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procured two dogs of them and departed. a little below the 
entrance of Cataract river we halted at another village of the 
same people) at which we were equally unsuccessfull in the pur­
chase of horses. we also halted at the two villages of the Chil­
luckkittequaws a few miles above with no better success. at 
three in the evening we arrived at the entrance of Quinnette 1 

creek which we ascended a short distance and encamped at the 
place we have called rockfort camp.2 here we were visited by 
some of the people from the vil1ages at the great narrows and 
falls. we informed them of our wish to purchase horses) & 
agreed to meet them on the opposite or North side of the 
river tomorrow for the purpose of bartering with them. most 
of them returned to their villages this evening three only 
remained with us all night. these people are much better clad 
than any of the nations below; their men have generally leging 
mockersons and large robes. many of them wear shirts of the 
same form [as] those of the Chopunnish and Shoshonees highly 
ornamented with the quills of the porcupine as are also their 
mockersons and legings. they conceal the parts of generation 
with the skin of a fox or some other small animal drawn 
underneath a girdle and hanging 100s1y in front of them like 
a narrow apron. the dress of their women differs very little 
from those about the rapids. both men and women cut their 
hair in the forehead which comes down as low as the eyebrows, 
they have long ear locks cut square at the end. the other part 
of their hair is dressed in the same manner as those of the 
rapids. after we landed and formed our camp this evening 
Drewyer and some others took a hunt and killed a deer of the 
longtailed kind. it was a buck and the young horns had shot 
fourth about 2 inches. 

[Clark:J <£uesdqy April 1St{< 1806 

We delayed this morning untill after brackfast in order to 
purchase some horses of the Indians; accordingly we exposed 

1 A corruption of t' k'Win'-nat, the native name, on the Columbia River, for the 
king salmon (Salmo 'luinnat). _ ED. 

Now Mill Creek, where is the town of The Dalles. - ED. 
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some articles in exchange for horses the nativs were unwill­
ing to exchange their horses,. we put up our Merchendize 
and at 8 A M. set out, we halted a fiew minits at the Sep­
ulchar rock and examined the deposit of the dead at that place. 
those were constructed in the same manner of those already 
described below the rapids. Some of them were more than 
half filled with dead bodies. there was 13 Supulchers on this 
rock which stands near the center of the river, and has a cer­
face of about two acres above the water. from here we re­
turned to the Northern Shore and continued up it about 4 
miles to a village at the enterance of Cateract river, here we 
halted and informed the nativs of our wish to purchase horses; 
the[y] produced several for sale but would not take the articles 
we had in exchange for them. they wanted an instriment 
which the North Weest] Traders call an eye dag which we 
had not. we precured two dogs and departed we also halted 
at the two villages of the Chilluckkitequaws a fiew m~ above 
with no better Sucksess. at 3 in the evening we arrived at the 
enterance of Quinnett Creek which we assended a short dis­
tance and Encamped at the place we had called rock fort camp. 
here we were visited by some of the people from the villages 
at the long narrows & Falls. we informed them of our wish 
to purchase horses, and agreed to meet them on the opposit 
or north side on tomorrow for the purpose of bartering with 
them. most of them returned to their village this evening 
three only remained with us all night. those people are much 
better clad than the nativs below. their men have generaly 
Legins Mockersons & large robes. maney of them were 
[wear] shirts of the same form of those of the Chopunnish & 
Shoshonees highly ornamented with the quils of the purcupine, 
as are also their mockersons & Legins. they conseal the 
parts of generation with the skins of the Fox or some other 
small animal drawn under neath a girdle and hanging loosely 
in front of them like a narrow apron. The dress of their 
women differ verry little from those about the rapids. both 
men & women cut their hair in the forehead which comes 
down as low as the eyebrows, they have long ear locks cut 
square at the end. The other parts of their hair is dressed in 
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the same manner as those of the rapids. after we landed and 
formed our camp this evening Drewyer and some others took 
a hunt and killed a Deer of the lorn Jg tailed kind. it was a 
Buck and the young Deer horns had shot forth about two 
inches made [blank space in MS.] miles to day. 

[Lewis :] Wednesday April 161,! 1806. 

About 8 A.M. Capt. Clark passed the river with the two 
interpreters, the indian woman and nine men in order to trade 
with the natives for their horses, for which purpose he took 
with him a good part of our stock of merchandize. I remained 
in camp; sent out the hunters very early in the morning, and 
set Sergt~ Gass and Pryor with some others at work to make a 
parsel of packsaddles. twelve horses will be sufficient to trans­
port our baggage and some pounded fish which we intend tak­
ing with us as a reserved store for the rocky mountains. I 
was visited today by several of the natives, and amused myself 
in making a collection of the esculent plants in the neighbour­
hood such as the Indians use, a specemine of which I preserved. 
I also met with sundry other plants which were strangers to 
me which I also preserved, among others there is a currant 
which is now in blume and has [a] yellow blossom something 
like the yellow currant of the Missouri but is a different 
speceis.1 Reubin Feilds returned in the evening and brought 
with him a large grey squ[iJrrel and two others of a kind I 
had never before seen. they are a size less than the grey 
squirrel common to the middle atlantic states and of a pided 
grey. and yellowish brown colour, in form it resembles our 
grey squ[iJrrel precisely. I had them skined leaving the head 
feet and tail to them and placed in the sun to dry. Joseph 
Feilds brought me a black pheasant which he had killed; this 
I found on examination to be the large black or dark brown 
pheasant I had met with on the upper part of the Missouri. 
it is as large as a well grown fowl the iris of the eye is of a 
dark yellowish brown, the puple black, the legs are booted to 
the toes, the tail is composed of 18 black feathers tiped with 

1 Ribes aureum, Pursh. This specimen is still extant. - C. V. PIPER. 
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bluish white, of which the two in the center are reather shorter 
than the others which are all of the same length. over the 
eye there is a stripe of a ;i of an inch in width uncovered with 
feathers of a fine orrange yellow. the wide spaces void of 
feathers on the side of the neck are also of the same colour. 
I had some parts of this bird preserved. our present station 
is the last point at which there is a single stick of timber on 
the river for a great distance and is the commencement of the 
open plains which extend nearly to the base of the rocky Mt8 

Labuish returned this evening having killed two deer I sent 
and had them brought in. this evening Capt. C. informed me 
by some of the men whom he sent over that that he had 
obtained no horses as yet of the natives. that they promised 
to trade with him provided he would remove to their village. 
to this he had consented and should proceede to the Skillute 
village above the long narrows as soon as the men returned 
whom he had sent to me for some other articles. I dispatched 
the men on their return to Capt. C. immediate~y with these 
articles and he set out with his party accompanyed by the 
natives to their village where he remained all night. the 
natives who had spent the day with me seemed very well dis­
posed, they left me -at 6 in the evening and returned to their 
rispective villages. the hunters informed me th~t they saw 
some Antelopes, & the tracks of several black bear, but no 
appearance of any Elk. we were informed by the Indians 
that the river which falls in on the S. side of the Columbia 
just above the Eneshur village heads in Mount hood and dose 
not water the extensive country which we have heretofore cal­
culated on.1 a great portion of that extensive tract of country 
to the S. and S.W. of the Columbia and it's S.E. branch, and 
between the same and the waters of Callifornia must be watered 
by the Multnomah river. 

Observed Equal Altitudes of the Sun with Sextant 
h m 8 h m 8 

A.M. 6. 52 • 43. 
".54. 20• 
11 • 55 • 26. 

P.M. 2.20. 45 }ChrOnometer too slow 
" • 22 • 26 M T [bI m k 8. MS] • . an space In • 
n. 24. -. 

1 Des Chutes River. - ED. 



American Journeys – www.americanjourneys.org

LEWIS AND CLARK JOURNALS [April 16 

[Clark, first draft:] April 161/, 1806 1 

Crossed the river and Sent Drewyer & Goodrich to the 
Skil-lute village to envite the Indians to trade horses with us, 
also sent Frazer & Shabono to the Che-luck-kit-ti-quar village 
for the same purpose a number of Indians came of both 
nations and delayed the greater part of the day without trade­
ing a single horse the Great chief of the Skillutes also came 
with Drewyer. he was lame and could not walk he told me 
if I would go to his Town, his people would trade with me. 
I set out late and arrived at Sunset and informed the natives 
that in the morning I would trade with them. he gave me 
onions to eate which had been Sweated. Peter played the 
violin and the men danced. Saw ab! 100 Stacks of fish. 
maney nations visit this place for trade the discription of the 
houses, their dress habits &~ Smoked &~ I saw great numbers 
of horses 

[Clark, second draft:] Wednesday April I6!" 1806 

About 8 oClock this morning I passed the river with the 
two interpreters, and nine men in order to trade with the 
nativs for their horses, for which purpose I took with me a 
good part of our stock of merchindize. Capt L. sent out the 
hunters and set several men at work makeing pack saddles. 
twelve horses will be sufficient to transport our baggage and 
some pounded fish with our dried Elk, which we intend take­
ing with us as a reserved store for the plains & rocky moun­
tains. I formed a Camp on the N. Side and sent Drewyer & 
Goodrich to the Skillute Village, and Shabono & Frazer down 
to the Chilluckkitequaw Village with derections to inform the 
nativs that I had crossed the river for the purpose of pur­
chaseing horses, and if they had horses to sell us to bring them 
to my camp. Great numbers of Indians came from both vil­
lages and delayed the greater part of the day without tradeing 
a single horse. Drewyer returned with the principal Chief of 
the Skillutes who was lame and could not walk. after his 

1 The first-draft entries of Clark, April 16-u, I806, are found in a fragment in 
the Clark-Voorhis collection, apparently written in the field. _ ED. 
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atival some horses were offered for sale, but they asked nearly 
half the merchindize I had with me for one horse. this price 
I could not think of giveing. the Chief informed me if I 
would go to his town with him, his people would sell me 
horses. I therefore concluded to accompany him to his village 
7 miles distant. we set out and arrived at the village at Sunset. 
after some serimony I entered the house of the Chief. I then 
informed them that I would trade with them for their horses 
in the morning for which I would give for each horse the 
articles which I had offered yesterd[ ay]. The Chief set before 
me a large platter of onions which had been sweeted [sweated]. 
I gave a part of those onions to all my party and we all eate 
of them, in this state the root is very sweet and the tops 
tender. the nativs requested the party to dance which they 
very readily consented and Peter Cruzat played on the violin 
and the men danced several dances & retired to rest in the 
houses of the lOot and second Chief. this vil1age is moved 
about 300 yards below the spot it stood last fall at the time 
we passed down. they were all above grown[dJ and built in 
the same form of those below already described. We observed 
maney stacks of fish remaining untouched on either side of the 
river. The Inhabitents of this village ware the robe of deer 
Elk Goat &C and most of the men ware Legins and Mocker­
sons and shirts highly ornimented with Porcupine quills & 
beeds. the women were the Truss most commonly, tho some 
of them have long shirts all of those articles they precure 
from other nations who visit them for the purpose of exchange­
ing those articles for their pounded fish of which they prepare 
great quantities. This is the great mart of all this country. 
ten different tribes who reside on Taptate and Catteract River 
visit those people for the purpose of purchaseing their fish, 
and the Indians on the Columbia and Lewis's river quite to 
the Chopunnish Nation visit them for the purpose of tradeing 
horses buffalow robes for beeds, and such articles as they have 
not. The Skillutes precure the most of their cloth knivs axes 
& beeds from the Indians from the North of them who trade 
with white people who come into the inlets to the North at 
no great distance from the Tapteet. their horses of which I 
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saw great numbers, they precure from the Indians who reside 
on the banks of the Columbia above, and what fiew they take 
from the Towarnihiooks or Snake Indians. I smoked, with 
all the principal men of this nation in the house of their great 
Chief and lay my self down on a mat to sleep but was pre­
vented by the mice and vermin with which this house abounded 
and which was very troublesom to me. 

