low water; a hard stony
bottom, and is the first place from its mouth where it can be
forded. This round prairie is high and pleasant; surround.
ed by handsome oak and hickory uplands; left side cane, as
before, and then the same both sides f(?r 20 miles, to the long
prairie, left side, 40 mileslong; opposite side cane, as before ;
near the middle of this praitie, there is 2 lake of about 5 miles
in circumference, in an oval form, neither tree nor shyub near
it, nor stream of water running either in or out of it; it is
very deep, and the water so limped, that a fish may be seen
15 feet from the surface. By the side of this lake the Caddo.
quies have lived from time immemorial. = About one mile
from the lake is the hill on which, they say, the great spirit
placed one Caddo family, who were saved when, by a general
detuge, all the world were drowned ; from which family all

-the Indians have originated. For this little natural eminence
all the Indian tribes, as well as the Caddoquies, for a great
distance, pay a devout and sacred homage. Here the French,
for many years before Louisiana was ceded to Spain, had
erected a small fort ; kept some soldiers to guard a factory they

had here established for the Indian trade, and several French
families were settled in the vicinity, built a flour mill, and cul-
tivated wheat successfully for several years; and it is only a
few years ago that the mill irons and mill stones were
brought down: it is about 25 years since those F rench fami-
lies moved down, and 14 years since the Caddoquies left iu
Here is another fording place when the river is low. On the
opposite side a point of high oak, hickory, and pine land,
comes Biuff to the river for about 2 mile; after which, thick
cane to the upper end of the prairie; then the same on hath
sides, for about twelve miles; then prairie on the left side
{or 30 miles, opposite side cane; then the same for 20 miles,
then an oak high bluff, three miles, cane again for about the

game distance, on both sides; then for about one league, leht
. side; is a heautiful grove of pacans, intermixed with no other
growth; atter which, cane both sides for 40 miles; then prai-
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rie, left side, for 20 miles, and from one to two miles only in
depth ; about the middle of which comes in a bayau of clear
running water; about 50 feet wide; then cane ~again both
sides of the river for'about 40 miles ; then, on the right side.

a point of high pine woods bluff to the river, for about half ::
mile, cane again 15 or 16 miles; then a bluff of large white

rocks for about half 2 mile, near 100 feet high; cane again
about 43 milés, to a prairie on the right side, of about 30
miles Jong; and 12 or 15 miles wide; there is a thin skirt of
wood along the bank of the river, that when the leavés are on
the trees, the prairie Is, -from the river; scarcely to be seen.
From the upper end: of this prairie it is thick cane again for
about 6 milés, when we arrive to the mouth of Bayau Galle,
which Is on ‘the right side, about.:30 vards wide, a beautiful,

clear, running stream of wholesome well tasted water; after
passing which, it is a thick cane again for 25 miles, when we

arrive at a river that falls in on the right side, which is called
by the Indians Kiomitchie, and by the French La Riviere la
Mine, or Mine river, which is about 150, yards wide, the wa-
ter clear and good, and is boatable about 60 miles to the silver
mine, which is on the bank of the river, and the orc appears

in large quantities, but the richness of it is not known. The

Indians inform of their discovering another, abouta year ago,
on a creek that empties into the Kiomitchie, about three miles
from its mouth, the ore of which, they say, resembles the
other. The bottom land of this river is not wide, but rich;
the adjoining high lands are rich, well timbered, well watered
and situated. - About the mine the current of the river is too
strong for boats .to-ascend it, the country being hilly.  After
passing the Kiomitchie, both banks of the river are coverec
with thick cane for-25 miles ; then, left side, a high pine bluf

appears again to the river for about half a mile, after which
nothing but cane again on each side for about 40 miles, which
brings you to the mouth of a handsome bayau, left side, cal
" led by the Indians Nehaucha, which, in English, means the

Kick; the French ecall it Bais &’dre, or Bow-wood creek

from the large quantity of that wood that grows upon it
On this bayau trappers have been more successful in catch-
ang beavcr than any other water of Red river; it communia
cates with alake, three or four miles from its mouth, called
Swan lake, fromthe great number of swan that frequent it itis
. believed that this bayau is boatable at high water, for 20 or 30
leagues; from what I have been informed by some hunters
with whom I have conversed, who have been upon it.  The
low grounds are from three to six miles wide, very. rich, the
principal growth on it is the bois d’arc. The great prairies
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approach pretty near the low grounds on each side of this
creek; leaving which it is cane both sides for about eight
miles, when we arrive at the mouth of the Vazzures, or Bog=
gy river, which is about 200 yards wide, soft miry bottom,
the water whitish, but well tasted:  Attempts have been made
to ascend it in peroques, but it was found to be obstructed by
araft of logs, about 20 miles up it.  The current was found
to be gentle, and depth of water sufficient; was the channel
not obstructed might be ascended far up it. Thelow grounds -
on this river are not as wide as on most of the rivers that fall
into Red river, but veryrich; the high lands are astrong clay
soil ; the principal growth oak. After leaving this river the
banks of Red river are alternately cane and prairie; timber
is very small and scattered along only in places; it is only now
to be seen along the water courses.. “From'the Boggy river
to: the Blue river s about: 50 -miles;. which ¢tondes in' on the
. right side. - Fhe water of this river is called dlue, from.its
extreme fransparency ; .it Is said tobe well tasted, and dadmir-
ed, for its quality, to drink.  The bed of this river is lined
generally with black and greyish flint stones ; it is about 50
yards wide, and represented as a beantiful stream ;. peroques
ascend it about 60 or 70 miles. The low grounds of Blue
river-are a good: width for plantations, very rich; the growth
pacan, and every species of the walnut. = The whole country
here, except on the margin of -the water .courses, 1§ one. im=
mense prairie. . After passing this river copses of wood oaly
areto be seen here and there along the river'bank for'about 25
miles, to a small turgid river, called by the Indians Batachahe,
and by the French Fouxoacheia; some call it the Missourl
branch of Red river; it emits a considerable quantity of water ;
runs from north to south and falls into Red river nearly at
right angles, and heads near the head of the Arkensa, and is
so brackish itcannot be drank. Onthis river, and on a branch
of the Arkensa, not far from it; the Indians find the sait
rock; pieces of it have often been brought to Natchitoches
by hunters, who procured it from the Indians. From the
mouth of this river, through the prairie, to the main branch
of the Arkensa, is three days journey; perhaps 66 or 70 miles
ina straight line.  From this to the Panis, or Towrache towns,
by land, is about 30 miles, and by water, double that distance ;
the river is nearly a mile wide. The country on each side,
for many hundreds of miles, is all prairie, except a skirt of
wood along the river bank, and on the smaller streams ; what
trees there are, are small; the grass is green summer and
winter. . In between 33 and 34 degrees of north latitude, the
goilis very' rich, producing, luxuriously, evéry thing that is
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planted in it: the river, from this upwards, for 150 miles,
continues at least a mile wide, and may  be ascended in pe=
TOques. »

Mr. Grappe, to whom Iam indebted for the foregoing accu-
rate description of Red river,informed me, that his personal
knowledge of it did not extend but little above the Panis
towns ; but. Mr. Brevel, of the Isle Brevel, who was horn at
the Caddo old towns, where he was, had been farther up it,
and that whatever account he gave me might be relied on.

I therefore sought an opportunity, a few days after, to ob-
tain from Mr. Brevel the following narrative, which I wrote
down from his own mouth, as he related it: " R

 About 40 years ago, I sat off; on foot, from the. Panis na=
tion. (who then lived about 50 leagues above where they now
live) in company with a party of young Indian men, with
whom I had been partly raised, on a hunting voyage, and to
proeure horses.  We kept up on the south side of Red river,
as near it as we could conveniently cross the small streams
that fall .in, sometimes at some distance; and at others very
near it, and in sight of it.. We found the country all prai-
rie, except small copses of wood, cedar, cotton wood, or mus-
keto, amongst which a stick six inches in diameter could not
be found ; the surface becoming more and more light, sandy
and hilly, with ledges of clifts of a grayish sandy rock, but
every where covered with herbage. We found many small
streams falling into the river, butnone of any considerahle
size,. or that discharged much water in dry seasons, but ma-.
ny. deep gullies formed by the rain water. After travelling
for several days over a country. of this description; the coun~
try became more Dbroken, the hills rising into mountains;
amongst which we saw a great deal of rock salt, and an ore
the Indians said was my (meaning the white people’s) trea-
sure, which I afterwards learned was silyver. And that
amongst these mountains of mines, we often heard a noise
like the explosion of a cannon, or distant thunder, which the
Indians said was the spirit of the white people working in
their treasure, which, I afterwards was informed, was the
blowing of the mines, as itis called, which is common in all
parts of Spanish America where mines exist. The main
branch of the river becoming smaller, till it divided into al-
most innumerable streams that issued out of the vallies
amongst these mountains ; the soil very light and sandy, of a
reddish gray colour. We travelled on from the top of one
mountain to the top of another;, in hopes the one we were as-
cending was always the last, till the small streams we met
with ran the contrary way, towards the setting sun, and the
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lands declining that way. :VVe contipued on till the sti-eams
enlarged into a river of conmderablf? size, and 1the country be-
came level, well timbered, the soil a rich black loam ; the
waters weré all clear and well tasted: Here we found a
great many different tribes of the Hietan, Appaches, and
Concee Indians; we likewise fell in with them frequently
from the time we had been-a few days out from the Panis
towns, and were always treated kindly by them, I believe
the distance from the Panis old towns to where we save the
last of Red river water, is at least one hu.ndred leagues 3 and
in crossing over the ridge, we saw 1o animals that were not
common in all the country of Louisiana, except the spotted
tiger, and a few white bears. After spending some days on
the western waters, we sat off for the settlements of St. 1
Fé; steering nearly a-south-east course, and in a few clays
were .out of timbered country into'the prairie; the comrmtry
became broken and hilly ; the waters all running westwardly;
the countrv clothed with a luxuriant herbage, and frequently
passing mines of silver ore. We arrived, at length, at a
small, meanly built town in the St..a F é. settlement, contain-
ing about one hundred houses, round which were some small
cultivated fields, fenced round with small cedar and musketo
brush, wattled. in:stakes. This little town was on a small
stream of water that ran westwardly, and in a dry season
scarcely run at all; and that the inhabitants were obliged to
water their cattle from wells. And I understood that the
bayau upon . which this- town is situated, was no part of Rio
Grandi, but fell into the Western ocean ; but of that I might
have been mistaken. I understood that similar small tows,
or missions, were within certain distances of each other fora
great extent southwardly, towards Mexico ; and that the in-
habitants were mostly christianized Indians and M atif.
That the mines in that settlement afforded very rich ore,
which was taken away in large quantitics, packed on rules,
and had the same appearance of what we met with abowut the
head branches of Red river. After furnishing curselves
with horses at this place, we sat off again for the Panis
towns, from whence we started, steering at frst southwa rdly,
in order to avoid a high mountainous country that is difficult
o cross, that lies between St. a Fé and Red river. A fter
travelling some distance south, we turned our course Morth-
eastwardly, and arrived at the Panis towns in eighteenn days
from the day we left St. a F¢ settlements ; and three momnths

and twenty days from the timewe started.”
He is of the opinion, that from the Panis towns to = St. a
Fé, ina right line, is nearly three hundred miles, and all the
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country prairie, a few s att..r'mg cedar knobs excepted. Af
ter he had finished his narrative, I asked him how far Red
river was boatable.. He said, not much above the Panis old
towns ; not that he knew of any particular falls or obstrucs
tions, but that the hea; i‘ branches ‘of the river came from
steep mountains, on which the rain often poured down in tor-

rents, and runs into the river with such vdouts’, sweepmw
along with it large quaniities of logse earth, of which these
hiils and mountams are composed, that it rol s like a swell in
the sea, and would either sink or carry along with it any boat
that it might meet in “the river.. But, he observed at the
same time, that his opinion was fomdcd ofi. RO expenmen«,
that he. had ever known made. I asked him if the Indians
had no perogues high up in the river, He told me, that the
Indians there knew nothing of the use of them, for instead
of there being for hundreds of miles & tree large enough for
a canog, one could scarcely be found large enough to make a
fowl trough. < T asked him what animals were found in the
Great prairies. . He told me, that from Blue river upwards,
on both sides of Red river, there were innumerable quanti-
ties of wild horses, buffaloe, bears, wolves, elk, deer, foxes,
sangliers, or wild hogs, antelope, white hareu, rabbits, &ec.
and on the mountains the spotted tiger, panther, and wild
cat. He farther told me, that about twenty-three years ago,
he was empioy ed by the governor of St. Antoine, to go from
that place into some of the Indian nations that lived towards
St. a Fé, who were at war with the Spamards, to try to make
a peace with them, and bring in some of the chiefs to St
Antoine. He sat off from that place with a party of sol-
diers, and was to have gone to St. a Fé; they passed on a
Aorth-wc.stw ardly course for about two hundred miles, but af-
ter getting into the Great Prairie, being a dry season, they
were forced to turn back for want of water for themselves
and horses, and that he does not know how near he went to
St. a Fé, but believes he might have been half way.

The accounts given by Mr. Brevell, Mr. Grappe, and all
other hunters with whom I have conversed, of the immense
droves of animals thdt, at the beginning of winter, descend
from the mountains down southwardly, into the timbered
countrv, is alinost incredible. They say the buffaloe and bear
partica far ly, are in droves of many thousands together that
blacken the whole surface of the earth, and continue passing,

vithout intermission, for weeks together, so that the whole

surface of the country is, for many miles in breadth, trodden
ke alarge road. I am, sir, &eo &e.
{Signed) : JOHN SIBLEY.

Nafc/zﬁacl’za , 10tk April, 1805.
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Distances up Red river by the course of the #iver.

Mizzs.

From the mouth of Red river to Black river, . . . 31

to Baker’s landing, lowerend avoyal, . . . . 51
1. Glee’s ditto, upper end avoyal,. . « . . 15
Rice T L e N L 6

Hoome’s, . e . . s o« 18
Nicholas Grubb’s, . . . . 21
mouth of bayau Rapide, . . . 15
Indian villages, . . . 22

Mount Pleasant, Gillard’s place, o

. 7
mouth of Rigula de Bondieu, . . R 6
Mounete’s plantation, . . . . 10
mouth of Little river, . . . e 94
bayau Brevell, . . . . . 20
Natchitoches, . . R . . 20
Grand ‘Ecore, . . - . . 10
Compti, . . . . . . . 20
bayae Channo, . . . 135
Iake Bistino, through bayau Channo, « s s« . 3

_through lake Bistino to the upper end of Channo, 60
through bayau Daichet to the river again, . . 9
late Caddo villages, where they lived 5 years ago, 80

Little river of the left, - . . « s+ 80
long prairie, right side, . . . . 25
upper end of ditto, . . . : . 25
little prairie, left side, . . . 40
upper end ditto, . . . . . 5
pine bluff; right side, . . . < . 12
upper end ditto, 8 . . . . 5

cedars,
upper end dxtto, and mouth of thtle nvex, of'the
right, . . . e « 40

round prairie, nght side (first fording place) . 20
lower end of long prairie, left side, .. . . . 25
upper end ditto, . . . . . 40
next prairie same side, . . o e 12
upper end of the same, .