[Lewis:] 7"hursday Aprill7t~ 1806. 

This morning early I sent out the hunters, and set several 
additional hands about the packsaddles. I find that the stur­
geon is not taken by any of the natives above the Columbean 
valley. the inhabitants of the rapids at this time take a few of 
the white salmon trout and considerable quantities of a small 
indifferent mullet on which they principally subsist. I have 
seen none except dryed fish of the last season in the possession 
of the people above that place, they subsist on roots princi­
pally with some dryed and pounded fish. the salmon not 
having made their appearance proves a serious inconvenience 
to us. but few of the natives visited my camp today and 
those only remained a few hours. even at this place which is 
merely on the border of the plains of Columbia the climate 
seems to have changed the air feels dryer and more pure. the 
earth is dry and seems as if there had been no rain for a week 
or ten days. the plain is covered with a rich virdure of grass 
and herbs from four to nine inches high and exhibits a beauti­
full seen particularly pleasing after having been so long im­
prisoned in mountains and those almost impenetrably thick 
forrests of the seacoast. Joseph Feilds brought me today 
three eggs of the party coloured corvus,! they are about the 
size and shape of those of the pigeon. they are bluish white 
much freckled with dark redish brown irregular spots, in short 
it is reather a mixture of those colours in which the redish 
brown predominates, particularly towards the larger end. This 
evening Willard and Cruzatte returned from Capt. Clark and 
brought me a note in which Capt. C. informed me that he had 

1 The common magpie (Pica pica hudso'lica). - COUES (L. and C., iii, p. 953). 
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s[tJill been unsuccessfull having not obtained a single horse as 
yet from the natives and the state of our stores are so low that 
I begin to fear we shall not be enabled to obtain as many 
horses at this place as will convey our baggage and unless we 
do obtain a sufficient number for that purpose we shall not 
hasten our progress as a part of our baggage must still be con­
veyed by water. Capt. C. informed me that he should proceed 
as far as the Eneshur village today and would return tomorrow 
and join me at the Skill ute village to which place I mean to 
proceed with the party tomorrow. I dispatched Shannon with 
a note to Capt. Clark in which I requested him to double the 
price we have heretofore offered for horses and if possible ob­
tain as many as five, by this means we shall be enabled to 
proceed immediately with our small canoes and those horses to 
the villages in the neighbourhood of the musselshell rapid 
where horses are more abundant and cheaper; with the re­
mainder of our merchandize in addition to the canoes we can 
no doubt obtain as many horses there as will answer our pur­
poses. delay in the villages at the narrows and falls will be 
expensive to us inasmuch as we will be compelled to purchase 
both fuel and food of the indians, and might the better enable 
them to execute any hostile design should they meditate any 
against us. all the hunters returned in the evening. Sheilds 
had killed one deer which he brought with him. the pack­
saddles were completed this evening. I had some Elkskins 
put in the water today [to J make harnes for the packhorses 
but shall not cut them untill I know the number we can obtain. 
there is a species of hiasinth in these plains the bulb of which 
the nativ.es eat either boiled baked or dryed in the sun. this 
bulb is white, not entirely solid, and of a flat form; the bulb of 
the present year overlays, or crowns that of the last, and seems 
to be pressed close to it, the old bulb is withered much thiner 
equally wide with that of the present year and sends fourth 
from it's sides a number of small radicles. this hiasinth is of a 
pale blue colour and is a very pretty flower. I preserved a 
specemine of it.1 

1 This is Brodieea douglasii, Wats. The specimen preserved is dated April ~O, 
:r806. -c. V. PIPER. 
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[Clark, first draft:] April I7 t,! 1806 

I rose early and took a position near to the village and ex­
posed the arti[cJles I had for Sale Great numbers of Indians 
came from different derections; some from below some above 
and others across the countrey from the Tapteel river see 
description of the N ations &~ I obtained a Sketch of the 
Columbia as also Clarks river. See sketch 1 I made a bargin 
with the cheif who has more horses than all the village besides 
for 2, horses. Soon after he canseled his bargin, and we again 
bargined for 3 horses, they were brought forward, and only 
one fit for service, the others had such intolerable backs as to 
render them entirely unfit for service. as I would not take the 
3 he would not sell the good one to me, and we were off 
the hargin. I then packed up and was about setting out for 
the Falls when one Indian sold me 2, horses and one other one 
horse, and Some others Said they wished to trade which caused 
me to conclude to delay here one other night. Maney of the 
natives from above come and said they would trade, but asked 
a higher price than I thought I could give or reather more 
than this nation asked. Great numbers of men. I hed to 
purchase 3 dogs for the men to eate & some Shap-per-Iell. 
I sent Crusat, Wiser, Willard and M~Neal back to Capt Lewis 
informing him of my ill suck'sess, and adviseing him to pro­
ceed on to this place as soon as possible, and my intention of 
proceeding on to the falls to purchase horses if possible Sev­
eral Indians arived late this evening. Cap! Lewis sent me a 
note by Shannon informing me that he would set [off] early 
on tomorrow morning early &~ &~ I slept in house of the 2,d 

chief and they had not any thing except fish to eate and no 
wood for fire. those people have a number of buffalow robes. 
They have great number of skimming nets 

[Clark:] Thursday I7~~ of April I806 

I rose early after raJ bad nights rest, and took my merchin­
dize to a rock which afforded an eligable situation for my pur­
pose, and at a short distance from the houses, and divided the 

1 For this sketch see our atlas volume, map No. 40. - ED. 

[292 ] 



American Journeys – www.americanjourneys.org

1806] SANDY RIVER TO THE DALLES 

articles of merchindize into parsels of such articles as I thought 
best calculated to pleas the Indians. and in each parcel I put 
as many articles as we could afford to give~ and thus exposed 
them to view~ informing the Indians that each parcel was in­
tended for a horse. they tanterlised me the greater part of 
the day, saying that they had sent out for their horses and 
would trade. as soon as they came. Several parcels of mer­
chindize was laid by for which they told me they would bring 
horses. I made a bargin with the chief for 2 horses, about an 
hour after he canseled the bargin and we again bargained for 3 
horses which were brought forward, only one of the 3 could 
be possibly used the other two had such intolerable backs as to 
render them entirely unfit for service. 1 refused to take two 
of them which displeased him and he refused to part with the 
3 rd. I then packed up the articles and was about setting out 
for the village above when a man came and sold me two 
horses~ and another man sold me one horse~ and several others 
informed me that they would trade with me if I would con­
tinue untill their horses could be drove up. this induced me 
to continue at this village another day. Maney of the nativs 
from different villages on the Columbia above offered to trade, 
but asked such things as we had not and double as much of 
the articles which I had as we could afford to give. this was 
a very unfavourable circumstance as my dependance for pre­
cureing a sufficiency of horses rested on the suckcess above 
where I had reasons to believe there were a greater abundance 
of those animals, and was in hopes of getting them on better 
terms. I purchased 3 dogs for the party with me to eate and 
some chap-pa-Iell for my self. before precureing the 3 horses 
I dispatched Crusat,WilIard & MCNeal and Peter Wiser to 
Capt Lewis at the Rock fort Camp with a note informing him 
of my ill suckcess in precureing horses, and advised him to 
proceed on to this place as soon as possible. that I would in 
the mean time proceed on to the Enesher Nation above the 
Great falls and try to purchase some horses of that people. 
Soon after I had dispatched this party the Chief of the Enesher's 
and IS or 20 of his people visited me and appeared to be 
anxious to see the articles I offered for the horses. several of 
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them agreed to let me have horses if I would add sundery 
articles to those I offered which I agreed to do, and they lay'd 
those bundles by and informed me they would deliver me the 
horses in the morning. I proposed going with them to their 
Town. the chief informed me that their horses were all in 
the plains with their womin gathering roots. they would Send 
out and bring the horses to this place tomorrow. this inteli­
gence was flattering, tho' I doubted the sincerity of those 
people who had several times disapointed me in a similar way. 
however I deturmined to continue untill tomorrow. in the 
mean time indust[ri]ously employ~ our selves with the great 
multitude of indians of differant Nations about us trying to 
purchase horses. Shabono purchased a verry fine mare for 
which he gave Hurmen [Ermine], Elks Teeth, a belt and 
some other articles of no great value. no other purchase was 
made in the course of this day. in the evening I rec[eiJved a 
note from Capt L. by Shannon informing me that he should 
set out early on tomorrow morning and should proceed up to 
the bason 2 miles below the Skillute Village. and adviseing me 
to give double the prices which we had first agreed on for each 
horse. I observe at every house scooping nets with which 
they take the Salmon. I was envited into the house of the 
2o";d Chief where concluded to sleep. this man was pore noth­
ing to eat but dried fish, and no wood to burn. altho' the 
night was cold they could not rase as much wood as would 
make a fire. 
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CHAPTER XXVI 

FROM THE DALLES OF THE COLUMBIA TO 
WALLA WALLA RIVER 

Lewis's Journal, April I8-May I, 1806 
Clark's Journal, April I8-May I 

(Lewis:] Friday April 18e,! 1806. 

L ATE last evening we were visi.ted by the principal chief 
of Chilluckkittaquaws and 12 of his nation they 
remained with us untiIl 9 OC. when they all departed 

except the Cheif and two others who slept at my feet. we 
loaded our ves'sels and set out after an early breakfast this 
morning. we gave the indians a. passage to the N. shore on 
which they reside and pursued our rout to the foot of the first 
rapid at the distance of 4 M~ here we found it necessary to 
unload the perogues and canoes and make a portage of 70 
paces over a rock; we then drew our vessels up by a cord and 
the assistance of setingpoles. from hence we proceeded to the 
bason below the long narrows 5 m~ further and landed on the 
Lard. side at j{ after 3. the Cheif when he left me this morn­
ing promised to bring some horses to barter with me at the 
bason. the long narrows are much more formidable than they 
were when we decended them last fall there would be no 
possibility of passind[gJ either up or down them in any vessel. l 

after unloading the canoes and arranging the camp I walked 
up to the Skillute Village and jouined Capt. [C.] he had 
procured four horses only for which a high price had been 
given> at least more than double that which we had formerly 
given for those which we purchased from the Shoshonees and 
the first bands of Flatheads. they have a great abundance of 
horses but will not dispose of them. we determined to make 
the portage to the head of the long narrows with our baggage 

1 On the etymology of " Dalles," see Bancroft's N. iii. CoaJt, ii, p. ++. - En. 
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and five small canoes. the 2 perogues we could take no further 
and therefore cut them up for fuel. in the evening Capt. C. and 
myself returned °to the camp at the bason and left Drewyer 
and three others with the merchandize at the village, three 
parsels of which had been laid by at the request of individuals 
who promised to give us horses for them in the morning. I 
shot my airgun in the presents of the natives at the village 
which excited great astonishment. 

[Clark. first draft:] Aprill8 t~ 1806 

early this morning I was awoke by a Indian from the neigh­
bourhood of our horses, he arived here yesterday & this 
morning found a Small bag of powder and ball which had been 
left when we exposed our goods yesterday and brought it to 
me. I had a fire made out and exposed the articles & having 
increased the articles for each horse, and sent out 2 men to 
hunt the horses bought yesterday. after colecting them Sent 
Shabono and Frazer with the 4 I had purchased down to 
Cap! Lewis. and was tanterlised with the expectation of pur­
chaseing more imediately. Great numbers of the Indians from 
the falls and both above and below. None of them appeared 
anxious to part with their horses but told me that Several 
were comeing from the plains about I or 2. P M. and laid by 
2 parcels of merchendize and told me that they had Sent for 
their horses. among other Tribes was those of the Skad-datts 
who bantered the Skillutes to play with them at a Singular 
kind of a game which was soon made up and 9 of a side Sat 
down. they were some time making up their bets of Heeds, 
brass thimbles or tubes robes &~ &~ when the bets were all 
made up the nine on each side took opposides faceing each 
other at the distance of about 12 feet. in front of each party 
was placed a long pole on which they struck with a stick 
and Sung. they made use of 2 small pices of bone in this 
form and size fZ:. ~ a bone was given to • 
~en of the Y;:WI(~(J same part~ who changed 
It from hand - ~ to iland w1th great dex­
terity one hand above the other looking down, and when he 
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was ready for the opposit party to guess he Seperated his 
hands swinging them around the breast looking at the opposit 
party who waved their hand to the side the bone was in. if 
the opposit party guessed the hand of each man the bone was 
given to them. if neither it was nothing. if they guessed one 
which they might single out if they pleased they recived his 
bone, and lost on the other as they hapened to fail in guessing 
they also lose one if the[yJ fail [to] guess both The game is 
plaid at different numbers & each party has 5 sticks. Several 
of those games were played to day in which the Skill utes won, 
indeed the[yJ won all the beeds and Som robes of the Skaddatts 
which they had r[iJsked one other game which they also 
played by 2 men with 4 sticks. 2 black & 2 white under a kind 
of hat made of bark. as this is a very intrecut game I cannot 
describe it: the one who holds the sticks places them in differ­
ent positions, and the opposit party, guess the position of the 
black sticks by a motion of either one or both of the hands. 
each man has 4 sticks. this as also the other is accompanied 
with a kind of song. This hat is about 12 inches [in] diamuter 
and the sticks about 5 inches long. at 3 P M Sergt Ordway 
arived with 3 men from Capt Lewis with elk skins and some 
fiew articles such as a coat & robes. I had 3 dogs purchased, 
soon after Cap! Lewis came up with J. Fields he had assended 
the river with much dificuelty to the bason 2 miles below. I 
left Drewyer, Warner, Shannon & Goodrich with the articles 
and went down with Cap~ Lewis to the bason, cut up 2 of 
our canoes for fire wood, no horses more Maney nations 
resort here for trade . 

[Clark:] Friday I8~~ April 1806 

Early this morning I was awoke by an indian man of the 
Chopunnish Nation who informed me that he lived in the 
neighbourhood of our horses. this man delivered me a bag 
of powder and ball which he had picked up this morning at 
the place the goods were exposed yesterday. I had a fire 
made of some poles purchased of the nativs at a short distance 
from the houses and the articles exposed as yesterday. Col~ 
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lected the 4 horses purchased yesterday and sent Frazier and 
Shabono with them to the bason where I expected they would 
meet Cap L-s and commence the portage of the baggage on 
those horses. about 10 A. M. the Indians came down from 
the Eneesher Villages and I expected would take the articles 
which they had laid by yesterday. but to my estonishment 
not one would make the exchange to day. two other parcels 
of goods were laid by, and the horses promised at 2 P.M. I 
payed but little attention to this bargain, however suffered the 
bundles to lye. I dressed the sores of the principal Chief 
gave some small things to his children and promised the chief 
some Medicine for to cure his sores. his wife who I found 
to be a sulky Bitch and was somewhat efHicted with pains in 
her back. this I thought a good oppertunity to get her on 
my side giveing her something for her back. I rubed a little 
camp here on her temples and back, and applyed worm flannel 
to her back which she thought had nearly restored her to her 
former feelings. this I thought a favourable time to trade 
with the chief who had more horses than all the nation besides. 
I accordingly made him an offer which he excepted and sold 
me two horses. Great numbers of Indians from defferent 
derections visited me at this place to day. none of them 
appeared willing to part with their horses, but told me that 
several were comeing from the plains this evening. among 
other nations who visit this place for the purpose of trade is 
the Skad-datt's. those people bartered the Skill utes to play at 
a singular kind of game. in the course of the day the Skillutes 
won all their heeds skins arrows &~ This game was composed 
of 9 men on a side. they set down opposit to each other at 
the distance of about 10 feet. in front of each party a long 
pole was placed on which they struck with a small stic~ to the 
time of their songs. after the bets were made up which was 
nearly half an hour after they set down, two round bones was 
produced about the size of a mans little finger or something 
smaller and 2 % inches in length. which they held in their 
hands changeing it from one hand to the other with great 
dexterity. 2 men on the same side performed this part, and 
when they had the bone in the hand they wished, they looked 
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at their advorsarys swinging arms around their sholders for 
their advorsary [to] Guess which they performed by the mo.., 
tion the hand either to the right or left. if the opposit party 
guessed the hand of both of the men who had the bone, the 
bones were given to them. if neither the bones was retained 
and nothing counted. if they guessed one and not the other, 
one bone was delivered up and the party possessing the other 
bone counted one. and one for every time the advorsary miss­
guessed untill they guessed the hand in which the bone was in. 
in this game each party has 5 sticks. and one side wins all the 
sticks, once twice or thrice as the game may be set. I 
observed another game which those people also play and is 
played by 2 persons with 4 sticks about the size of a mans 
finger and ahout 7 inches in length. two of those sticks are 
black and the other 2 white and something larger than the 
black ones. those sticks they place in different positions 
which they perform under a kind of trencher made of bark 
round and about 14 inches diameter. this is a very intricate 
game and I cannot sufficently understand to discribe it. the 
man who is in possession of the sticks &C places them in dif­
ferent positions, and the opposit party tels the position of the 
black sticks by a motion of either or both of his hands &~ this 
game is counted in the same way as the one before mentioned. 
all their games are accompanied with songs and time. at 3 
P.M. Serg~ Ordway & three men arived from Cap Lewis 
they brought with them several Elk skins, two of my coats 
and 4 robes of the party to add to the stores I had with me 
for the purchase of horses. Sg~ O. informed me that Cap L. 
had ariv:ed with all the canoes into the bason 2 miles below 
and wished some dogs to eate. I had 3 dogs purchased and 
sent down. at 5 P. M. Cap~ Lewis came up. he informed 
me that he had [passed] the river to the bason with much 
dificuelty and danger, haveing made one portage. as· I had 
not slept but very little for the two nights past on account of 
mice & Virmen with which those indian houses abounded, 
and haveing no blanket with me, and the means of keeping a 
fire sufficent to keep me worm out [of doors] was too expen­
sive I deturmined to proceed with Capt L. down to camp at 
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the bason. I left the articles of Merchendize &~ with Drew­
yer, Werner, Shannon & Goodrich untill the morning. at 
the hason we cut up two of our Canoes for fire wood, verry 
much to the sagreen [chagrin] of the nativs notwithstanding 
they would give us nothing for them. In my absence several 
Ind~ visited Cap~ Lewis at his camp among others was the 
great Chief of the Chilluckkitquaw who continued with him 
untill he left Rock fort camp. Cap~ L. had 12 pack saddles 
completed and strings prepared of the Elk skins for Lashing 
the loads he also kept out all the hunters who killed just 
deer enough for the party with him to subsist on. The Chief 
who had visited Capt Lewis promised him that he would bring 
some horses to the bason and trade with him. but he was not 
as good as his word. Cap~ Lewis gave a large Kittle for a 
horse which was offered to him at the bason this evening. 

(Lewis:] Saturday April 29~ 2806. 

This morning early we had our small canoes drawn out, and 
employed all hands in transporting our baggage on their backs 
and by means of the four pack-horses, over the portage. 
This labour we had accomplished by 3 P.M. and established 
our camp a little above the present Skil-Iute village which has 
been removed a few hundred yards lower down the river than 
when we passed them last fall and like others below have the 
floors of their summer dwellings on the surface of the earth 
instead of those cellars in which they resided when we passed 
them. there was great joy with the natives last night in con­
sequence of the arrival of ~he Salmon; one of those fish was 
caught; this was the harbinger of good news to them. They 
informed us that these fish would arrive in great quantities in 
the course of about 5 days. this fish was dressed and being 
divided into small peices was given to each child in the village. 
this custom is founded in a supersticious opinion that it will 
hasten the arrival of the salmon. with much difficulty we 
obtained four other horses from the Indians today, we wer[e] 
obliged to dispence with two of our kettles, in order to acquire 
those. we have now only one small kettle to a mess of 8 men. 
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in the evening Capt. Clark set out with four men to the· 
Enesher village at the grand falls in order to make a further 
attempt to procure horses. these people are very faithless in 
their contracts; they frequently receive the merchandize in 
exchange for their horses and after some hours insist on some 
additional article being given them or revoke the exchange. 
they have pilfered severa) small articles from us this evening. 
I directed the horses to be hubbled & suffered to graize at a 
little distance from our camp under the immediate eye of the 
men who had them in charge. one of the men Willard was 
negligent in his attention to his horse and suffered it to 
ramble off; it was not to be found when I ordered the others 
to be brought up and confined to the picquits. this in addi­
tion to the other difficulties under which I laboured was truly 
provoking. I repremanded him more severely for this piece 
of negligence than had been usual with me. I had the remain 
ing horses well secured by picquits; they were extreemly 
wrestless and it required the attention of the whole guard 
through the night to retain them notwithstanding they were 
hubbled and picquited. they frequently throwed themselves 
by the ropes by which they were confined. all except one 
were stone horses for the people in this neighbourhood do 
not understand the art of gelding them, and this is a season 
at which they are most vicious. many of the natives remained 
about our camp all night. 

[Clark, first draft :] April I9tf< 1806 

this morning early had some rain had the small canoes 
hauled out to dry every man capable of carrying a load 
comenced the portage and by 5 P. M had every part of our 
baggage and canoes across the portage. I then took Sg~ Pryor, 
G. Shannon & Crusat & Labiech and went up to the falls at 
which place I arived about 8 p.M. in the course of this day 
I purchased 4 horses at the town & Capt Lewis purchased one. 
the natives finding that we were about to proceed on by water 
sold us those fiew horses for which we were comp~ to pay them 
emence prices and the horses were indifferent. Several showers 
of rain this day. description of those people &? narrows bad 
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[Clark:] Saturday J9~~ .April 1806. 