. B 20
3 ‘mile oak and pine Bluﬁ', . . . 30
Pacan grove, . . . . . g
upper end of the same, . . 6

157

109

197

175

72



83

Continued, . . o . wmiles. 872
prairie next above the pacans, - . . 40
upper end of the same, . . . 25
pine Dluff right side, - C . .45
white oak bluff, . . . . 15
next prairie right side, . . . 45
upper end ditto, . . . 30
bayau Galle, right side, . N
mouth of Kiomitchie, or mine river, . . 25
: ~— 231
pine bluff, left side, . . . . .. 25
bayau Kick, or Bois d’arc creek, . - . .. 40
the Vazzures, or Boggy river, right side, . . 8
Blue river, rightside, .- % ...« . ., . 50
Faux QOacheto or Missouri branch; . . . .« 25
Panis or Towiache towns, P (0
Panisor dittoold townsy, . « « . o« « .+ 150
head branch of Red river, or dividing ridge, . 300
. v— 668
To which may be added for so. much the distance
'being shortened by going through lake Bisting,
than the course of theriver, . . . « W . 60
~— 1,831

Computed Jength of Red river from where it falls
into the Missisippi, to which add the distance
from the mouth of Red river to the ocean, by ei-
ther the Missisippi or the Chefleli, which was
once probably the mouth of Red river, . . . 320

e —

Total length of Red river, . miles, 2,151
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OBSERVATIONS

Made ih a vovage commencing at St. Catharine’s landing, on the
east bank of the Missisippl, procesding downwards to the mouth
of Red river, and from thetce ascending that river, the Biack
river, and the WYashita rivﬁer._k as _h_igh as the ’h(y)t springs in the
proximity of the last mentioned river, extracted from the jour-
nals ‘of Williar Dunbary esguire;, and doctor Hunter.

MR. DUNBAR, doctor Hunter, and the party empioved
by the United Stawes to make 2 survey of, and explore the
by the Washit river, lefi Bt. Catharine’s

couniry traversed

landing, on the Ilissisippi, in lotituds 81° 26" 30" N. and
y - . . :
longitude G* 5 568" W. from the meridian of Greenwich,

on Tuegday, the 15th of October; 1804 . A little distaince be-
Iow St iCatharitics creek, and five leagues from Natches,
they passed the White Cliffs, composed chiefly of sand, sur-
mounted by pite, and from one to two hundred feet high.
When the waters of the Missisippi are low, the base of the
cliff is uncovered, which consists of different coloured clays,
and some beds of ochre, over which there lies, in some places,
a thin lamina of iron ore.  Small springs possessing a petri-
fying quality Row over the clay and ochre, and numercus logs
and pieces of timbér, converted into stoné, are strewed about
the bech. Fine pure argil of various-colours, chiefly white
and red, is found here. = -

On the 17th they arfived 4t the miouth of Red river, the
confluence of which with the Missisippl, agreeably to the ob-
servations of Mr. de Ferrer, lies in latitude 31° 115" .
and longitude 6* 7' 11" west of Greenwich. Red river is
here about five hundred yards wide, and without any sensible
current. The banks of the river are cloathed with willow ;
the land low and subject to inundation, to the height of thirty
feet or more above the level of the water, at this time. The
mouth ofthe Red river is accounted to be seventy-five ledgues
from New-Orleans, and three miles higher up than the Chafa.
Iaya, or Opelousa river, which was probably a continuation of
the Red river, when its waters did not unite with those of the
Missisippi, but during the inundation,

On the 18th the survey of the Red river was commenced,
and on the evening of the 19th the party arrived at the mouth
of the Black river, in latitude 31° 15" 48” N. and about 26
miles from the Missisippi. The Red river derives its name
from the rich fat earth, or marle, of that colour, borne down
by the floods; the last of which appeared to have deposited
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on the high bank, a stratum of vpwards of helf an inch in
thickness. The vegetatlon on its banks is surprisingly luxu.
riant ; no doubt owing to the deposition of marle during its
annual floods. - The willows grow w0 2 good size ; but other
forest trees are much smaller than those seen on the banks of
the M155151pp1. As you advanice up the river, it gradually
narrows ; in latitude 31° 08" N, it is about two hundred vards

vide, which width is continued to the mouth of Black river,
where each of them appears one hundred and fity yards
across. The banks of the river are covered with pea vine
and several -sorts.of grass, bearing seed, which geese and
ducks eat very greedily ; and there are generaﬂ} seen willows
growing on one side, and on the other a small growth of black
oak; packqwn, hickory, elm, &c. The current in the Red ¥i-
ver is so moderate as scarcely to afford an impedient to zts
ascent.

On sounding the Black river a little above its mouth, there
was found twenty fect of water, with a bottom of black sand.
The water of Black river is:rather clearer than that of the.
‘Ohlo,, and  of a warm temperature, which it may receive
from the water flowing into it from the valley of the Missisip-

, particularly by the Catahoola. Atnoon on the 23d, bv a
good meridian obsezvthon, they ascertained their latit wude to
be 30°36' 20" N. and were then a little below the mouths of
the Catahoola, Washita and Bayau Tenza, the united waters
of which form the Black river. The current is very gentle
the whole length of the Black river, which in many places
does not exceed eighty yards in width. The banks on the
lower part of the river presenta great luxuriance of vegeta-
tion and rank grass, with red and black oak, ash, paccawn,
hickory, and some elms*. The soil is. blacl-. marle, mised
with a moderate proportion of sand, resembling much the
soil on the Missisippi banks ; yet the forcst trees are not lofty,
like those on the margin of the great river, but resemblmg
the growth on the Red river. In htxtl.de 31° 22" 46" N.
they observed that canes grew on several parts of the right

% Among the plants growing on the margin of the river is the cheria root,
used in medicine, and the cantae, occasionally used by ‘the bunters for food;
the last has'a bulbous root, ten times the size of aman’s fist. In prepar-
ing it, they first wash if clean from earth, then pound it well, and add wa-
tor o the mass and stir it up; after 2 moment’s settlement tne water and fe-

¢ula is poured off :. this operation is repeated until it yields no more fecula,
the fihrous part only being left, which is thrown away as useless :* the water
is then poured from the sediment, which is dried iu the sun and will keep a
long time. It is reduced into powdel and mixed with Indian meal or flour,
and makes wholesome and agreeable food. ~ The labour is performed hy the
women whilst they ave keepmf' the camp, and their husbands are in  the
woods kunting. ) .
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bank, a proof that the land is not deeply overflowed ; perhaps
from one to three feet : the banks have the appearance of sta-
bility ; very little willow, or other productions of a newly
forraed soil being seen on either side. On advancing up the
river, the umber becomes larger, in some places rising to the
height of forty feet; yet the land is lable to be inundated,
not from the waters of this small river, but from the intru-
sion of its more powerful neighbour the Missisippi, The
Jands. decline rapidly, as in all ‘alluvial countries, from the
margin to the Cypress swamps, where more or less water stag-
nates all the vear ronnd.  On the 21st they passed a small, but
elevated island, said to be the only one in this river for more
than one hundred leagues ascending. On the left bank, near
this island, a small settlement of a' couple of acres has been
begun by a man and his wife. The banks are not less than
forty feet above ‘the present level of the water in the river,
and are but rarely overflowed : on both sides they are cloathed
with rich cane brake, pierced by creeks fit to carry boats du-
ring the inundation.

They saw many cormoranis, and the hooping crane ; geese
and ducks are fot yet abundant, but are said to arrive in my-
riads, with the rains and winter’s cold. " They shot a fowl of
the duck kind, whose foot was partially divided, and the body
covered with" a bluish, or lead coloured plumage. On the
morning of the twenty-second, they observed green matter
floating on the river, supposed to come from the Catahoola
and other lakes and bayaus of stagnant water, which, when
raised a little by rain, flow into the Black river; and also ma-
ny ‘patches of an aquatic plant, resembling small islands,
some floating on the surface of the river, and others adhering
to, or resting on the shore and logs. On examining this
plant, itwas found a hollow, jointed stem, with roots of the
same form, extremely light, with very narrow willow shaped
leaves projecting from theé joint, embracing, however, the
‘whole of the tube, and exiending to the next inferior joint
or knot. The extremity of each branch is terminated by a
spike of very slender, narrow seminal leaves from one to
two inches in length, and one tenth or less, in breadth, pro-
ducing its seed on the underside of the leaf, ina double row
almost in contact : the grains alternately placed in perfect re-
gularity : not being able to find the flower, its class and or-
der could not be determined, although it isnot probably new.
Towards the upper part of the Black river, the shore abound-
ed with muscles and periwinkles. The muscles were of the
kind called pear] muscles. The men dressed a quantity of
them, considering them as an agrecable food; but Mr. D.
found them tough and unpalatable.
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On arriving at the mouth of the Catahoola, they landed to
procure information from a Frenchman settled there. Hav-
ing a grant from the Spanish government, he has made a
small sctdement, and keeps a ferry-boat, for carrying over
men and horses travelling to and from Natches, and the set-
tlements on Red river, and on the Washita river. The coun-
try here is all allovial. In process of time, the rivers shut-
ting up ancient passages and elevating the banks over which
their waters pass, no longer communicate with the same faci-
lity as formerly ; the consequence is, that many larger tracts
formerly subject to inundation, are now entirely exempt from
that inconvenience. Such is the situation of a2 most valuable
tract upon which this Frenchmanissettled. = His house stands
on an Indian mount, with several others in view. There is
also a species of rampart surrounding this place, and one very
elevated mount, a view and description of which is postponed
till the return ;- their present situation not allowing of the re-
- quisite delay. The soil is equal to the best Missisippi bot=

toms ¥, , :
»- They obtained from the French settler the following list of
distances between the meuth of Red river and the post on
the Washita, called fort Miro.
From the mouth of Red river to the mouth of Black

river, e« <« + s+ + s & « o 10leagues.
To the mouth of Catahoola, Washita, ‘
and Tenza, . e . 22

To the river Ha-ha, on the right, . . 1
To the Prairie de Villemont, on the
sameside, « . . o . . . . 5
To the bayau Louis, on the same side,
rapids here, . . . . . . . . 1
To bayau Beeufs, on the same side, . 4
To the Prairie Noyu, {(drowned savan-
l’la), . s e & e & & & s 3
To Pine Point,on the left, . . « . 4%
To bayan Calumet, . . . . . . 3%
To the Coalmine, on the right, and
Gypsum on the opposite shore, + « 3—47.

. % There is anlembankment running from the Cataloola to Black river (en-
closing about two hundred acres of rich laud), at present about ten feet high,
and ten feet broad. This surrounds four large mounds of earth st the dis-
tance of a bow-shot from each other; each of which may be twenty feet
high, one hundred feet broad, and three bundred feet long at the tap, be-
sides a stupendousturret situate on the back part of the whole, or farthest
from the water, whose base covers about an acre of ground, rising by two
steps or stories tapering in the ascent, the whole surmounted by a great cone
with its top cut off. This tower ofearth on admeasurement was found to
be eighty feet perpendicular,
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Continued, 47

To the first settlement, + . . . . 12
To fort Miro, . . - « « . . .22

Leagues, 91
From this place they proceeded to the mauth of Washita,
in lat. 35° 37’ 7 N. and encamped on the evening of the 23d.

“This river derives 1ts appellation from the name of an In-
dian tribe formerly resident on its banks ; the remnant of
which, it is said, went into the great plains to the westward,
and either compose a small tribe themselves, or are incorporat-
ed into another nation. The Blick river loses its name at
the junction of the Washita, Catahoola, and Tenza, although
our maps represent it as taking place of the Washita.
The Tenza and * Catahoola are also named from Indian
tribes now extinct. The latter is a creek twelve leagues
long, which is the issue of a lake of the same name, eight
leagues in length and about two leagues in breadth. Xt lres
west from the mouth of. the Catahoola, and communi-
cates with the Red river during the great annual inundation.
Atthe west or north-west angle of the lake, a creck called
Little river, enters, which preserves a chamnel with ranning
water at all seasons, meandering along the bed of the lake;
but in all other parts its superlicies, during the dry season
from July to November, and often later, is completely drained,
and becomes covered with the most laxurious herbage ; the
bed of the lake then becomes the residence of Immense herds
of deer, of turkeys, geese, crane, &e. which feed on the grass
and grain,  Bayau Tenza serves only to drain off a part of
the waters ol the inundation from the low lands of the Mis.
sisippi, which here communicate with the Black river during
the season of high water.

Between the mouth of the Washita, and Villemont’s prairie
on the right, the currest of the river is gentle, and’the banks
favourable for towing.  The lands on both sides have the ap-
pearance of being above the inundation ; the thnber genseadly
such as high lands produce, being chiefly red, white and black
oaks, interspersed with a variety of other trees.  The Mg
nolia graudiflora, that infallible sign of the land not heing sub-
Jeet to inundation, is not, however, among them.  Alomg the
banks a stratum of solid clay, or marle, is observable, apparene
ly of an ancient deposition. It lies in oblique positions, make
ing an angle of nearly thirty degrees with the horizon, and
generally nclined with the descent of the river, although in
a few cases the position was contrary. Timber is seen pro
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Jjecting from under the solid bank, which seems indurated, and
unquestionably very ancient, presenting a very different ap-
pearance from recently formed soil. 'The river is about 80
yards wide. - A league above the mouth of the Washita, the
Bayau Ha-ha comes in unexpectedly from the right, and is
one of the many passages through which the waters of the
great inundation penetrate and pervade 2ll the low countries,
annihilating, for a time, the currents of the lesser rivers in the
neighbourhood of the Missisippi. The vegetation is remarka-
bly vigorous along the alluvial banks, which are covered with
a thick shrubbery, and innumerable 'plants-in full blossom at
this late season. - L ~ V

Villemont’s prairie is so named, in consequence of its be-
ing included within a grant under the French government to
a gentleman of that name. Nlany other parts on the Wash-
ita are named after their early proprietors. The French
people projected and began extensive settlements on this ri-
ver, but the general missacre planned, dnd in part executed
by the Indians against them, and the consequent destruction
of the Natches tribe by the French, broke up all these un.
dertakings, and they were not recommenced under that go-
verniient. Those prairies are plains, or savanmas, without
timber; generally very fertile; and producing an exuberance
of strong, thick, and coarse herbage. When a piece of
ground has once got into this state, in an Indian country, it
can have no opportunity of re-producing timber, it being an
invariable practice to set fire to the dry ‘grass in the fall or
winter, to-0btain the advantage of attracting game when the
young tender grass begins to spring = this destroys the young
timber, and the prairie annually gains upon the wood-land.
" It is probable that the immense plains known to exist in
America, may owe their origin to this custom. The plains
of the Washita lie chiefly on the east side, and being gene-
rally formed like the Missisippi land, sloping from the bank
-of the riverto the great river, they are more or less subjzct
to inundation in the rear ; and in certain great floods the wa-
ter has advanced so far as to be ready to pour over the mar-
gin into the Washita.  This has now become a very rare
thing, and it may be estimated, that from a quarter of a
mile to a mile in depth, will' remain free from inundation
during high floads.  This is pretty much the case with those
lands nearly as high as the post of the Washita, with the ex-
ception of cértain ridges of primitive high }and; the rest
being evidently alluvial, although not now subject to be inun-
‘dated by-the WasHita river in consequence of the great depth
which-the bed of the river has acquired by abrasion. On