We deturmined to make the portage to the head of the long 
narrows with our baggage and S small canoes, the 2. large 
canoes we could take no further and therefore cut them up for 
fuel. we had our small canoes drawn up very early and 
employed all hands in transporting our baggage on their backs 
and by means of 4 pack horses, over the portage. This 
labour we had accomplished by 3. P. M. and established our 
camp a little above the present Skillute village which has been 
removed as before observed a fiew hundred yards lower down 
the river than when we passed it last fall. I left Capt L. at 
the bason and proceeded to the village early this morning with 
a view to receive the horses which were promised to be 
brought this morning for articles laid by last evining. in the 
course of this day I purchased four horses at the Village, and 
Capt Lewis one at the bason before he left it. after the bag­
gage was all safely landed above the portage, all hands brought 
over the canoes at 2. lodes which was accomplished by S P.M. 
as we had not a sufficiency of horses to transport our baggage 
we agreed that I should proceed on to the Enesher Villages at 
the great falls of the Columbia and if possible purchase as 
maney horses as would transport the baggage from that place, 
and rid us of the trouble and dificuelty of takeing our canoes 
further. I set out with Serl Pryor, Geo. Shannon Peter 
Crusat & Labiech at half past S P. M. for the Enesher village 
at which place I arrived at 8 P.M. Several showers of rain 
in the after part of to day, and the S W wind very high. 
there was great joy with the nativs last night in consequence 
of the arrival of the Salmon; one of those fish was cought, 
this was the harbenger of good news to them. They informed 
us that those fish would arive in great quantities in the course 
of about 5 days. this fish was dressed and being divided into 
small pieces was given to each child in the village. this 
custom is f0U11ded on a supersticious opinion that it will 
hasten the arrival of the Salmon. We were obligee dJ to dis­
pence with two of bur kittIes in order to acquire two of the 
horses purchased to day. we have now only one small kittle 
to a mess of 8 men. These people are very fa[iJthless in 
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contracts; they frequently recive the merchindize in exchange 
for their horses and after some hours insist on some additional 
article being given them or revoke the exchange. 

The long narrows are much more formidable than they 
were when we decended them last fall, there would be no pos­
sibility of passing either up or down them in any vessle at 
this time. 

I entered the largest house of the Eneeshers Village in 
which I found all the enhabitants in bead. they rose and 
made a light of straw, they haveing no wood to burn. Many 
men collected we smoked and I informed them that I had 
come to purchase a fiew horses of them. they promused to 
sell me some in the morning. 

[Lewis :] Sunday April 2ot,! 1806. 

some frost this morning. The Enesher an[d] Skillutes are 
much better clad than they were last fall~ there men have 
generally Iegings mockersons and large robes; many of them 
wear shirts of the same form with those of the Shoshone 
Chopunnish &c. highly ornamented with porcupine quills. 
the dress of their women differs very little from those of the 
great rapids and above. their children frequently wear robes 
of the large grey squirrel skins~ those of the men and women 
are principally deer skins~ some wolf, elk~ big horn and 
buff aloe ; the latter they procure from the nations who some­
times visit the Missouri. indeed a considerable p[ r Joportion 
of their ,wearing apparel is purchased from their neighbours to 
the N.W. in exchange for pounded fish copper and beads. at 
present the principal village of the Eneshur is below the falls 
on the N. side of the river. one other village is above the 
falls on the S. side and another a few miles above on the 
N. side. the first consists of 19, the 2 e~ of II, and the 3 r~ of 
5 lodges. their houses like those of the Skillutes have their 
floors on the surface of the ground, but are formed of sticks 
and covered with mats and straw. they are large and contain 
usually several families each. for fuel they use straw, small 
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willows and the southern wood.1 they use the silk grass in man­
ufacturing their fishing nets and bags, the bear grass and cedar 
bark are employed in forming a variety of articles. they are 
poor, dirty, progd, haughty, inhospitable, parsimonious and 
faithless in every rispect. nothing but our numbers I beleive 
prevents their attempting to murder us at this moment.a 

This morning I was informed that the natives had pilfered 
six tommahawks and a knife from the party in the course 
of the last night. I spoke to the cheif on this subject. he 
appeared angry with his people and addressed them but the 
property was not restored. one horse which I had purchased 
and paid for yesterday and which could not be found when I 
ordered the horses into close confinement yesterday I was now 
informed had been gambled away by the rascal who had sold 
it to me and had been taken away by a man of another, nation. 
I therefore took the goods back fi'om this fellow. I purchased 
a gun from the cheif for which I gave him 2 Elkskins. in the 
course of the day I obtained two other indifferent horses for 
which I gave an extravigant price. I found that I should get 
no more horses and therefore resolved to proceed tomorrow 
morning with those which I had and to convey the baggage in 
two small canoes that the horses could not carry. for this 
purpose I had a load made up for seven horses, the eighth 
Bratton was compelled to ride as he was yet unable to walk. 
I bart[er]ed my Elkskins old irons and 2 canoes for beads. 
one of the canoes for which they would give us but little I had 
cut up for fuel. These people have yet a large quantity of 
dryed fish on hand yet they will not let us have any but for an 
exorbitant price. we purchased two dogs and some shappellel 
from them. I had the horses graized unti1l evening and then 
picquited and hubbled within the limits of our camp. I 
ordered the indians from our camp this evening and informed 
them that if I caught them attempting to perloin any article 

1 The "southernwood," also mentioned April 'l.7, pOlt, is the common sage 
brush (Artemisia Iridentala, Nutt.). In many places in the Columbia plains this is 
still the only fuel of the settlers. - C. V. PIPER. 

II This paragraph, evidently omitted by Lewis in copying from his notes, is found 
on p. ISO of Codex K (with reference thereto from p. 72.). - ED. 
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from us I would beat them severely. they went off in reather 
a bad humour and I directed the party to examine their arms 
and be on their guard. they stole two spoons from us in the 
course of the day. The Scad-daIs, Squan-nan-os, Shan-wah­
pums and Shallattas reside to the N.W. of these people, de­
pend (;m hunting deer and Elk· and trade with these people for 
ther pounded fish.1 

[Clark, first draft :] April 2.0~ 1806 

This morning very cold hills covered with snow. I showed 
the nativs what I had to give for their horses and attempted to 
purchase them. they informed me that they would not Sell 
any horses to me, that their horses were at a [place a] long 
ways off and they would not trade them. my offer was a blue 
robe, callico shirt, a handkerchef, 5 parcels of paint a knife, a 
wampom moon 4 braces of ribin, a pice of Brass and about 6 
braces of yellow beeds; and to that amount for what I had I 
also offered my large blue blanket for one, my coat Sword & 
Pl~me none of which seem to entice those people to give 
horses if they had any. they set in their huts which is of mats 
supported on poles without fire. at night when they want a 
light they burn dry straw & some fiew small dry willows. 
they speak ~ifferent from those below, have but little to eate, 
some roots & Dryed fish is to be found in their houses. I am 
ha,lf frozed at this inhospitable village which is moved from its 
position above the falls to one below and contains 19 large 
houses, a village is also established on the other side imedeately 
above the falls. all the natives who was established above the 
Falls for some distance has removed Those people are much 
better dressed than they were at the time we went down the 
river. They have all new Deer, Elk, Ibex Goat & Wolf 
skin robes, their children also the large squirel skin robes. 
maney of them have Legins and mockersons, all of which they 
precure of the I ndians at a distance in exchange for their 
pounded fish & Beeds. they also purchase silk grass of 

1 These tribes are usually identified as the Klikitat and Yakima- Shahaptian 
tribes of eastern Washington. See" Estimate of Western Indians," vol. vi. - En. 
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which they make their nets & Sanes [seines] for takeing fish 
they also purchase Bear grass and maney other things for their 
fish. those people gave me roots and berries prepared in 
different ways for which I gave some small articles in return. 
Great numbers of skiming knets on their houses. Those 
people are Pore and kind durty & indolent. They ware their 
hair loose flowing the men cut in the foward [fore head] 
which the Skilloots do not &: &: I could not precure a single 
horse of those people, dureing this day at any price, they 
offered me 2 for 2 kitties of which we could not spear. I 
used every artifice decent & even false statements to enduce 
those pore devils to sell me horses. in the evening two different 
men offered to sell me three horses which they informed me 
was a little distance off and they would bring them imediately. 
those two persons as I found went imediately off up the river 
to their tribe without any intention to find or sell their horses. 
a little before Sunset 3 men arived from some distance above, 
and informed me that they came to see me. at Sunset finding 
no probability of Capt Lewis arival, packed up the articles and 
took them into the lodge in which I lay last night. Great 
numbers of those people geathered around me to smoke. I 
gave them 2 pipes and lay down in the back part of the 
house with Sg~ P. & the men with our arms in a situation as 
to be ready in case of any alarm. those pore people appear 
entirely harmless. I purchased a dog and some wood with a 
little pounded fish and chappalels. made a fire on the rocks 
and cooked the dogs on which the men breckfast & Dined. 
wind hard all day cold from N W. . 

[Clark, second draft :J Su.nday lI.ot~ April 1806 

a very cold morning the Western mountains covered with 
snow I shewed the Eneshers the articles I had to give for 
their horses. they without hezitation informed me that they 
would not sell me any for the articles I had, if I would give 
them Kittles they would let me have horses, and not without 
that their horses were at a long ways off in the planes and they 
would not send for them &~ My offer was a blue robe; a 
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calleco Shirt, a Silk handkerchief, 5 parcels of paint, a knife, a 
Wampom moon, 8 yards of ribon, several pieces of Brass, 
a Mockerson awl and 6 braces of yellow beeds; and to that 
amount for each horse which is more than double what we 
gave either the Sohsohne or first flatheads we met with on 
Clarks river I also offered my large blue blanket, my coat 
sword & plume none of which seamed to entice those people 
to sell their horses. notwithstanding every exertion not a 
single horse could be precured of those people in the course 
of the day. Those people are much better clad than they 
were last fall, their men have generally legins mockersons and 
large robes. maney of them ware shirts of the same form of 
those of the Chopunnish and Shoshone highly ornimented with 
porcupine quills. the dress of their wimen differs verry little 
from those above the great rapids. their children have small 
robes of the squirel skins. those of the men & women are 
principally deer, some elk, wolf, Ibix & buffalow which they 
precure from distant nations who purchase their Pounded fish 
in exchange for those robes & Beeds. The principal village 
of the Enesher nation is imediately below the falls on the 
N. Side. one other village of the same nation above the falls 
on the opposit side and one other a few miles above on the 
North Side. The Houses of those people like the Skillutes 
have the flores of their summer dwelling on the surface of the 
earth in sted of those sellers in which they resided when we 
passed them last faU. those houses are covered with mats and 
straw are large and contain several families each. I counted 19 
at this village & I I on the opposit side. those people are 
pore durty haughty. they burn straw and small willows. 
have but little to eate· and deer with what they have. they 
precure the silk grass of which they make their nets, the 
bear grass for makeing their mats and several other necessary 
[articles] of the Indians of the following nations who trade 
with them as also the Skill utes for their pounded fish. Viz. 
Skad-dats, Squan-nun-os, Shan-wap-poms, ShaH-lat-tos, who 
reside to the north and several bands who reside on the 
Columbia above. I precured a sketch of the Columbia and 
its branches of those people in which they made the river which 
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falls into the Columbia imediately above the falls on the South 
Side to branch out into 3 branches one of which they make 
head in M! Jefferson, one in mount Hood and the other in 
the S W. range of mountains, and does not water that exten­
sive country we have heretofore calculated on. a great portion 
of the Columbia and Lewis's rivet and betwen the same and 
the waters of Callifornia must be watered by the Multnomah 
river. See Sketch in the latter part of this book Those people 
are great jokers and deciptfull in trade. at sunset finding that 
Capt Lewis would not arrive this evening as I expected, I 
packed up all the articles which I had exposed, at a situation I 
had pitched on to Encamp, and at which place we had bought 
as maney fishing poles as made a fire to cook a dog which I 
had purchased for the men to eate, and returned to the lodge 
which I had slept in last night. great number gathered around 
me to smoke, I gave them two pipes, and then lay my self 
down with the men to sleep, haveing our merchendize under our 
heads and guns &C in our arms, as we always have in similar 
situations. 

[Lewis:] Monday April 2.11! 1806. 

N otwithstal.1ding all the precautions I had taken with rispect 
to the horses one of them had broken his cord of 5 strands of 
Elkskin and had gone off spanseled.1 I sent several men in 
surch of the horse with orders to return at 10 A.M. with or 
without the horse being determined to remain no longer with 
these villains. they stole another tomahawk from us this 
morning I surched many of them but could not find it. I 
ordered all the spare poles, paddles and the ballance of our 
canoe put on the fire as the morning was cold and also that 
not a particle should be left for the benefit of the indians. I 
detected a fellow in stealing an iron socket of a canoe pole and 

. gave him several severe blows and made e] the men kick him 
out of camp.2 I now informed the indians that I would shoot 

1 SPancel: to fasten the legs of a horse, to prevent it from kicking (provincial 
English). - Century Dictionary. 

2 Wood here is very scarce, as the Columbia plains have commenced. Several 
of the men went up to the village with their buff aloe robes, to dispose of them for 

[308 ] 



American Journeys – www.americanjourneys.org

1806] DALLES TO WALLA WALLA 

the first of them that attempted to steal an article from us. 
that we were not affraid to fight them, that I had it in my 
power at that moment to kill them all and set fire to their 
houses, but it was not my wish to treat them with severity 
provided they would let my property alone. that I would 
take their horses if I could find out the persons who had stolen 
the tommahawks, but that I had reather loose the property 
altogether than take the ho[rJse of an inosent person. the 
chiefs [who] were present hung their heads and said nothing. 
at 9 A.M. Windsor returned with the lost horse, the others 
who were in surch of the horse soon after returned also. the 
Indian who promised to accompany me as far as the Chopun­
nish country produced me two horses one of which he politely 
gave me the liberty of packing. we took breakfast and de­
parted a few minutes after 10 OClock. having nine horses 
loaded and one which Bratton rode not being able as yet to 
march; the two canoes I had dispatched early this morning. 
at I P.M. I arrived at the Enesher Village where I found 
Capt. Clark and party; he had not purchased a single horse. 
he informed me that these people were quite as unfriendly as 
their neighbours the Skillutes, and that he had subsisted since 
he left me on a couple of platters of pounded roots and fish 
which an old man had the politeness to offer him. his party 
fared much better on dogs which he purchased from those 
people. the man resided here from whom I had purchased 
the horse which ran off from me yesterday. I had given him 
a large kettle and a knife in exchange for that horse which I 
informed him should be taken from him unles he produced 
me the lost horse or one of equal value in his stead, the latter 
he prefered and produced me a very good horse which I very 

horses ..•. An Indian stole some iron articles from among the men's hands; which 
so irritated Captain Lewis that he struck him; which was the first act of the kind, 
that had happened during the expedition. The Indians, however, did not resent it. -
GASS (pp. 291, 292). 

In this connection, Coues says (L. and C., iii, p. 959) that the tribes at the Dalles 
and the Cascades of the Columbia were always thievish and murderous, since first 
known by white men, until very recent years; and ascribes this to the advantage 
given them by the difficulties of navigation at those points. Cf. the similar character 
of the tribe living at Allumette Island, in the Ottawa River (Yes. Relations, v, p. 291, 
ix, 1.47, 271-:1.75, x, 77). -ED. 
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cheerfully received. we soon made the portage with our canoes 
and baggage and halted about ~ a mile above the Village 
where we graized our horses and took dinner on some dogs 
which we purchased of these people. after dinner we proceeded 
on about four miles to a village of 9 mat lodges of the Enesher 
a little below the entrance of Clark's river (Towanahiooks) [Des 
Chutes] and encamped; one of the canoes joined us the other 
not observing us halt continued on. we obtained two dogs 
and a small quantity of fuel of these people for which we were 
obliged to give them a higher price than usual. our guide 
continued with us, he appears to be an honest sincere fellow. 
he tells us that the indians a little above will treat us with 
much more hospitality than those we are now with. we pur­
chased another horse this evening but his back is in such a 
horid state that we can put but little on him; we obtained 
him for a trifle, at least for articles which might be procured 
in the U' States for 10 shillings Virga Cor~ we took the pre­
caution of piqu[i]ting and spanseling our horses this evening 
near our camp. 

[Clark, first draft :] .April :z IS! J 806 

a fair cold morning I find it useless to offer any art[i] des 
or attempt to trade at this village and therefore deturmine to 
[blank space in MS.] before I rose the house was crowded 
with Indians to smoke I gave them none. they are well 
supplied with straw & bark bags ready to hold their pounded 
fish. at 12 oClock the advance of the party from belowarived 
and so.on after the canoes all things were taken above the falls 
& 2 canoes, turned out the horse[s] and cooked & Eat 2 dogs 
which we purchased of the nativs, purchased one horse for 
which we are to give a kittle which was given by us to a man 
for a horse 3 days past &~ the horse was either taken or 
strayed off. The Chief from below came up and appeared 
concerned for what had been done at his village (See journal) 

aCt] 4 P M loaded up & set out the canoes also proceed 
on about 3 miles opposit to the mouth of Clark river, and an 
Indian man who has attac~ed himself to us and who has lent 
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us a horse to pack & lives near the Rocky mountains. he 
told us that as the day was far spent we had better camp at 
a village of 9 Lodges a little off the road ops~ the River Clarksl 

This fiver has a great falls above 2 forks on its West side. 
we formed a camp purchased some wood & 3 dogs for which 
we gave pewter buttons which buttons we had made &~ but 
fiew Indians with us to day. this evening purchased an old 
horse and tied up all the horses when we went to bed Those 
are the same people with those below at the falls. See journal 
for the next day 

Skad-dat a ill looking people reside to the N about 18 or 
20 miles they played against the Skillutes a game they call 
[blank] 9 of a side and took all the beeds & other articles 

Also a Single game with 2 black & 2 white sticks under a 
kind of hat. 2 men played this game is intricit and each party 
has 4- pegs to count it 

The former game is played with 2 bones or sticks about the 
size of a large quill and 2 inches long passing from one hand 
to the other and the adverse party guess. See description 
before mentioned. The nations above at the falls also play 
this game and bet high 

[Clark, second draft:] Monday 21~~ April 1806 

A fair cold morning I found it useless. to make any further 
attempts to trade horses with those unfriendly people who only 
crowded about me to view and make their remarks and smoke, 
the latter I did not indulge them with to day. at 12 oClock 
Capt Lewis and party came up from the SkiIIutes Village with 
9 horses packed and one which bratten who was yet too weak 
to walk, rode, and soon after the two small canoes also loaded 
with the residue of the baggage which could not be taken 
on horses. we had every ·thing imediately taken above the 
falls. in the mean time purchased 2 Dogs on which the party 
dined. whilst I remained at the Enesher Village I subsisted 
on 2 platters of roots, some pounded fish and sun flower seed 
pounded which an old man had the politeness to give me in 
return for which I gave him several small articles. 

1 This name was added later. - ED. 
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Cap~ Lewis informed me that imediatel y after I left him the 
nativs began to steal and had stolen Tomahawks of the party, 
and in the course of the night had let our horses loose he had 
burnt one and sold 2 of the largest canoes for beeds, the other 
2 brought on. an indian was detected in stealing a socket and 
was kicked out of camp. Capt L informed the Indians that 
the next man who attempted to steal should be shot and 
thretened them and informed them that he could kill them 
in a moment and set their town on fire if he pleased. but it 
was not his desire to hurt them severly if they would let the 
property of the party along. the Chiefs hung their heads and 
said nothing. he Jost the horse that was given for a large 
kittle, and a Chopunnish man lent a horse to carry a load and 
accompanied the party. The man who we had reason to 
believe had stolen the horse he had given for the Kittle we 

. thretened a little and he produced a very good horse in the 
place of that one which we chearfully receved. After dinner 
we proceeded on about 4 miles to a village of 9 M at Lodges 
of the Enesher, a little below the enterance of To war nah hi 
oaks river and encamped: one of the canoes joined us, the 
other not haveing observed us halt continued on. We obtained 
2 Dogs and a small quantity of fuel of those people for which 
we were obliged to give a higher price than usial, our guide 
continued with us, he appears to be an honest fellow. he tels 
us that the indians above will treat us with much more hospi­
tallity than those we are now with. we purchased another 
horse this evening but his back is in such a horrid state that 
we can put but little on him; we obtained him for a triffie, at 
least for articles which might be precured in the U. States for 
10/ Virg~ currency. we took the precaution of picqueting and 
Spancelling our horses this evening near our camp. the even­
ing cold and we could afford only one fire. 

[Lewis :] tiue/day April u. 1806. 

Last night two of our horses broke loos from the picquits 
and straggled off some little ,distance, the men who had charge 
of them fortunately recovered them early. at 7 A.M. we set 
out having previously sent on our small Canoe with Colter and 
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Potts. we had not arrived at the top of a hill over which the 
road leads opposite the village before Charbono's horse threw 
his load, and taking fright at the saddle and robe which still 
adhered, ran at full speed down the hill, near the village he 
disengaged himself from the saddle and robe, an indian hid the 
robe in his lodge. I sent our guide and one man who was 
with me in the rear to assist Charbono in retaking his horse 
which having done they returned to the village on the track of 
the horse in surch of the lost articles they found the saddle but 
could see nothing of the robe the indians denyed having seen it; 
they then continued on the track of the horse to the place from 
whence he had set out with the same success. being now con­
fident that the indians had taken it I sent the Indian woman 
on to request Capt. C. to halt the party and send back some 
of the men to my assistance being determined either to make 
the indians deliver the robe or birn their houses. they have 
vexed me in such a manner by such repeated acts of villany 
that I am quite disposed to treat them with every severyty, 
their defenseless state pleads forgivness so far as rispects their 
lives. with this resolution I returned to their village which I 
had just reached as Labuish met me with the robe which I:te 
informed me he found in an Indian lodg hid behind their 
baggage. I now returned and joined Capt. Clark who was 
waiting my arrival with the party. the Indian woman had not 
reached Capt. C. untill about the time I arrived and he re­
turned from a position on the top of a hill not far from where 
he had halted the party. from the top of this emmenense 
Capt. C. had an extensive view of the country. he observed 
the range of mountains in which Mount Hood stands to con­
tinue nearly south as far as the eye could reach. he also 
observed the snow-clad top of Mount Jefferson which boar 
S. IO.W. Mount Hood from the same point boar. S. 30.W. 
the tops of the range of western mountains are covered with 
snow. Capt. C. also discovered some timbered country in a 
Southern direction from him at no great distance. Clarks 
river (Towarnahiooks) which mouths immediately opposite this 
point of view forks at the distance of 1 8 or 20 miles from 
hence, the wright hand fork takes it[s] rise in mount Hood, 
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and the main branch continues it's course to the S.E. (IO or I2 

miles higher up another fork comes in from M.1efferson) 1 we now 
made the following regulations as to our future order of march 
( viz) that Capt. C. & myself should devide the men who were 
disencumbered by horses and march alternately each day the 
one in front and the other in rear. haveing divided the party 
agreeably to this arrangement, we proceeded on through an 
open plain country about 8 miles to a village of 6 houses of 
the Eneshur nation, here we observed our 2 canoes passing 
up on the opposite side; the wind being too high for them to 
pass the river they continued on. we halted at a small run 
just above the village where we dined on some dogs which we 
purchased of the inhabitants and suffered our horses to graize 
about three hours. there is no timber in this country we are 
obliged to purchase our fuel of the natives, who bring it from 
a great distance. while we halted for dinner we purch[asedJ a 
horse. after dinner we proceeded on up the river about 4 
miles to a village of 7 mat lodges of the last mentioned nation. 
here our Chopunnish guide informed us that the next village 
was at a considerable distance and that we could not reach it 
tonigh t. the people at this place offered to sell us wood and 
dogs, and we therefore thought it better to remain all night.2 

a man b[ e Jlonging to the next village above proposed exchang­
ing a horse for one of our canoes, just at this moment one of 
our canoes was passing. we hailed them and ordered them to 
come over but the wind continued so high that they could not 
join us untill after sunset and the Indian who wished to ex­
change his horse for the canoe had gone on. Charbono pur­
chased a horse this evening. we obtained 4 dogs and as much 
wood as answered our purposes on moderate terms. we can 
only afford ourselves one fire, and are obliged to lie without 
shelter, the nights are cold and days warm. Colter and Pots 
had passed on with their canoe. 