54
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approaching towards the Bayau Louis, which empties its wa-
ters into the ‘Washita on_the right, a little below the rapids,
there is a great deal of high land on both sides, which pro-
duces pine and other timber, not the growth of inundated
lands. At the foot of the rapids, the navigation of the ri-
ver is impeded by beds of gravel formed in it. The first
rapids lie in latitude 31° 48" 57" 5 N. a little above which
there is a high ridge of primitive carth, studded with abun-
dance of fragments of Jrocks2 or stone, wluc_h appears to have
been thrown up to the surface ina very irregular manner.
The stone is of a friable nature, some of it having the ap-
pearance of indurated clay ; the outside is blackish, from ex-
f)osure to the air, within it is a grayish white; it is said, that
in the hill the strata arc regular, and that gooc? grind-stones
may be here obtained.  The la_st of the _mplds, which is
formed by a ledge of rocks crossing the entire bed of the ri-
ver, was passed in the evening of the 27th ; above it, the wa-
ter became again like a mill pond, and about one hundred
yards wide. The whole of these first shoals, or rapids, em-
braced an extent of about a mile and a lalf; the obstruction
was not continued, but fell at short intervals in this distance,
On the right, about four leagues {rom the rapids, they passcd
the ¢ Bayau aux Beufs,” a little above o rocky hill: high
lands and savanna is seen on the right.  On sounding the ri
ver, they found three fathoms water on a bottom of mud and
sand.  The banks of the river, above the bayau, seem to re-
tain very little alluvial soil; the highland cwrth, which is a
sandy loam of alight gray colour, with streaks of red sand
and clay, is scen on the left bank ; the soil not rich, bearing
pines, nterspersed with ved ouk, hickory, and dog-wood.
The river is from sixty to on¢ hundred yurds wide here, but
decreases 2s you advance.  The nest rapid is made by a
ledge of rocks traversing the river, and narrowing the water
channel to about thirty yards. The widih between the high
banks cannot be less than one hundved yurds, and the bunks
from thirty to forty feet high.  In laitnde 820 107 137, ro-
pids and shoals again oceurved, and the chiunnel wus very nar-
row; the sand bars, at cvery point, exiended so far into the
bend as to leave little more than the hreadih of the boat of
water sufficiently deep for b passage, although it spreads
over a width of scventy or eighty vards upon the shoal.
- In the afternoon of the $1ar, they passed a Bude plantation
or settlement on the right, nad at nipht wrived ar three others
adjoining cach other.  These scttlements ave on a plain or
praivic, the soil of which, we mav be assawed, is alluvial, from
the regular slope which the land hus from the river.  The
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bed of the river is now sufficiently deep to free them from the
inconvenience of its inundation ;' yet in the rear, the waters
of the stsmppl approach, and sometimes leave dry but a
narrow stripe along the bank of the river. It is however
now more common, that the extent of the fields cultivated
(from £ to I mile) remains dry during the season of inunda-
tion ; the soil here is very good, but’ notegual to the Missi-
sippi bottoms ; it may be ésteemed second rate. At a small
distance to the east are extensive cypress swamps, over which
the waters of the inundation always stand to the depth of from
fifteen to twenty-five feet. " On the west side, alter passing
over: the valley’ of the river whose breadth varies from ' a
quarter of a ‘mile to two miles; or ‘more, the land assumes a
considerable elevation, from . onie hundred to three’ hundred
feet, and extends all along to the settlements of the Red ri-
ver. These high lands are reported to be poor, and badly
watered, being chiefly what is termed pine barren. There is
here a ferry and road of ‘communication between the post of
the Washita, and the Natches, and a fork of this road passes
on to the settlement called the  Rapids, on Red river, distant
from this place by computation one hundred and fifty miles.

On this part of the river lies a considerable tract of land,
granted by the Spmish government to the marquis of Maison
Rouge, a French emigrant, who begueathed it with all his
property to M. Bouligny, son of the late colonel of the Lou-
isiana regiment, and by him sold to Daniel Clarke.  Itissaid
to extend from the post of Washita with a breadth of two
leagues, including the river, down to the Bavau Calumet ; the
computed distance ‘of which along the river is called thirty
leagues, but supposed not more than twelve in a direct line.

On the 6th of November, in the afternoon, “the party ar-
rived at the post of the V\Hshlt'l, in Tat. 32° 2937 25 N.
where they were politely received by lieut. Bowmar, who im-
medlately offered the hospitality of his dwelling with all the
services 1 his power,

From the ferry to this place, the navigation of the river is,
at this season, interrupted by many shoals and rapids. The
general width s from eighty to a hundred yards. The wa-
ter is extremely agreeable to drink, and much clearer than
that of the Ohio.  In this respect it is very unlike its two
neighbdurs, the . Arkansa and Red rivers, whose waters ‘are
Joaded with earthy matters of a reddish brown colour, giv-
ing to them a. chocolate-like appearance ; and, when those
waters are low, are not potatle, being brackish from the great
vumber of salt qprmgs which flow nto them, and probably
from the beds of .rock salt-over which they.may pass. The
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banks of the river presented very little appearance f’f alluvial
land, but furnished an infinitude of beal.ltxfulﬁldnd;capes,
heightencd by the vivid colouring they derive from the au.
tumnal changes of the leaf. Mr. Dunbar observes, that the
change of colour in the leaves of vegetables, which is proba.
bly occasioned by the oxygen of the atmgsphere actmfg on the
vegetable matter, deprived of the protecting power o Vth‘e 1‘_’1‘
tal principle, may serve as an excellent guide to the'ngxtu?a ist
who directs his attention to the discovery of new objects for
the use of the dyer. For he has always remarked that the
leaves of those trees whose bark or wood are known to pro-
duce a dye, are changed in autumn to the same colour which
is extracted in the dyer’s vat from the woods ; more especial-
Iy by the use of mordants, as allum, &e. vt:hwh yields oxy-
gen : thus the foliage of the hickory and' oak, v\‘rhlch produ(_:-
es the quercitron bark, is changed before its fall into a beauti-
ful yellow ; other oaks assunie a fawn .colour, a liver colour,
or a blood colour, snd are known to yicld dyes of the same
complexion. . )

In lat. 32°18  N. doct. Hunter discovered along the river
side a substance nearly resembling mineral coal : its appearance
was that of the carbonated wood described by Kirwan. - I
does not easﬂy burn; but on being applied to the flame of 2
candle, it sensibly increased it, and yielded a fmml_smell, re.
sembling in a slight degree, that of the gum lac of common
sealing wax, ‘ .

Sof friable stone is common, and grea quantitics of gravel
and sand, upon the beaches in this part of the river. A reds
dish clay appears in the strata, much indurated and blackened
by exposure to the light and air. ‘

The position called fort Miro being the property of a pri-
vate person, who was formerly civil commandant here, the
lieutenant has taken post about four hundred yards lower ; has
built himself some log houses, and enclosed them witha slight
stockade. Upon viewing the country cast of the river, itis
evidently alluvial ; the surface has a gentle slope from the river
to the rear of the plantations. The land is of excellent uali-
ty, being a rich black mould to the depth of a foot, uuder
which there is a friable loam of a brownish liver colour.

At the post of the Washita, they procurcd a bout of less
draught of water than the onc in which they ascended the
river thus far; at noon, on the 11th of November, they pro.
ceeded on the vovage, and in the evening encamped . at the
plantation.of Buron Bastrop. ‘

“This small sertlement on the Washita, and somo of the
creeks falling into it, contains not more than five hundred per-
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sons, of all ages and sexes. It is reported, however, that
there is a great quantity of excellent land upon these creeks,
and that the settiement is capable of great extension, and ‘may
be expected, with an accession of population, to become very
flourishing. There are three merchants seitled at the post,
who supply, at very exorbitant prices, the inhabitants with
their necessaries ;. these, with the garrison, two small planters,
and a’ tradesman or two, constitute ‘the presens &i}lagg.
A great proportion of the inhabitants continue the old practics
of bunting, during the winter seasen, and they exchange their
peltry “for necessaries;, with -the- merchants, at a low rate.
During. the: summer these: people- content themselves with
raising corn; barely sufficient forbread.during the year.. In
this manner they always remain ¢xiremely poor: some fow
who have: conquered that habit of indolence, which is'always
the consequence of the Indian mode of life, and attend to
agriculture, live more comfortably, and taste alittle the sweets
of -civilized life. . TR B

The lands along the river above the post, are not very ins
viting, being a thin poor soil, -and coverced with pine. wood,
To the right, the settlements on the bayau Barthelemi and
Siard, are said to.be rich land. - : ‘

On the morning of the thirteenth, they passed an island and
a strong rapid, and arrived atalittle settiement below a chain
of rocks, which cross the channel between an island and the
main land, calied Roque Raw. The Spaniard and his fami.
Iy, settled here, appear, from their indolence, to live misera-
bly.  The river-acquires here a more spacious appearance,
being about 150 yards. wide: - In-the aiternoon they passed
the bayau Barthelemi on the right, above the last settlements,
and zbout twelve computed leagues from' the post. - Here
commences Baron Bastrop’s great grantof land from the Spa-
nish government, being a square of twelve leagues on cach
side, glittle exceeding a million of French acres. The banks
of the river continue about thirty feet high, of which eighteen
feet from the water are a clayey loam of a pale ash colour,
upon which the water has deposited twelve feet of light sandy
soil, apparently fertile, and of a dark brown colour. This de-
scription of land is of small breadth, not exceeding half a mile
on each side the river, and may be called the valley of the
Washita, beyond which there is high land covered with
pines. :

The soil of the * Bayau des Buttes,” continues thin, with a
growth of small timber.  This creek is named from a num-
ber of Indian. mounts discovered by the hunters along its
course. - The margin of the river begins to be covered with
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such timbet a5 usually grows on inundated land, particularl‘y
7 snecies of white oak, vulgarly called the over-cup oak; it
timber is remarkably hard, solid, ponderous, and durable, and
it produces 4 large-acorn in great al’)undancc, upon which the
bear feeds; and which is very fattening to hogs.

i Indat 32> 50" 8" N they passed a long and narrow island,
The face of the country begins to change ; the banks are low
and steep ; the river dee-per‘zm'd‘ more contracted, from thirty
to fifty yards in width," The soil in the neighbourhood of the
viver is-a very sandy loam; and cultivated with such vegeta.
bles as” are found on the jnundated lands of the Missisippi,
The tract presents the appearance o‘f anew soilj very different
{rom what they passed below. ’lhx_s alluvial tract may be
supposed the scite of a great lake, drained by a natural chan-
nel, from the abrasion of the waters 1 since .whmh period, the
annudl inundations have deposited the superior soil ; eighteen
or'twenty feet is wanting to render it habitable for man. It
appears, nevertheless, well stocked with the beasts of the
forest, several of which were seen.

* Quantities of water fowl are beginning to make their ap-
pearance, ~which are not very numerous here until the cold
rains and frost compel them to leave a more northern climate;
Pigh is not 0 abundant as might be expected, owing, it is said,
to thie imindation of the Missisippi, in the year 1799, which
dammed up the Washita, some distance above the post, and
produced a stagnation and consequent corruption of the wa-
tevs that destroyed all the fish within its influence.

At noon, onthe 15th November, they passed the island of
.Mallet, ‘and af ninety yards north-cast from the upper pointof
thi island, by a good observation ascertained their latitude to
he 920 59" 27" 5 N. or two sceonds and a hdlf of latitude
south of the dividing fine between the tertitories of Orleans
and Louisiana, Thebed of the river along this adluvial coun-
try, is generally covered with water, and the navigation une
interrupted 5 but in the afternoon of this duy, they passed
three contiguous sand bars, or beaches, called * les trofs bat
tures,” and before evening the © bayau de grand Marais,” or
wreat maish ereck on the right, and ¢ la Cyprovi Chattelray,”
apoint of high land on the other side, which renches within
Lialf a mile of the river. - As they advanced wwards the ma-
rais de saling, on the right, a stratum of dirty white clay un-
der the alluvial tract, shewed them to be Jeaving the sunken,
and approaching the high: land countey. The salt Vick mursh
does not derive its name from auy brackishness in the water
of the lake or marsh, but fram ity contiguity ta some of the
ticks, sometimes called “ saline,” and somatimus © glaise,”
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generally found in a clay, compact enough for potters’ ware,
The bayau de la Tulipe forms a communication between the
lake and the river.  Opposite to this place, there is a point of
high land, forming a promontory, advancing within a mile of
the river, and to which boats resort when the low grounds
are under water. A short league above is the mouth of the
grand bayau de la Saline (Salt Lick creek). This. creek is

of a considerable Jength, and navigable for small boats. The
hunters ascend it, to one hundred of their leagues, in pursuit
of game, and all agree that none of the springs which feed
this creek are salt. It has obtained its name from the many
buffaloe salt licks which has beendiscovered in its vicinity. Al-
though most ‘of these licks, by digging; furnish water which
holds marine salt in solution, there exists no reason for be-
lieving that many of them would produce nitre. Notwith-

standing this low and ailuvial tract appears in all respects well
adapted to the growth of the long moss (tilandsia), none was
observed since entering it in ' latitude 32° 52/, and as the pilot
informed them none would be seen in their progress up the

river, it is probable that the latitude of thirty-three degrees

is about the northern limit of vegetation, The long-leaf pine,

frequently the - growth of rich and even inundated land, was

here observed in great abundance : the shortleaved or pitch
pine, on the contrary, is always found upon aridlands, and

generally in sandy and lofty situations,

This is the season when the poor settlers onthe Washita
turn out to make their annnal hunt.  The deer is now fatand
the skins in perfection ; the bear isnow also in his best state,
with regard to the guality of his . fur, and the quaniity of fat
or oil he yields, as he has been feasting luxuriantly on the
autumnal fruits of the forest. It is here well known that he
dees not confine himself, as some writers have supposed, to
vegetable food ; be. is particularly fond of hogs fiesh ; sheep
and. calves are frequently his prey, and no animal escapes him
-which comes within his power, and which ke is able to con-
quer. He often destroys the fawn, when chance throws itin
his way ; he cannot, however, discover it by smelling, not
withstanding the excellence of his scent, for nature has, as
if for its protection, denied the fawn the property of leaving
any effluvium upon its track, a property so powerful in the
old deer.* The bear, unlike most other beasts of prey, does

#* It may not be generally known to naturalists, that between the hoof
of the deer, &cc. there is found a sack, swith its mouth inclining upwards,
.containing more or less of musk, and which, by escaping over the epening,
in proportion to the secretion, causes the foot to leave a scent on the ground
wheréver it passes. - During the rutting season this mnsk is 'so abundant,

Jparticularly in.old males, as to be swelt by.the hunters at a considerable
distance.
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not kill the animal he has seized upon before. he eats it ; bus
regardless of its struggles, _cries, and lamentatxon.s, fastens up-
on, and if the expression is allowable, devours it alive. The
Hunters count much on their profits from the oil drawn from
the bear’s fat, which, at New-Orleans, is always of ready - sale,
and much esteemed for its Wholesomeness m cooking, being
preferred to butter or hogs lard. It is found to keep longer
than any other animal oil without becoming rancid ; and
boiling it, from time to time, upon sweet bay leaves, restores
its sweetness, or facilitates its conservation. .

In the afternoon of the 17th they passed some sand beach-
es, and over a few rapids. They had cane brakes on both
sides of the river; the canes were small, but demonstrate
that the water does not surmount the bank more than a few
feet. . The river begins to widen as they advance ; the banks
of ‘the river show the high land soil, with a stratum of three
oxfour feet of alluvion deposited by the river upon it.  This
superstratum is gravish, and very sandy, with a small admix-
ture of loam, indicative of the poverty of the mountains and
uplands where the river rises. Near this they passed through
a new and very narrow channel, in which all the water of the
river passes, except in time of freshes, when the interval
forms anistand. A little above this pass is a small clearing,
called “ Cache la Tulip” (Tulip’s hiding place) ; this is the
name of a French hunter who here conccaled his property.
It continues the practice of both the white und red hunters tc
leave their skins, &e. often suspended to poles, or laid over
a pole placed upon two forked posts, in sight of theriver, un
til their return from hunting. These deposits are considered as
sacred, and few examples exist of their being plundered. AL
ter passing the entrance of a bay, which withio must form a
great lake during the inundation, great numbers of the long
leaf pine were observed ; and the increased size of the canes
along the river’s bank, denoted a better and more elevated
soll 5 on the left was a high hill (300 fet) covercd with lofty
pine trees.

The banks of the river present more the appearance o
upland soil, the under stratum being a pale yellowish clay
and the alluvial soil of a dirty white, surmounted by a thin co
vering of a brown vegetable earth.  The trees improve i
appearance, growing to a considerable size and height, thougl
yet inferior to those on the alluvial banks of the Missisippi
Adter passing the © Bayau de Hachis,” on the left, poInts o
l}igh Jand, not subject to be overfiowed, frequently touch th
rver, and the valley is said to be more than a league
breadth on both sides. On the left are pine hills calle
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“ Code de Champignole.” The river is not more than fifty
or sixty yards wide. - On the morning of the 20th they pas-
sed a number of sand beaches, and some rapids, but found
good depth of water between them. A creek called “ Che-
min Couvert,” which forms a deep ravine in the high lands,
here enters the river; almost immediately above this isa
rapid where the water in the river is confined to a.channel of
about forty yards in width ; above it they had to quitthe
main channel, on account of the shallowness and rapidity of
the water, and pass along a narrow channel of only sixty feet
wide : without a guide a strangér might take this passage for
a creek.’ L : , ~ ,
Notwithstanding the lateness of the season, and the north-
_ern latitude they were in, they this day met with an alligator.
The banks of the river are covered with cane, or thick under
brush, frequently so interwoven with thorns and briars as to
be impenetrable. . Birch, maple, holly, and two kinds of wood
to which names have not yet been given, except ¢ water-side
wood,”-are here met with; as also persimons and small black
grapes. ‘The margin of the river is fringed with a variety of
plantsand vines, among whichare several speciesof convolvulus.
. On the left they passed a hill and cliff one hundred feet
perpendicular, crowned with pines, and called “ Cote de Finn,”
(Fin’s hill) from which a chain of high land continues some
distance. The cliff presents the appearance of an ash colour-
ed clay. A little farther to the right is the Bayau d’Acasia
(Locust creek). The river varies here from eighty to an
hundred yards in width, presenting frequent indications of
iron along its banks, and some thin strata of iron ore. The
ore is from half an inch to three inches in thickness.

On the morning of the 22d of November, they arrived at
the road of the Cadadoquis Indian nation, leading to the
Arkansa nation; a little beyond this is the Ecor a Fabri,
(Fabri’s cliffs) from 80to 100 feet high; and a little distance
-above, a smaller cliff called “ Le Petit Ecor a Fabri,” (the
Little Chiff of Fabri): these cliffs appear chiefly to be com-
posed of ash coloured sand, with a stratum of clay at the base,
such as runs all along under the banks of this river. Above
these cliffs are several rapids; the cutrent is swifter, and de-
notes their ascent into a higher country : the water becomes
clear, and equal to any in its very agreeable taste, and as drink-
ing water. In the river are immense beds of gravel and
sand, over which the water passes with great velocity in the
season of its floods, carrying with it vast quantities of drift
wood, which it piles up, in many places, to the height of twen-
ty feet above the present suriace, pointing out the difficulty

N
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and danger of navigation ip certain times of the flood; z¢.
cidents, however, are rare with the canoes of the country,

 As the party ascended they found the banks of the river
less elevated, being only from nine to twelve feet, and are
probably surmounted by the freshes some feet. The river
becomes more obstructed by rapids, and sand and gravel
beaches, among which arc found fragments of stone of all
forms, and a variety of colours, some hlﬁghly'pohs_hed and
rounded by friction. The banks of the river in this upper
country suffer greatly by abrasion, onc side and sometimes
both being broken down by every ﬂood.” ,

At a place called ¢ Auges d’Arclon,” (Arclon’s troughs)
is laminated jren ore, and a stratwm of black sand, very tena-
cious, shining with minute chrystals. The breadth of the
river is here about eighty yards: i some pluces', however, it
is enlarged by islands, in others, contracted to eighty or one
hundred feet. Rocks of a grayish colour, and rather friable,
are here found in many places on the rivcl‘.*{é On the banks
grow willows of a different form .ﬁ*om those found below, and
on the margin of the Missisippi; the last are very brite ;
these, on the contrary, arc extremely phant, rcscmbling the
osier, of which they are probably a species.

At noon, on the 24th, they arrived at the confluence of the
Jesser Missourl with the Washita ; the former is a consider-
able branch, perhaps the fourth of the Washita, and comes
in from the left hand.  The hunters often ascend the Little
Missouri, but are not inclined to penetrate far up, because it
reaches near the great plains or piairies upon the Red river,
visited by the lesser Osage tribes of Indiams, settled on Ar-
kansa ; these last frequently carry war into the Cadadoquis
tribe settied on the Red river, shout west south-west from
this place, and indeed they are reported not to spare any nation
or people. They are prevented from visiting the head waters of
the Washita, by the steep hills in which they rise. These
mountains are so difficule to travel over, that the savages not
having an object sufficiently destrable, never atterapt to penee
trate to this river, and it is supposed to be unknown to the
nation. The Cadadoquis (or Cadaux, as the French pro-
nounce the word) may be considered as Spanish Indians ;
they boast, and it is said, with truth, that they never have im-
brued their hands in the biood of a white man. It is said
that the stream of the Little Missowi, some distance from
its mouth, flows over a bright splendid bed of mineral of «
yellowish white colour, (most probably martial pyrites) that

o s 7_‘hc bankb‘ rise into hills of free stone of a very sturp aud fiue g, Gt
fgr grind stoues.  The stratz reopnlar, inddining from 209 to 507 dowa the
riyer.
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thirty years ago, several of the inhabitants, hunters, worked
upon this mine, and sent a quantity of the ore to the govern.
ment at New-Orleans, and they were prohibited from work-
ing any more. R )

There is a great sameness in the appearance of the river .
banks : the islands-are skirted with osier, and immediately
within, on the bank, grows a range of birch trees and some
willows ; the more clevated banks are covered with cane,
among which grows the oak, maple, elm, sycamore, ash,
hickory, dog-wood, holly, iron-wood, &c. From the pilat
they learned- that there is a body of excellent land on the Lit.
tle Missouri, particularly on the creck called the “ Bayeau a
terre noire,” which falls: into it. “This land extends to Red
river, and is connected with the great prairies which form the
hunting grounds of the Cadaux nation, consisting of about
two hundred warriors. They are warlike, but frequently un-
able to defend themselves against the tribe of Osages, set-
tled on the Arkansa river, who passing round the mountains
at the head of the Washita, and along the prairies, which se-
parate them from the main chain on the west, where the wa-
ters of the Red and Arkansa rivers have their rise, pass into
the Cadaux country, and rob and plunder them.

The water in the river Washita rising, the party are ena-
bled to pass the numerous rapids and shoals which they
meet with in the upper country ; some of which are difficult
of ascent. The general height of the main banks of the ri-
ver is from six to twelve feet above the level of the water;
the land is better in quality, the canes, &c. showing a mare
luxuriant vegetation. - It is subject to-inundation, and shows
a brown soil, mixed with sand. Near Cach Magon (Mai-
son’s hiding place) on the right, they stopped to examine 2
supposed coal mine: doctor Hunter, and the pilot, set out
for this purpose, and at about a mile and a half north-west
from the boat, in the bed of a ereek *, they found a sub-
stance similar to what they had before met with under that
name, though more advanced towards a state of perfect coal.
At the bottom of the creek, in a place then dry, was found
detached pieces of from fifty to one hundred pounds weight,
adjoining to which lay wood changing into the same sub-
stance. A stratum of this coal, six inches thick, lay on both
sides of this litile creek, over another of yellow clay, and co-
vered by one foot of gravel ; onthe gravel is eight inches of
loam, which bears a few inches of vegetable mould. Th_ls
stratum of coal is about three feet higher than the water i

% Called Coual-mine creek.
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the creek, and appears manifestly to have been, at some pe-
riod, the surface of the_ ground. The gravel and loam have -
been deposited there since, by the waters. Some pieces of
this coal were very black and solid, of an homogeneous ap-
pearance, much resembling pit coal, but of less specific gra-
vity. Itdoes not appear sufficiently 1mpregnated. with bitu-
men, but may be considered as vegetable matter in the pro-
gress of transmutation to coal. ] i
Below the “ Bayau' de Peau Froide,” which rans into the
Washita from the right, the river is one hundred and seventy
yards, flowing through tolerably good land. '.I“hey. passed a
beautiful forest of pines, and on the 28th fell in with an old
Dutch hunter and his party, consisting in all of five persons.
‘I'his man has resided forty years on the Washita, and be-
fore that period has been up. the Arkansa river, the White ¥i-
ver, and the river St. Francis; the two la._st, he informs, are
of difficult navigation, similar to the Washita, but the Arkan-
sariver is of great magnitude, having a large and broad chane-
nel, and when the water is low, has great sand banks, like
those in the Missisippi.  So far as he has been up it the navi-
gation is safe and commodious, without impediments from
rocks, shoals,” or rapids; its bed being formed of mud and
sand. Thesoll on it is of the fust rate quality. The country
is easy of access, being lofty open forests, uncmbarrassed by
canes or under growth. The water is disagrecable to drink,
being of a red colour, and brackish when the river is low. A
multitude of creeks which flow into the Arkansa furnish
sweet water, which the voyager is obliged to carry with him
for the supply of his immediate wants. This man confirms
the accounts of silver being abundant up that viver: he has
not been so high as to see it himsclf, but says he reccived a
silver pin from a hunter, who assured himg that he had him-
self collected the virgin silver from the rock, out of which
he made the epinglete by hammering it out. LThe tribe of
the Osage live higher up than this position, but the hunters
rarely go so high, being afraid of these savages, who are at
war with all the world, and destroy all strangers they meet
with. It is reported that the Arkansa nation, with a part of
the Choctaws, Chickasaws, Shawneese, &c. have formed a
league, and are actually gone, or going, 800 strong, against
these depredators, with a view to destroy or drive them en-
tircly off, and possess themselves of their fine prairies, which
are most abundant hunting ground, being plentifully stocked
with buffaloe, elk, deer, bear, and every other beast of the
chase common to those Jatitndes in America. This hunter
having given information of a small spring in their vicinity,

1
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from which he frequently supplied himself by evaporating
the water, doctor Hunter, with a party, accompanied him, on
the morning of the 29th November, to the place. They
found a saline, about a mile and a half north of the cami)
from whence. they set out, and near a creek which enters the
‘Washita a little above. . It is situated in the bottom of the
bed of a.dry gulley. - The surrounding land is rich, and well
timbered, but subject to inundation, except an Indian mount
on the creek side, having a base of eighty or a hundred feet
diameter, and twenty feet high. After digging about three
feet, through blue: clay, they came to a quicksand, from which
the water flowed in abundance: its taste was salt and bitter,
resembling ‘that: of waterin the océan.” -In.a second hole it
required thém to dig six feet before they reached the quick-
sand, in doing which they threw up ‘several broken pieces of
Indian pottery. The specific gravity, compared with the ri.
ver, was, from the first pit, or-that three feet deep, 1,02720,
from the'second pit, or that six feet deep, 1,02104, vielding a
saline mass, from the evaporation of ten guarts, which, when
dry, weighed eight ounces : this brine 1is, therefore, about the
same strength as that of the ocean on our ccast, and twice
the strength of the famous licks in Kentucky called Bullet’s
lick, and Mann’s lick, from which so much salt is made.

The ¢ fourche de Cadaux,” (Cadadoquis fork) which they
passed on the morning of the 30th, is about one hundred
yards wide at its entrance into the Washita, from the left:
immediately beyond which, onthe same side, the land is high,
probably elevated three hundred feet above the water. The
shoals and rapids here impede their progress. At noon they
deduced their latitude, by -observation, to be 30° 11" 37" N,
Receiving information of another salt lick; or saline, doctor
Hunter landed, with a party, to view it.. The pit was found
in a low flat place, subject to be overflowed from the river; it
was wet and muddy, the earth on the surface yeilow, but on
digging through about four feet of blue clay, the salt water
cozed from a quick sand. ~ Ten quarts of this water produc-
ed, by evaporation, six ounces of a saline mass, which, from
taste, was principally marime salt; to the taste, however, it
showed an admixture of soda, and muriated magnesia, but the
marine salt greatly preponderated. The specific gravity was
about 1,076, probably weakened from the rain which had fal-
len the day before. . The ascent of the river becomes more
troublesome, from the rapids and currents, particularly at the
“ jsle du bayan des Roches” (Rocky creek island) where it
required great exertions, and was attended with some hazard
to pass them. This island is threc fourths of 2 milein length.
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The river presents a series of shoals, rapids, and small cata-
racts ; and they passed several points of high land, full of
rocks and stones, much harder and more solid than they had
yet met with. ‘

The rocks were all silicious, with their fissures penetrated
by sparty matter. Indications of iron were frequent, and
fragments of poor ore were common, but no rich ore of that,
or any other metal, was found. Some of th¢ hills appear well
adapted to the cultivation of the vine ; the soil being a sandy
loam, with a considerable proportion of gravel, and a superf-
cial covering of good vegetable black earth. . The natural
productions are, several varieties of oak, pine, dogwood, holly,
&c. with a scattering undergrowth of whortleberry, hawthorn,
china briar, and a variety of small vines. - ‘

Above the Isle de Mallon, the country wears another pros-
pect, high lands and rocks frequently approach the river.
"The rocks in grain, resemble free stone, and are hard enough
to be used as hand mill stones, to which purpose they are fre-
quently applied. The quality of the lands improves, the stra-
tum of vegetable earth being from six to twelve inches, of a
dark-brown colour; with an admixture of loam and sand.
Below Deer Island they passed a stratum of free stone, fifty
feet thick, under which is a quarry of imperfect slate in per-
pendicular layers. - About a leagne from the river, and a little
_above the slate quarry, is a considerable plain, called “ Prairie
de Champignole,” often frequented by buffaloe.  Some salt
Yicks are found near it, and in many sitbations on both sides
of this river, there are said to be salines which may hereafter
be rebdered very productive, and from which the futare set«
tlements may be abundantly supplied.