1 Probably White River, and Warm Spring River, large western afftuents of the 
Des Chutes. The north fork of the former might have been seen from the outlook; 
knowledge of the latter doubtless came flOm Indians. - ED. 

~ On the Washington side (Klikitat Co.). a short distance below the John Day 
River (not to be confounded with another of that name near the mouth of the Colum­
bia). -ED. 
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[Clark:] 'Tuesday u::f qf April 1806 

last night 2 of our horses broke loose and strayed of[f] at a 
short distance, at 7 oClock we loaded up and set out, have­
ing previously sent off the canoe with Colter and Potts we 
had not arived at the top of the hill which is 200 feet before 
Shabonos horse threw off his load and went with great speed 
down the hill to the Village where he disengaged himself of 
his Saddle & the robe which was under it, the Indians hid 
the robe and delayed Cap! Lewis and the rear party some time 
before they found the robe which was in a lodge hid behind 
their baggage, and took possession of it. dureing the time the 
front of the party was waiting for Cap Lewis, I assended a high 
hill from which I could plainly see the range of mountains 
which runs South from M~ Hood as far as I could see. 1 also 
discovered the top of M~ Jefferson which is covered with snow 
and is S IO~ W. M! Hood is S. 30~ w. the range of moun­
tains are covered with timber and also Mt Hood to a sertain 
hite. The range of mountains has snow on them. I also dis­
covered some timbered land in a S. derection from me, short 
of the mountains. Clarks river which mouthes imediately 
opposit to me forks at about 18 or 20 miles, the West fork 
runs to the Mt Hood and the main branch Runs from S.E. 
after Capt Lewis came up we proceeded on through a open 
ruged plain about 8 miles to a Village of 6 Houses on the 
river. here we observed our 2 canoes passing up on the oppo­
sit Side, and the wind too high for them to join us. I halted 
at the mouth of a run above the village near some good grass 
to let the horses graze and for the party to dine. Sent to the 
huts and purchased a dog & some wood. dureing the time 
the party was takeing dinner we purchased one horse. after 
we proceeded on up the river about 4 miles to a village of 7 
mat Lodges here our Chopunnish Guide informed me that 
the next Villg was at some distance and that we could not get 
to it to night, and that there was no wood to be precured on 
this side. a man offered to sell us a horse for a canoe. just 
at the moment we discovered one of our canoes on the opposit 
side. we concluded to camp here all night with the expectation 
of precureing some horses. Sent and purchased some wood 
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and 4 dogs & Shapellell. Shabono purchased a hors for which 
he gave a red rapper, shirt, ploom & Tomahawk &~ the party 
purchased a great quantity of Chapell ell and some berries for 
which they gave bits of Tin and small pieces of cloth & wire 
&~ had our horses led out and held to grass untill dusk when 
they were all brought to camp, and pickets drove in the ground 
and the horses tied up. we find the horses very troublesom 
perticularly the stud which compose 1°/13 of our number of 
horses. the air I find extreemly cold which blows continually 
from M~ Hoods snowey regions. those Indians reside in small 
Lodges built of the mats of Grass, flags &~ and crouded with 
inhabitents, who speak a language somewhat different from 
those at the falls. their dress habits and appearance appear 
to be very much the same with those below. we made 14 
miles to day with the greatest exertion. Serj~ Gass & R. Fields 
joined us with one canoe this evening. the other canoe with 
Colter & pots is a head. 

[Lewis:] Wednesday April 2.3':" 1806. 

At day light this morning we were informed that the two 
horses of our Interpreter Charbono were absent; on enquiry 
it appeared that he had neglected to confine them to picqu[iJts 
as had been directed last evening. we immediately dispatched 
Reubin Feilds and Labuish to assist Charbono in recovering 
his horses. one of them was found at no great distance and 
the other was given over as lost. at 8 A.M. Reubin Feilds 
and Sergt Gass proceeded in the canoe. at 10 Labuish and 
Charbono returned unsuccessfull, they had gone back on the 
road nearly to the last village and su[rJched the plains on either 
hand to a considerable distance. our remaining longer would 
have prevented our making a timely stage which in Oul' situa­
tion is all important; we therefore determined to proceed 
immediately to the next village which from the information 
of our guide will occupy the greater part of the day to reach. 
at eleven OC~ we loaded our horses and set out. during the 
time we were detained this morning we had two packsaddles 
made. we continued our march along a narrow rocky bottom 
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on the N. side of the river about 12 miles to the Wah-how­
pum Village of 12 temperary mat lodges near the Rock rapid.! 
these people appeared much pleased to see us, sold us 4 dogs 
and some wood for our small articles which we had previously 
prepared as our only resource to obtain fuel and food through 
those plains. these articles con[sJisted of p'ewter buttons, strips 
of tin iron and brass, twisted wire &c. we also obtained some 
shap-pe-leU newly made from these people. here we met with 
a Chopunnish man on his return up the river with his family 
and about 13 head of horses most of them young and unbroken. 
he offered to hire us some of them to pack as far [ as] his nation, 
but we prefer bying as by hireing his horses we shal have the 
whole of his family most probably to mentain. at a little dis­
tance below this village we passed five lodges of the same 
people who like those were waiting the arrival of the salmon. 
after we had arranged our camp we caused aU the old and brave 
men to set arround and smoke with us. we had the violin 
played and some of the men danced; after which the natives 
entertained us with a dance after their method. this dance 
differed from any I have yet seen. they formed a circle and 
all sung as well the spectators as the dancers who performed 
within the circle. . these placed their sholders together with 
their robes tightly drawn about them and danced in a line from 
side to side, several parties of from 4 to seven will be perform­
ing within the circle at the same time. the whole concluded 
with a premiscuous dance in which most of them sung and 
danced. these people speak a language very similar to the 
C.hopunnish whome they also resemble in their dress their 
women wear long legings mockersons shirts and robes. their 
men also dress with legings shirts robes and mockersons. 
after the dance was ended the indians retired at our request 
and we retired to rest. we had all our horses side hubbled 
and turned out to graize; at this village, a large creek falls in 
on the N. side which we did not observe as we decended the 

1 In the evening, we met the party at a large village of the Wal-la-waltz nation, 
on the north side of the river. - GASS (p. 7.94). 

Coues thinks that the Wah-how-pums wer~ the Klikitats, a Shahaptian tribe. The 
stream where the party encamped is called Rock Creek. - ED. 
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river. the river is by no means as rapid as when we decended 
or at least not obstructed with those dangerous rapids the water 
at present covers most of the rocks in the bed of the river. 
the natives promised to barter their horses with us in the 
morning we therefore entertained a hope that we shall be 
enabled to proceede by land from hence with the whole of our 
party and baggage. came 12 miles by land. the sands made 
the march fatieguing. 

[Clark:] Wednesday 'l.3,.t 1806 

At day light this morning we were informed that the two 
horses of our interpreter Shabono were missing on enquirey 
we were informed that he had neglected to tie up his horses as 
derected last evening. we imediately dispatch him, R. Fields 
& Labiech in serch of the horses, one of them were found at 
no great distance. the other was not found. R. Fields ret~ 
without finding the horse set out with Sergt Gass in the 
Small Canoe at about 8 A M. at 10 Shabono and Labiech 
returned also unsucksessfull they had went on the back tract 
nearly to the last Village and took a circle around on the 
hills. as our situation was such that we could not detain for 
a horse, which would prevent our makeing a timely stage which 
is a great object with us in those open plains, we concluded to 
give up the hprse and proceed on to the next village which we 
were informed was at some distance and would take us the 
greater part of the day. at I I A. M. we packed up and set 
out and proceeded up on the N. Side of the Columbia on a 
high narrow bottom and rockey for 12 miles to the Wah-how­
pum village near the rock rapid of 12 temporary mat Lodges, 
those people appeared pleased to see us. they sold us 4 dogs 
some shapollell and wood for our small articles such as awls 
pieces of Tin and brass. we passed several Lodges on the 
bank of the river where they were fixed waiting for the salmon. 
lover took a Choponish man whome I had seen at the long 
[narrows], and who had found a bag of our powder and 
brought it to rrte at that place. this man had his family on 
the [blank space in MS.] and about 13 head of horses which 
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appeared young and unbroke. his spous as also that of the 
other gave me a cake of Chapell ell and proceeded on with me 
to the Wahhowpum village and formed his camp near us. 
we caused all the old & brave men to set around and smoke 
with us. we caused the fiddle to be played and some of the 
men dallced. after them the nativs danced. they dance dif­
ferent from any Indians I have seen. they dance with their 
sholders together and pass from side to side, defferent parties 
passing each other, from 2 to 7 and 4 parties danceing at the 
same time and concluding the dance by passing promiscuisly 
throu[ghJ & between each other. after which we sent of [f] 
the Indians and retired to bed. Those people speak a language 
very similar to the Chopunish and with a very inconsiderable 
difference. their dress and appearance is more like those of 
the Great falls of the Columbia. we had all our horses side 
hobbled and let out to feed. at this village a large creek falls 
in on the N. side which I had not observed as I decended the 
river. the river is by no means as rapid as it was at the time 
we decended. The nativs promised to give us a horse for one 
of our canoes, and offer to sell us another for a scarlet robe 
which we have not at present. Shabono made a bargin with 
one of the Indian men going with us, for a horse for which he 
gave his shirt, and two of the leather sutes of his wife. The 
sand through which we walked to day is so light that [it] 
renders the march very fatigueing. made 12 miles by land. 

[Lewis:] 7"hurlday April 24~ 1806. 