About four miles below the “ chuttes,” (falls) they, froma
good observadon, found the latitude 34° 21' 25" 5. The land
on cither hand continues to improve in quality, with a sufficient
stratum of dark carth of a brownish colour. Hills frequent-
Iy rise out of the level country, full of rocks and stones, hard
and flinty, and often resembling Turkey oll stones.  OF this
kind was a promontory which came in from the right hand, a
little below the chuttes; at a distance it presented the appuear-
ance of rulned buildings and fortifications, and several insulet.
ed masses of rock, conveyed the idea of redoubts and out-
works.  This effect was heightened by the rising of a flock
of swans which had taken their station in the water, at the
foot of these walle.  As the voyugers approached, the birds
floated about majestically on the glassy surface of the water,
and in tremuleus accents seemed to consult upon means of
safety. The whole was asublime picture.  In the alternoon
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of the third of December, they reached the chuites, and found
the falls to be occasioned by a chain of rocks of the same
hard substance seen below, extending in the direction of
north-east and south-west, quite across the river. The water
passes through a number of branches worn by the impetuosi~
ty of the torrent, where it forms so many cascades. The
chain of rock or hill on the left, appears to have been cut down
to its present level by the abrasion of the waters. By great
exertion, and lightening the boat, they passed the chuttes this
evening, and encamped just above the cataracts, and within
the hearing of their incessant roar.

Immediately above " the chuttes, the current of the water
is slow, to another ledge of hard free stone ; the reach be-
tween is spacious, notless than two hundred yards wide, and
terminated by a hill, three hundred feet high, covered with
beautiful pines : this is a fine situation for building. In lat-
titude 34° 25' 48" they passed a very dangerous rapid, from
the number of rocks which obstruct the passage of the water,
and break it into foam. On -the right of the rapid is 2 high
rocky hill covered with very handsome pine woods. The
strata of the rock has an inclination of 30° tothe horizon in
the direction of the river descending. This hiil may be three
hundred or three hundred -and fifty feet high ; a border or
list of green cane skirts the margin of the river, beyond
which generally rises a high, and sometimes a barren hill,
Near another rapid they passed a hill on the left, containing 3
large body of blue slate. A small distance above the bayau
de Saline they had to pass a rapid of one hundred and fifty
yards in length, and four feetand a half fall, which, from its
velocity, the French have denominated “ La Cascade.” Be-
low the cascade there are rocky hills on both sides composed
of very hard free stone, The stone inthe bed of the river,
and which has been rolled from the upper country, was of the
hardest flint, or of a quality resembling the Turkey oil stone.
¢ Fourche au Tigree,” (T'yger’s creek), which comes in
from the right, a little above the cascade, is said to have ma-
ny extensive tracts of rich level land upon it. The rocky
hills here frequently approach the Washita on both sides ; rich
‘bottoms are nevertheless unfrequent; and the upland is
sometimes of moderate elevation and tolerably level. The
stones and rocks here met with have their fissures filled by
sparry and chrystaline matter. : ‘

~ Wild turkies become more abundant and less difficult of
approach than below ; and the howl of the welves is heard
during the night. -

“To the “ Fourche of Calfat,” (Caulker’s creek) where the
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voyage terminates, they 'found‘ level and good land on the
right, and high hills on the le‘tt hanfl._ ) Att_er passing over &
very precipitous rapid, seemingly d1v1a'ed into four steps or
falls, one of which was at least fifteen inches in perpendicu.
far height, and which together. could not be less than five and
a half feet, they arrived at Ellis’s camp, a small distance be-
low the Fourche au Calfat, where they stapped on the sixth of
December, as the pilot considered it the most convenient
landing from whence to carry their necessary baggage tothe hot
springs, the distance being about three leagues. There is a
ereek about two leagues higher up, called * bayau des sour-
ces chauds,” (hot spring ereek) upon the banks of which the
hot springs are situated at about two leagues from its mouth.
The banks of it are hilly, and the roadless eligible than from
Ellis’s camp. , , '
On ascending the hill, to encamp, they found the land ve-
1y level and good, some plants in iiiower, and.a gréat many
evergreen vines ; the forest oak with an admixture of other
woods. The latitude of this place is 34° 27°31" 5. The
ground on which they encamped was about fifty feet above the
water . in the river, and supposed to be thirty feet higher than
the inundations. Hills of considerable height, and cloathed
with pine, were in view, but the land around, and extend.
ing beyond their view, lies handsomely for cultivation. - The
superstratum is of a blackish-brown colour, upon a yellow basis,
the whole intermixed with gravel and blue schistus, frequent.
1y so far decomposed.as to have a strong allummious taste,
From thelr camp, onthe Washita, to the hot springs, a dis
tance of about nine miles, the first six miles of the roadisin
a westerly direction without many sinuosities, and the remain:
der nothwardly, which courses are necessary to avoid some
very steep hills. In this distance, they found three principal
salt licks, and some inferior omes, which are all frequented
by buffaloe, deer, &e.  The soil around them isa white, te-
nacious clay, probably fit for potters® ware ; hence the name
of % glaise,” which the French hunters have bestowed upon
most of the licks, frequented by the beasts of the forest, ma-
ny of which exhibit no saline impregnation. The first two
miles from the river camp is-over level land of the second
rate quality ;' the tdmber chiefly ozk, intermized with other
trees common to the climate, and a few scattering pines. Fur-
ther on, the lands, on either hand, rise into gently swelling
hills, covered with handsome pine woods. ~ The road passes
along 2 valley frequently wet by the numerous rills and
springs of excellent water which issue from the foot of the
hills. - Near the hot sprinss the hills hecome more elevated,
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steeper of ascent and rocky. They are here called moun-
tains, although none of them in view exceed four or five hun-
dred feet in altitude. It is said that mountains of more than
five times the elevation' of these hills are to be seen in the
north-west, towards the sources of the Washita, One of
them is called the glass, crystal, or shining mountain, from
the vast number of hexagonal prisms of very transparent and
colourless crystal. which are found on its surface; they are
generally surmounted by pyramids at one end, -rarely on both.
These crystals do. not produce a double refraction of the rays
of light. Many searches have been made over these moun-
tains for the precious metals, but it is. believed without
SUCCEsss -~ IR o -

At the hot springs they found an open. log cabin, and a
few huts of split beards, all calculated for summer encamp-
ment, and which had been erected by persons resorting to the
springs for the recovery of their health. » '

They slightly repaired thése huts, or cabins, for their ac-
commodation during the -time~ of their detention at. the
springs, for the purpose of examining them and the surround-
ing country ; and making such astronomical observations as
were necessary for ascertaining their geographical position.

It is understood that the hot springs are included within a
a grant of some hundred acres, granted by the late Spanish
commandant of the Washita, to some of his friends, but it is
not believed that 2 regular patent was ever issued for the
place ; and it cannot be asserted that residence, with im-
provement here, form a plea to claim the land upon.

On their arrival they immediately tasted the waters of the
hot springs, that is, after a few minutes cooling, for it was
impossible to approach it with the lips when first taken up,
without scalding : the taste does not differ from that of good
water rendered hot by culinary fire.

.On the 10th they visited all the hot springs., They issue
on the east side of the valley, where the huts are, except one
spring, ‘which rises on the west bank of the creek, from the
sides and foot of a hill. From the simall quantity of calca-
rious matter yet deposited, the western spring does not ap-
pear to be of long standing: a natural conduit probably
passes under the bed of the creekZ and sp;:ph’cs it.  There
are four principal springs rising immediately on the east
bank of the creek, one of which may be rather said to spring
out of the gravel bed of the run ; a fifth, a smaller one than
that “ahove mentioned, as rising on the west side of the
creek ; and a sixth, of the same maguitude, the most north-
erly, and rising near toe bank of the creeks these are all the

0
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sources that merit the name of springs, near the hutg ; but
there is a considerable one below, and all along,, at intervals,
the warm water cozes out, or drops from the bank ints the
creek, as appears from the condensegl vapour floating along
the margin of the creek where the drxppmgs occur.

“The hill from which the hot springs issue is of a conical
form, terminating at the top with a few lqose fragments of
rock, covering a flat space twenty-five fe'evf in diameter. Al
though the figure of the hill is conical, it is not eatirely insu~
lated, but connected with the neighbouring hills by '3 very
narrow ridge. The primitive rock of this .hxll, above the
base, is principally silicious, some part of it being of the
hardest flint, others a free stone extremely compact and solid,
and of various colours. The base of the hill; and for o con-
siderable extent, is composed of a blackish blue schistus,
which ‘divides into perpendicular lamina like blue slate.
The water of the hot springs is, therefore, delivered from the
silicious rock, generally invisible at the surface, from the mass
of calcarious matter with which it is incrusted, or rather bu-
ried, and which is perpetually precipitating from the water of
the springs : a small proportion of iron, in the form of a red
calx, is also deposited ; the colour of which is frequently dis-
tinguistiable in the lime.

In ascending the hill several patches of rich black earth
are found, which appear to be formed by the decomposition
of the calcarious matter: in other situations the superficial
earth is penetrated, orincrusted, by limestone, with fine la.
mina, or minute fragments of iron ore.

The water of the hot springs must formerly have issued at
a greater elevation in the hill, and run over the surface, hav-
ing formed a mass of calcarious rock oné hundred feet per
pendicular, by its deposition. In this high situation they
dound 2 spring, whose temperature was 140° of Farenheit’s
thermometer.  After passing the caicarious region, they
found the primitive hill covered by a forest of not very large
trees, consisting chiefly of cak, pine, cedzr, holly, hawthorn,
and others ‘common to the climate, with a- great variety of
vines, some said to produce black, and others yellow grapes,
both excellent in their kinds.  The soil is rocky, interspexsed
with gravel, sand, and fine vegetable mould.  On reaching
the height of two hundred feet perpendicular, a considerable

<hange in the soil was observable ; it was stony and gravelly,
with a superficial coat of black earth, but immediately under
it lies a stratura of fat, tenacious, soapy, red clay, inclining to
the colour of bright Spanish snuff, homogeneous, with
scarcely any admixture of sand, no saline, but rather a soft
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agreeable taste: the timber diminishes, and the rocks in-
crease in size to the summit. The whole height is estimat-
ed at three hundred feet above the level of the valley.

On examining the four principal springs, or those which
yield the greatest quantity of water, or of the highest tem
perature, No. 1 was found to raise the mercury to 150°, No.
2 to 154°, No. 3 to 136°, and No. 4 to 132 degrees of Fa.
renheit’s thermometer: the last is on the west side of the
creek: No. 3 is a small basin, In which there is a considera-
ble quantity of green matter, having much the appearance of
a vegetable body, but detached from the bottom, yet connect-
ed with it by something like a stem, which rests in calcarious
matter. - The body of one of these psendo plants was from
four to- five inches in diameter; the bottom a smooth film of
some tenacity, and the apper surface divided into ascending
fibres of half or three-fourths of an inch long, resembling the
gills of a fish, in transverse rows. * A little further on was an-
other small muddy basin, in which the water was warm to
the finger: In it was a vermes.about half an inch long, mov-
ing with a serpentine or vermicular motion. It was invaria-
bly observed, that the green matter forming on the stones and
leaves covered a stratum of calcarious earth, sometimes a lit.
tle hard, or brittle, at others soft and imperfect. From the
bottora of one of the hot springs a frequent cbullition of gas
was observed, which not having the means of collecting, they
could not ascertain its nature: it was not inflammabdle, and
there is litde doubt of its being carbonic acid, from the guan-
tity of lime, and the iron, held in solution by the water.

They made the following rough estimate of the quantity of
water delivered by the springs. There are four principal
springs, two of inferior note ; one rising out of the gravel,
and a number of drippings and drainings, all issuing from
_the margin, or from under the rock which overhangs the
creek. Of the four first mentioned, three deliver nearly
equal quantities; but No. 1, the most considerable, delivers
about five times as much as one of the other three ; the ;wo
of inferior note may, together, be equal to one; and i the
droppings, and small springs, are probably under-rated at
double the quantity of one of the three; that is, all together,
they will deliver a quantity equal 1o eleyen. times the water
issuing from the one most commediously sitmated {or mea-
surement. - This spring filled 3 vessel of cleven quarts in ele-
ven seconds ; hence, the whale quantity of hot water deliver-
ed from the springs at the base of the hill, is 165 gallons in =
minute; or 3771} hogsheads in 24 hours, which is equal to a
handsome brook, and might work an aver-shot mill, In cocl
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weather condensed vapour is seen rising out of the gravel bed
of the creek, from springs which cannot be taken into ac-
count. ‘During the summer and fall the creek receives little
or no water but what is supplied by the hot springs: at that
season itself is a hotbath, too hot, indeed, near the springs ;
so that a person may choose the temperature most agreeable
to himself, by selecting a patural basin near to, or farther
from, the principal springs. At three or four miles below the
springs the water is tepid and unpleasant to drink,

From the western mountain, estimated to be of equal
height with that from which the hot springs flow, there are
several fine prospects. The vally of the Washita, comprehend-
ed between the hills on cither side, seemed a perfect flat, arxd
about twelve miles' wide. On all hands were seen the hills,
or mountains; as they are here called, rising behind each other.
In the -direction of north, the most distant were estimated to
be fifty miles off, and are supposed to be those of the Arkan.
sa river, or the rugged mountains which divide the waters of
the Arkansa from those of the Washita, and prevent the Osage
Indians from visiting the latter, of whom they are supposed
ignorant; otherwise their excursions here would prevent this:
place from being visited by white persons, or other Indisns.
In a south-west direction, at about forty miles distance, is seen
a perfectly level ridge, supposed to be the high prairies: of the
Red river. ‘ :

Notwithstanding the severity of the weather, a considera-
ble number, and some variety of plants swere in flower, and
others retainéd their verdure: indeed the. ridge was more
temperate than the vally below ; there it was cold, damp, and
penetrating; here dry, and the atmosphere mild. = Of the
plants growing here was a species of cabbage : the plants grow
with expanded leaves, spreading on the ground, of a deep
green, with a shade of purple : the taste of the cabbage was
piainly predominant with anagreeable warmth inclining to
that of the radish; several tap-roots penetrated into the soil,
of a white colour, having the taste of horse-radish, but much
milder. A quantity of them taken to the camp and dressed,
proved palatable and mild. " It is not probable that cabbage’
seed has been scattered on this ridge ; the hunters ascending
this river bave always had different objects.  Until further
clucidation, this cabbage wust be considered as indigenous to
this cequestered quarter, and may be depominated the cab-
vage radish of the Waslita.  They found a plant, then green;
calied by the French “racine rouge,” (red root), which is said
to ' be a speci u in female olstructions ; it has also been used,

i
necili
cembined with the China roat, 1. dye red, the last probably

i
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acting as-:a mordant. The top of this ridge is covered with
rocks of aflinty kind, and so very hard as to be improper for
gun-flints, for when applzed to that use it soon digs cavities in
the hammer of the lock. . This hard stone is generally white,
but frequently clouded with red, brown, black and other
colours. Here and there fragmen*s of iron stone were met
with, and where 2 tree had been overturaed, its roots brought
to view fragments of schistus, which were suﬁ“ermg decomposi~
tion from exposure to the atmcsphere. On digging where
the slope of the hill was precipitous, they found the second
stratum to be a reddish clay, resembling that found on the
conical hill; east of the camp. . At two-thirds down the hill,

the rock was a hard freestone, intermixed with fragments of
flint, which had probably rolled from above. = Still lower was
found a blue schistus, in a state tending to decomposition where
exposed to the atmosphere, but hard and resembling coarse

slate in the interior. Many stones had the appearance of
Turkey oil stones : at the foot of the hill it expands into good
farming lands.

Dr. Hunter, upon examining the waters of the hot springs,
obtained the follo wing results ;

It differed nothing from the hotwater in smell or taste, but
caised a slight eructation shortly after drinking it.

.- Its specific gravity is equal to rain or distilled water.

Ft gave to litamus paper, aslight degree of redness, evine-
ing the presence of the carbonic acxd or fized air sulphuric,
and threw down a few detached ;‘artx\.ks. Oxzylat of ammo-
niac cansed a deposition and white cloud, showing the pre-
sence of:a small portion of lime. . Prusiat of potash produced
a slight and scarcely perceptible tinge of blue, designating the
presence of a small quantity of iron.

Sixteen pounds of water evaporated to drymess left ten
grains of a gray powder, which proved to be ime.

The myrtle wax tree grows in the vicinity. of the springs,
At the season in which the voyagers were there, the wax was
o longer green, but had changed its colour 10 a grayish-white,
from its long exposure to the weather. The berry when ex-
amined by a microscope, is less than the smallest garden pea,
approaching to an oval in form. - The nuclus, or real sced, is
the size of the seed of a radish, and is covered with 2 number
of kidney shaped glands, of a brown colour and sweet taste;
these glands secrete the wax whxch corpletely envelopes
them, and, at this season, gives to the whole the appearance of
an imperfectly white berry. This is a valuable plant, and
merits attention: its favourite position is a dry soil, rather
poor, and looking down upon the water. It is well adapted



110

to otnament the targins of canals, lakes, or rivulets. The
cassina yapon, is equally beautiful, and proper for the same
purpose : -It grows here along the banks of this stony creek,
mtermingled with the myrtle, and bears a beautiful little red
berry, very much résembling the red currant, '

The. rock through which the hot springs either pass or
trickle over, appears undermined by the waters of the.creek.
The hot-water is continually depositing c¢alcarious, and, per~
haps, ‘some - silicious . matter, forming -new rocks, always
augmenting and projecting their promontories- over the run-
ning water of the creek, which prevents its formation below
the surface. 'Wherever this calcariousjcrust is seen spreading
over the bank and margin of the creek, there, most certainly,
the hot water will be found, either running over the surface, or
through some channel, perhaps below the new rock, or drip-
ping from the edges of the overhanging precipice. - The pro-
gress of nature in the formation of this new rock is curious,
and worthy the attention of the mineralogist. When the
hot water issues from the fountain, it frequently spreads over
a superficies of some extent ; so far as it reaches, on either
hand, there is a deposition of, or growth of green matter. Se-
veral lamina of this green matter will be found lying over each
other, and immediately under, and in contact. with the infe-
rior lamina, which is not thicker than paper, is found a
whitish substance resembling a coagulum ; when viewed with
a ‘microscope, this last is also found to' consist of :several,
sometimes a good number.of lamina, of which that next the
green is the finest and thinnest, being the last formed ; those
below increasing in thickness and tenacity until the last termi-
nates in a soft earthy matter, which reposes in the more. so-
lid rock. Each lamina of the coagulum is penctrated in all
its parts by calcarious grains, extremely minute, and divided
in the more recent web, but much larger, and occupying the
whole of the inferior'lamina. The understratum is continu-
ally consolidating, and adding bulk and height to the rock.
When this acquires such an elevation as to stop the passage
of the water, it finds another course over the rock, hiil, or
margin of the cresk, forming, in turn, accumulations of mat-
ter over the whole of. the adjacent space. When the water
has found itself a new chanuel, the green matter, which
sometimes acquires a thickness of half an inch, is speedily
converted into a rich vegewable earth, and becomes the food
of plants, The surface of the calearious rock also decom-

poses and forms the thickest black mould, intimately mixed
with a considerable portion of soil ; plants and trees vegetate
taxuriantly upon it. :
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_On examining a piece of ground upon which the snow dis-
solved as it fell, and which was. covered with herbage, they
found, in some places, a‘calcarious crust onthe surface’; but
in general a depth of from five inches to a foot of the richest
black mould. The surface was sensibly warm to the touch.
In the air the mercury in the thermometer stood at 44° ; when
placed four inches under the surface, and covered with earth,
it rose rapidly to 68°; and upon the calecarious rock, eight in-
inches beneath the surface, it rose to 80°. This result was
uniform over the whole surface, which was about a quarter of
an acre. - oo L ‘

On searching they found a spring, about fifteen inches un-
der the surface, -in the water of which the thermometer
showed .a" temperature of 130°. Reneath the black mould
was found a brown mixture of lime and silex, very loose and
divisible, apparently in a state of decomposition, and pro-
gressing towards the formation of black mould; under this
brownish mass it became gradually white and harder, to the
depth of from six to twelye inches, where it was a calcarious
sparkling stone, - It was evident that the water had passed
over this place, and formed a flat superficies of silicious lime
stone 3. and that its position, neatly level, had facilitated the
accumulation of earth, in proportion as the decomposition ad-
vanced. Similar spots of ground were found higher up the
hill, resembling little savannas, near which hot springs were
always discovered, which had once flowed over them. It ap-
pears probable that the hot water of the springs, at an early
period, had all issued from its grand reservoir in the hill, at a
much -greater elevation than at present. The calcarious
crust may be traced up, in most situations, on the west side of
the hill, looking down the creek and valley, to a certain height,
perhaps one hundred feet perpendicular ; in this region the
hill rises precipitously, and is studded with hard silicious
stones ; below, the descent is more gradual, and the soil a
calcarious black earth. - It is easy to discriminate the primi-
tive hill from that which has accumulated, by precipitation,
from the water of the springs ; this last is entirely confined
to the west side of the hill, and washed at its base by the wa-
ters of the creek, no hot spring being visible in any other
part of its circumference. By actual measurement along the
base of the hill, the influence of the springs is found to ex-
tend seventy perches, in a direction a little to the east of
north : along the whole of this space the springs have depo-
sited stony matter, calcarious, with an addition of silex, or
crystalized lime. The accumulation of calcarious matter is
more considerable at the north end of the hill than the south:
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the first may be above a hundred feet perpendicular, but
sloping much more gradually than the primitive hill- above,
until it aléproaches the creek, where not unfrequently it terw
minates in a precipice of from six to twenty feet. The difs
ference between the primitive and secondary hill' is so strik-
ing, that a superficial observer must notice it ; the. first is .re-
gularly very steep, and studded with rock and stone of the
hardest flint, and other silicious compounds, and a superficies
of ‘two or three inches of good mould covers ared clay; be-
low, onthe secondary hill, which carries evident marks.of re-
cent formation, no flint, or silicious stone, is found ; the cal«
caricus rock conceals all from view, and is itself frequently
covered by much fine rich. earth. It would seem that this
compound, precipitated from the hot waters, yields easily to
the mfluence of the atmosphere ; for where the waters cease
to flow over any portion of the rock, it speedily decomposes ;
probably more rapidly from the heat communicated from the
interior of the hill, as insulated masses of the rock are ob-
served to remain without change.

The cedar, the wax myrtle, and the cassina yapon, all ever
greens, attach themselves particularly to the calcarious region,
and -seém to- grow and thrive even in the clefts of the solid
vocky o
A egpring, enjoying . a- freedom: of position, proceeds with
great regularity in depositing the matter it holds in selution ;
the border or rim of its basin forms an elevated ridge, from
whence proceeds a glacis all around, where the waters have
flowed for some time over one part of the brim ; this bee
comes more elevated, and the water has to seek a passage
where there is less resistance ; thus forming, In miniature, a
crater, resembling in shape the conical suamit of a volcano.
The hill being steep above, the progress of petrifaction is stop-
ped on that side, and the waters continue to flow and spread
abroad, incrusting the whole face of the hill blow.  The last
{ormed calcarious border of the circular basin is soft, and
easily divided; at a small depth it is more compact ; and at
the depth of six inches it is generally hard white stone,  Tf
the bottom of the basin is stirred up, o quantity of the red
calx of iron rises, and escupes over the summit of the crater.

Visitants to the hot springs huving observed shrabs and
trees with their roots in the hot water, have been induced to
try experiments, by sticking branches of trees in the run of
hot water.  Some branches of the wax myrtle wer: found
thrust into the hottom of a spring ron, the water of which was
130° by Fahrenhei’s thermometer; the foliage and fruic of
the branch, werimerican Journeys - wwwamerican fourney arg but at the sor-
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face of the water roots were actually sprouting from it: on
pulling it up, the part which had penetrated the hot mud, was
fonnd. decayved. : :
The green substance discoverable at the bottom of the hot
springs, and which at first sight has the appearance of plush,
on examination by the microscope, was found to be a vegeta-
ble production. = A film of green matter spreads itself on the
calcarious base; from which rise fbres more-than half an
inch'in length, forming a beautifal vegetation. * Before the
microscope it sparkled with innumerable nodules of lime,
some part of which was beausifully crystalized.. This cir-
cumstarice might cause a doubt of its being a true vegetable,
. but its great resemblance to some of the mosses, particularly
the byssi, and the discovery which ¥r. Dunbar made of its
being the residence of animal life, confirmed his belief in'its
being @ true moss.  After a diligent sentch, he discovered a
very minute sheli<fish, of the bivalve kind, inhabiting this
moss: its shape nearly that of the fresh water muscle ; the co-
lour of the shell a grayish brown, with spots of a purplish co-
Jours When the animal is undisturbed, it opens the shell,
and. thrusts out four legs, very transparent, and articulated
like those of a° quadruped; the extremities of the fore legs
are very slender and sharp, but those of the hind legs, some-
what broader, apparently armed with minute woes: from the
extremity of each shell, issues three or four forked hairs,
which the animal seems to possess the power of moving; the
{ore legs are probably formed for making incisions into the
moss, for the purpose of procuring access to the juices of the
living plant, upon which, no doubt, it feeds: it may be provid-
ed with a probosis, although it did not appear while the animal
was under examination: the hibd legs are well adapted for
propelling it in its progress over the moss, or through the
water.
1t would be desirable to ascertain the cause of that perpetual
fire which keeps up the high temperature of so many springs
as flow from this hill] at a considerable distance from each
cther ¢ upon looking around, however, suficient data for the
solution of the difficulty is not discoverable, Nothing of a
voleanic nature 1s 1o be seen in this country; neither could
they learn that any evidence in favour of such a supposition,
vwas to be found in the mountains connected with this river.
An immense bed of dark blue schistus appears to form the
base of the kot spring hill, and of all those In its neighbour-
hood @ the bottom «f the creek is formed of it; and picces
are froqueontly met with vendeved solt by decomposition, and
nossessing o stvong alumnious taste, requiring nething but
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Liziviation and crystalization to complete the manufacture of
allum. As bodies undergoing chemical changes generally
produce an alteration of temperature, the heat of .these,
springs may be owing to the disengagement of chaloric, or
the decomposition ot the schistus: another, and perhaps a
more satistactory canse may be assigned: it is well known,
that within the circle of the waters of this river, vast beds of
martial pyrites exist; they have not yet, however, been disco-
vered in the vicinage of the hotsprings, but may, neverthe-
less, form lmmense beds under the bases of these hills; and
as in one place at least, there is evidence of the presence of
bitumen %, the union of these agents will, in the progress of
decomposition, by the admission of air and moisture, produce
- degrees of heat capable of supporting the phenomena of the
hot springs. No sulphuric acid is present m this water ; the
springs may be supplied by the vapour of heated water, as-
cending from caverns where the heat is generated, or the heat
may be immediately applied to the bottom of an immense na-
tural caldron of rock, contained in the bowels of the hill, from.
which as a reservoir the springs may be supplicd.

A series of accurate observations determined the latitude
of the hot springs to be 34° 31" 4", 16 N. and long. 6% 11°
257, or 92° 50" 45" west from the meridian of Greenwich.

While Mr. Dunbar was making arrangements for transport-
ing the baggage back to the river camp, doctor Hunter, with
2 small party, went on an exeursion into the country. e
left the hot springs on the morning of the 27th, and after tra-
velling sometimes over hills and steep craggy mountains with
narrow valieys between them, then up the vallevs and general-
Iy by the side of a brunch emptying into the Washita, they

reached the main branch of the Calfwe i the evening, about
fve mifes from the springs.  The stones they met with

e tirst part of the duy were silicious, of a whitish-
gray, with fints, white, erenme-coloured, red, & The s
of the rivulets, md ofien 2 considerable way up the hills,
stowed immense bodies of schistus, both blue and STHY, SN
of 1t chilorescing and tasting strongly of allum. ‘I latter
part of the day, Gey travelled over and between bills of black,
hard and compuet Gt in shapeless masses, whithschist ws b
these high grounds vou distinesly per-
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Tne next day, which wag stormy, they reached a -bran.h of
the bayau de saline; which stretches towards the Arkansa, and
empties into the Washita many leagues below, having gone
about twelve miles. The mountains they had passed being
of the primitive kind which seldom produce metals, and hav-
ing hitherto seen nothing of a mineral kind, a little poor iron
- ore excepted, and the face of the country, as far as they could
see, presenting the same aspect; they returned to the camp,
‘at the hot springs,; on the evening of the thirticth, by another
route, in which they met with nothing worthy notice,
In conseéqience of the rains which had fallen, Mr. Dunbar,
-and those who were transporting ‘thie baggage. to the river
_camp, found the road watry. - Thesoil onthe flat lands under -
the stratum of vegetable mould is yellowish, and consisis of
decomposed schistus, of which there are immense beds in
every state of dissolution, from the hard stone recently un-
covered and partially decomposed to the yellow and apparent-
lv homogencous earth.. The covering of vegetable.earth be-
tween ‘the ‘hills snid the river is, in most-places, . sufficieniy
thick to constitute a good soil, being from four to six inches ;
and it is the opinion of the people upon the Washita, that
wheat will grow here to great perfection.  Although the high-
er hills, three hundred to six hundred feet in height, are very
rocky, yet the inferior hills, and the sloping bases of the first,
are generally covered with a soil of a middling quality. The
“natural productions are sufficiently luxuriant, consisting chiefly
of black and red oak, intermixed with a variety of other
woods, and a considerable undergrowth. Even on these rocky
hills are three or four species of vines; said to produce annual-
ly an abundance of excellent grapes. -A. great. variety of
plants which grow here, some of which in their season are
said to produce flowers highly ornamental, would probably
reward the researches of the botanist.. . -
. On the morning of the 8th January, 1805, the party left
Ellig’s on the river camp, where they had been detained for
several days, waiting for such & rise in the waters of the ri-
ver; as would carry their boat in safety over the numerous
rapids below. A rise of about six feet, which had takén
place the evening before, determined them to move this
morning ; and they passed the chutres about one o’clock.
They stopped to examine the rocky promontary below these
falls, and took some specimens of the stone which so much
resembles the Turkey oil stone. It appears too hard. The
strata of this. chain were observed to run perpendicularly
nearly east and west, crossed by fissures at right angles from
five to eight feet apart; the lamina from  one fourth of an
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inch to five inches in thickness.  About alen gue below, they
landed at Whetstone hill and took several qpecxmers. Thm
projecting hill is a mass of grayish blue schistus of considera~
hle hardness, and about twenty feet perp endicular,  not re~
gularly so, anid from a quarter to two inches in th}clmess, but
does not split with an even surfaces

They landed again on the morning of the 9th, insight of
the bayaw de Ta prairie de champxz:no ¢, to cxamine and take
qpcunwrs of some free stone and blue slate. The slate is a
blue schistus, hard, brittle, and unfic for the covering of a
house ; none proper for that pur poae have been discovered,
except on the Calfat, which L‘. funter met with in one of
his excursions.