We were up early this morning and dispatched the men in 
surch of our horses, they were all found in a little time except 
MeN ea]'s. we hired an indian to surch for this horse it was 
one in the evening before he returned with him. in the inter­
mediate time we had 4 packsaddles made purchased three 
horses of the Wah-howpums, and hired three others of the 
Chopunnish man who accompanys us with his family and 
horses. we now sold our canoes for a few strands of beads, 
loaded up and departed at 2 P. M. the natives had tantalized 
us with an exchange of horses for our canoes in the first 
instance, but when they found that we had made our arrange-
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ments to travel by land they would give us nothing for them 
I determined to cut them in peices sooner than leave them 
on those terms, Drewyer struck one of the canoes and split of 
[fJ a small peice with his tommahawk, they discovered us 
determined on this subject and offered us several strands of 
beads for each which were accepted. we proceeded up the 
river between the hills and it's N orthen shore, the road was 
rocky and sandy alternately, the road difficult and fatieguing. 
at 12 MS we arrived at a village of 5 lodges of the Met-cow­
wes, having passed 4 lodges at 4. and 2 at 2 M~ further. 
we rem[aJined all night near the Met-cow-we lodges about 2 

miles below our encampment of the [blank space in MS.] of 
October last; 1 we purchased three dogs and some shappellel 
of these people which we cooked with dry grass and willow 
boughs. many of the natives pased and repassed us today on 
the road and behaved themselves with distant rispect towards 
us. most of the party complain of the soai-ness of their feet 
and legs this evening; it is no doubt caused by walking over 
the rough stones and deep sands after b[ e ]ing for some months 
passed been accustomed to a soft soil. my left ankle gives me 
much pain. I baithed my feet ih cold water from which I ex­
perienced considerable relief. The curloos are abundant in 
these plains and are now laying their eggs. saw the kildeer r]; 
the brown lizzard, and a Moonax 2 which the natives had 
petted. the winds which set from Mount Hood or in a 
westerly direction are much more cold than those from the 
opposite quarter. there are now [no -Biddle] dews in these 
plains, and from the appearance of the earth there appears to 
have ,been no rain for several ·weeks. we directed that the 
three horses which we. purchased yes.terday sho1.lld be hubbled 
and· confined to a picqut, and that the 'others should: be dis­
posed of in the same manner they were last evening. . 

i About opposite present 'site of Arlington, below Wood Creek.' 'These Indians 
belonged to the Met'how, Ii. Salishan tribe. - ED. ' ., 

:I An appellation of the w()odchuck, or marmot (ArctomYI monax), current in 
Virginia and other Southern States. It is also spelled "monax" and co moonack .. ; 
said to be an Indian word - probably derived from the Algonquian mona, in allusion 
to its burrowing habits. Coues regards the animal referred to by Lewis as another 
species, 11.. jlat{J;t{Jenter. - ED. 
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[Clark:] 'l'hu,.,rday 704r' Ap,.il ~ 806 

rose early this morning and sent out after the horses all of 
which were found except M~Neals which I hired an Indian to 
find and gave him a Tomahawk had 4 pack saddles made 
ready to pack the horses which we may purchase. we pur­
chased 3 horses, and hired 3 others of the Chopunnish man 
who accompanies us with his family, and at I P.M. set out 
and proceeded on through a open countrey rugid. & sandy 
between some high lands and the river to a village 'of 5 Lodges 
of the Met-cow-we band haveing passed 4 Lodges at 4 miles 
and 2 Lodges at 6 miles. Great numbers of the nativs pass 
us on hors back maney meet us and continued with us to the 
Lodges. we purchased 3 dogs which were pore, but the fattest 
we could precure, and cooked them with straw and dry willow. 
we sold our canoes for a fiew strands of beeds. the nativs had 
tantelized us with an exchange of horses for our canoes in the 
first instance, but when they, found that we had made our 
arrangements to travel by land they would give us nothing for 
them. we sent Drewyer to cut them up, he struck one and 
split her they discovered that we were deturmined to destroy 
the canoes and offered us several strans of beeds which were 
accepted most of the party complain of their feet and legs this 
evening being very sore. it is no doubt caused by walking 
over the rough stone and deep sand after being accustomed to 
a soft soil. my legs and feet give me much pain. I bathed 
them in cold water from which I experienced considerable re­
lief. we directed that the 3 horses purchased yesterday should 
be hobbled and confined to pickquets and that the others 
should· be hobbled & spanceled, and strictly attended to by 
the guard made 12 miles to day. 

[Lewis:] Friday April 7ost'! 1806. 

This morning we collected our horses and set out at 9 A.M. 
and proceeded on I I m~ to the Village of the Pish-quit-pahs 
[Pisquow] of 51 mat lodges where we arrived at 2 P.M. pur­
chased five dogs and some wood from them and took dinner. 
this village contains about 7 hundred souls. most of those 
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people were in the plains at a distance from the river as we 
passed down last fall, they had now therefore the gratification 
of beholding whitemen for the first time. while here they 
flocked arround us in great numbers tho' treated us with much 
rispect. we gave two medals of the small size to their two 
principal Cheifs who were pointed out to us by our Chopunnish 
fellow traveller and were acknowledged by the nation. we 
exposed a few old clothes my dirk and Capt. C's swoard to 
barter for horses but were unsuccessfulL these articles consti­
tute at present our principal stock in trade. the Pish-quit-pahs 
insisted much on our .remaining with them all night, but 
su[n]dry reasons conspired to urge our noncomplyance with 
their wishes. we passed one house or reather lodge of the 
Metcowwees about a mile above our encampment of the [blank 
space in MS.] th of October last. the Pish-quit-pahs, may be 
considered hunters as well as fishermen as they spend the fall 
and winter months in that occupation. they are generally 
pleasently featured of good statu[rJe and well proportioned. 
both women and men ride extreemly well. their bridle is 
usually a hair rope tyed with both ends to the under jaw of 
the horse, and their saddle consists of a pad of dressed skin 
stuffed with goats hair with wooden stirups. almost all the 
horses which I have seen in the possession of the Indians have 
soar backs. the Pishquitpah women for the most part dress 
with short shirts which reach to their knees long legings and 
mockersons, they also use large robes; some of them weare 
only the truss and robe they brade their hair as before dis­
cribed but the heads of neither male nor female of this tribe 
are so much flattened as the nations lower down on this river. 
at 4 P.M. we set out accompanyed by eighteen or twenty of 
their young men on horseback. we continued our rout about 
nine miles where finding as many willows as would answer our 
purposes for fuel we encamped for the evening. the country 
we passed through was much as that of yesterday. the river 
hills are about 250 feet high and generally abrupt and craggey 
in many places faced with a perpendicular and solid rock. 
this rock is black and hard. leve[1J plains extend themselves 
from the tops of the river hills to a great distance on either 
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side of the river. the soil is not as fertile as about the falls, 
tho' it produces a low grass on which the horses feed very 
co~veniently. it astonished me to see the order of their horses 
at this season of the year when I knew that they had wintered 
on the drygrass of the plains 1 and at the same time road with 
greater severity than is common among ourselves. I did not 
see a single horse which could be deemed poor and many of 
them were as fat as seals. their horses are generall y good. 
this evining after we had encamped, we traded for two horses 
with nearly the same articles we had offered at the village; 
these nags Capt. C. and myself intend riding ourselves; have­
ing now a sufficiency to transport with ease all our baggage 
and the packs of the men. we killed six ducks in the course 
of the day; one of them was of a speceis which I had never 
before seen I therefore had the most material parts of it reserved 
as a specimine, the leggs are yellow and feet webbed as those 
of the duckandmallard.~ . saw many common lizzards, several 
rattlesnakes killed by the party, they are the same common to 
the U. States. the horned Lizzard is also common. had the 
fiddle played at the request of the natives and some of the 
men danced. we passed five lodges of the Walldh wollahs at' 
the distance of 4 miles above the Pishquitpahs. 

[Clark:J Friday 2S~" of April 1806 

This morning we collected our horses very conveniently and 
set out at 9 A M and proceeded on to a village of Pish-quit­
pahs of 52 mat Lodges 1 I miles this village contains about 
700 soles here we turned out our horses and bought 5 dogs 
& some wood and dined here we met with a Chief and gave 
him a Medal of the small size. we passed a house a. little 
above the place we encamped on the 2at? of Oct~ 1805. we 
offered to purchase with what articles we had such as old 
clothes &~ emence numbers of those Indians flocked about 
us and behaved with distant respect toward us. we attempted 

1 The fact that the Columbia plains bunch-grasses cure standing and retain their 
nourishment has long been well known. The grass is mainly Agropyron spicatum, 
(Pursh) Rydt. Lewis deserves credit here for his keen observation. - C. V. PIPER. 

S The shoveler duck (Spatula c!J,peata). - COUES (L. and C., iii, p. 968). 
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to purchase some horses without suckcess. at 4 P. M set out. 
I was in the rear and had not proceeded verry far before one 
of the horses which we had hired of the Chopunnish, was taken 
from Hall who I had directed to ride. h.e had fallen behind 
out of my sight at the time. we proceeded on about 9 miles 
through a country similar to that of yesterday and encamped 
below the mouth of a small creek we passed at 4 miles a 
Village of 5 Mat Lodges of the War-war-wa 1 Tribe. We made 
a Chief and gave a Medal to a Chief of each of those two 
tribes. great numbers of the nativs accompanied us to our 
encampment. The Curloos are abundant in those places & 
are now laying their eggs. Saw the Kildee the brown Lizzard, 
and a Moonax which the nativs had petted. the winds which 
set from Mount hood or in a westwardly direction are much 
more cold than those from any other quarter. there are no 
dews in these plains, and from the appearance of the earth 
there appears to have been no rain for several weeks. The 
pish-quit-pahs may be considered as hunters as well as fishermen 
as they spend the fall & winter months in that occupation. 
they are generally pleasently featured of good statu[r]e and 
well proportioned both women and men ride extreaml y well. 
their bridle is usially a hair rope tied with both ends to the 
under Jaw of the horse, and their saddles consist of a pad of 
dressed skin stuffed with goats hair with wooden sturreps. 
almost all the horses I have seen in the possession of the 
Indians have sore backs. The pishquitpahs women for the 
most part dress with short shirts which reach to their knees 
long legins and mockersons, they also use long robes; some 
of them weare only the truss and robe, they brade their hair 
as before discribed but the heads of neither the male nor female 
of this tribe are so much flattened as the nativs lower down on 
this river. We were accompanied by 18 or 20 young men on 
horsback. we continued our rout about 9 miles, where find­
ing as maney willows as would answer our purpose for fuel we 
encamped for the night. the country we passed through was 
sandy indifferent rocky and hills on the left. proceeded up 
on the North Side the river hills are about 250 feet high & 

1 The WalJa Walla. - ED. 
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generally abrupt and craggey in maney places faced with a pir­
pendicular and solid rock. this rock is black and hard. leavel 
plains extend themselves from the top of the river hills to a 
great distance on either side of the river. the soil is not as 
fertile as about the falls tho it produces low grass on which the 
horses feed very conveniently. it astonished me to see the 
order of their horses at this season of the year when I know 
they had wintered on dry grass of the plains and at the same 
time rode with greater severity than is common among our­
selves." I did not see a single horse which could be deemed 
pore, and maney of them was verry fat; their horses are 
generally good. this evening after we had encamped we traded 
for two horses with nearly the same articles we had offered at 
the village. these nags Cap! L-s and myself intend rideing 
ourselves; haveing now a sufficiency to transport with ease all 
our baggage and the packs of the men. we killed 6 ducks in 
the course of the day; one of them were of a species I had 
never before seen. the legs yellow and feet webbed as those 
of the duckinmallard. Saw great numbers of Common 
Lizzards. Several rattle snakes, killed by the party, they are 
the same as those common to the U. States. the Horned 
Lizzard is also common. a chief over took us. we had the 
fiddle played by the request of the nativs and some of the men 
danced. I think those plains are much more sandy than any 
which I have seen and the road is a bed of loose sand. made 
20 miles. 

[Lewis :] Saturday Aprillt6t1 1806. 