On the eve of the 10th they encamped near Arclon’s
Troughs, havn.g been only three davs (Lsc.endlnr» the dis-
tance which took- thcm thirteen to ascend. Thc,y stopped
aome time atthe camp of a Mr. Le Fevre. Heis an intelli-
gent man, a native of the Ilinois, but now residing at the
Arkansas. e came here with some Delaware and other In-
dizns, «hom he hdd fitted out with good%, and reccives
their peltry, fur, &e. at a stipulated price, as itis brought in by
the hunters. Mz. I ¢ Fuovre possesses considerabie know=
ledge of the imterior of the couniry ; he counfirms the ac-
counts before obmmt.d, that the hills or mountuins which give
rise to this little river are Ina munner insulated ; thatis, they
are entirely shut in and enclosed by the immense plains or
prairies which extend beyond the Red river, to the south, and
bevond the Missouri, or at least some of its branches, to the
novih, and range ﬂf(mg the castern base of the grent chain,
or cividing nr]m‘ commoniy kuown by 1hu name of the.
send hilis, which scparate the waters of the Missisippi fromy
those which fall into the Pacific orenn. Fh‘( breadth of this
areat plain is not well ascerivined. 1t is said by seme

to be st certaln parts, or i eeriain directions, not less
then two hundred leagues s bur Bt is agreed by ol who
have a F:l'.fﬂ.:'l(d;gr of the wesiern CORmtY, that the mean
reacith i at Jeast two thirds ()1 that distance. A branch of

Selbsourt catlod the river Platte, or Shallow river, is said

to tele its rise so far south ns to derive s first waters from

veighbowheod of e sources of the Red and Arkansa
¥ the expression plains or pradvics in this place, is
R0t 10 i dnckorstand a dend n(, T m!)iing certain savannas,
whose roil I «iff and  fmperetrable, often under water, and
bearing only n coarse gross vese mblmnr reeds 5 very different
are the westernprairies, which expression signifies only a coun-
v withour Gmbers Thes prairies are neither flat nor hilly,
but undulating inta gentdy swelling lawns, and expanding into

my
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spacious vallies, in the centre’ of which is always found a lit-
tle timber growing on the banksof the brooks and rivulets of
the finest waters. ‘The whole of these prairies are represented
t0o be composcd of the richest and most fertile soil ; the most
fuxuriant and succulent herbage covers the surface of the
c,’u*th, interspersed  with millions of flowers and flowering
shrubs, of the most ornamental kinds. Those who have
viewed only a skirt of these prairies, speak of them with en-
thusiasm, as'if it was only there that nature was to be found
truly perfect ; they declare, that the fertility and beauty of
the rising grounds, the extreme richness of the vales, the
cooiness and excellent quality of the water found in every
va‘lcﬂ', the salubrity of the atmosphere, and above all the
grandeur of the enchanting landscape which this country pre-
scnts, inspire the soul with sensations not be felt in any other
"cgion of the globe, This paradise is now very thinly inha-
hited by a few trlbes of savages, and by the imniense herds of
wild cattle, (bison) which people these countries. The cat-
tle perform regular migrations, according to the seasons,
from south to north, and from the plains to the mountains ;
and in due time, taught by their instincts, take a retrograde
direction. These tuoes move in the rear of the hcrds, and
pick up stragglers, and such as lag behind, which they kill
with the bow and arrow, for theu‘ subsistence. The country
is not subjected tothose sudden deluges of rain, which in most
hot countries,and even in the Missisippl territory, tear up and
sweep away with irresistible fury, the crop and scil together :
on the contrary, rain is said to become more rare in propor-
tion as the great chain of mountain s approached ; and it
would seem that within the sphere of the attraction of those
elevated ridges, little or no ran fulls on the adjoining plains.
This relation is the more credible, as in that respect our new
country may resemble other flat or comparatively low coun-
ries, similarly situated ; such as the country lying between
the Andes and the western Pacific ; the plains are supplied
with nightly dews so extremely abundant, asto have the effect
of refreshing i showers of vain; and the spaciousvaliies, whichare
extremely level, may with facility, be watered by the rills and
brooks which are never absent ﬁom these situations. Such is
the description of the better known country lying to the south
of Red Il\d‘ from Nacogdoche towards St. Antonio, in
the P"PV nee of Taxus : the richest crops are 'said to be pro-
cured there thhoat rain; but agriculture in that quarter is at
a low ebb; the small qmmtxtm of maize furnished by the
country, is said to be raised without cultivation. A rude
opening is made in the earth, sufficient to deposit the grain,at
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the distance of four orfive feet, in irregular squares, and the
rest is left to nature. The soil is tender, spongy, and rich,
and seems alway 1o retain humidity SL.Hith‘.‘nt, with the boun,
teous dews of Heaven, to bring the crops to maturity.

The Red and Arkansa rivers, whose courses are very
long, pass through portions of this fine coanuy. They are
both navigable to an unknown (llbtdll(f(, by boats of proper
cmstruumn ; the Avkansa river is, however, understood to
have frrmtl} the advantage with respect to the hcxhty of na-
vigation. Some difficult places ave met with in the Red i
ver below the Nakitosh, after which it is good for one hunw
dred and fifty leagues (probably computed leagues of the
country, about two miles each); there the voyager meets
with a very serious obstacle, the commencement of the
“ raft,” as it is called ; that is, 2 natural covering which con-
ceals the whole river for an extent of seventeen leagues, con-
tinually augmen.ing by the drift-wood brought down by eve-
1y (Oi‘bldcrd sle fresh, "This covering, meh for a consider-

able tme was only drift-wood, now supnolts a vegetation of
every thing abounding in the neighbouring forest, not ex-
cepting trees of a considerable size ; and the river may be
frequently passed without any kunowledge of its existence.
It 1s said, that the annual inundation is opening for itsell a
new passage through the low grounds near the hills ; but it
must be long before nature, unaided, will excavate a passage
sufficient for the waters of Red river. About fifty leagues

above this natural bridge, is the residence of the Cadeaux or
Cadadoquies nation, whose good qualities are a!rc'tdy M
tioned. The inhabitants estimate the post of Nukitosh to
be half way between New-Orleans and th( Cadeaux nation.
Above tud point the navigation of Red riveris said to he
ewbarrassed by many rapids, falls, and shallows. The Ar-
kansa river is suid to present a safe, agrecable, and uninter-
rupted navigation as high as it is known.  The lands on cach

side ave of the best quadity, and well watered with springs,

brooks, and ri* nidets, affording many situations for mill-scats.
From description it would scem thur along this river there is
a vregalar gradation of hill and dale, presenting their excres
mities to the river ; the hills wee gently swelling ewinences,
and the d::lcs, spacious vailies with livi ing water met mdering
through m(_m. the fw«:afs consist of handsome trees, chiefly
what 15 called open woods e quality of the land is sup-
posed superior to that on hul ¥ w;, until it aseends to the
prairie couatry, where the hnds on both rivers are probably
similare  About two hupdeed leagues ap the Arkansa s an
interesting place ealled the Selt pradeie s there is o consider-
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able fork of the river there, and a kind of savanug where the
salt water is coptinuaﬂy oozing out and spreading over the
surface of aplain. During the diy summer season the sale
may be raked up in large heaps; a natural crust of a hand
breadth in thickness is formed at this season. This place is
not often frequented, on account of the danger from the
Osage Indians ; much less dare the white hunters venture to
ascend higher, where it is generally believed that silver is 1o
be found. It is further said, that high up the Avkansa river
salt is found in form of a solid rock, and may be dug out
with the crow-bar. The waters of the Arkansa, like those
of Red river, are not potable during the dry season, being
both charged highly with a reddish earth or mould, and ex.
tremely brackish.  This inconvenience is not greatly felt up-
on the Arkansa, where springs and brooks of fresh water are
frequent ; the Red river is understood not to be so highly fa.
voured. [Every account seems to prove that immense natu.
ral magazines of salt must exist in the great chain of moun-
tains to the westward; as all the rivers in the summer sea-
son, which flow from them, are strongly impregnated with
that mineral, and are only rendered pelatable after receiving
the numerous streams of fresh water which join them in their
course. The great western prairies, besides the herds of
wild cattle, (bison, commonly called buffaloe) are also stock-
ed with vast numbers of wild goat (not resembling the do-
mestic goat) extremely swift footed. As the description
given of this goat is not perfect, it may from its swifipess
prove to be the antelope, or it possibly may be a goat which
has escaped from the Spanish settlements of New Mexico.
A Canadian, who had been much with ‘the Indians to the
westward, speaks of a wool-bearing animal larger than 2
sheep, the wool much mixed with hair, which he had seen in
large flocks. He pretends also to have seen an unicorn, the
single horn of which, he says, rises out of the forehead and
curls back, conveying the idea of the fossil cornu ammonis,
"This man says he hus travelled beyond the great dividing
ridge so far as to have seen a lurge river owing to the wests
ward.  The great dividing mountain is so lofty that it re-
quires two days to ascend from the base to its top; other
ranges of inferior mountains lie before and behind it ; they
are all yocky and sandy.  Large lakes and valies lie between
the mountains.  Some.of the lakes ave so large asto contain
considerable islands ; and rivers flow from some of them.
Great numbers of fossil boncs, of very large dimensions, are
seen among the mountains, which the Canadian supposes o

} ! ¥ . e 3 o [
be the clephant.  He does not pretend to have seen anv of
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the precious metals, but has seen a mineral which he sup-
poses might yield copper.  From the top of ‘the high moun-
tain the view 1s bounded by a curve as upon the ocean, and ex-
tends over the most beautiful prairies, which seem to be un-
bounded, particularly towards the east. The finest of the
lands he has seen are on the Missouri; no other can com-
pare in richness and fertility with them.

This Canadian, as well as Le Fevre,speak of the Osages of

-the tithe of Whitehairs, as lawless and unprincipled: and the
other Indian tribes hold them in abhorrence as a barharous
and uncivilized race : and the different nations who hunt in
their neighbourhood, have their concerting plans for their de-
struction.  On the morning of the 11th, the party pussed the
petit ecor a Fabri. The osier which grows on the beaches
above, 1s not seen below upon this river; and here they began
to meet with the small.tree called © charnier,” which grows only
on the water side, and is met with all the way down the Washi-
ta.  The latitude of 33° 40" seems the northern boundary of
the one, and the southern boundary of the other of those
vegetables.  Having noticed the limit set to the long moss,
(Telandsia) on the ascent of the river, in latitude 33, Mr.
Dunbar made inquiry of Mr. Le Fevre, asto its existence on
the Arkansa settlement, which is known to lie in about the
same ‘paraflel; he said, that its growth is limited about tey
miles south of the settlement, and that as remarkably, as ¥ a
line had been drawn east and west for the purpose ; as it censes
all at once, and not by degrees.  Hence itappears, that nuture -
has marked with a distingnishing feature, the line established
by congress, between the Orleans and Loulsiana territories.
The cypress is not found on the Washita higher than thirty-
four degrees of north latitude.

In ascending the river, they found their rate of geing to
exceed that of the current about six miles and 2 haif in twenty-
four hours ; and that on the 12th, they had passed the apex of
the tide or wave, occasioned by the fresh, and were descending
along an inclined plane; as they cncamped at night, they
found themsclves in deeper water the next morning, and on a
more elevated part of the inclined plain than they had been
in the preceding evening, from the progress of the apex of
the dde during their reposc.

At noon, on the 16th, they reached the post of the Washita.

Bir. Punbar being aaxions o reach the Nutches ns early
as possible, and bemg wnable o procure hovses at the
post, took a canoe with one soldier and his own domestic, to
push down to the Catahoola, from whenee to Concord there
38 o road of thixtmerican Journeys—wy nds. e set off

rIcanjour
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early on the morning of the 20th, and atnightreached the set-
tlement of an old hunter, with whom he had conversed on his
way up the river. This man informed him, that at the place
called the mine, on the Litlle Missouri, there is a smoke
which ascends perpetually from a particular place, and that
the vapour is sometimes insupportable. The river, or a
branch of it, passes-cver a bed of mineral, which from the
description given is, no doubt, martial pyrites, In a creek,
or branch of the Fourche a” Luke,* there is found on the
beaches and in the cliffs, a great number of globular hodies,
some as large, or larger, than a man’s head, which, when
broken, exhibit the appearance of gold, silver, and precious
stones most probably pyrites and crystalized spar.  And at
the Fourche des Glaises 2’ Paul, (higher up the river than
Fourche a’ Luke), near the river there is a cliff full of hex-
agonal prisms, terminated by pyramids, which appear to grow
out of the rock:  they are from six to eight inches in length,
and some of them are an Iach in diameter.  There are beds
of pyrites found in several small creeks communicating with
the Washita, but it appears that the mineral indications are
greatest on the Little Missouri, because, as before noted, some
of the hunters actually worked on them, and sent a parcel of
the ore to New Orleans. It is the belief here, that the mi-
neral contains precious metal, but that the Spanish govern-
ment did not choose a mine should be opened so near to the
British sewlements. An express prohibition was issued
against working these mines.

At this place, Mr. Dunbar obtained one or two slips of the
« hots dare,” {bow wood) or yellow wood, from the Mis-
souri. The fruit which had fallen before maturity, lay upon
the ground. Some were of the size of a small orange, with a
rind full of tubercles; the colour, though it appeared faded,
still retained a resemblance to pale gold.

The tree in its native soil, whenladen with its golden fruit,
(nearly as large as the egg of an ostrich), presents the most
splendid appeavance ; its foliage is of a deep green, resem-
bling the varnished leaf of the orange tree, and, upon the
whole, no forest tree can compare with it in ornamental gran-
deur. The bark of the young tree resembles, in texture, the
dog wood bark ; the appearance of the wood recommends it
for trial as an article which may yicld a yellow dye. It is
deciduous; the branches are numerous, and full of short thorns
or prickles, which seem to point it out as proper for hedges
or live fences.  This trec is known to exist near the Maki-

3 Three leognes above Dilics camp.
o
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tosh (perhaps in latitude 32%) ?.n_cl upon the river Akansa,
high up (perhaps in lat. 36°); it is therefore probable that it
may thrive from latitude 38° to 40° and will be a_great ac-
quisition to the United States if it possess no other merit
than that of being ornamental.