This morning early we set forward and at the distance of 
three miles entered a low level plain country of great extent. 
here the river hills are low and receede a great distance from 
the river this low country commenced on the S. side of the 
river about Iq miles below our encampment of last evening. 
these plains are covered with a variety of herbatious plants, 
grass, and three speceis of shrubs specimines of which I have 
preserved. at the distance of tw~lve miles we halted near a 
few willows which afforded us a sufficient quantity of fuel to 

[32 5 ] 



American Journeys – www.americanjourneys.org

LEWIS AND CLARK JOURNALS [April 26 

cook our dinner which consisted of the ballance of the dogs we 
had purchased yesterday evening and some jirked Elk. we 
were overtaken today by several families of the natives who 
were traveling up the river with a number of horses; they 
continued with us much to our annoyance as the day was worm 
the roads dusty and we could not prevent their horses from 
crouding in and breaking our order of ma[rJch without using 
some acts of severity which we did not wish to commit. after 
dinner we continued our march through the level plain near 
the river 16 m~ and encamped 1 about a mile below three 
lodges of the W ollahwollah nation, and about 7 m~ above our 
encampment of the 19 of October last. after we encamped 
a little Indian boy caught several chubbs with a bone in 
this form ...,., which he substituted for a hook. these 
fish were " of about 9 inches long small head large 
abdomen, small where the tail joined the body, the 
tail wide long in proportion and forked. the back and v~ntral 
fins were equadistant from the head and had each 10 bony 
rays, the f[i]ns next the gills nine each and that near the 
tail 12. the upper exceeded the under jaw, the latter is 
truncate at the extremity and the tonge and pallet are smooth. 
the colour is white on the sides and belley and a blewish brown 
on the back. the iris of the eye is of a silvery colour and 
puple black.9 we covered ourselves partially this evening from 
the rain by means of an old tent. 

[Clark:] Saturday April :l.6t~ 1806 

This morning early we proceeded on and at the distance of 
three miles entered a low leavel plain country of great extent. 
here the river hills are low and receed a great distance from the 
river this low country commenced on the South Side about 
10 miles below our Encampment of the last night, those 
plains are covered with a variety of herbatious plants, Grass 
and 3 species of shrubs. at the distance of 12 miles halted 

1 Immediately below the mouth of the Umatilla River, but on the Washington 
side; at its mouth is a town of the same name. - ED. 

D Coues identifies this as MJlo(hiluJ (aurinuJ. - ED. 
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near some willows which afforded us a sufficent quantity of 
fuel to cook our dinner which consisted of the ballance of the 
dogs we had purchased yesterday evening and some jerked 
Elk. we were overtaken to day by several families of the 
nativs who' were traveling up the river with a Num~ of horses; 
they continued with us much to our ennoyance as the day was 
worm the roads dusty and we could not prevent their horses 
crouding in and breaking our order of March without useing 
some acts of severity which we did not wish to commit. after 
dinner we continued our march through a leavel plain near 
the river 16 miles and encamped about a mile below 3 Lodges 
of the fritened band of the Wallahwallah nation, and about 
7 miles above our encampment of the 191~ of Oct~ last. after 
we encamped a little Indian boy cought several chubbs with a 
bone in this form -r' which he substituted for a hook. 
those fish were of I about 9 inches long. we covered 
our selves perfectly this evening from the rain by means of an 
old tent. Saw a Goat and a small wolf at a distance to day. 
made 28 miles. 

[Lewis: ] . Sunday April ~7t'f 1806. 

This morning we were detained untill 9 A.M. in con­
sequence of the absence of one of Charbono's horses. the 
horse at length being recovered we set out and [passed above 
our camp a small river called Toumalolam rive & to] at the dis­
tance of fifteen miles passed through a country similar to that 
of yesterday; the hills at the extremity of this distance again 
approach the river and are rocky abrupt and 300 feet high. 
we ascended the hill and marched through a high plain 9 miles 
when we again returned to the river, I now thought it best 
to halt as the horses and men were much fatiegued altho we 
had not reached the Wallahwollah village as we had been led 
to beleive by our guide who informed us that the village was 
at the place we should next return to the river, and the con­
sideration of our having but little. provision had been our in­
ducement to make the march we had made this morning. we 
collected some of the dry stalks of weeds and the stems of a 
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shrub which resembles the southernwood; made a small fire 
and boiled a small quantity of our jerked meat on which we 
dined; while here the principal Cheif of the Wallahwallahs 
joined us with six men of his nation. this Cheif by name 
Tel-lept! had visited us on the morning of the 19 of October 
at our encampment a little below this place; we gave him at that 
time a small medal,! and promised him a larger one on our 
return. he appeared much gratifyed at seeing us return, in­
vited us to remain at his village three or four days and assured 
us that we should be furnished with a plenty of such food as 
they had themselves, and some horses to assist us on our 
journey. after our scanty repast we continued our march 
accompanyed by Yellept and his party to the village which we 
found at the distance of six miles situated on the N. side of 
the river at the lower side of the low country about I 2 m~ 
below the entrance of Lewis's river. This Cheif is a man of 
much influence not only in his own nation but also among the 
neighbouring tribes and nations. This Village consists of IS 
large mat lodges. at present they seem to subsist principally 
on a speceis of mullet which weigh from one to three lbs. and 
roots of various discriptions which these plains furnish them 
in great abundance. they also take a few salmon trout of the 
white kind. Yellept haranged his village in our favour in­
treated them to furnish us with fuel and provision and set the 
example himself by bringing us an armfull of wood and a 
platter of 3 roasted mullets. the others soon followed his 
example with rispect to fuel and we soon found ourselves in 
possession of an ample stock. they birn the stems of the 
shrubs in the plains there being no timber in their neighbour­
hood of any discription. we purchased four dogs of these 

1 "His medal found last year [:r89% ?]on an island about mouth of Walla walla 
River." His village was in Yakima Co., Wash., opposite mouth of Walla Walla 
River, where is town of Wallula. - COUES (L. and C., iii, pp. 970-971). See our 
vol. iii, pp. 1 3 ~-I 34. - ED. 

"The Walla Walla tribe are descended from slaves formerly owned and liberated by 
the Nez Perce Indians. They permitted their slaves to reside and to intermarry in their 
families, and reasonipg on the principles of natural justice, they concluded that it 
was not right to hold in slavery their own descendants, and liberated them, and they 
are now a respectable tribe." - REV. S. PARKER (Journal if Bxploring 'Tour, p. ~+9). 
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people on which the party suped heartily having been on short 
allowance for near two days. the indians retired when we 
requested them this evening and behaved themselves in every 
rispect extreemly we1l. the indians informed us that there was 
a good road which passed from the columbia opposite to this 
village to the entrance of the Kooskooske on the S. side of 
Lewis's river; they also informed us, that there were a plenty 
of deer and antelopes on the road, with good water and grass. 
we knew that a road in that direction if the country would per­
mit it would shorten our rout at least 80 miles. the indians 
also informed us that the country was level and the road good, 
under these circumstances we did not hesitate in pursuing the 
rout recommended by our guide whos information was corrober­
ated by Yellept & others. we concluded to pass our horses 
over early ~ln the morning. 

[Clark:] Sundqy April 7.7''f l806 

This morning we were detained untill 9 A M in consequence 
of the absence of one of Shabono's horses. the horse being at 
length recovered we set out and to the distance of 15 miles 
passed through a country similar to that of yesterday. (passed 
Muscle Shell rapid) and at the expiration of this distance 
[the cliffs] again approached the river, and are rocky abrupt 
and 300 feet high. we assended the hill and marched through 
a high plain 10 miles where we again returned to the river. 
we halted, altho we had not reached the Wal-Iah-Iah-Iah Village 
as we had been led to believe by our guide who informed us 
that the village was at the place we should next return to the 
river, and the consideration of our haveing but little provisions 
had been our inducement to make the march we had made this 
morning. we col1ected some of the dry stalks of weeds and 
the stems of shrubs or weeds which resemble the southern 
wood; made a small fire and boiled a small quantity of our 
jerked meat on which we dined; while here we were met by 
the principal Chief of the Wal-lah-wal-Iah Nation and several 
of his nation. this chief by name Yel-Iep-pet had visited us on 
the morning of the 19t~ of Oct~ at our encampment imediately 
opposit to us; we gave him at that time a small medal, and 
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promised him a large one on our return. he appeared much 
gratified at seeing us return. he envited us to remain at his 
Village 3 or 4 days and assured us that we should be furnished 
with a plenty of such food as they had themselves, and some 
horses to assist us on our journey. after our scanty repast we 
continued our march accompanied by Yelleppit and his party 
to the Village which we found at the distance of six miles, 
situated on the North Side of the river, about 16 miles below 
the enterance of Lewis's river. This Chief is a man of much 
influence not only in his own nation but also among the neigh­
bouring tribes and nations. the village consists of IS large 
mat Lodges. at present they seam to subsist principally on a 
species of mullet which weighs from one to 3 pd~ and roots of 
various discriptions which those plains furnish them in great 
abundance. They also take a fiew salmon trout of the white 
kind. relleppet haranged his village in our favor intreated 
them to furnish us with fuel & provisions and set the example 
himself by bringing us an armfull of wood, and a platter with 
3 rosted mulJets. the others soon followed his example with 
respect to fuel and we soon found ourselves in possession of an 
ample stock they burn the stems of the shrubs in the plains, 
there being no timber in this neighbourhood of any discription. 
we purchased 4 dogs of those people on which the party suped 
hartily haveing been on short allowance for near 2 days. the 
Indians retired when we requested them this evening and 
behaved themselves in every respect very well. the Indians 
informed us that there was a good road which passed from 
the Columbia opposit to this Village to the enterance of 
Kooskooske on the S. Side of Lewis's river, they also informed 
us, there were a plenty of Deer and Antilopes on the road 
with good water and grass. we knew that a road in that 
direction if the country would permit it would shorten the rout 
at least 80 miles. the Indians also inform us that the country 
was leavel and the road good, under those circumstances we 
did not hesitate in pursueing the .rout recommended by our 
guide and corroberated by relleppit and others. we concluded 
to pass our horses over early in the morning. made 3 I miles 
to day. 
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[Lewis:] Monday April 2.8·~ 1806. 

This morning early Yellept brought a very eligant white 
horse to our camp and presented him to Capt. C. signifying 
his wish to get a kettle but on being informed that we had 
already disposed of every kettle we could possible spear he 
said he was content with whatever he thought proper to give 
him. Capt. C. gave him his swoard (for which he had ex­
pressed a great desire) a hundred balls and powder and some 
s[mJall articles with which he appeared perfectly satisfyed. it 
was necessary before we entered on our rout through the plains 
where we were to meet with no lodges or resident indians that 
we should lay in a stock of provision and not depend al­
together on the gun. we directed Frazier to whom we have 
intrusted the duty of making those purchases to lay in as 
many fat dogs as he could procure; he soon obtained ten. 
being anxious to depart we requested the Cheif to furnish us 
with canoes to pass the river, but he insisted on our remaining 
with him this day at least, that he would be much pleased if 
we would conse[ n]t to remain two or three, but he would not 
let us have canoes to leave him today. that he had sent for 
the Chym nap'-pos 1 his neighbours to come down and join 
his people this evening and dance for us. we urged the ne­
cessity of our going on immediately in order that we might the 
sooner return to them with the articles which they wished but 
this had no effect, he said that the time he asked could not make 
any considerable difference. I at length urged that there was 
no wind blowing and that the river was consequently in good 
order to pass our horses and if he would furnish us with canoes 
for that. purpose we would remain all night at our present 
encampment, to this proposition he assented and soon pro­
duced us a couple of canoes by means of which we passed our 
horses over the river safely and hubbled them as usual. we 
found a Shoshone woman, prisoner among these people by 
means of whome and Sahcahgarweah we found the means of 
conversing with the Wallahwallahs. we conversed with them 
for several hours and fully satisfyed all their enquiries with 

1 A tribe known later as Yakima, resident on the river of that name; ~oth they 
and the Wallawallas were of the Shahaptian family. - ED. 
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