In descending the river, both Mr. Dunbar and Dr. Hunter
searched for the place said to yield gypsum, or plaister of
Paris, but failed. The former gentleman states, that he has

"no doubt of its existence, having noted two places where it
has been found ; one of whichis the first hill, or high land
which touches the river on the west, above the bayau Calu-
met, and the other is the second high land on the same side.
As these are two points of the same continued ridge, it is
probable that an immense body of gypsum will be found in
the bowels of the hills where they meet, and perhaps extend-
ing far beyond them. '

On the evening of the 22d, Mr. Dunbar arrived at the Ca-
tahoola, where a Frenchman of the name of Hebrard, who
keeps the ferry across Biack river, is settled. Here the road
from the Washita forks, onc branch of it leading to the set-
tlement on Red river, and the other up to the post on the
‘Washita. The proprietor of this place has been a hunter and
a great traveller up the Washita and into the western country :
he confirms generally the accounts reccived from others. It
appears, from what they say, that in the neighbourhood of
the hot springs, but higher up, among the mountains, and upon
the Little Missouri, during the sammer season, explosions
are very frequently heard, proceeding from under the ground:
and not rarely a curious phenomenon isseen, which is termed
the blowing of the mountains; it is confined elastic gas fore-
ing a passage through the side or top of a hill, driving before
it a great quantity of earth and mineral matter.  During the
winter season the explosions and blowing of the mountains
entirely ceases, from whenee we may conclude, that the cause
is comparitively superficial, being brought into action by the
increased heat of the more direct rays of the summer sun.

The confluence of the Washita, Catahoola and Tenza, s
an interesting place.  The lust of these communicates with
the Missisippi low Jands, by the intervention of other ereeks
and lukes, and by onc in particular, called “ Bayau &’ Argent,”
which empties into the Missisippi, about fourtéen miles above
Natches.  During high water there s a navigation for bat.
teawx of any burthen wlong the bayau. A large lake, called
St. Johns lake, occupics u cousiderable part of the passage
between the Missisippi and the T'enza; itis in 2 horse shoe
form, and has, at some former period, been the bed of the
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Missisippi : the nearest part of it is about one mile removed
from the river at the present time. This lake, possessing ele-
vated banks, similar to those of the river, has been lately. oc-
cupied and improved. The Catahoola bayau is the third
navigable stream: during the time of the inundation there is
an excellent communication by the lake of that name, and
from thence, by large creeks, to the Red river. The country
around the point of union of these three rivers is altogether
alluvial, but the place of Mr. Hebrad’s'residence is no longer
subject to inundation. There is no doubt, that as the country
augments in population and riches, this place will become the
site of a commercial inland town, which will keep pace with
the progress and prosperity of the country. One of the In-
dian mounts here1s of a considerable elevation, with a species
of rampart surrounding a large space, which was, no.doubt,
the position of a fortified town.

While here Mr. Dunbar met with an American who pre-
tended to bave been up the Arkansa river three hundred
leagues. The navigation of this river he saysis good to that
distance, for boats drawing three or four feet water. Implicit
faith, perhaps, ought not to be given to his relation, respecting
the quantity of silver he pretends to have collected there. He
says he has found silver on the Washita, thirty leagues above
the hot springs, so rich, that three pounds of it yielded one
pound of silver, and that this was found in a cave, He as-
serts, also, that the ore of the mine upon the little Missouri,
was carried to Kentucky, by a person of the name of Boon,
where it was found to yield largely in silver. This man says
he has been up the Red river likewise, and that there is a
great rapid just below the raft, or natural bridge, and ‘several
others above it ; that the Caddo nation is about fifty leagues
above the raft, and near to their village commences the - coun-
try of the great prairies, which extend four or five hundred
miles to the west of the sand mountains, as they are termed.
These great plains reach far beyond the Red river to the south,
and northward over the Arkansa river, and among the nume-
rous branches of the Missourl. He confirms the account of
the beauty and fertility of the western conntry.

On the morning of the 25¢h Mr. Dunbar set out, on horse-
back, from the Catahoola to Natches. The rain which had
fallen on the preceding days rendered the roads wet and
muddy, and it was two i the afternoon before he reached
the Bayau Crocodile, which is considered half way between
the Black river and the Missisippi. It is one of the nume-
rous creeks in the low grounds which assist in venting the
waters of the inundation.  On the margin of the wa-
ter courses the lands are highest, and produce canes ; they
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fall off, in the vear, into cypress swamps a‘nd lakes. The
waters of the Missisippl were rising, and it was with some
difficulty that they reached a house near Concord that evening,
This settlement was begun since the cession of Louisiana to
the United  States, by citizens of the Missisippt territory,
who have cstablished their residence altogether upon newly
acquired lands, taken up under the audhority gf the Spanish
commandant, and have gone to the expense of improvement
either in the names of themselves or others, before the 20th
December, 1803, hoping thereby to hold their new possess
sions under the sanction of the law.

Exclusive of the few actual residents on the banks of the
Missisippl, there are two very handseme lakes in the inte-
rior, on the banks of which similar scttlements have been
made. He crossed at the ferry, and at mid-day of the 26th
reached his own house. ‘ ;

Dr. Hunter, and the remainder of the party, followed M.
Dunbar down the Washita, with the boat in which they ascend-
ed the river, and, ascending the Missisippi, reached St Ca.
tharine’s landing on the morning of the 31st Januvary, 1805,

e
Commen names of some of the trees, shruds and plants growing

o in the vicinity of the Washeta.

“Punzr kinds of white oak, four kinds of red oak, black
oak, ihree kinds of hickery, one of which has an oblong nut,
white wnd good; chinkapin, three kinds of asl, one of which
18 the prickly, three kinds of elm, two kinds of maple, two
kinds of pine, ved cedar, “sweet gum, black guny, linden, two
kinds of iron wood, growing on high and low knds, sycu-
more, box elder, holly, sweet bay, laurel, riagnolia accumi.
nata, black walnut, filbert, buckeye, dogwood, three kinds
of locust, the three thorned and honey locust, hazie, beech,
wild plun:i, the fruitred, but not good, bois d’are (how wood)

called also bois joune (yellow wood) a fumous vellow dyvj,
three kinds of hawthorn with bermies, rod, searlet and black,
lote tree, for Indian arrows, bois de carbane, a small growth,
and proper for hoops, two kinds of osicr, myre, tooth ache
tree and magnolia,
A vine, bearing large
grape, hill grape, vellow i, vosceding, or fox crape, and
a variety of other vines.  The saw briay, singple rose bris
ar, .:mcz a china root brier, wilkl pevschorry, it o dark red
fruit, throe kinds of whortde Bore, wi
Hower, two sorts of cumacl s
|

pood black propes in buuches, lack

bl possegranade, pussion
ey Berry, winter's green, o
st rod fartoa oo ol o Y

sudd red fariac o ve tin plunt one inch
high, which prows on e snowy, G coten by the e

wany, the silk plany wild ondioe, wild dlive,

dnkoy vk
pink reut, snake



125

root, wild mint of three kinds, coloquintida (bitter apple)
growing along the river side, clover, sheeps clover, life ever-
Tasting, wild lLiquorice, mary gold, missletoe, thistle, wild -
hemp, bull rush, dittany, white and red poppy, yellow jessa-
mipe, poke, f.em, capillaire, honeysuckle, mosses, petu to
make ropes with, wormwood, hops, ipecacuanha, persicaria,
[ndian‘t‘urnip, wild carrot, wild cnion, ginger, wild cabbage,
and bastard indigo.

METEORDLOGICAL Observations made by M. Dunbar and
Doctor Hunter, in their voyage up the Red and Washita
rivers, in the year 1804.

Time of ob. THERMOMETER. |
b e Weather and Meteorological
1
Pay of the Sun’s | 3 8 I1n river‘\ Wind, phenomens, &, ©
month. rise. | P.2. | B, M. { water.
1804,
Qctober 20] 4091809 e 75° .

- 211 60 | 83 . . s. 8. 2. |Light Clouds,

- 29] 85 9 . . * 5,5 E. |Cloudy.

- 23] 61 3 . . .

- 24] 54 68 . %1 v wxw|Cloudy inmorning ; even-
1ng clear,

- 25 48 60 = 68 | North. [Cloudy wiorn; clear even.
ing.

- 96| 40 70 . 65 N. w. 1Light clouds,

- 27 82}l . 64 | North. jHoar frost ; fog on river;

- W] 40 73 56 63 . clear above, -

- 29] 41 85 62 62 Inv.w. s.w.) Fog on river,

- 300 47 83 60 60 | w. n. w. (Fogonriver; clear above.

- 51 4% ] 84 . 62 | » ~ w.| . Ditto, ditto,

Nov. 1} 48 85 64 62 . Calm and clear above,

- 2 48 84 78 62 I s o9 E. '

- 3] 52 86. | 7@ 64 . Some light clouds.

- 4l 54 % 83 63 64 . Cledr. A

- 5] 52 68 58 62 N. w. |Heavy fog and damp air,

- 6] 45 79 . 64 ;7 West. {Heavy fog: o

- 7] 052 1 80 61 64 . Clear, Lat. 32°29' N.

. al 53 61 56 58 . Cloudy. A disagreeable
damp day.

- 9f 42 72 . 61 . Cloudy, damp, and cold.

- 10 40 e 24 58 . Clear and calm,

< 11] 24 . . 33 . Do. ditto,

- 1w 36 . 54 54 . Clear ‘an¢ calm; cloudy
in evening.

- 13| 33 66 62 55 | Scath. |Fog on river; calmg
evening clondy.

- 14 44 58 44 55 . Clear ang calm.

- 151 38 GO 50 54 . Clear and calm,

- 16] 5% 51 42 54 North, |Morning calm ; afternoon
cloudy, damp, and dis-
agreeable,

- 1740 41 & NES . Cahn, fog on river.  Lat.
5% 157 NL .

- 18032 . 57 50 . Serene moraing ; cloudy

! ovening.
- 191 54 67 62 b iCloudy ; caim.
- 20 59 G2 X {Cloudy ; calm.




CONTINUED.
i,
Time of ob. THERMOMETER,
[ . Weather and Meteorolegical
Wind, ogica
i Day of the|Sun’s 3 s Ta river d phenomena, &e.
month, irise, | P. M, | P. M, | water,
1804. !
Nov. 21 48°f nee | 58° 54° Calm ; alittle fog,

~:. Q21 40§ 68 . : .

<. 951 48 72 54 54 Light clouds ; calm,

- 24 481 W2 59 54 Light ¢londs ; calm.

P13 . . . Rainy.

-~ 96} 50 58 62 5% Clear,

- 54 71 66 58 . Cloudy.

~ 28] 68 78 73 60 . Cloudy ; calm.

- 29 T2 (] 52 62 South, {Cloudy and strong wind ;
rain 9 A, M. clear at
noon,

< 30t 321% 57 . 60 Cloudy and calm.

Dec. 1] 32 58 35 54 Clear and ealo.

- 21 30 59 38 50 Clear and ealim.

3/ 38 59 44 48 Clear and calm.

- 4| 36 50 36 48 Clear and calm.

- 50 23 56 38 47 . Serene aud calm.

~ 6] 45 67 56 48 ss W, {Cloudy ; light wind,

- % 881 50 24 43 N, w. [Cloudy. Lat. 340 27/ 517/

- 8| 101 47 . 41 Now. Hligh wind 5 very sevene.

- 9] 19 1 42 28 . Now. [Very serene; wind mo-

1 : derate,

- 10f 26 50 28 ¥ow, |Very sevene; wind mo-
derates  Lat, 34° 317N,
at Hot Springs.

- 11} 48 5% 50 s. B {Cloudy, damp, and pene-

) trating,

- 12] 38 4 32 North., |Cloudy, damp, and disa-
recabla,

- 13 26 40 30 North. [Cloudy, dark, and disa-
grrecable,

- 14 98 40 32 None (Clondy, durk, and cold,
with slect.

- 15 96| 30 30 woow. |Wind strong ; cloudy.

- 16 21 32 223 B Noows [ Wind moderate.

- 17 2% 42 28 Now. [Wind anederate ; bright
muorn ; fine day; vain
in the pight.

- 181 34 36 3¢ . North. (Cold and dawmp ; dark and
cloudy 5 rain at noon
Ll wnd xpow in even-
g,

- 19 80 30 23 West, (Suowing. Ground povers
ad dinches with snow.

-~ a0 50 36 P West.  Hlight dviving clouds from
N.W,
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CONTINUED,
ime of ob ~ THERMOMETER. é ]
— Wind, §W=ather. and . Hetecrsiogicsl
pay of the Sun’s 3 8 In river 1 prenomenz, ke,
month, (rise, | P.M, | PN, water.t E &
1604 i
Dec. 21| % el s ® | North, |Cloudy and dawp; snow
on ground.
. a9 51 36 3% North. 1Dark and cloudy ; rain
early in the day ; snow
. in evening.
- @3 S0 &0 33 . %, w. {Clouds begin to dissipate.
- 24 32 &5 34 . N. w. |Wind moderate,
- 92b 34%1 50 4% . x. w. {Cloudy,
~ 926 34 50 34 . %, w. iClear and windy,
- QM 26 45 38 . ¥. . |Clear and eold.
- 98 3%{ 39 30 . s. w. Cloudy inmorning ; snow
in atternoon.
- 29 25 24 « | N.w. {Strong wind ; stormy af-
' ternoon ; calm night.
- 80 9} 58 21 86 | w.w., |Highwind; last night ve-
ry cold.
- 51 291 32 36 s.x. |Snow. Lat, 34098 N.
1805, {”
Jan. 1} 26, 32 18 . . Snow,
- 2 61 45 32 32 . Calm,
- 3 22| 48 50 | 34 | w. w. |[Wind moderate,
- 4 22| 50 52 36
- 5l 22| 55 } 28 | 26 huw, segClear
-~ 6 281 50 | 44 | 38 Cloudy =nd a little yain.
- 7 64| w8 | 38 | 4 . iNight cloudy, cold, and
moist.
-8 e8| o7 | 37 46 . |Rainin evening and night.
- o 42| 36 24 44 | North, {Dark, cloudy, and cold,
with hail, .
- 10 231 32 19 42 | North. [Cold & damp. Lat. 54°N.
- 11 11} 32 26 39 . |Piné morniug, & very cold
- 12 20| 43 S 40 . IThe air damp and pene-
trating.
. 13t a7 | 53 | 80 40 ¥. E. |{Morning fine and dry;
evening moist.
- 14 23} 53 32 40 | ~. w. |Lightwind ; atmosphere
ry.
- 15 30} 63 43 40 s B |Cloudy ; wind light.
- 16} 36| 65 60 1 41 , At Fort Mjro., Lat. 52° 5%
N.
- 17} 60 . Al s, w. |Cloudy.
- 18 - Y
- 18] . 58 50 43 s, w.  |Clear. i o
- 20 S8t D1 40 1 43 |Cloudy, and drizziy rain

o

L
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